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INTRODUCTION
The main archive of Augustus John papers, NLW MSS 22775-97, was purchased by the National Library from Sotheby’s, London, in June 1988.  This group had formerly been sold at auction by Sotheby’s, on behalf of the John family, in 1979 (see Catalogue, auction 17 Dec. 1979), and purchased for an anonymous buyer.  This group consisted mainly of correspondence, together with drafts of the artist’s autobiographical writings.  (see Annual Report 1987-88, p. 61).  Further, complementary groups of correspondence and prose drafts were purchased at Sotheby’s in April and Dec. 1989 (see Annual Report 1988-89, p. 66) and incorporated in the main archive.  An important group of John and Nettleship family papers, now NLW MSS 22798-803, including some forty letters from Augustus John’s first wife, Ida Nettleship, were purchased from Miss Rebecca John in Oct. 1988 (see Annual Report 1988-89, p. 66).

Printed and miscellaneous items, including exhibition catalogues and reproductions of paintings and drawings by Augustus John, acquired with NLW MSS 22775-803, together with related material donated by Miss Sara G. John in Sept. 1990 and Jan. 1991, are now NLW ex 1237.

In the following calendar, all suggested dates should be regarded as tentative.  Suggested dates are given in square brackets, those provided by postmarks in round brackets.  In many cases, however, the latter represent information provided in pencilled notes of the postmark details, added to the letters in the hand of Sir Caspar John, rather than being taken from the original, for although the envelopes belonging to the letters in the Sotheby 1988 purchase had clearly survived well into the 1970s, they had virtually all disappeared by the time the archive was sold to the National Library.  Pencilled notes of dates in square brackets on the letters themselves were added at NLW, others by Sir Caspar John, as we have noted, and by Mary Taubman, who, like Michael Holroyd and others, had the use of these papers while they were still in private hands.

Original letters from John Sampson, Dora Yates and other members of the Gypsy Lore Society, included in the main archive when it was sold at Sotheby’s in 1979, have been retained by the then purchaser, and photocopies provided instead.

The language of the papers is English alone unless otherwise specified.  All unbound manuscript material has been guarded and filed at NLW.

Other Augustus John papers at NLW

NLW MS 14928D - includes 71 letters, [1898-1955], from Augustus John to Michel Salaman; many sketches; 5 ff. of verse.

NLW MS 16098E, item 212 - 1 letter, [1909 x 14], from Augustus John to Mr Squire.

NLW MS 18909D - includes 7 letters, 1951-4, from Augustus John to Mrs Goeritz and Ruth King, together with 10 letters, 1920-9, to Philip Heseltine, ‘Peter Warlock’.

NLW MS 19645C - 10 letters, 1895-1958, from Augustus John to Ursula Tyrwhitt; also includes sketches.

NLW MS 21459E - 37 letters, 1902-[27], from Augustus John to John Sampson, together with autograph drafts of verse.

NLW MS 21482D - includes 3 letters from Augustus John, 1936 and n.d., to Ernest Forbes; 1 letter, 1936, to [Eric] Kennington; 2 letters, 1921-2, to C. K. Ogden; and one letter, [c.1908-9] to [Robert] Gregory.

NLW MS 21570E - includes 28 letters, 1913-54, from Augustus John to various correspondents, including Dame Laura Knight and Frances Stevenson.  Drafts of the artist’s autobiographical writings are also included.

NLW MS 21585E - 59 letters, 1938-61, from Augustus John to John Davenport, together with two articles and a BBC script relating to the artist.

NLW MS 21622D - 21 letters, 1932-53, from Augustus John to Miss Bapsy Pavry, and 3 letters, 1933-4, to her brother, Dr Pavry.

NLW MS 21698E, f. 64 - 1 letter, [1937], from Augustus John to Caitlin Macnamara.

NLW MS 21818D - includes 1 letter, [c.1919], from Augustus John to ‘Kitty’.

NLW MS 21872D, f. 50 - 1 letter, 1958, from Augustus John to John Cowper Powys.

NLW MS 21980C - 10 letters, 1926-52, from Augustus John to Sean O’Casey, and 7 letters, 1943-9, to George Bilainkin.

NLW MS 22022C - 4 letters, 1941-58, from Augustus John to Villiers Bergne.

NLW MS 22305D, ff. 96-147 - 27 letters, 1904-38, from Augustus John to Gwen John.  (See Catalogue of Gwen John Papers, pp. 23-5).

NLW MS 22311D, f. 135 - 1 letter, [1908], from Augustus John to Dorelia MacNeill.  (See Catalogue of Gwen John Papers, p. 60).

NLW MS 22312D, ff. 10-77 - 48 letters, 1938-56, from Augustus John to Edwin John.  (See Catalogue of Gwen John Papers, pp. 62-5).

Papers of the Rev. R. J. Jones, Cardiff - includes 1 letter, 1960, from Augustus John to the Rev. R. J. Jones.

Miss Olive Mary Jones Bequest, box 7 - includes 18 letters and 4 telegrams, 1944-58, from Augustus John to Miss Alicia Gower Jones.

NLW MS 22022C, f. 2 - 1 letter, 1941, to Augustus John from H. R. Alexander.

NLW MS 22155B, ff. 9-12 - 3 letters, [1914-26], to Augustus John from Gwen John.

AUGUSTUS EDWIN JOHN

1878
Born at Tenby, co. Pembroke.

1884
Death of his mother; the family moved from Haverfordwest to Tenby.

1894-8
Studied at the Slade School, London.

1899
First one-man show at the Carfax Gallery; began exhibiting at the New English Art Club.

1901
Married Ida Nettleship.

1901-2
Art instructor at Liverpool.

1902
Met Dorelia [Dorothy] MacNeill.

1903
Dorelia and Gwen John left for France; Augustus and Ida moved to Elm House, Matching Green, Essex.

1906-7
Based mainly in Paris.

1907
Death of Ida in Paris.  Augustus John’s first visit to Ireland.

1909
Met John Quinn.

1910
Painting in Provence.

1911
Painting in North Wales with J. D. Innes; moved to Alderney Manor, Dorset.

1912
Stayed at Chirk Castle with Lord Howard de Walden.

1914
Elected President of the National Portrait Gallery.  Moved into 28 Mallord St, Chelsea.

1917
Appointed as war artist for Canadian war records.

1919
In Paris as official artist at the peace conference.

1923
First visit to USA.

1926
Joint exhibition with Gwen John at the New Chenil Gallery.

1927
Moved to Fryern Court, Fordingbridge, Hants.

1928
Elected to the Royal Academy.

1934
Elected President of the Royal Cambrian Academy of Art.

1937
Elected President of the Gypsy Lore Society.  Visit to Jamaica.

1938
Resigned from the Royal Academy following the Academy’s rejection of Wyndham Lewis’s portrait of T. S. Eliot.

1940
Re-elected to the Royal Academy.

1942
Awarded the Order of Merit.

1952
Publication of Chiaroscuro.

1958
Campaigning against nuclear weapons and capital punishment.

1961
Died at Fryern Court.
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22775C

LETTERS FROM AUGUSTUS JOHN
JEANNE ROBERT FOSTER

f. 1

(1923), May 16

c/o Scott & Fowley, 667 Fifth Avenue, New York

As she is a friend of Gwen [John] he would like to meet her and see Gwen’s drawings; suggests she visits him.

CASPAR JOHN

f. 2

(1950, Aug. 8)

Paris

Congratulations on his promotion to Rear Admiral.

f. 3

1951, Feb. 16

14 Percy Street, [London] W1

Congratulations and sympathy on his new post.  An American millionaire wants to establish AJ and Matthew Smith in Jamaica, but AJ is now ‘deeply involved in an art project involving rather vast canvasses’.  Since leaving Tite Street, where he ‘couldn’t stand the Southampton accent of the housekeeper’, has been at Poppet’s, but will soon have a new studio, formerly used by Constable and AJ.

Dined last night at the RA with the King, Queen and Mrs Churchill; wonders if he has any claim to the throne:  ‘My father kept everything dark, but I have an uncle descended from Owen Glyndwr’.  Depressed by the political outlook, no faith in American diplomacy.

f. 4

(1951, Nov. 21)

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge, Hants.

Glad the recruits ‘turn out O.K.’; wonders whether to visit Spain, at the invitation of the Duke of Alba, who is in close touch with the Gypsies around Seville.

Has been working on the portrait of a Canadian lady, who will soon return home, ‘an admirable woman in spite of her somewhat archaic views’.  Her husband says ‘he has complete confidence in her and me!’  She would like to adopt Vivien’s children, AJ would rejoice if she would adopt John White [Vivien’s husband].

Impressions of Almeria.  The first volume of AJ’s book will appear after Christmas.  Looks forward to seeing Caspar and hopes he will have time ‘for a nice long sitting’.

f. 5

(1952), March 1

Fryern Court

Has sent the first volume of his reminiscences.  Dined recently with Trelawney [Dayrell Reed], who ‘in his own house always behaves well’, but looked rather dilapidated.  TRD talked of ‘Death and Damnation, both of which, to judge by his conversation, are imminent’.

Domestic news; Poppet’s marriage on Wednesday to ‘the Dutchman’:  ‘this time I favour the match’ for he seems ‘a decent fellow and an artist of merit’.

Gets a nostalgia for Wales now and then, especially the Prescelly region, and hopes to persuade someone to drive him there before long.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 6

1952, June 12

Fryern Court

Glad he received the book at last.  Cannot accept CJ’s offer because he is due in Northumberland to draw an old man, then has some big work to have ready for the RA next year, but may go to France later on.  Congratulates CJ on his CB.  Has found a very good and unconventional doctor.  Will be visiting Trelawney again soon.

f. 7

(1952), Aug. 16

Fryern Court

Suggests that humanity will have to turn to the sea and to plancton for nourishment.  Regrets that Vivien, ‘that once gorgeous girl’, is becoming ‘a regular hausfrau and losing all her wits in the process’; that AJ refused to go to her marriage is to his credit.  So far all is well with Poppet and Pol:  ‘Poppet, a thorough bourgeoise, provided there is plenty to laugh at, reasonable access to food and drink, and of course the indispensable privileges of matrimony, will stay put’.

Regrets American influence in the world.

f. 8

1953, Jan. 11

Fryern Court

Thanks for the pipe.  Would like to inspect CJ’s new quarters.  Thanks for repayment of a loan.  Was ‘out of order’ at Christmas and has to go to hospital shortly.  Recently visited by Edwin and children, ‘the latter much improved’.

f. 9

(1953, Aug. 21)

Fryern Court

Congratulations on his new appointment [?as Vice-Admiral], expects Mary [CJ’s wife] shortly.  Complains that ‘a member of the family’ with wife, child, and a ‘mysterious Dutchman with a young lady in shorts, who is said to play the French horn’ are camped in the Park, and that ‘these squatters have already made inroads into my supply of Canadian Rye’.

Keeps his nose to the grindstone; may come to London on the 25th to hear Amaryllis.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 10

[?1953, late Dec.]

Fryern Court

Thanks for the pipe.  Sorry to hear the Davenports are in low water; although [John Davenport] annoyed AJ some time ago by writing ‘some cheap stuff’ about him, AJ bears him no ill will.  Harrassed with work and much distressed by the death of Dylan Thomas:  has written a note about him for a special number of Adam.

f. 11

1954, Jan. 5

Fryern Court

Hopes that CJ’s illness is over; will be coming to London on the 24th for the Dylan Thomas theatrical show.  Met James Stuart at Hugo [Pitman]’s, he says he is going to give AJ dinner at White’s some day.

Tristan has been sitting for AJ but is now going to London; AJ is forced to conclude that the RN is doing Tristan no good - ‘as far as my relations with him are concerned’.

f. 12

(1954, Feb. 18)

Fryern Court

Is coming up tomorrow to see Kelly & Co about his show [at the Royal Academy]; hopes room will be found for drawings of Ida and Rebecca.  Delighted to have the photos Mary sent.

f. 13

[?1954, May]

Fryern Court

Like CJ, has been invited to the [RA] dinner on the 26th, but does not fancy going:  ‘there is too much Barney Seale at that place for my taste’ and the guests are usually of greater interest than the members.  Glad that CJ’s new position entitles him to ‘a few more pennies’.

Visited yesterday by Mavis [de Vere Cole], Tristan, and ‘her latest catch, Lord Vivian’.  Tristan has qualified as a ‘snotty’ in the navy.

f. 14

1954, Aug. 5

Fryern Court

Has seen Tristan, who has been granted compassionate leave to see his mother in Holloway Gaol after ‘she and her young man got playing with a revolver which went off wounding the latter rather badly in the stomach’.  Tristan asks if CJ would use his influence with T’s commanding officer to extend his leave.  Mavis has a ‘powerful admirer’ in Lord Asquith, a judge.

Edwin is staying here with his two children.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 15

1954, Aug. 25

Fryern Court

Lady Vivian, in a letter [?to AJ], doubts whether her husband will recover; AJ fears that this business will affect Tristan’s prospects in the navy.

Hugo [Pitman] and some family came yesterday, ‘the old bastard’ is not quite himself again yet.

f. 16

1954, Nov.

Nuffield House, Guy’s Hospital

Tristan is all right, thanks to CJ, and is in Malta.  AJ preserves a ‘discreet silence when in contact with Mavis’ admirers’ as he is ‘unable to join in the chorus’ which only ‘feeds her vanity while exciting her secret derision’.

Looks forward to his operation on Wed, the food is revolting and he has about 20 damsels in attendance.  Has told the surgeon ‘not to make a new man of me but to overhaul the old one and improve his mileage a bit’.  Hopes this will be kept dark ‘to baffle the journalists’.

f. 17

[?1954]

Dec. 16, Fryern Court

Disappointed not to see CJ when he came this way; thanks for cards.  Hopes he found the ‘sage of Parley’ in good form.

Drawings, ?by Rebecca John, on verso.

f. 18

[1954, Dec.]

Castillo Santa Clara, Torremolinos

Has written to Rear-Admiral Currey in the hopes of visiting him later on; impressions of the hotel and area; had lunch with the Brenans, ‘whose house and garden made us green with envy’.  The hotel is full of ‘unnaturally cheerful’ English and Americans.  The boss is a cockney who was a tommy with Lawrence in Palestine.

Expects proofs daily from Jonathan Cape; has sent a piece on Oscar Wilde to the Sunday Times, composed in hospital.  Was sorry to leave hospital after the arrival of a West African nurse.  Hopes [Mary]’s sculpture is going well and that she ‘continues to cultivate the better elements of Chelsea’.  A visit from the Davenports made him doubt Marjory’s sanity.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 19

1955, Jan. 7, Castillo Santa Clara

Account of an excursion to Gibraltar to visit [Rear-Admiral] Currey and fetch a trunk; to make his getaway he had to plead an important date with a masseuse; then collapsed on arrival back at the hotel, and is being treated by a local doctor, who is also a political firebrand, ‘has known the interior of Malaga gaol’, and thinks Franco beneath contempt.

f. 20

1955, Feb. 14

Torremolinos

Congratulations on CJ’s [appointment as Flag Officer (Air) Home].  Fed up with the hotel as the small bedroom doesn’t lend itself to painting, and the bar is hideous and frequented by elderly tourists, though a visit by Dikon Hughes and his wife, formerly of Laugharne, was a surprise.  His convalescence proceeds slowly; wonders how to get his trunk sent back.  Currey may be ‘booted out of the Navy shortly’.

Surprised to read in the English press that Robin ‘besides speaking ten languages, formerly figured in the bull-ring as a proffessional [sic] matador’.

f. 21

1955, June 11

Fryern Court

Looks forward to seeing their baggage and CJ.  Has taken a house and studio in Torremolinos for next winter, Pol and Poppet plan to join them.  Lunched with Mary and others in London.  Has been lent a studio in Chelsea.  Pol has done well with his show; Poppet has had a successful eye operation.  Tristan stayed for a night or two, and they both missed the shove-ha’penny board which AJ had ‘foolishly taken to Spain’.

f. 22

(1955, July 4)

Fryern Court

Thanks for the baggage, now received.  Has just paid a short visit to London.

f. 23

(1955, Sept. 11)

Fryern Court

Sorry to hear of Mary’s bee-sting; AJ’s bees have deserted their skip.  Supposes CJ is still at the Admiralty.  Faint praise for Macmillan and his ‘backing up that little squirt on the "Throne".  Are we committed to support Israel who have all the gats in Palestine?’

Just finishing a picture begun during his convalescence.  Poppet is coming over next month and ‘booting me out of Percy St’.  ‘I read of wonderful new aeroplanes and am thinking of taking a villa in Hong Kong for weekends’.

f. 24

1956, March 17

Fryern Court

Heard CJ was ‘laid up’.  AJ is emerging from a long period of depression and has increasing energy:  ‘I may beat the bombs yet’.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 25

(1956, Nov. 5)

Fryern Court

Thanks for the letter, didn’t see him at the show; ‘Old Tooth’ did a good job and almost everything sold, but the papers had the same rude remarks as 60 years ago.  May make use of Tom Phillips’ studio, wonders if CJ would sit for a portrait, ‘buttons, stripes and all’.

f. 26

1956, Nov. 13

Fryern Court

Events following CJ’s visit ‘leave me in no doubt as to the wisdom of applying the Kybosh in the case of at least one member of the Presidium’.  Similar move needed in the case of Comrade White [Vivien’s husband]:  ‘I know little of toxicology but I have heard the merits of ratsbane well recommended’, but should the ‘two whelps’ be included?

Need for action in Hungary:  ‘I wish I could do something, if only in memory of my gallant old friend Count Karolyi’.

ff. 27-8

[late 1956]

Fryern Court

Congratulations [on his appointment as Vice Chief of Naval Staff]; comments on the world situation.

Amaryllis arrived today, but Vivien goes tomorrow, as does ‘Simon’, off to visit Spain with a local publican, leaving Fenella in charge of Brigit.  Has written to David urging him to make F[enella] a ward in Chancery, to allow them to ‘keep a hold on her to some extent’.

f. 29

1957, Feb. 13

Fryern Court

Thanks for letter, has had a second attack of ‘flu.  Comments on political events, and on Cyprus.  Interesting discovery of ‘pictorial activities’ in the Sahara, c.5000 BC.

f. 30

1957, March 13

Fryern Court

CJ has ‘quite a voyage’ before him and will have gone by the time AJ comes to London.  Working against time for the RA.  Vivien visited recently, with her husband, ‘whom I found more revolting than ever’; AJ has a double-barrelled gun ready.

Comments on current affairs, including Cyprus.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 31

[1958], Jan. 19

Fryern Court

Advice for CJ’s speech at the RA dinner; down with flu and lumbago.  Criticism of the ‘distressing disease of language’ in the RN, the use of a ‘ghastly sub-dialect of language unheard elsewhere’.

f. 32

1958, Feb. 21

Fryern Court

Has read Reynolds’ letter and finds it logically faultless.  Had to write to a ‘rotten Art journalist’, who, commenting on a show of Gwen [John]’s drawings, stated that she was ‘constantly involved in love-affairs’, but AJ supposes there is no ‘law against libelling the dead’.

Still under medical supervision.  A fresh instalment of Canadian whiskey has arrived.

f. 33

[?1958]

Fryern Court

Comments on the Prime Minister.  In the throes of finishing a two-year battle with ‘Simon’.  Has just had a visit from Ursula Nettleship, ‘a remarkable old girl’.

f. 34

1958, April 11

Fryern

Had CJ joined the Aldermaston march in full uniform, the battle would probably have been won.  Has refused the President of the Royal Academy’s invitation to the dinner on account of ‘the regime I am still undergoing’.  Was visited by [Ulick O’Connor] who is writing a biography of Oliver Gogarty:  the interview lasted from luncheon till 6 o’clock, ‘literally made me sick’.  The young man was ‘a fraud or a twister, but chosen by Gogarty ... hence the gastric revolt’.  Comments on the RA and CJ’s speech at the dinner.

f. 35

[1958, May]

Fryern Court

Praises CJ’s speech [at the RA banquet] and that by Kenneth Clark; was surprised by Clark’s reference to AJ’s ‘Canadians before Lens’, done for a war memorial building of which not a brick was ever laid ‘under Beaverbrook’s aegis’.  AJ’s next year’s contribution [to the RA] seems near completion.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 36

1958, Dec. 7

Fryern Court

Had a black-out and fall, is now recovering.  Hopes soon to see CJ and Mary ‘at a very private view of a picture just completed ... before it goes to its grave in Canada’.

Trelawney [Dayrell Reed] is on his last legs, but looked after by a new chap who is taking on the land.

f. 37

1958, [Christmas]

Fryern Court

Thanks for the pipe; has a splendid Christmas tree but nobody to dance round it except Fenella.  Suggests CJ visit them and call on Trelawney.

f. 38

1959, Jan. (15)

Fryern Court

Trelawney’s end only a matter of days, he is in the hands of a neighbouring farmer, Theo Dampney.

f. 39

[1960, ?Jan.]

Fryern Court

Gets rumours of CJ’s movements ‘in spite of the secrecy proper to your office’; suggests he visits to ‘unbend a little’ with the help of a bottle of wine or two.

f. 40

[1960], Feb. 20

Fryern Court

Thanks for his letter.  AJ and Dodo are deeply moved by CJ’s decision [to move from Vice Chief of Naval Staff to Commander-in-Chief].  Vivien will take AJ and some canvasses up to London next week, suggests meeting for a drink.

ff. 41-2

[1960], May 6

Fryern Court

Congratulations on CJ’s appointment [as First Sea Lord], but shudders at the thought of the work involved.  Suggests visits to Brighton and Tenby - impressions of his last visit there and his painting a waitress.  Expects next week to stay with Amaryllis in her new house, as Poppet and Pol have seized his room in Percy St.

f. 43

[1960], July 26

Fryern Court

Hopes a date can be fixed with the Queen Mother, whom he would be glad to meet again.  Has been working non-stop; Zoë has been sitting lately:  she has ‘collared a fresh husband ... who takes the place of the absent Antonio’.  Had a chat with Mountbatten who spoke appreciatively of CJ.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 44

1960, July 30

Fryern Court

Would like to finish the Queen Mother’s portrait, should she propose it, but it would mean giving up the project of drawing Bertrand Russell in North Wales, but has been offered the use of a studio in Burlington House.  Next spring would be better.  The President of the RA came to inspect AJ’s work and wants it finished for the next show.  Asks CJ to explain all this to Her Majesty.

f. 45

[1960, Aug.]

Fryern Court

Relieved to hear the Queen Mother’s visit will be later than he thought; may yet make something of her ill-fated portrait.

Went with Dodo yesterday to the Heads, and saw Lettice [?Ashley-Cooper] who spoke of meeting CJ in full uniform:  it would be a ‘fine thing to record this magnificence’.

Glad that CJ approves of Bertrand Russell and his outlook.

f. 46

[1960], Aug.

Fryern Court

Thanks for his letter.  Relieved to hear that the Queen [Mother] will postpone her visit as he is up to his ears in work.  Was to have met Zoë’s husband who had offered to drive AJ to North Wales ‘to have a whack at old Russell’, but heard that he [Russell] was away.  Now, after a crash, Zoë’s husband’s car is being repaired.  News of Hugo and Reine [Pitman], and of Edwin [John], whose ‘nice little daughter’ has been posing.  Incomplete
f. 47

[1960]

Fryern Court

Thanks for the note and enclosure; didn’t know he was going to Canada.  Is preparing for a show at Tooths and has made Dudley Tooth his ‘man of affairs’.  Dodo has recovered from bronchitis.  Would like to paint CJ ‘with all your buttons’.  Hears Beaverbrook is a reformed character.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 48

(1960, Dec. 29)

Fryern Court

Thanks for the pipe; glad that Christmas is over.  Dodo is better after further chest trouble.  They refused to go to the Pitmans’ party.  ‘P.S.  Is the world going mad?’

f. 49

(1961, Apr 14)

Fryern Court

Will come up soon, can borrow Tim Phillips’ studio, perhaps they could start on the portrait.

f. 50

(1961, Apr 14)

Fryern Court

Will certainly accept that offer made by the Institut de France and will now write to Mariano Andreu.  Lunched at Philip Dunn’s, and was very bucked to see there an ‘almost forgotten and very big composition’ by AJ.  Hopes Dunn will invite them to Majorca.  Has had an ‘exchange of insults’ with Edwin.

ff. 51-2

(1961, May 7)

Fryern Court

Has had no reply from [Mariano Andreu].  Understands that CJ has a sum of money paid by an American lady for 2 pictures sold for AJ; unaware of any ‘personal benefit’ from this ‘unless ... Dodo has got in first over it and kept it dark.  This may well be the case as mums the word appears to be her motto now-a-days’.

Agog to see how Gagarin stands up to CJ and the President [?of the RA].

When last up [in London] found himself, at a certain pub in Chelsea, in the centre of a ‘vast assembly gathered to do me honour’, the celebrations continued till late next morning; awoke to find himself ‘safely in bed at my doss-house’; all this is still a complete mystery.  Dudley Tooth was all the time expecting AJ at the gallery to sign drawings.

f. 53

(1961, May 7)

Fryern Court

Has heard nothing of the money from the two paintings sold for him in New York by Andrea, who has the worst reputation for ‘stumping up’.  Mary helped him withstand ‘the impact of a few hundred people’ gathered in the pub to do him honour.  May use Tim Phillips’ studio while he is away, has some enormous pictures to complete.  Received an abusive letter from Edwin; a ‘personable young Welsh woman’ has offered the use of her flat, ‘I am keen to improve my Welsh’.

Earl Russell is on a ‘strict diet of whiskey from sitting out so much’, hopes to see him before the bomb drops.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 54

[1961, May]

Fryern Court

Does not remember Mariano Andreu; the Institut de France is no doubt an ‘estimable body which it won’t hurt me to belong to’.  Will come up again in June to see a show of Gwen’s work at Matthiessen’s.  Is driven mad by correspondence and gets no help from Dodo, who is ‘illiterate, dumb and ill-natured’.

f. 55

[1961, May]

Fryern Court

Sorry CJ didn’t come to the wedding; perhaps he knows the name and address of ‘the gentleman who wishes me to put up as a candidate for a very distinguished French honour’; the letter seems lost in ‘my ap[p]alling mass of correspondence’.  Will come to town next month to see the show of Gwen’s work.  Has ceased to write to Edwin after ‘a truly villainous letter from him’.  Thought CJ’s children greatly improved.

HENRY JOHN

ff. 56-7

[?1932], Jan. 19

Fryern Court

Thanks for Christmas wishes, argues that he does like monks:  ‘It’s the priests, parsons and ministers who are the Devil’.  Hopes HJ will not keep his vows.  Mrs David [John] is cheerful, but provincial, AJ ‘likes Edwyn [sic] immensely’, hears he is a ‘nut at boxing in Paris’.  Freud’s new book is out; hopes HJ is not neglecting his muse.  Caspar has sailed for the Mediterranean, leaving his heart behind, ‘caught in the flaxen hair of a neighbouring virgin’.

T. E. LAWRENCE

f. 58

[1919], Sept. 29

Dorset.  ‘return to 28 Mallord St tomorrow’

Hears Feisal is to be in London, suggests taking him out, and getting a drawing done.  Offers to continue a portrait of TEL ‘which some of the Tait [sic] Gallery people don’t seem to want’.  Has lately done a portrait of ‘an ex-grocer and peer.  I actually frightened him into violence’.

f. 59

[?1920]

28 Mallord St, Chelsea

Good to know ‘my Feisal wears well’, asks why F was beaten by the French.  TEL’s Arab gown has come back cleaned.  AJ will come to Oxford under TEL’s auspices.  Asks him to sit again for the drawing.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 60-1

[1922, April],

La Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy St, Tottenham Court Rd, London W 1

Suggests TEL comes to Spain with him, if he can’t come on the train tomorrow he can ‘find and rescue’ AJ in Paris c/o Thomas Earp, ‘and we’ll do the drawing’.

f. 62

[?1923, spring]

Alderney Manor, nr Parkstone, Dorset

‘I still draw a little’, will let TEL know when he returns so that ‘that portrait may be made’.  Still has the Arab gown.  Kennington made a mess of TEL’s Arabs.  Asks when TEL’s book is coming out.  AJ visited All Souls lately with Herbert Trench.

f. 63

[?1929-30]

Fordingbridge

Suggests meeting Friday next.

f. 64

1930, Nov. 28

28 Mallord St

Glad to hear from him, is in ‘the City of Dreadful Night’, but expects to go to Fryern soon.  TEL may take the study, AJ wants to finish the bigger one.  Has been away in Ireland, Amsterdam and in Paris, where he drew James Joyce:  ‘His mug is largely occluded by several pairs of powerful lenses’.  Some of JJ’s friends are making a book with his ‘quite unsingable "Pomes"‘ set to music, and a drawing by AJ.

TEL has been forestalled with a life of Casement, whose execution ‘seems to have been a very foul bit of work’.  Hears TEL has been ‘up to mischief with the Bolshies’ apart from his ‘Kurdistan machination’.  Asks if he has read [Wyndham] Lewis’s The Apes of God.

f. 65

[1935, ?Feb.]

Fryern

Back from a ‘Cornish jaunt’; thanks for the collotypes.  Glad that Emery Walker is not dead.  Hears a report that TEL is the son of G[eorge] B[ernard] S[haw], ‘if so he should have repeated the effort.’

With more time AJ would have done more fashion plates.  Hopes to be about in March when TEL ‘return[s] to freedom’.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
PERCY WYNDHAM LEWIS

f. 66

1930, Oct. 4

Kildalton Castle, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, Hebrides

Comments on an enclosed cutting.  Roy [Campbell] is a ‘very fine fellow but not a great bull-fighter as he very frankly confessed ... his incursion into the Arena ...[was] ... regrettably comic’.  AJ ‘boiled down one of his best poems in Adamastor and greatly improved it’.  A good job PWL had ‘some disgraceful notices’.

The Quinn letters are ‘a damn nuisance.  My final letter to him wherein I called him a bloody Irishman is like yours absent’.  Lennox Robinson [editor of the letters] is a director of the Abbey Theatre and a playwright.  AJ’s letters make him [AJ] look ‘ridiculously naive and trusting which is worse’.

Typescript copy
ADA NETTLESHIP

ff. 67-8

[1907, late March]

3 Cour de Rohan, Rue du Jardinet, [Paris]

Sends money paid by Ida’s tenant, Mrs Rowden, whom he will inform of Ida’s death.  Asks after the boys; Edwin and Henry are well, Henry has a fine profile.  McEvoy’s mother has invited the children to her mill in Herts, AN might have a look at it.  Dr Viardot has sent a bill for 300 francs; AJ may see Dr Tucker today.

f. 69

[1907, late March]

3 Cour de Rohan

Has sent Mrs Rowden’s cheque for £18.15 to the bank, and asked her to send the rent in future to AN.  Glad to hear the boys are better.  News of Henry and Edwin.  Agrees it is a pity to send Henry away, and to scatter [the children].

Difficult to realise that Ida has ‘gone so far away.  She was the most utterly truthful soul in the world’.  Has never painted her, was ‘counting on doing the real thing in the end - she was such a big subject’.  It would have been worse if he had not been with her that night, ‘she was so gay and spiritual - the world seemed too stuffy for her’.

Glad AN is getting the photographs done.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 70-1

[?1907, Oct.]

8 Fitzroy St, [London] W

Has been getting work done for a show in Chelsea; off to France in a few days and wants to take David and Caspar.  Supposes that Dorelia’s name is never mentioned to the children, ‘a poor plan, considering how much she will be in evidence in the future’ and has been in the past.

Has sold his picture in the New English [Art Club] for 100 guineas.

f. 72

[?1908, Jan.]

8 Fitzroy St

Sends cheque for £5; glad to hear of Henry.  It would be no good to make Ethel [Nettleship] sit [for a portrait].  Saw Michel [?Salaman], loud in praise of the boys.  Has not yet taken the house he looked at:  it seems impractical without Ida; things were just clearing themselves up when she was taken ill.

f. 73

[?1908, May]

Defends Dorelia against AN’s accusations of inducing an abortion:  since Ida herself attempted the same, in accusing Dorelia she is condemning Ida, and hypocritical as she herself ‘instructed Ida in the mysteries of child-prevention ... which she was evidently not quite equal to mastering’, though AJ would have ‘killed’ many an ‘unborn child’ to keep her alive.  Supremely confident that he and Dorelia can bring up the children better than AN or anybody else, and because he objects to the way AN is bringing them up he is going to take them away at once.  He believes AN wants nothing but the children’s good, so there is no quarrel, and he knows what [Ida] would have wished.  Incomplete
ff. 74-5

[1908, early summer]

Hôtel du Mont-Blanc, Boulevard Edgar-Quinet, Paris

Hopes she is better after her illness.  Dorelia is coming to live in France, but as she wants to wander about she cannot take Edwin, her own two boys are quite enough.  Perhaps he may meet a princess who would ‘open her gates to my poor boys’, or perhaps Miss Nettleship would take Edwin as well as Henry, AJ paying for their keep.  The boys are overclothed, which makes them delicate:  Dorelia’s lot never get colds and are ‘quite lightly clothed albeit charmingly’.

Damaged
ff. 76-7

[1908, Aug.-Sept.]

Maison Delort, Dielette, Manche

The boys are well, and bathing in a big pool.  AJ is trying to get a donkey with paniers.  Went to Cherbourg to see the Gypsies again and took down some of their songs, the women are shy and ‘take flight immediately they notice me beginning to sketch them’.

Rather than taking rooms it would be cheaper and better to have a few houses, needs to have at least one fixed roof not too far from London.  Pleased with some of Henry’s photos.  David started writing to AN and will finish the letter soon; the rabbit is still alive.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 78-9

[1909, July]

Harpenden

Arrived today after many adventures, with two vans, a trap and five horses; has a young man for the horses and a boy for washing up etc.  Will be in Cambridge in a day or two to paint Miss Jane Harrison of Newnham College.  Problems of finding somewhere to pull in for the night.  Sorry he has to pay for the empty house in Chelsea, a studio and a room or two would do instead.  His father has invited David and Caspar to visit.  AJ is sorry he can’t see more of Henry.  Hopes to camp near the sea near Liverpool and ‘ride up to the Town Hall to paint the Lord Mayor’.

f. 80

[1912, mid March]

Alderney Manor, Ringwood Road, Parkstone, Dorset

Will come soon to fetch Ida’s urn, ‘but not the half-ton of lead with which it appears to be ballasted’.  Pyramus died and a girl has been born.

f. 81

1913, Jan. 8

Arles

Her letter reached him, he set out for France before Christmas, to work out of doors but it is quite grey, and he will be glad to have the rug.  David and Caspar are now expert cyclists, and Caspar was first in his form, but David had missed much schooling.  Mr Pooley wants them to be weekly boarders.  AJ is moving to St Chamas in a day or two, on the same lake as Martigues, may stay a month before returning.  Enquires after Ethel and Ursula.  Dorelia didn’t send the boys to London as they might catch something there.

f. 82

1924, Jan. 2

Alderney Moor

That drawing is not good enough to be photographed for the boys.  News of David, Caspar, Romilly and Edwin.  AJ will be going to America soon.

f. 83

[1927, late Feb.]

Martigues

Glad to hear of her recovery.  Had lunch with Ursula and her friend in Marseilles.  Surprised that Robin has been sponging on AN, he had not told AJ his fees were due; hopes Robin will get a job with Reubel, AJ will not subsidise him any longer.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
AJ has to go to America soon to make money, would rather be painting for his own satisfaction.  Understands AN’s reluctance to give up her bungalow at Ischia.

Will return next week to London as he has things to finish.  No news of David:  ‘I suppose he is busy with music’; Edwyn is staying on a bit longer.  They have taken another house in the country, and Poppet and Vivi[e]n are very excited about moving in.

URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 84-7

[1907, Sept.]

Equihen, par Le Portel, Boulogne

Thanks for her letter.  If AJ could be induced to part with the children, it would be if UN alone had them.  ‘Homeless, penniless and lawless I present a pretty spectacle of a paterfamilias’.  Wants badly to keep the children, in the delightful atmosphere they were born in, ‘to think of them being educated into ordinary little early Victorian bourgeois prigs is a horrid thought’.  He feared he would soon not recognise them and they would ‘earnestly implore me to get my hair cut’.  Prejudice against Dorelia, but she is a ‘Person and a very rare and respectable being ... having no shams in her ... a worthy soul’, and was Ida’s very good friend.  ‘Because Ida happened to die it doesn’t strike me as indispensable to hurry D. out by the back stairs’; he should like Dorelia to remain part of the family, giving the children the ‘benefit of her honesty and simplicity and affection’ and dressing them in ‘brave attire’.  They can always visit UN as she has an ‘anti-Wigmorian plan’, and AJ may have a house in London.

Mrs ?Flower and Katie nearly got themselves and the children drowned.

f. 88

1917, Feb.

28 Mallord St, Chelsea

Had supper with Leonard Borwick who will write to Biggs about giving David [music] lessons.  Enquires about a ‘good composer’, to write to AJ’s designs for a show at the Chelsea Matinée for the troops.  ‘I can only think of Martin Shaw and I fear he lacks guts and Holbrook is hardly intelligent enough’.

LEONARD RUSSELL

f. 89

1958, April 21

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge

Hopes to have an additional paragraph or two added to [his articles on Wyndham] Lewis, [Roy] Campbell and ‘possibly even Dylan Thomas’, by the time LR returns.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 90

1958, July 9

Fryern Court

Thought ‘Caitlin’s favo[u]rite adjective was now firmly established in the language’; comments on her table manners when they dined as guests of Lord Kemsley.  AJ did not criticise the performance of Under Milk Wood, ‘being stone deaf, I couldn’t follow intelligently’.  Will bring one of his portraits of Caitlin and one of [Wyndham] Lewis; has not yet found the one of Roy Campbell.  Daniel George’s plan to ‘enveigle’ [sic] AJ to the White Tower to meet LR; AJ will come up next week.

f. 91

1958, July 19

Fryern Court

On his return yesterday, found that his wife had unearthed the enclosed photographs of Roy Campbell.  Has also read the proof, which is ‘very much in need of revision’; will ‘dig up some portraits of Caitlin’.

f. 92

1958, July 27

(Fordingbridge)

It has come out surprisingly well; thanks for the print.

f. 93

[1958], July

Fryern Court

Thanks for the cheque for £262.10.0.  Will have photographs taken of the other portraits of Caitlin, the second of Dylan and the earliest of Lewis have not yet been found.  He will ‘revise and perhaps amplify the Roy Campbell piece’.

f. 94

1958, Sept. 6

Fryern Court

Just got his letter, was about to send enclosed pages for insertion.  Will make some ‘short additions’ to the Roy Campbell and Dylan Thomas pieces, and encloses the typescript marked accordingly.  Has mislaid the page referring to ‘an artist in [Wyndham] Lewis’s entourage, who has lately accused Lewis of what might be called treachery’.  Suggests they meet tomorrow.  Has a portrait of Caitlin Thomas LR might care to use; has not traced the ‘second and better portrait of Dylan’, but the Leicester Galleries would know about it.

f. 95

[1958, Sept.]

Fryern Court

Sends the missing typescript with the reference to William Roberts, who recently attacked Lewis in a pamphlet ‘for selfishly ignoring him as a prominent member of Lewis’s circle’.  AJ would be glad to see LR about the article.

22775C

Letters From Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 96

1958, Sept. 12

Fryern Court

Sorry not to have seen him, but he had a cold.  Sends a ‘preliminary foreword’, glad that someone was sent to photograph the portrait of Caitlin he brought up.  Will send the Roy Campbell and Dylan Thomas [articles] by Thursday.  ‘If Lord Kemsley would prefer to keep the project till later’, AJ could ‘improve the stuff’.  ‘Dylan Thomas especially seems defective and hurried.  I was badly shocked by his friend’s account of him in America although it was honest’.  Lord K[emsley] behaved very decently to Dylan.

f. 97

1958, Sept. 16

Fryern Court

Has been ‘in an awful state trying to tidy up the typescripts for Thursday’, and ‘wrestling on a picture’.  Cannot find the articles on Lewis and Dylan Thomas.  Encloses the foreword and the Roy Campbell [article]; is sending word to Lord Kemsley in case he would like to postpone the publication; encloses another paragraph.

f. 98

[1958, Sept.]

Fryern Court

Has finished the job, glad to have had the chance of saying ‘something favourable’ about Dylan.  Looks forward to taking a glass of wine with LR soon.  Heard that Caitlin was ‘very bad in Rome recently’, but that medical treatment has made her a ‘new woman’.  Thinks the ‘American experience sent her "off her rocker" (and him too?)’.

FRIDA STRINDBERG

ff. 99-100

[?1911]

181A King’s Road, [Chelsea]

Had hoped, until she rang the doorbell at 1.30 that morning, that a period of peace had begun.  Refuses to accept her invitation or to acknowledge "deeds" of which he has no knowledge.  Her letter is an attempt at intimidation, perhaps the Law is the only solution.

Drafts
ff. 101-2

[?1911]

[Chelsea]

Quinn had advanced him money for works to be done for him; had told Lobelia to tell FS she should relinquish the picture; refuses to be coerced by FS.  ‘When you are not annoying me with hyperbolic eulogies you are outraging me with the vilest suspicions and accusations’.

Draft
22776D

LETTERS FROM AUGUSTUS JOHN

DORELIA McNEILL

[Letters in Romani are followed by the English translations of F.G. Huth].

ff. 1-3

[1903, spring]

18 Fitzroy St, [London]

Sorry that she did not come to sit on Sunday, wonders if too much dancing the night before had made her too tired.  Her letter was very good, and he wants another, with all the Romani words she knows.  Asks if her new clothes are ready, would like to see her on the highroad, dressed in ‘fire-red’.  If she comes next Sunday, hopes to do her portrait.

Romani
ff. 4-6

[1903, spring]

18 Fitzroy St

Nice to have her letter; also heard from Sampson, who thinks Dorelia is a man, AJ assured him she is a real woman.  Sampson sent a Romani song, one not for a young lady.  She must tell him more about the old whisky-drinking lady who is falling in love with her.  Asks DMcN to sit for him nude, she should not be ashamed, since she is not very fat.

Romani
ff. 7-9

[1903, spring]

18 Fitzroy St

She may bring a friend with her to his show; he is tired of putting up his exhibits and would like to burn the lot.  She must not forget to come on Sunday, he wants to get a new dress for her.

On the roof the other night he frightened the damsel in the adjacent house, but her companion apologised for her mistaking him for a marauder, then they pulled down the blinds and laughed.

Romani

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 10-12

[1903, spring

18 Fitzroy St

Thanks for her message, went to Westminster but she was not there; liked sitting on the grass with her; he and his wife have been ransacking shops to find stuff for her picture; he is getting excited over the picture, wonders when they will make their ‘homage to Omar’; would like to see her before Sunday.

Romani
ff. 13-15

[1903, spring]

Asks her to bring her red dress when she comes next Sunday.  Wonders whether the portrait will take a long time.  He is downhearted today, his sitter has not come.

Romani
ff. 16-18

[1903, ?early summer]

Post Office, Littlehampton, Sussex

Wishes she were with him, his love for her, asks her to write.

Romani
f. 19

[1903, ?late Oct.]

18 Fitzroy St

Finds it hard to believe she is growing fat ‘on a diet of wine and onions and under a burden of ½ a hundredweight odd’.  Comments on her adventures on the way to Toulouse.

The Day for the N[ew] E[nglish] A[rt] C[lub] is Nov. 9, hopes Gwen will send in a good picture of DMcN.  Is very homesick; their house in Essex is being prepared so both DMcN and [Gwen John] will be sure of shelter when they come back.  Sends a ‘modest instalment of my debt to you’.

Anecdote about Johnny Granger luring AJ to visit a friend of JG in Brixton Prison.  Ben[jamin] Evans is contributing to the NEAC.

f. 20

[1903], Nov. 6

18 Fitzroy St

She has taken his pleasantries too seriously; maintains his right to pay off his debts; still here but will migrate [to Matching Green] in a week or so.  The New English sending-in day is next Monday and no picture from Gwen has arrived.

DMcN’s fat ‘excites me enormously and I am dying to inspect it’ and to resume her portrait.  Wonders when DMcN and Gwen John will return, why not for the warming of Elm House?  Describes new decoration, including the front door painted ‘a pure and candid white behind which no hypocrisy can harbour’.  The pigstye is left, but thinks of turning it over to Grainger, with the potato patch and pump.

Selfportrait sketch on verso.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 21-3

[1903, early Nov.]

Asks why he does not hear from her; she sits in the nude for foreigners, but would not for him.  She must be a harlot to show her body for money, not love.

Romani
ff. 24-5

[1903, early Nov.]

Chelsea Art School, Rossetti Studios, Flood St, Chelsea

It was a long time before he heard from her; Gwendolina says she is prettier and fatter, wonders when she will come back.  Was in a cantankerous mood when he wrote before [see ff. 21-3], so he won’t tell her what lubni means.  His wife now does the food and Minger looks after the children.  Nothing has come from Gwen for the New English.  Has stayed up here, trying to get things done, but complains of the models, and of his own neglected condition.  Fitzroy St, is full of ‘frowsy foreigners’.  News of Johnny Granger, [H.S.] Chancellor and Mrs Everet [sic].  [Estelle] Cerutti’s music is no longer to be heard.

Romani and English
f. 26

[c.1903-4]

His love for her; asks her to write and sends her a feather.

ff. 27-8

[1904, July]

Grand Comptoir de la Bourse, Anvers

Why doesn’t she tell him [? sc. Leonard]?  Sends a portrait of himself, done at Paris, and verses in English by him (on verso).

Romani and English
ff. 29-30

[1904, July]

Poste restante, La Place Verte, Anvers

Has to keep writing, has found a letter unposted; has sent her many letters, but she has not written to him.  If he does not hear from her tomorrow will come to find her; his love for her; will take no denial.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 31

[1904, end July]

Poste Restante, Gand

Hopes she has not sent word to Antwerp now he has left.  He is ‘gruesome’ because he does not have her to kiss, though Rubens helps to keep him alive.  ‘The mosquitoes have tattoed me all over like a raspberry’.

Selfportrait sketch on verso.

ff. 32-3

[1904, end July]

Café Metropole, Bruxelles

She should keep writing to Gand, he returns there today; sends further verses (ff. 31v-2).  The time is nearly up and Gand is very near Bruges; will rejoin her on Tuesday morning.

Sketch, f. 32r, of himself and Dorelia.

f. 34

[1904, end July]

[?Bruges]

Will come then on Tuesday morning, unless she comes here before then; she should wait opposite the station, at the Hôtel du Télégraphe.

ff. 35-7

[1904, ?Aug./Sept.]

Matching Green, Essex

Begs her to send a note, ‘to say my socks didn’t fall out of your bag in the midst of your narrative’.  Encloses a note Gwen sent with the pink dress.  ‘If neccessary [sic] love give up all and follow me’.  The studio he counted on is taken so he must find another, but she will be here in a few days.

Romani and English
f. 38

[1905, April-May]

[?Matching Green]

Suggests she stays at the Inn till they come down; the Committee may not meet till next Friday but AJ has suggested Wednesday.  Has on a new suit so ‘cannot think very composedly’.  Will send some money tomorrow; wonders whether Mrs Hext calls her Missis, Miss or Mum.

Pencil selfportrait sketch on verso.

ff. 39-40

[1905, April-May]

Matching Green

Ann [sc. Ida] has sent £3; DMcN should pay the bill if the Hexts hint; asks if the things came from Moreton, suggests putting the blanket on the tent and ordering meat.  He missed the train because his watch was an hour slow.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 41

[1905, summer]

The Duke, [Liverpool]

No penalty attached to ‘having a bastard in the family’, suggests she register [the baby] as his son, provided it is not published in the Daily Mail or Express.  Discusses names; ‘the parish was Lidford wasn’t it?’  Glad to hear it is pleasant at the Green.  Has longings to sculpt.  Sampson is ‘very erratic’.  Hopes to paint two orange girls.  May come back soon.  Urges her not to live on potatoes and to ‘restrain Ann’s [sc. Ida’s] economical fury’.  Will ask Sampson about [registration] law.

ff. 42-3

[1905, ?Aug.]

The Duke

No need to register Pyramus at once, or even at all; Sampson has not registered Honor.  Riley [sc. Prof C.H. Reilly] ‘keeps at me about his scheme of a school of 10 picked pupils’, with £500 a year, AJ could divide his time between Paris and Liverpool; Sampson ‘very seedy’.  Asks what Ann [Ida] means, that he may be ‘troubled’ by his father.

ff. 44-5

[1905, ?Aug.]

Duke of Edinburgh Hotel, Duke St [Liverpool], and ‘Rani’s, Hoylake’

Ann [Ida] sent on DMcN’s to her; he thinks they should all go, it will not be long before he comes over; Ann says that Pyramus is flourishing and fattening; ‘this isolation’ is very good for work, thinks he shall have something for Agnew’s after all; is having dinner with the Râni [Hon. Mary Dowdall].

Prof Riley [sic] offers a ‘vague post as painter in a new school here and £500 a year!’  AJ told him ‘the authorities wouldn’t hear of me’.

Gwen wrote ‘a charming letter as antidote to the other’.  AJ still favours Paris.  Glad that Tony’s [sc. David’s] eyes improve.  Miss Owen is to resume her teaching [Welsh to AJ].

English and Romani
ff. 46-7

[1905, ?late summer]

The brushes haven’t come; she should come up if she wishes.  Has had sitters all day and will have till Monday.  Asks her to bring a book, Men who have failed, wanted at the library.  Expects her tomorrow.

Selfportrait sketch, f. 46v.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 48-9

[1905, late summer]

The brushes haven’t come; if she wants money she should ask; would she care to come tomorrow?  Has sitters every day till Monday.  Asks her to bring the library book, Men who have failed, as it is demanded back.  Had a bath at Orpen’s one morning.  Thinks she must go to France:  ‘You and Ann are too widely different in constitution to get on together.  Ann’s demon is always in ambush’.  Commissioned by Agnew to paint a picture.

Two selfportrait sketches, f. 49.

ff. 50-1

[1905, ?late summer]

18 Fitzroy St

Has been working on her picture and wants it to dry before going on, so she can rest tomorrow, but he would like to see her.  Wonders if she has heard from Sampson; [Ida] has sent word.

English and Romani
Selfportrait sketch, f. 51.

ff. 52-3

[1906, March 16]*

Asks after ‘old Ann’ [sc. Ida] and the name of her hotel.  Has nearly done the last replica and will be back in a week at most, with money in his pocket.  Asks after Pyramus and Edwin.  Is ‘in love with a new man - Egmont Hake’.

*Holroyd (vol I, p 218) dates this letter thus, presumably from the postmark on the envelope, lost when the correspondence reached NLW.

f. 54

[1906, ?April]

Has just found her letter and will come in a few days after seeing to his etchings, a man has ordered a complete set; has done about 100.  Will bring the hat, etc.  Has done no painting ‘since I discovered how’, except the ‘bloody repliques’.  Sends love to [Wyndham] Lewis, asks her to give Pyramus a pinch.  Will join her shortly.

ff. 55-6

[1906, ?mid Nov.]

Assures her that it is her he loves; has been thinking of coming back over the Channel.  Has ordered the photos, the one of her with two kids and an old woman was ‘particularly stunning’.  Hardly anything has sold at the N[ew] E[nglish].

Ann [Ida] tells him that ‘old Cree has pegged out from drinking chloral’.  AJ is sick of the school and tired of Orpen, and ‘the lady’ [Mrs Flower] cannot buy the school just yet.  [Alick] Schep[e]ler’s portrait is getting done.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 57

[1907, April]

[Boulogne]

Has a ‘perfectly royal chamber’ for 2 francs.  Impressions of Boulogne, which is ‘belle comme tout’ and ‘the fish women are simply magnificent’ and must be painted.  Compares them with the women of ‘Langum’ near Haverfordwest who go selling oysters ‘in a peculiar costume and the men are supposed to mind the babies’, he burns to see them.  Has just seen Dr Phillips and went to pay the debt, but was told nothing was owing.

f. 58

[1907, ?autumn]

Eppstein [sic] called yesterday and AJ went to see his ‘monstrous’ sculpture; the ‘Scotch girl’ was modelling for the mother and [Epstein] is ‘going about borrowing babies’, and suggests sending the group to the NEAC.

Saw Stephen Granger, whose mother had died; Johnny got kicked out of the Chelsea Palace.  AJ is doing ‘lovely painting’, Lewis has gone to Germany ‘in pursuit of his lady’.  Asks if DMcN has got a ‘pianny’.  Suggests sending over Tony [sc. David] to stay with AJ.

f. 59

[1907, ?Nov.]

8 Fitzroy St

Sends £5.  ‘London is rather degrading’; was received by the Labourets with open arms, they are deeply hurt that Jessie [McNeill] sent no announcement of her marriage.  [The Labourets] will let all the house but the kitchen and bedroom over.  Comments on other rooms he has seen.  Had dined also at Humphreys.

ff. 60-1

[?1907]

Sorry to hear Romilly has got thin.  Hopes she doesn’t find the studio damp.  News of Granger, [Ambrose] McEvoy (‘in a horrible condition, slobbering and wobbling and drivelling’), and [Henry] Lamb (‘he wants to be my apprentice’).  AJ is doing a vast cartoon; heard from [Robert] Gregory, that the owner of the castle will not let it to a pagan like AJ; Charles McEvoy sent a begging letter.

The school is flourishing but Orpen is not back; AJ has recovered from neur[a]sthenia.

ff. 62-3

[1907, ?Nov.]

31 Whitehead Grove, [London]

The private view of his show is next Thursday, if Jessie sends Mrs Mitchell’s address he’ll send tickets.  Has bought a bed and blankets but no jar.  Suggests she see over some houses, and that she takes her pills.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 64-5

[1907, Nov.-Dec.]

The show [?at the Carfax Gallery] opened successfully, he sold £225 worth the first morning.  Impressions of Epstein and his wife and ‘dirty little Will’ [?Rothenstein].  Mrs Flower bought a drawing of Romilly and has commissioned one of Pyramus.  Hopes Pyramus enjoys the caviare.  A man at Eton College wants his portrait painted.  He’d better take a studio soon, and she should look for a house.  [Lawrence] Binyon ‘is an insulting little body’.

f. 66

[1908, ?spring]

Delighted to get her letter, she was right to move to the [Hôtel de l’]Haute Loire; [Wyndham] Lewis is a jewel.  Gwen’s pictures [at the NEAC] are ‘simply staggering’, and he has put up the prices to £50.  Tomorrow he is judging a hanging.

Comments on [Ambrose] McEvoy and Orpen; McColl has recommended AJ to do a portrait for £600.  Starts Lady Ottoline [Morrell] on Tuesday.  Has written to Tyler about the room on the river, wonders whether she sees Tyler and Fabian [de Castro].

ff. 67-8

[1908, ?spring]

Hopes she got the £5 he sent some days ago, he got her letter and card this morning.  Wonders why she left the Hotel.  Is ordering some clay at once.  Visited ‘Enery’ [Henry John] at the farm in Hampshire.  The New English is hung, Gwen has sold one and will doubtless sell the other, AJ is having the frames gilded.

Met Percy Grainger ‘at the Americans’ and he played and sang some English folksongs he has collected with his phonograph, he says that England is richer than the continent in folk music.

Enquires whether the Slades are going to Spain with [Wyndham] Lewis.

ff. 69-70

[1908, ?spring]

Hôtel de la Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy St, London

That was a beautiful drawing she sent; he has dozens of ideas, as sketches, to carry out.  Met the Sultan of Zanzibar [Horace de Vere Cole], who is going to Spain with Tyler.  Went to the British [?Museum] with the Americans and was ‘quite dazed’:  saw a ‘lovely Indian woman with her leg round a tree’ there (sketched in ink, f. 72v).  ‘Le Double’ wants to know what AJ is doing.

Wonders whether he should take over Tony and Caspar, and how Edie [McNeill] is taking Paris.  The Slades ‘beat me altogether’.  Asks where to send the piano back.  Tired of being alone, without her.  Is putting some drawings with Chenil to sell.

ff. 71-2

[1908, spring]

Asks whether she received the £5 sent to the [Hôtel de l’]Haute-Loire, sends another.  Made a fire in a sand-pit with Tony and Caspar; they must go ‘on the Drom’ soon, if he sells some things; Edie [McNeill] would be no use to DMcN.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 73-4

[1908, ?April]

[Hôtel du] Mont Blanc, [rue Edgar Quinet, Paris]

Read her letter in bed this morning, it is time she ‘cleared out of that filthy town’.  AJ now feels better after horseriding at Robinson.  Suggests leaving Edwin with the others; if she is going to wander two kids are plenty, unless they could find a big house.

AJ is keen on Spain, Royall Tyler, his latest friend, knows all about it.  Saw [Wyndham] Lewis, bound for Lobelia’s [sc. Euphemia Lamb].  AJ will send instructions for drawings to be sent to Chowne.  Expects payment from ‘International’, [?Robert] Gregory owes him £6.  Has not yet heard from Gwen.

Edwin can stay at the farm with Henry, AJ will write to Mrs Nettleship to fetch him.  Slade and Jessie ‘linger on here incapably’.

ff. 75-6

[1908, ?April]

Hôtel de l’haute Loire (‘de Castro’ deleted), B[oulevar]d Raspail, [Paris]

Sorry his letter depressed her.  He wants to be with her, but she seemed dissatisfied with him, and exaggerates his beastliness.  Asks if she will come over or should he come back:  ‘doing nothing is killing’, and he can’t stand the thought of separating’.  Not inspired by Mrs G.R. leaving her family.  Suggests they go south.

ff. 77-8

[1908, April]

Au Café de la Tartine Parisienne, 68 Avenue de Maine, [Paris]

Has taken two rooms here, a saving on the room in the Hôtel de Mont-Blanc.  ‘Lobelia had 6 men in her room last night, representing six European powers and all silent as the grave’.  AJ gave Lobelia his last address as she wished to ‘noce’ with him.  [Wyndham] Lewis ‘becomes intolerably bilious now and then’.  Asks whether Mrs Nett[leship] has sent for Edwin and whether DMcN has ‘delivered him up’.  Asks what time he should meet her on Wednesday.

f. 79

[1908, May]

[London]

Glad to hear from her.  He might take Sickert’s studio, on the Boulevard St Jacques.  Has killed several bugs at Cheyne Walk.  Windsor called, with Alick Schepeler, and told AJ of the Quatz’Arts Ball and Lobelia.  Mrs McEvoy has invited AJ down.  Had an offer of £100 for the portrait of Pyramus, but asked £150.  London in a ‘Union Jack rash’ again.  Would like to take Tony and Caspar this summer, promises her some drawings; will quit London as soon as he’s arranged his affairs.  Lady Ottoline is ‘not much good at sitting.  She is a yard or two too long’.  Max [Beerbohm] has done a caricature of him.

Sketch on verso, after Beerbohm, of AJ with art students, ink with water colour.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 80-1

[1908, ?May]

8 Fitzroy St

Found her letter and card, and one from Mrs N[ettleship] ‘in a much more moderate and conciliatory tone’, he answered that in accusing DMcN of procuring miscarriage she was condemning Ida who had tried the same, and that DMcN’s attempts to annihilate ‘a mass of inchoate blubber’ at risk of her life ‘to spare me further burdens’, only proved her self-sacrifice.  Told Mrs N. that he was taking all the children, and she told him that to marry DMcN was ‘the correct thing to do’.

Cannot leave Edwin with Mrs McEvoy.  Thomas suggests the country near Naples.  AJ has ordered a passport.  Wonders whether Jessie [McNeill] would come over with him to see to the boys.  Epstein’s row is getting on.

f. 82

[1908, early June]

Sends her a piece of criticism [?of his work]; would like to take a studio at Toulouse.  Saw the boys yesterday.  Wonders where the piano is to be sent back.

Sketch on verso, of AJ astride a galloping horse.

f. 83

[1908, ?June]

Londres

Sorry she is out of money, thought he had sent some.  Brought the 3 boys to Burnham Beeches to ‘a sort of Slade picnic’.  Is setting his affairs in order before coming over.  Unless he hears that Ursula Tyrwhitt will take the room on Cheyne Walk he’d better let Winzer take it.  Had another card from [Wyndham] Lewis saying he is leaving ‘that blasted country’ for somewhere in France.  Sends a photo of ‘Enery in his rotten get up.’  Love to [Henry] Lamb.

ff. 84-5

[1908, June]

c/o Mrs McEvoy, Westcott, Wantage, Berks

Back in this pigstye; Mrs McEvoy and AJ both wish she was here.  Will repaint the van and perhaps take it to the New Forest.  Sold his big picture at the NEAC for £100, Gwen sold her other painting for £30.  AJ and Mrs McEvoy are going to drive to Lambourn.  Offers to send her a ring.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 86

[1908, June]

131 Cheyne Walk, [London]

Will bring over the blue cotton and cuticura, and will get a passport ‘as I shall always be more or less suspect’.  She must reclothe Tony and Capper [David and Caspar] when he brings them; it’s a shame to leave Robin behind.

Is sending a lot of things to Chenils and will probably sell well.

Epstein wrote to AJ in despair as his figures [in the Strand] are being threatened by the police.  AJ sent him £5 ‘on account of Rom’s portrait’.

ff. 87-8

[1908, June-July]

c/o Slade, 132 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea

Has written to the Schepeler and said goodbye, so urges her to get well.  Saw the boys yesterday, news of Robin, Caspar and David.  S. Grainger, C[harles] McEvoy and AJ passed last night here.  May take Robin back, suggests she comes over, the boat leaves Boulogne at 12.10.

Selfportrait sketch, f. 88.

ff. 89-90

[1908, July]

Diélette, [France]

Will be back soon; Diélette is enchanting, but the people and gendarmes at Les Pieux are ‘things unmentionable’.  Got to Flamanville this morning, met a traveller friend he made at Bayeux 2 years ago.  Wiped ‘the last dust of Les Pieux’ from his feet and went to Le Rozel, by the sea, then to Flamanville; was becoming a pessimist:  J.F. Millet seemed ‘a damned blag[u]eur - a bloody romanticist and liar’, but Diélette renews AJ, it is ‘better than my native town where I ought to have stopped’.

Discussion of food and rooms.  Sends love to Tony and Robin, they will never forget his having ‘clouted them in the face’, as AJ has not forgotten his father ‘kicking me upstairs once - when I was about Tony’s age’.

ff. 91-2

[1908-9, winter]

8 Fitzroy St, [London]

Is in the studio, a ‘fine place’.  Got up a lot of things from Orpen’s, and found [Alick] Schepeler’s portrait:  ‘a little work would just do it’.  Nicholson gave him a huge canvas, so may paint two women on it for the ‘Fair Women’ exhibition in Feb.  Would like to go riding on the downs.  Advises DMcN to take her pills regularly.  Stephens has not written.  Is writing to Edie and Jessie.  His ‘poor father hints that he is coming up soon’.

Selfportrait sketch, f. 92r.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 93-4

[1909, Aug.]

28 Alexandra Drive, Sefton Park, Liverpool

Thanks for photos and letter.  ‘Was that cousin a ugly bugger of the name of Bridgewater?’  AJ forges ahead with the portrait of [Chaloner Dowdall] and is putting in his footman (ink sketch, f. 93v), it will be better than Miss Harrison’s [portrait].  The room in the Town Hall makes a grand studio, he drives down in a carriage and pair with two footmen.

Gave her message to Sampson, ‘he is more of an old maniac than ever’, but at work on the Grammar.  AJ asks after Tony.

ff. 95-6

[1909, ?Aug.]

[Liverpool]

Sent a letter to Palling, hopes the horse is better and that she has found a pleasanter spot to camp.  The Dowdalls are going on Thursday, he hasn’t got [Dowdall]’s face done, and is ‘sick of Town Halls’.  Went with the Dowdalls to Southport yesterday.  Asks how Arthur behaves.

He has had a letter from [Thornton John] saying he is coming over in a month or two, perhaps with Winny, had the idea of buying a sailing boat to live in.

Knewstub sold over £300 of pictures, drawings and etchings last week.

ff. 97-8

[1909, Aug.]

c/o The Hon Mary [Dowdall]

Got her note last night after returning from a play, ‘The Devil’.  The portrait is nearly done, Dowdall has to go on a boat trip today and has invited AJ too, to cruise to Anglesey and back.  Three days will finish the picture.

Asks if she has been on the move constantly.  The Rai [John Sampson] is in an awful state.  Asks after Arthur and Norwich.

Sketch of the Dowdall portrait, f. 98r.

ff. 99-100

[1909, Aug.]

The Town Hall, Liverpool W.

Glad to hear her news.  The portrait will be done in a few days, [Dowdall] sits all day and every day, Mrs Dowdall says ‘this L. Mayor business is taking the saw-dust out of her’.

AJ went into two Chinese opium dens with Captain Kettle.

Sketch, f. 100r, of Dowdall and AJ in a carriage and pair, being saluted by a policeman.

f. 101

[1909, Aug. ?20]

[London]

Asks after the camp.  Began [John] Quinn yesterday, ‘a garrulous Irish American’.  In the evening they met Symons, who had his lady keeper with him:  ‘we were rather afraid he’d go mad again’.  Asks DMcN to send the photos; wonders if Helen is at Siouxville.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 102

[1909, Aug. 24-5]

[London]

Has practically done John Quinn, who offers him £250 a year for life and AJ can send him what he likes.  Called on [Hugh] Lane yesterday, the canvasses are all up.  Drew A[rthur] Symons yesterday and spent the evening with him and his lady guardian and Quinn.  Saw Lydia Kyashkt again.  Instructions for Arthur to do the harness.

f. 103

[1909, Aug.-Sept.]

[London]

Depressing to be back.  Hugh P. Lane has been knighted.  Asks whether Edie came.  Ottoline sat this afternoon.  Saw Charles McEvoy who told him of the "tutor"; ‘a mysterious man of 40 with an adventurous past and a waxed moustache’.  Hears that the Sheffield decorations are practically certain.  Mrs McEvoy sends love.  Asks if Tony has appeared.  Sends £5.

f. 104

[1910, Jan.]

Olympia, Place de l’Horloge, Avignon

Avignon is wonderful; saw two Gypsies; his box is a mill-stone, and he has bought a leather sack.  ‘I must get rid of this chic or I’ll get into trouble’.  Has not seen the frescoes yet.  Italy cannot be better than this.  Asks if she has seen a doctor about her waist.  She should write to Arles.

Sketch, f. 104v, of AJ approaching a castle across a mountainous landscape.

f. 105

[1910, Jan.]

Nimes

Asks her to send something on to Egmon[t] Hake; found Gypsies at Avignon, wishes he had the wardo [caravan] here.  Goes to Arles tomorrow, and expects to find a letter from her.

f. 106

[1910, Jan.]

Plaza de Toros d’Arles, Boulevard des Lices, Arles-sur-Rhône

Received her ‘immense budget of correspondence’, sorry that she is staying in ‘that foetid jakes London’; Cox seems to have plenty of recommendations and they want an able man, if one is to travel with a nursery and work; will write to him.

Impressions of Gypsy children he met.  The Gitano he met at Avignon gave him a lesson in Spanish Romany.  Must see Aigues-Morte and Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer before Italy.  The Romanichels recommend travel in Spain.  She should write next to Marseilles, suggests she come down with P[yramus] and R[omilly].

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 107-8

[1910, Jan.]

Café Gilles Roux, Paradou, Bouches-du-Rhône

Has just been to Les Baux and missed a train at Paradou.  Impressions of Les Baux:  ‘there are plenty of precipices for the boys to fall over’.  Met a ‘superb fellow’, Alphonse Brioule, who spoke Provençal and was writing a letter to the poet Mistral.  AJ sketched Brioule and was invited to his home to see his 7 children, he will also take AJ to see Mistral.  AJ noticed suitable ground to camp on, but must have ‘light hooded carts and tents’.

Saw the Gitanes again and was entertained by them; also went to see a play.  Has written to Mr Cox to explain the situation.

DMcN’s belly is ‘very enigmatic’, she doesn’t want more babies yet and could not better Pyramus or Romilly.  Asks for [Helen] Maitland’s address.

ff. 109-10

[1910, Jan.]

Grand Bar des Glaces, Avignon

Went to Graveson to meet [Alphonse Brioule], the man who was going to show him Mistral, and who was an ‘absolute madman’.  Found ‘the master’ on the road (sketch of Mistral, f. 109v), and he took them into his house.  AJ asked him to sit, but he refused and told AJ to view his portrait at Marseilles.  The talkative Briole [sic] took him to dine at his own home, so that AJ lost his train back to Arles and came to Avignon, hoping to get to Arles tonight.  Has hired a vehicle to go to Saintes-Maries-[de-la-Mer] tomorrow morning.

Impressions of the country.  Met a man at Les Baux who knew Oliver Onions who married Miss Ruck, ‘so we can’t get away from London associations’.

f. 111

(1910, Jan. 27)

Restaurant Gelet, Aux Lices, Arles

Got her registered letter, but these are difficult to collect since he has no passport.  Will go to Marseilles today and so to Italy to see the galleries.  Went to Saintes-Marie[s]-de-la-Mer and was nearly frozen.  Impressions of La Camargue.  Has talked to a young cocher, who could get them a cart.

Glad her belly is no worse, his bronc[h]ial catarrh is going strong.

The Daily Mail announced that Mr E. Royall Tyler and Mr P. Haines had left Nice for Genoa.  Suggests she brings only Pyramus if she comes, advice for the journey.  After Marseilles she should write to Florence.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 112

(1910, Jan. 28)

Marseilles

Was off to Genoa but met some Russian Gypsies and spent the night with them; one of them played the concertina, one sang and one danced.  They want him to go to Milan with them.

Wishes she would join him, alone or with Pyramus, gives details of the train.

f. 113

[1910, ?late Jan.]

Marseille

Only one letter from her today, one from Mrs Sampson and a bill from the dentist.  Urges her to see a doctor about her belly.  Slept with the Gypsies last night, feels better than for a long time.  The Gypsies want her to come and for them all to travel together.  Has tried to draw them, and taken down another version of ‘Ao’dar ker, Mimi’.

f. 114

[1910, Jan.-Feb.]

Grand Bar des Cinq Parties du Monde, Cours Belsunce, Marseille

Got her letter, has telegraphed for her to come now, but if she brings the 3 brats they will need a bonne.  Is still with the Russian gypsies, ‘the best dancers and singers in the world’; ‘they make me feel a damn Gajo’.  Saw some news of the elections in the French papers.

ff. 115-16

[1910, early Feb.]

Marseille

No wire from her, ‘perhaps as Paris is mostly under the water the telegraph poles have floated away’.  Still with the Romanichels, and getting less Gajkono, the Gitano women are splendid.  If DMcN came they could meet them in Milan in about 2 weeks; if he has no wire from her tonight he’ll go to Genoa tomorrow night.  Today received a packet of letters from her, tells her not to send registered letters - he had to get two Gypsies to witness his identity.

f. 117

[1910, early Feb.]

Grand Bar des Cinq Parties du Monde, Marseille

Had had no answer to his three telegrams.  Last night his hosts Milosch and Terka showed him all their wealth; this morning 3 young men came with news of the death of a Romni [gypsy woman], which caused great lamentation.  Found 20 or 30 more Romanichels at the station, including the widower.  Suggests she write to him at Florence.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 118-19

[1910, early Feb.]

[Marseille]

Just got her telegram.  The floods may make the journey impossible; may go to Genoa tonight as the Gypsies are going to Milan, they also mean to come to London.  Terka’s 10 month old baby may die tonight, he is taking it a little brandy.  May take a room in Milan and try to paint some of these folk.  Is learning Romani every hour.

f. 120

[1910, early Feb.]

Via Carlo Alberto, Genova

Impressions of Italy and the people (sketch of the Genoese, f. 120r).  His box remains at the consigne in Marseilles; asks her to send £20 to him at Florence.  Had a ‘highly amusing letter from Sampson.  ‘The pubs are horrid little places mostly art-nouveau’.

f. 121

(1910, Feb. 2)

Galleria Mazzini, Genova

Got her telegram today, she’d better not come here as ‘it’s a bloody place’, is still waiting for his box.  Probably will see Italy in a week and then go and paint the Gypsies in Milan.  Does she still insist on bringing 3 brats?  Complains of ‘horrible English tourists with interpreters attached’.  Is wiring to Milosch to ask when he will be in Milan, but DMcN would not like to stop with the Gypsies.  Asks after her inside.

Must send something about the Russians off to the Journal [of the Gypsy Lore Society], has a few songs and stories and about 100 new words.

ff. 122-3

(1910, Feb. 5-6)

Palace Hotel, Orvieto

Went straight to Siena and told Cooks to hunt up his box, left at Genoa, and containing jewellery and handkerchiefs for her.  Comments on indifferent paintings at Siena, ‘especially those by a bloody sod called Sodoma’, though the Lorenzetti frescoes are the ‘real pearl’.  Italy outside Genoa not so bad.  The cathedral here is ‘the most expensive cake I’ve struck so far’.  Discusses proposed route.  Italy seems ‘damnably over-cultivated’ with no good pull-ins.  Will meet her at Avignon, Arles or Marseilles.  Asks after the family, and her belly.

Has been making a list of words, songs and stories he collected from the Gypsies.

f. 124

(1910, Feb. 8)

Firenze

Complains of slow trains; impressions of Perugia; wrote out some of the ‘Romani stuff’ for the Journal [of the Gypsy Lore Society]; description of Orvieto; ‘the big towns are disgusting - the people ... like Londoners.  But the contadini are superb’.  No waste patches to stop on, but the landscape ‘just what the old artists liked to see’.  Asks after her belly, wishes she were with him, suggests bringing Pyramus.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 125-6

[1910, Feb.]

Ravenna

Waiting for a train; the mosaics are superb.  Got a letter from her at Florence, ‘so you are in for another brat’, hopes it will be another boy; advice for the journey south via Paris.  Hopes Mrs Maitland is learning all about fresco; of course DMcN will pay Helen [Maitland]’s expenses.

AJ will write to Charles McEvoy about the man who will know about horses.  Saw in the Daily Mail that Mr E. Royall Tyler had returned to Nice, would like to write to him for Fabian [de Castro]’s address.  AJ’s handkerchiefs are ‘simply foul’ and ‘you could grow mushrooms in my vest’.

f. 127

[1910, Feb.]

Going to Arles is a good idea, there would be room for Helen [Maitland] and Romilly; advice for the journey; asks her to bring paints and brushes.

Selfportrait sketch on verso.

ff. 128-9

[1910, Dec.]

Hotel Camille, L’Odéon, [Paris]

Got here safely and dined with Tyler; will try to inveigle Helen out today; will probably go to Marseilles on Thursday; dined with Cole who ‘had just had Shelley’s appendix cut off’.  Sends love to the boys and Slades.

f. 130

[?1910-11]

13 Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea (deleted)

Of course it is her he wants, he’ll be with her in a week, but hates leaving Ida’s kids in ‘that bloody house’.  Has been working and is ‘dying for more’; ‘that barmaid has disappeared from my ken’.  Has had two illegible cards from [Wyndham] Lewis.

ff. 131-2

[1911, ?late Jan.]

[Paris]

Has written to Mr Mac that they may ‘turn into the Van any hour’, AJ is getting a stove for it; they can look for a house at their ease.  DMcN had better ‘clear over’ as soon as possible, by the first morning boat.  AJ asks her to give Le Prêtre another 20 francs to keep his pictures a short while longer.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 133-4

[1911, ?Jan.-Feb.]

[London]

Charly tells of a Manor House with chapel attached, AJ will come down with him tomorrow and they will visit it; the studio in Red Lion Square was already let.  The New English is a ‘bloody little show’ this time.

f. 135

[1911, ?Jan.-Feb.]

That house must be seen; he could borrow the money, but 7 acres isn’t much; Mrs McEvoy is coming.  The Icelander has been stopping for a few nights.  Hopes David is all right again.  Has not yet been to the Russian ballet.  ‘Am I a Don Juan?  How sad!’  Asks for Jessie’s address.

f. 136

[1911, Feb.]

181A King’s Road, [London].  (‘153 Church Street’ deleted)

Arrived safely and has not touched a drop of liquor.  Innes has been doing ‘La Bombe’.  [Horace de Vere] Cole drove his car into a cart-load of people, injuring many; saw McEvoy, with ‘a moustache like an old blacking brush’.  The Austrian [?Mrs Strindberg] has been advertising for Mrs Lamb, Howard and Harry Lamb.  May visit DMcN’s family.

ff. 137-8

[1911, March]

Rhyd-y-ven Hotel, Arenig, N Wales

Not finding Innes at Llanelly he came up here, ‘the most wonderful place I’ve seen’.  Last night had in two young shepherds who danced Welsh jigs and sang.  Now off to see a waterfall.  Sampson is not far off; she ought to come to stay here.

ff. 139-40

[1911, June-July]

181A King’s Road, [London]

Wishes he was back in Dorset.  The cartoons are nearly ready to paint; Wood mentioned Amanati; saw Eppstein [sic] ‘seedy and drinking ginger beer’.  Mrs Lionel Phillips wants decorations for Johannisburg.  Mary McEvoy is ill; Sampson wired to say that Seton wants AJ to come to paint Kuno Meyer.  Mme Strindberg saw the cartoons and said he needed a palace:  ‘I think [she] has gone out to buy one’.  Asks for Helen Maitland’s address.

Selfportrait sketch, f. 140.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 141-2

[1911, July]

Sandon Studios Society, Liberty Buildings, School Lane, Liverpool

Staying at the Reillys, the portrait [of Kuno Meyer] is going to be all right, but he’s painting in ‘an awful cellar’.  Perhaps they might take a place by the sea and ‘leave the house to finish itself’.  AJ will write to David.

[Mme] Strindberg has come here to meet Audrey, whose chap has joined Nina [?Hamnett] in Paris.

ff. 143-4

[1911, July]

Dingle Bank, Liverpool

The ‘bloody old portrait’ is getting on.  Strindberg has gone ‘across the water’ with Audrey.  Heard from Innes; met Granville Barker, who was staying here.  Cannot stop [Mme] Strindberg buying his work.  Hopes they get on with the studio as he wants to start Quinn’s commission.

Washington has sent the chest.  All the Gypsies are going to London when they’ve finished work here; the ordinary Liverpool population are ‘hopeless barbarians’.  She should ask Baker if he knows of a horse and trap.

ff. 145-6

[1911, July]

Sandon Studios Society, Liberty Buildings

She had better fetch Robin and not let Mrs N[ettleship] get him the new clothes.  Has loaned another studio instead of the ‘damn coal hole’.  Innes will do well to spend a few days of peace, he wishes he was married.  AJ trusts that her waist is not swelling:  ‘I can’t imagine what could be the cause of it.’  Has not seen Sampson for a few days.

ff. 147-8

[1911, July]

Sandon Studios Society

Asks after her ‘waistband’ (sketch, f. 147r).  Comments on work by Lipsinsky.  Kuno comes again this afternoon; portrait commissions are a waste of time.  Met Mr Griffiths of Arenig yesterday.  Managed not to see much of [Mme] Strindberg and Audrey.

Selfportrait sketch, f. 148v.

f. 149

[1911, July-Aug.]

The portrait of Kuno is done.  Expects to come to London on Saturday, Gordon Craig’s dinner is on Sunday and on Monday AJ will come to Dorset.  Dined with Lipsinsky and his wife, and invited them to go to Nant-ddu.  Innes could live with them there.  Asks after Robin.

22776D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 150-1

[?1911, late summer]

[London]

A play by Gwen was going to be produced in a West End theatre but was refused a licence by the Lord Chamberlain.  Met ‘old Thomas’ at the club.  The curtains make the studio warm; suggests she comes up.

f. 152

[1911, late summer]

[London]

Town is like a ‘hot muffin’; met Innes, who explained the ‘Nant-ddu affair’, saying Lipsinski was intolerable.  AJ suggests precautions against forest fire.

Is working on his Mumpers decoration.  The first number of R[h]ythm is ‘beneath contempt’.  Asks after the visit of ‘Chad & Co.’

ff. 153-4

[?1911, Sept.]

181A [King’s Road]

Dr Ernst says he can put AJ right.  Quinn wired asking AJ to go to Paris; AJ must go to Chirk soon so would not have another chance to go.  Mrs Kohler gave him the address of a collector in Paris.  DMcN could come to Paris too.  Dined with Havard Thomas.

ff. 155-6

[1911, ?Sept.]

181A [King’s Road]

Good news about Bazin; [Mme] Strindberg took poison yesterday after AJ visited her at the Capitol, and was not expected to live:  ‘The Capitol is bouleversé and the waiters in the Café Royal look at me with discreet sympathy’.  Quinn and AJ have been discussing the trip to France, has been working on one of the cartoons.  Must ‘wean Quinn from his vulgar Yankee habits of expense’.  JQ has bought some things by Epstein, whose ‘latest "Phallic" sculptures are simply sickening’.  AJ has bought 2 Persian bed covers and Quinn an Arab shawl for DMcN, ‘which you probably won’t like’.

f. 157

[1911, Sept.]

[London]

Quinn expects to go to France on business to meet a millionnaire called Ryan.  That ‘hell-bitch Strindberg’ won’t give up a picture.  AJ has bought a panama hat.  They are going to see the Gypsies today.  Instructions for [John Hope] Johnstone to order books.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 158

[1911, Sept.]

[London]

Unsure whether to go to France with Quinn tomorrow.  M[ichel] Salaman wants his portrait done; AJ has ‘been at one cartoon’.  [Mme] Strindberg has ‘gone off her head again’, and Lobelia has fled.  Innes ‘quiet, but ... almost laughably weak-minded’, thinks of going to Nant-ddu with Daviel.  Called on the Epsteins with Quinn:  although ‘sex is his weak point’, he is now using stone straightaway and very well’.  Hopes Johnstone sent for the books.

Damaged:  top right hand corner torn.

f. 159

[1911, Sept.]

[London]

Going tomorrow, crossing with Dummer Howard; [Horace de Vere] Cole may bring [Lillian] Shelley down for AJ to finish the studies for her portrait.  The ‘Two Friends’ has been sold, so neither Ottoline [Morrell] nor DMcN can have it.  Has written to Lily Ireland telling her to go down if she likes.  Suggests DMcN gives Edie a fiver.

ff. 160-1

[1911, Sept.]

Palais d’Orsay, Paris

The hotel is not bad; ‘that hell-bitch is here of course’, having appeared at Charing Cross, and tried to get Quinn into partnership with her to run AJ.

Innes and Daviel have gone to Nant-ddu, they thought of having Ashley there too to pose.  Innes is ‘gone’ on Lobelia.  Hopes the baby is doing well, wonders if the car has arrived.  Shelley and AJ might spend a few days together for painting, leaving Quinn in Lobelia’s charge with the motor car’, but will not send for [Shelley and Lobelia] if it would annoy DMcN.  Asks after [Hope] Johnstone.

Complains of the Americans’ accents, ‘naiveté ... banality ... crass stupidity’.

f. 162
[1911, Sept., ?Paris]

Saw a horrible ballet at the Marigny theatre; has not seen the Austrian [Mme Strindberg]:  ‘we shall throw her off the scent by means of the car’.  Asks DMcN to write to Marseilles.  Incomplete
f. 163

[1911, Sept.]

Grand Café de Paris, 33 Place du Breuil, Le Puy

Travelled 142 miles today from Montluçon via Clermont-Ferrand, bust another tyre.  Quinn is ‘quite tolerable company’ today, Ryan ‘a very curious old man’.  Quinn told him AJ had 2 big decorations for which AJ wanted £4000, and Ryan offered $20,000 which is £5000.  [Ryan] seems ‘quite tired of being rich’.

DMcN should not worry about the suggestion regarding Shelley.  May pay Bazin a visit.  Asks if the new car has come.  ‘Motoring is a fearfully wrong way of doing the country but an awfully nice way of doing without railway trains’.  Asks after Johnstone, Slade and Katie.  Quinn greatly impressed with the country.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 164

[1911, Sept.]

Grand Café Glacier, Marseille

Got the letters and post-card.  Wishes he had not mentioned the idea about Shelley.  Brought Rodin’s secretary down from Aix in the motor.  ‘Quinn’s French efforts are amazing’.  Passed Gypsies on the road; would like to travel Provence on foot.  Aude sends her ‘hommages’.  Must visit Bazin.

Would send some cards to [Helen] Maitland if he knew her address.  Has ‘not succeeded in deciphering Fabian’s letter but apparently he has got into the hands of the police’.  Asks her opinion of E. Nettleship’s letter.

Quinn wants to spend a day or two in Paris before he sails, Gwen wrote to him that she had finished his picture [‘Girl reading at the window’, Langdale no 25], AJ did not call on her ‘as I knew the Austrian would be spying on me’.  Will wire when they have decided on their route.

f. 165

[1911, Nov.

London]

Relieved it was a false alarm; would have been sorry if it hadn’t been and he away in France.  Got some ‘rubbish’ for the kids at Gamages.  Wrote and telephoned Barker who asked him to bring Pyra[mus] after Christmas.

[Mme] Strindberg is supposed to be ‘pegging out in earnest this time’.  Coming out of the Café Royal with C[harles] Slade he met Cole, Bromo and Strindberg, as he got into a taxi she extended a ‘noble, generous and forgiving hand’, but he said ‘Damn you to Hell’ and leapt into the cab, so she went back to the Savoy and swallowed ‘Virinol or Bovril or something’.  Her last words to Cole were ‘Be good to Lilian’ (Bromo).  Innes reappeared yesterday.

ff. 166-7

[?1911, Dec.]

[London]

Got 4 Persian rugs; Innes’s show opened today, he is off to the Pyrenees.  Helen Maitland is using AJ’s room.  Asks after Pyra[mus].  His panels are being prepared.  Quinn has written to Chenil’s about the picture.  [Mme] Strindberg may be unwelcome to the police if she returns to England.

Impressions of the new Gypsy Club, only one rai, Gallichan, turned up.  AJ has been invited to be the Club’s President.  DMcN might ask Johnstone to photograph a panel of 3 male heads in AJ’s studio.

22777D

LETTERS FROM AUGUSTUS JOHN

DORELIA McNEILL

f. 1

[?1912]

Waited nearly 3 hours for a train, and [Caspar] left his parcel at Waterloo.  Impressions of [the caravan] and list of things required for it.  Suggests Harry comes to stay when AJ goes back.  News of Caspar.  Ink sketch of gypsy caravan

f. 2

(1912, Jan. 29)

[London]

Better to leave Pyra[mus] a little longer.  The panels have arrived, ‘all rottenly prepared’.  Is bringing Faico and Lola to the Gypsy Club on Thursday; went with Alexander to the Battersea mumpers yesterday.  Impressions of Harvey, Queenie and Lola.  Has not yet dined out with [Arthur] Symons.

ff. 3-4

[?1912]

Asks her to send a cheque book.  News of Annie.

f. 5

[1912, mid March]

[London]

Asks if she is up yet [?after birth of Poppet John].  [Horace de Vere] Cole invited him to dinner, so they are friends again:  ‘he seems such a hopeless child’.  [Frieda] Strindberg told him she had letters from DMcN every day.  Chelsea is a ‘foul place’.  Dined at the Orpens last night.

f. 6

[1912, late March]

[London]

Asks after her and the baby.  Went to see the clubhouse with Orpen; it is difficult to avoid Knewstub.  Found Sir Hugh Lane ‘dead-beat’ at Orpen’s.

Daviel’s engagement to an artist.  Asks DMcN to send papers about the Club expenses.  His decorations look ‘rather promising’.

f. 7

[1912, March-April]

[London]

Glad that Lizzie [sc Poppet] is putting on weight.  AJ and Orpen decided that Knewstub’s club was no good, because he’s incompetent.  Marchant seems badly bothered by ‘the Strindberg’.  Percy Wyndham [Lewis] is back in her employ.  AJ has not seen the Cunards.  Innes is back.  Albert R[utherston] sends his love.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 8

[1912, ?July-Aug.]

[London]

Is wiring to Watkins.  Suggests Edie and Katie or Loo go to Nant-ddu whilst they go to Ireland, perhaps he had better go to Bala, ‘and get this job done’.  Innes told the Davies’ to light the fires.  Asks for Helen M[aitland]’s address and news of Johnstone.

f. 9

[1912, July-Aug., London]

Knewstub will get the declaration done on Monday.  Got no answer to his wire to Watkins.  The things are moved from Danvers St.  He too gets morbid.

Ursula Tyrwhitt called.  Lamb wants to come to Alderney for a night.  AJ has ‘hundreds of letters to answer’.  They must get up to Nant-ddu at once.  DMcN’s appearance at the Café Royal ‘caused a great sensation’.

f. 10

[1912, Aug.]

Renvyle House, Co Galway

Will be back this week, Gogarty’s portrait is nearly done.  Must get a Ford.  Impressions of the Gogartys.  Has asked Henry to come to Alderney.  AJ has done three panels.  Pen and ink caricature of Provost Mahaffy.

f. 11

[1912, late Aug.]

[London]

No sign of the new sitter, though Wilson said he was coming up this week.  [Evan] Morgan has not turned up, J[ohn] H[ope] J[ohnstone] still ‘hangs about’, extremely irritating.  News of Jim Barnes, Guevara, Violet Jones.

Of course he wants to live with DMcN.  Has not heard from Thornton [John]; suggests going to Tenby; ‘I’m sure my father would like to lend his house’.  Supposes Romilly comes back soon.

ff. 12-14

[1912, ?Sept.]

Queen’s Hotel, Blaenau Festiniog [sic]

Thanks for the pyjamas and provisions.  L[ily] Ireland wired that Tommy wants her for another week.  [Sidney] Sime and [Joseph] Holbrook arrive on Tuesday.  AJ felt better after taking Trefriw water.  Will do a design for Ottoline and Nijinsky.  Inclined to paint figures on the matchboarding at the bungalow.  Holbrook’s piano is installed, one might think of ‘more congenial partners’ than him and Sime.

A ‘horrible pity’ AJ and DMcN ‘got into that state at Rhy[d]-y-fen’, DMcN was ‘tugging in the wrong direction or exhibiting a quite false aspect of [her] nature’.  Acknowledges his ‘grievous shortcomings’ and her ‘superior vision’.  Of course Rom[illy] and Poppet should be treated like the others, and he has told his solicitor he wants to make a will.  Doubts that to ‘regularise our union’ would be an advantage.

The barmaid here told him they were going to paint the rocks opposite as she did not like their colour.  Asks DMcN to send the New Age.  Has not heard from Houghton yet about the new domicile.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 15

[1912, ?autumn]

La Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy St, Tottenham Court Road, London

Will be glad to see DMcN and the ‘gals’ on Saturday, has taken two seats at the Margaret Morris theatre, Kassie Tredegar is going too, AJ was ‘in a dreadful hurry over [his] Allegory’, but Jackson likes it, AJ saw it printed.

Arthur Symons is ‘very gaga’ and AJ became ‘rather overbearing’.  News of Chili [Alvaro Guevara], Louise, [William] McElroy, Commander Castle, Lieut Knight and Norman Morrow.  Lady T[redegar?] has a ‘singing-bird’ for Poppet.

f. 16

[1913, Jan.]

Hotel du Nord, Cour Belsunce, Marseille

Asks her to send £10.  Impressions of Rognac and Aix.  Innes came yesterday, Lees is going back to London, they have been wandering about Marseilles.  When she comes they might get a cart and donkey.  AJ has advised Innes to go to Paris and get a model.  Discusses possible models for AJ including Nellie Furr and Lily Ireland.  Asks after the boys and Ann.  ‘Little Dummer Howard is walking with [Royall] Tyler’.

ff. 17-18

[1913, Jan. 3]

Hotel du Nord

Does not like the Mediterranean coast, goes to Miramas today.  Innes appears to be going off his head, AJ ‘can’t stand him for long’.  Suggests DMcN comes to Avignon or Arles.

f. 19

1913, Jan. 4

Hotel du Nord

Impressions of Miramas.  Asks her to bring underclothing, hairwash, handkerchiefs and paintbox.  Supposes she will stop at the Anreps on the way.  Innes still ‘hangs about’.  AJ’s things have only just arrived from Chenils.

f. 20

[1913, spring]

Ottoline [Morrell] asked him to go to draw Julian ‘before she died’, said he would come for a weekend; had not supposed DMcN would ‘think it indispensable to have Arry Lamb down in my absence’, and he was longing to come home.

Van-t-Hoff has come from Holland to design a studio house for AJ.  Howard made a plan, the estimate of cost was £2200.  Van-t-Hoff will go back to Holland to ‘think hard’.  Bellingham says he has two mares for AJ.  L[ily] I[reland] was a great success as a mumper, Thomas and AJ went to look on.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 21

[1913, April]

[London]

Asks if she would like to see the boat race from Macnamara’s house.  Lees is going to Provence but AJ does not want to go with him.  Asks if she would like to be an honorary member of the Crab-Tree [Club].

f. 22

[1913, ?early summer]

[181A King’s Road]

Glad to get her note.  The Canadian painter Morris [?James Wilson Morrice] came to dinner; his English chauffeur gave AJ a recipe for preserving damsons.  The drawing AJ sent her was nasty, he was in a bad mood.  Knewstub’s bitch has pupped.

f. 23

[?1913, summer]

[London]

Hopes to come down on Wednesday, has the ‘little colonel’ sitting tomorrow.  Quinn sends congratulations.  AJ sent some champagne, and rum for Trelawney.  Did not write to Mrs Chadbourne.  Van’t Hoff has reappeared.

f. 24

[1913, July]

Llwynythyl, Tan-y-grisiau, Bl[aenau] Festiniog

Got the provisions yesterday, Holbrooke came back from the Eisteddfod, AJ can’t stand him, so will probably leave at the end of the week.  Lily Ireland wants to go too.

The de Waldens asked him to visit, but he will not go with H[olbrook] and S[ime].  The Lees couple seem ‘somewhat lost’.

ff. 25-6

[?1913, Sept.]

May come down in a day or two, might bring [Nora] Brownsword; made a start on Lady H[oward de Walden] but she’s ‘in for more babies and can’t stand’.  Hasn’t seen ‘old Birch’.  Asks after Trelawney and Poppet.  Wonders if DMcN turned away the de Waldens one day at the door.

ff. 27-8

[?1913, autumn]

[?London]

She can come up next week and he’ll paint her portrait, with short hair.  Mrs Chadbourne came today with ‘two silent followers’ and the green cushion.  Detmar Blow thought Van’t Hoff’s house ‘very good and amusing’.

James Pryde wanted AJ to visit him at Rottingdean.  Macnamara, AJ and Cole are going to a dance tonight.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 29-30

[?1913, autumn]

[London]

Sends the Herald with Larkin’s speech, Cunningham Grahame had ‘the biggest voice’; ‘those damned medicos got well served’.  Could not get to Orpen’s box.  Macnamara said that the Marinetti dinner was ‘a pitiable affair’; Wyndam Lewis asked Macnamara if he was to be one of AJ’s supporters when AJ goes to attack them at the Doré gallery on Thursday.  Lewis in a French speech made a ‘withering reference to "Gitanes".  This makes me anxious to do some more’.

ff. 31-2

[1913, Dec.]

181A King’s Road

Macnamara says John returns today.  The little dining room is to be panelled.  They have found good premises for the Club and H[oward] de W[alden] will stump up £50.  The N.E. supper went all right.  Will go to see the Gypsies again tomorrow.  The Lees had an idea of getting AJ and DMcN up to Wales for Xmas.  Hopes Rom[illy] is all right again.

f. 33

[1914, Jan.]

[London]

He must come back soon.  Fred Hervey is having a cart made for £5, promised for next Thursday, will get Charley Slade to see about it.  Is studying a book on mosaics.

f. 34

(1914, Jan. 12)

(London)

Went to Battersea with Charley, Fred Hervey is going to find AJ a donkey-cart.  Quinn sent £475 for the pictures he bought at Marchants.  He’ll send £200 to the builders and DMcN can pay the school fees.  The house is getting on well, Van’t Hoff is still away.

She must come down to Falmouth.  Must pay Vale Estate:  asks her to send the £10.1.3, and return Macfie’s typewritten ‘case’ to him.  Saw Sime, and Holbrooke, who has ‘a tune constantly playing in his left ear’.

f. 35

1914, Jan. 19

181A King’s Road, Chelsea

Everett says it is always warm at Falmouth.  Hopes Hervey won’t disappoint AJ with the cart tomorrow.  AJ will bring the drawing and etching.  McEvoy is in ‘a pitiable state of nerves’, in contrast to his brother-in-law, Capt. Spencer-Edwardes, an Indian officer.  At the Café Royal on Saturday AJ saw two of the Russian Gypsies, then Mr Townley Searle:  ‘of course I hit him’.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 36

[1914, Jan.]

181A [King’s Road]

The house is rising perceptibly.  Saw Horatio, and inspected his appendix in a bottle, dined with him, Macnamara and Strang.  [Horatio] thinks of taking a house at Richmond.  Trelawney is coming to Alderney before long.  AJ is working at [Hugh] Lane’s picture.  The Blows are delighted with the two drawings he did of Detmar.  Supposes Henry is overjoyed to get away.  The Macnamara children ‘seem very robust specimens’.

ff. 37-8

[1914, Feb.]

181A [King’s Road]

Asks what she is doing at Cirencester.  Went with Trelawney and his brother to see some Gypsies.  Trelawney’s ‘awful Oxford accent’; he could do very good stage designs.  Has not seen Van’t Hoff yet; Lane’s picture is improving.  There is a good pony for them at Beaulieu.  Dines with Horatio tonight.

f. 39

(1914, Feb. 26)

(Chelsea)

Van’t Hoff thinks the house will be done in 3 weeks, it will need very little furniture.  Trelawney brought his Oxford manner back from Africa unscathed, he says Innes ‘has no earthly’.  AJ did not go to the de Walden musical, but saw some good boxing at the National [?Sporting Club].

f. 40

[1914, late Feb.]

The de Waldens have gone to Spain.  Lane’s cartoon is stretched and Strang is to square it up and get it on to the canvas tomorrow.  [Wyndham] Lewis has a ‘perfectly bloody show’ at Lady Drogheda’s.  Went to the Chelsea Arts Ball as a Viking.

Wonders whether there is any work for Fred Hervey at Alderney.  The shawl never got to Mrs N[?ettleship].

f. 41

(1914, March 9)

Has paid off Strang, who made a mess of the squaring out, Brockhurst would have been the man.  Has done a cartoon of Lady H[oward de Walden] holding a lyre.  Two Gypsy girls came this morning, singing ‘Mimi’.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 42

(1914, March 24)

(Chelsea)

Wishes he could keep away in the country until the house is finished.  Trelawney Reed is broke and looking for a job.

f. 43

[1914, early April]

Alderney [Manor]

Has to get a picture done for Murray.  Had thought to go to Dieppe.  Saw Charley Slade and ‘his hateful children’.  Mme Strindberg is sueing Jack Searle about some of AJ’s pictures.  May stay here over Easter.

ff. 44-5

[?1914, May]

The Park Hotel, Cardiff

The Welsh plays went well but Capt. Vaughan is a ‘dirty sucker’.  AJ met Dafydd [sic] Lloyd George.  Holbrooke and AJ had a walk in the country.  Account of the players’ dinner:  ‘They are people out of the coal mines.  They will be biting each other’s ears soon’.  Going to the coast at New Quay.

Asks about the fight at the Crab Tree, recounts Sime and Josef [Holbrooke]’s impressions of the Club.  Howard de W[alden] allows ‘dirty suckers to impose themselves on him’.  AJ cannot ‘shake Joe [Holbrooke] off’.  Some suffragettes mucked up his music to Howard’s play.

ff. 46-7

[1914, ?July]

5 Mallord St, [London]

Found [Lady Howard de Walden] had gone to Chirk.  Poor Horace [de Vere Cole] has come back, dined with him, Macnamara and Strang.

ff. 48-9

[1914, Aug. 4]

5 Mallord St, [London]

Advises her to get in provisions, since in a week or two there’ll be no money and no food.  Hopes to extract money from Knewstub, H[oward] de W[alden] or Cole.  [Boris] Anrep is leaving for Russia.  Innes ‘seems nearly dead’.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 50-1

[1914, Aug. 5]

5 Mallord St

Great enthusiasm in the West End at the mobilisation of the Fleet.  [Boris] Anrep is ‘very puzzled’ how to get back to Petersburg, since the Gulf of Finland is closed.  All the waiters at the Café Royal are leaving.  She should get in provisions, there is a moratorium on debts.  1500 territorials marched up Regent St looking ‘damn fine’.  Is wiring to the de Waldens in Scotland to find out if they have changed their plans.

ff. 52-3

[1914, ?Aug. 6]

[London]

Saw Anrep off, with [Henry] Lamb and Strachey; wishes they had stopped him ‘or at least presented him with a revolver’.  He sent love to DMcN, Edie and the kids.  Helen [Anrep] will stop at Equihen.  AJ is writing to Gwen [John] inviting her to return, ‘but of course she won’t’.  Hulme is going to volunteer, Lamb talks of it, Strachey is a pacifist.  Orage keeps a clear head.  AJ should dismiss William:  he could get a job as a cook in London.

ff. 54-5

[1914, Aug.]

[London]

Feels sick, will probably come down on Friday.  Jones and Wakewalker called, she had some good photos of Poppet.  Hopes ?O’Henry won’t come.  Comments on Nelson and William.

f. 56

(1914, Aug. 31)

There is ‘no earthly need for abuse or insult’.  Leaves tomorrow for Argyl[l]shire.  The war probably makes France impossible for holidays.  Anrep is ‘called to his colours’.

ff. 57-8

[1914, autumn]

28 Mallord St

Getting homesick but working and keeping off the drink.  Dummer Howard is staying tonight.  Ottoline is seeing Wilson about Rom[illy], has begun her portrait.  Dined with [Nora] Brownsword.  Hoping to get Lady H[oward de Walden]’s portrait done for the National Portrait Society in March.  [Horace de Vere] Cole has not paid up.  Saw Jones, Wakewalker, Nelson and the Tutor.

English and Romani
ff. 59-60

[1914, Nov.-Dec.]

28 Mallord St

At last Cole has paid £250.  AJ must ‘do Mrs Gogarty while there remains the chance’.  Yvonne [?Macnamara] is disappointed DMcN is not coming with her, she wants to take Rom[illy] with her.  Has been doing the drawing room panels.  Will phone Murray.  Has ordered the geyser and will see about the income tax.
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Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 61

[1915, ?Jan.]

28 Mallord St

The Tutor took Rom[illy] to see Dr Wilson, who said Rom must see a blood specialist.  Sends regards to [Henry] Lamb.

f. 62

[1915, Jan.-Feb.]

[28 Mallord St]

The Tutor brought Romilly to the blood specialist, who will report to Dr Wilson.  Rom has to have his teeth seen to.  Asked the Macnamaras to dinner; told Lady H[oward de Walden] he will ‘see her to Marseilles but no further’.

AJ’s depression was ‘the usual thing after Flu’.  Glad Poppet is better.  The portrait is improving still.  Asked Brownsword to call on her way to Dorset.

If the New Age is ‘getting piffling’, then he should ‘arrest its decay by contributing unpiffling stuff’, but finds if difficult to ‘launch into journalism’.

ff. 63-4

[1915, Jan.-Feb.]

[London]

The doctor is writing a long report on Romilly.  AJ will have the portrait done for the National Portrait Society, and Lane’s picture done soon.  Drew a man this morning.  Hope-Johnstone’s friend [Gerald] Brennan [sic] was here:  ‘a bright young intellectual’.

ff. 65-6

[1915, Jan.-Feb.]

Ottoline has been sitting; news of William; ‘horrible bills’ are arriving; asks after ‘the young Anglo-Russians’ [children of Boris and Helen Anrep].

ff. 67-8

(1915, March 5)

(London)

Wants to be present at the birth.  Will not send any portraits to the show, because he feels he is just about to make ‘beautiful pictures’, never felt so confident of success, will shed ‘the last skin and scale and emerge the naked artist’.  The Ottoline portrait is rather sombre.  Hopes the Tutor will ‘undertake Brownsword’.

f. 69

[1915, March]

28 [Mallord St]

Hopes to hear that she and Vivian [sic] are ‘getting strong’.  News of Jack and J. Grainger, Loo and Miss Jones.  Chili [Alvaro Guevara] says that Brownsword was to marry Colin Gill.  Brownsword came yesterday and ‘exasperated me horribly’, her mother has ‘tumbled to the truth’ [that she is pregnant].

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 70

[1915 ?April]

28 Mallord [St]

Saw David to school:  ‘His reserve was paralysing’.  AJ is writing to Biggs, having heard from Fox, and starting ‘the fair Grimble’ tomorrow.  Would have liked to collaborate with the Lees.  News of Joe Holbrooke and Gogarty.  Louis Clarke sent £25 for the drawing.  Impressions of Chelsea in spring.  Love to the family ‘and blooming Fanny [Fletcher?] and Edie’.

f. 71

[1915, ?April]

28 [Mallord St]

Registered Vivian [sic], then called on Evan Morgan in Bournemouth.  Perhaps they should let [no 28].  Will call to see ‘Blackwell’s kid’ today.  Mrs Everett’s appearance at the Tour Eiffel ‘fantastically attired with arum lilies sprouting out all over her’.

ff. 72-3


[1915, April]

Will see off B[rownsword] tomorrow, he feels sorry for Johnstone while admiring his generosity.  Starts Blackwell’s kid tomorrow.  Lane’s picture advances.

ff. 74-5

[1915, April]

Met Johnstone, who went to see B[rownsword], who had been at the Café Royal with the Epsteins but had left.  AJ dined with B[rownsword] and ‘wasn’t too nice’.  She must not come to Alderney.  The Tutor is ‘behaving with uncommon decency’.

ff. 76-7

(1915, May 17)

(Chelsea)

Pleased with the soldier’s sitting; has sent his head of [George Bernard] Shaw to the N[ew] E[nglish].  Saw Steer.  The Macnamaras and Edie are coming to the Irish Players.  Took the children to see the flying at Hendon.

Evan Morgan has joined the Welsh Guards but ‘his figure has to be altered slightly to meet the regulations, so he is now being stretched in various ways’.  Has not heard about Lloyd George and can’t find the Pringle woman’s address.  Is going to ‘go at’ Lady Howard [de Walden] again.

ff. 78-9

[1915, May]

She’d better bring the crutches in case he needs them, there’s more fluid on his knee.  Mary McEvoy and Capt Spencer Edwards called.  Is it time for Romilly to see the doctor again?

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 80-1

[1915, May]

Coole Park, Gort, Co Galway

Hopes to get off on Saturday; his shoes wore through in Dublin.  Has not had a chance to paint [G.B.] Shaw yet:  ‘he is a ridiculous vain object in knickerbockers’.  Lady G[regory] is ‘just like Queen V[ictoria] only uglier’.  Has sent a letter to B[rownsword].

ff. 82-3

[1915, May]

Coole Park

Has done several heads of GBS, will do one more before he goes.  Had a ride with [Robert] Gregory.  Impressions of GBS and wife.  May do a head of one of the kids.  Wrote again to B[rownsword] and tried to persuade her to let him contribute to her expenses.  Asks DMcN to send letters to Mallord St.

ff. 84-5

[1915, May]

Coole Park

Has been painting little Richard.  [Lady Gregory] goes to London tomorrow: ‘to see after the Irish Players’.  News of Mrs Gregory and the Shaws.  AJ has run out of clean clothes.  The war ‘looks very bad’.  Impressions of Ann Gregory and Mrs Shaw.  GBS sings Trelawney’s songs.  Nobody seems to smoke or drink here.  Francis [Macnamara] has gone to Brighton ill.  Shaw likes his portrait.

f. 86

[1915, ?Sept.]

Renvyle House, Co Galway

Gogarty met him at Kingston harbour; the Galway races this year would have ‘no drink & diversion’; went by train to Clifden, met there by Mrs Gogarty and the Rolls Royce.  Renvyle is ‘a most marvellous place’.  Wishes DMcN could come with the children.

ff. 87-8

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Railway Hotel, [Galway]

Was waiting for an answer to his letter; impressions of Galway; slow progress with the house; DMcN must come over.  Mrs Gogarty has gone.  Gogarty offered to drive DMcN over from Dublin if she came.  AJ and Francis [Macnamara] have an appointment to meet on Aran.  AJ has been doing drawings, one for Jim Barnes; advice for the journey.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 89

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Railway Hotel

Since the steamer to Ballyvaughan stops next Friday, AJ cannot put off Macnamara, so DMcN should not arrive before Thursday evening; is sure she will ‘hate it here’; has just sent a drawing to Jim Barnes.  Leaves on Tuesday for Aran:  ‘Jones was there this year and was pursued back to Dublin by my double’.  Asks her to send the New Age.  The people take him for a German spy; most of the women receive ‘government pay having men in the army or navy - the consequence is an unusually heavy traffic in stout’.

f. 90

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Railway Hotel

If he came back after Christmas he might get some biggish paintings done.  Sick of the hotel.  A good idea to ‘get Ottoline [Morrell]’s portrait from memory.  She is rather awful to examine closely’.

ff. 91-2

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Railway Hotel

Has been drawing Ottoline’s portrait, but has no easel big enough for full length.  Has an idea for DMcN’s portrait in the same manner; might finish Mrs Gogarty’s portrait and come back; the Gogartys may use the house at Christmas.  Sketching in the harbour is strictly forbidden; progress of his work.  Impressions of the local people.  Will do Lady Howard [de Walden] ‘while she’s safely out of sight’.  Hears that Jim Barnes and Yvonne [?Macnamara] have gone to Alderney.  Supposes DMcN will not come over.  His determination to improve his work:  ‘Painting from nature and from imagination spells defeat, I see clearly’.  Expects some money from Quinn.

f. 93

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Doolin House

If he can get a room in Galway will stay and paint.  Drove round Connemara with Gogarty, met the Summers on the way.  Gogarty drove back to Dublin for an operation.  Sailed on a hooker to Ballyvaughan, could have one built for £50.  Sketching around the coast not allowed now.  Will have to go to Dublin to paint Mrs Gogarty.  Impressions of Francis [Macnamara], Yvonne, Grace and the children.  DMcN did not send Quinn’s letter or say if he had sent money.  Discusses possibilities if she came to Ireland.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 94

[1915, Sept.-Oct.]

Dublin

Leaves tomorrow for Dublin to ‘get done with Mrs Gogarty’, then returns to Galway to paint.  Got Quinn’s letter and ‘his modest draft of £100’, which he sent to the bank with £40 from Gogarty.

Yvonne [Macnamara] takes John to England in about a week, after all have left Francis will ‘ascend to his mountain’.  Gogarty ‘takes a gloomy view of the war’ and advises AJ to remove his family to Galway.  They cannot pay the Pooleys yet.  Asks after Vyvyan [sic], and the Tutor.

ff. 95-6

[1915, ?Oct.]

32 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin

DMcN goes anywhere where he is not.  Sends love to ‘Helen [Anrep] and Anaesthesia and Ivan the Terrible’.  Sees off Yvonne and Grace tomorrow, then goes to Galway.

ff. 97-8

[1915, ?Oct.]

Royal Hotel, Galway

Glad to have her letter from Fairford, sad that she ‘got the blues’.  Came here yesterday after seeing off Yvonne, Grace and three kids.  Inevitable that ‘the Da’ should have turned up while AJ was away; they might go to Tenby some day.

No sketching allowed about the harbour or coast.  Gogarty is a ‘great brick but such a mad hatter’; he gave a picnic last Sunday.

ff. 99-100

[1915, ?Oct.]

Royal Hotel

Missed the boat so will go to Lough Corrib on another one.  Yvonne and Grace were coming but the ‘dam Swede’ said she couldn’t be left alone with the children.  Impressions of Francis [Macnamara], and of local people in a pub.

Robert Gregory has gone to England to join the army.  Asks after the Bakers.  Gogarty sends him ten pound notes ‘almost every day’.  ‘I’ld go back by Fishguard and dodge him but for the dentist’.  Francis will spend the winter in the wilds of Burren.

ff. 101-2

[1915, Oct.]

The Railway Hotel, Galway

The Gogartys came down yesterday and AJ had a row with the Doctor:  ‘he means well but he irritated me’, so AJ may leave Galway, as Gogarty has paid his hotel bill and the rent of the house.  AJ can send him a drawing on return.  They were discussing DMcN’s journey.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 103-4

(1915, Oct. 13)

The Railway Hotel

Is taking a house for £30 a year.  Gogarty and his wife came on Saturday, G. ‘bored me considerably’.  Motored out yesterday to see ‘three ugly old ladies in a pseudo-Gothic chateau’, with ‘five Belgians on their hands’.  Will finish Mrs Gogarty’s portrait here.  Account of a recruiting meeting.  Asks if [Edwin W. John] is still in Dorset; he wants to come home.  Fed up with the Gogartys; expects Francis over shortly.  This hotel is much better than the last.

Asks after the Tutor and Trelawney.  Perhaps she could come via Fishguard, escorted by the Tutor.

ff. 105-6

(1915, Oct. 17)

The Railway Hotel

Will know for certain today about the house; could have it for £25.  Is thinking of a ‘vast picture synthesising all that’s fine and characteristic in Glaway’, it will be worth the delay and misery that went before.  Mrs Gogarty and child are still here with orders to buy coal, turf and teacups for AJ, ‘as if I couldn’t do this myself’.

ff. 107-8

[1915, Oct.]

The Railway Hotel

The house will be ready to work in tomorrow or the next day; the first floor makes a grand studio.  He may not be able to carry out the big dramatization of Galway here, but can collect the material.  There was a cattle fair today.  Asks if his father is still in Dorset.

ff. 109-10

[1915, ?Nov.]

28 Mallord St, Chelsea

Hazel asked him to break to her the news that she and Jack had got married; Jack won’t get leave again, AJ would have liked to do his portrait.  The Tutor and Bobby have just been to the cinema.

ff. 111-12

[1915, ?Nov.]

28 Mallord St

An ‘extraordinary young man’ came and walked off with a lot of drawings, for which he will pay ‘a small sum and two frescoes by Botticelli’ tomorrow, and will get AJ a millionaire to sit.  Lunched with the Shaws, Lady Gregory turned up.  The Shaws are ‘dreadful people’.  Lady Tree and Iris ‘planted’ a bull terrier on him.  May come down next week.  The second panel is better than the first.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 113-14

[1915, ?Dec.]

28 Mallord St

Saw them off yesterday with the Tutor, Jim Barnes went with them.  Had a wire from Dublin this morning.  Is going to draw Euphemia ‘for ?Dannie’s pocket-book’.  Has heard nothing of Lloyd George.  Is altering one head in ‘The Mumpers’ before sending it to Quinn, and is doing the drawing room figures.

ff. 115-16

[?early 1916]

28 Mallord St

Will ask Knewstub about the geyser.  Arnesty Wilson says Leland will be ready to sit at the end of the week.  Evan Morgan is at Margate on sick leave.  Wilson wants AJ to do ‘a head of some damsel’.  The panels are getting on.  Suggests a visit to Tenby.  Asks for Witty’s address so that Lue can go to see her.

f. 117

[1916, ?March]

Will write to Lady Tredegar.  Saw Lady Constance after a rehearsal at the [Margaret] Morris Theatre, she spoke of ‘some sort of castle in Oxfordshire for £30’.  Will send the New Age.  DMcN must put Polly up for sale, for at least £12.  Lunched with Lady Howard [de Walden], who is coming to sit today.  Gogarty says Quinn is coming to Ireland this year.  Asks after Fanny Fletcher.  Archie torpedoed a big destroyer outside Zeebrugge.

f. 118

[1916, spring]

28 Mallord St

Not a word from Blow yet.  Yvonne [Macnamara] came over with John and goes back tomorrow with Bridget; dined with Yvonne, Kitty, Suzette and a soldier.  Asked Yvonne to Alderney but ‘she has her orders from Francis’.  Thornton hopes to get discharged and come to work at Alderney.  Edith [Nettleship] says Henry [John]’s holidays are fixed up.  Has nearly finished Barker, who is ‘enchanted with his portrait’.  Has asked Nora Summers to sit.

f. 119

[1916, ?June]

[London]

Thanks for her ‘lovely letter’, she is quite right about ?Birdie’s portrait.  Hunter’s Inn sounds a good place, Barker is going there in July.

‘Old Fisher’ wants AJ to paint him and the Duchess of Hamilton.  Lady H[oward] de W[alden] is going to sit next week for ‘a rapid painting, not full length’.  His big blue painting will be ‘the best thing I’ve done’, now quite different to the original design.

Stewart Grey slept here last night, AJ told him he could stay in a van [at Alderney].  AJ is going to lunch with McClure today, he will ‘tell me what to do about the Army’.  Fisher says he could end the war in a week.  AJ dines with Barker tomorrow.  The Tutor has brought a ‘very featureless Tommy’ with him.  Asks after Anrep.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 120-1

[1916, June]

Euston Hotel, London

Just seeing off Gogarty, now a teetotaller, with ‘the eminent coal-merchant McElroy’.  Evan Morgan wants AJ to paint a head of him at his mother’s in Sussex.  AJ has great desires to see Poppet and Vivyan [sic].  Comments on the cook:  ‘her puddings with froth on the top make one rather self-con[s]cious’.

Guevara has ‘gone mad’, and runs about with Marie Beerbohm arranging sales:  ‘I went again to his show and realized the hollowness of it all’.  The Duchess [of Hamilton] came with Jacky [sc Lord Fisher] and admired the latter’s portrait.

ff. 122-3

[1916, ?June]

Honeywood House, Oakwood Hill, Dorking, Surrey

Staying here with Evan Morgan to paint his head.  AJ will turn up for the prizegiving on Tuesday but has to finish Fisher on Wednesday.  Thanks for the chicken, socks and waistcoat.

f. 124

[1916, ?July]

28 Mallord St

The New English is hung, nothing very surprising in it except Brett’s ‘Widows’.  [Ambrose] McEvoy is in ‘a state of exaltation bordering on hysteria’.  Robbie Ross’s comment that ‘Roger Fry ... is the Roger Casement of art’.

Howard de Walden called, he is on leave.  Must polish off Lady H[oward]’s portrait.  Barker is laid up.  Is painting a ‘composition in blue chiaroscuro’.  Guevara has some things hung:  ‘they don’t look very well’.  Blow has not written, neither has the military personage.  Mrs Grant ‘has quite given me up’.

ff. 125-6

[1916, ?July]

Hunter’s Inn, [Devon]

He ‘slipped another semi-lunar’ so came down to see Barker who is putting it right.  They are going motoring on Exmoor today.  Had to put off Fisher tomorrow.  McClure is nearly done.  Impressions of Hunter’s Inn and of Barker, who ‘looks like a mulatto’.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 127-8

[1916, summer]

[London]

Mrs Maitland is very ill at Oxford, Anrep says she has not long to live.  Hopes DMcN will bring Poppet and Viviane [sic] with her.  Guevara seems ‘cracked’.  Went to Cassiobury to see the Duchess [of Hamilton], surrounded by infants.  AJ had to pick up the Duke, who fell on the carpet.

Fisher set for AJ this morning and will sit for a head on Friday.

News of Evan Morgan, Francis [Macnamara], Meo, Jack and Alexander.  Asks her to bring Poppet, Viviane [sic] and Nellie.

f. 129

[1916, ?Aug.]

[London]

McClure is coming to see his throat this evening.  Lamb and a ‘munitions lady’ called.  AJ will probably see Barker soon.  Complains of Mrs Dennison’s concoctions.  Saw Jack on Saturday; AJ asks after Henry:  ‘has he lost any of his maiden-aunt character?’.  McClure has advised AJ to go to the country; saw a film of the Battle of the Somme.  Ink self-portrait sketch

f. 130

[1916, ?Aug.]

[London]

Left his ration book behind.  Feels better after the flu despite Mrs Dennison’s bad ham:  ‘she evidently doesn’t think things are ready to eat till they begin to decompose’.  Saw David, asks after the other boys, wonders if Pooley knows anything about Malvern.  If all that is learned at public schools is ‘football, cricket and buggery’ he cannot see that ‘these accomplishments need be so expensive ... even if they are indispensable’.

f. 131

[1916, ?Aug.-Sept.]

[London]

Waiting to see Masterman, meanwhile is doing his tinkers, plenty of things to be finished for the show.  Masterman will probably get him ‘clear of the military’.  Saw Gwynne-Jones ‘rather broken down’; Knewstub is replying to the Income Tax.  Food problems.

ff. 132-3

[1916, Sept. 25-6]

28 Mallord St

Has more time for the decor[ation] as the private view is on the 7th; is working hard at Chenil’s new gallery.  The Zepp[elin]s devastated part of Streatham and Croydon, enquires after the safety of her parents.  Knewstub is a ‘special’ now.

Horace de Vere [Cole] had a great time in Ireland with Francis [Macnamara] and Gogarty.  [Horace]’s lady-love has remarried her former husband.

Tudor Castle was killed:  ‘It’s a beastly shame’.  Horace was amazed when told of his fight with Jim Cole.  Jacob Epstein is keen to do AJ’s bust:  it must be done ‘to counteract Derwent Wood’s’.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 134

(1917, April 26)

(Chelsea)

Knewstub gave him a cheque for £150; news of Archie Reed and Molly.  Lady T[redegar?] offered to find a house for AJ and DMcN.

ff. 135-6

(1917, July 15)

28, Mallord St

AJ will do the portrait.  Began Col. Brotherton today, ‘a pleasant old buffer’.  Sorry Jones has hurt her knee.  Would like to do Nora.  H[oward] de Walden is coming tomorrow to see the portrait.  Evan Morgan gave a ‘very stupid birthday party’ yesterday.  David had a fight at school, but quite a good report.

f. 137

[1917, ?July]

La Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy Street, Tottenham Court Road, London

Waiting for an appointment with Masterman about ‘going to France or somewhere’:  ‘He is above Buchan altogether’.  Since McClure is away he has been doing another portrait.  ‘The Massarene’ wants to be painted.  News of Loo; AJ to dine with McEvoy.  Asks DMcN to send on letters.  Met ‘that fatuous fool Hughes the musician’.  Spoke about Meo to Masterman’s secretary.  Asks if Lady T[redegar] has written about Nina H[?amnett].

f. 138

[1917, ?July]

La Tour Eiffel

Did Colonel Brotherton, who bought a portrait of DMcN and 4 drawings.  Did a portrait of Howard de Walden, and Lady H[oward] ‘collared 3 drawings’.  The Colonel has a ‘useful niece with a large nose and a Queen Mary costume’.  David’s oppressive silence.  The need of ‘some sort of menial’ at no 28.  AJ’s deafness very bad.

ff. 139-40

[1917, ?summer]

[London]

Thinks he has found the ‘long-wanted and necessary globes’.  News of David and Henry.  Evan Morgan will send Edwyn [sic] his ?stamps when he goes back to Honeywood.  Dined with McEvoy, who has been ‘hobnobbing with the great in Ireland etc.’ and very near the breaking point.

To have sold the bull-calf to a butcher was AJ’s only real crime, hopes the new calves give pleasure.

Will hire the Alpine Club Gallery for a show in Nov. and Dec.  Has not heard definitely about his commission.  Asks after Fanny [Fletcher] and Nora.  Complains of Mrs Dennison, whose voice ‘makes my grey matter writhe in agony’.  Hopes the donkey is still there.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 141

[1917, summer]

28 Mallord St

Has done Louis Clarke; Colonel Brotherton is calling on Thursday; has been asked to paint Lord Colwyn for £200.  Has done a ‘good thing of Symons’.  News of McEvoy.  Hopes to win a drawing by Bernard Partridge in the draw.  Would like to have the van out by the brick factory and paint there.

Chili [Alvaro Guevara] has just arrived, he talks of nothing but boxing.  AJ wonders if Ursula will come to work with them.  Must give up Mallord St.  Sends love to Fanny Fletcher ‘and perhaps Jones’.

ff. 142-3

[1917, ?summer]

28 [Mallord St]

Wishes she were coming too, he won’t stay more than a week, to see whether the place is worth returning to in Sept.  By teatime on Tuesday he will be in the Island of Saints.  Billy McElroy is probably running a horse or two at the races.  None of those tickets won in the Great Art Lottery, an ‘obscure lady of Lyme Regis’ won AJ’s picture.  Has agreed to paint Lord Colwyn for 200 guineas.  The Tate Gallery has acquired his big decoration for ‘the paltry sum of £150’.  [Ronald] Firbank is pursuing him for a drawing.  Henry’s ‘astoundingly funny letter’ to David.  Did a very good head of Lord Howard de Walden, which ‘gave his lordship the severest shock he has experienced since the War began’.  If she decides to come she should wire so he can let Gogarty know.

f. 144

[1917, ?autumn]

[London]

Has found a possible studio off the Fulham Road, Knewstub is making enquiries, asks her to come and see it.  May be invited to pay a visit to the Front soon.  Has practically done Lady Tredegar, ‘a trying subject but will pay up’.  Mrs Wallace sits tomorrow.  Asks after DMcN’s father.  Was going to visit Helen when [Boris] Anrep told him she was gone to the seaside.  Asks if Poppet is going to Winchelsea.

22777D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 145

[1917, ?Oct.]

[London]

Sorry to hear Poppet is still bad, hopes DMcN will come tomorrow.  Mrs Pooley comes to see him today.  AJ has a show next month, has not cancelled the sales at the N[ew] E[nglish].  Had dinner with Jim Barnes.  Campbell died of wounds.  News of ‘the Chillians’ and Mde E.

f. 146

[1917, ?Nov.-Dec.]

Mallord St

Was painting [Lord] Colwyn yesterday, he has offered to send AJ a man to keep the accounts in order, and would go to see Knewstub himself after the sitting.  Knewstub had ‘pretended to know how to do these things’.

Archie has just been decorated by the king.  AJ is doing his war cartoon but must go to the camp for more studies.  Will start on Orage soon.

f. 147

[1917, ?Nov.-Dec.]

[France]

David said Robin should try for a scholarship at Westminster, AJ is writing to R. and to Pooley.  Explains his meeting with Mrs Pooley.  News of Henry and David.  In the New Age Anrep has ‘an awfully witty article’ about the New English.  AJ thinks the war will be over this year, now that there are 500,000 Americans in France.

ff. 148-9

[1917, mid-Dec.]

H.Q. Canadian Corps, B.E.F.

Has not heard from her, but has been in Paris getting an easel and canvasses.  Called on Gwen and ‘at the fourth call caught her’.  Drove to ‘her garret at Meudon and borrowed a fiver off her’.  Found Orpen at Amiens, visited Peronne with Major Hogge.  Tomorrow AJ returns to his chateau.

Saw some lovely dolls in Paris but had no money to buy them for Poppet and Vivian [sic].  Has orders to report in London on the 21st.  Impressions of the country here.  Gwen ‘utterly neglects herself for some bloody mystical reason’; she was ‘surprised to hear of Vivian’s existence’.  Suggests sending her some photographs, and a Jaeger blanket as the cold keeps her awake.  ‘The Lord only know how she passes her days’.

Asks after Maeve, Goll and Cuchulain.  Dines with Hogg [sic] and Orpen tonight.

ff. 150-1

[?1917, Dec.]

c/o Canadian War Records, H.Q. Canadian Corps, B.E.F.

Just arrived back from Paris, rather terrified by her first letter about Poppet; glad to get her picture.  In Paris, Beaverbrook took him to see Canadian painters’ work:  ‘extremely bad’.  Met Grey-Edwards at Amiens, ‘talking "Welshy" as usual’.  News of Orpen, [Wyndham] Lewis, and Bobby.  Impressions of Boulogne.  Will try to find out about the chateau at Equihen, which is ‘inhabited by a number of grave and sombre females who are never seen to smile’.

Asks after Fanny [Fletcher].  Ink self-portrait in uniform, f. 151v.
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LETTERS FROM AUGUSTUS JOHN
DORELIA McNEILL

f. 1

191[8], Jan. 7

Boulogne

No car to meet him, so staying here tonight; no electricity, but found light and warmth in ‘a café well-known of old’.  Lady T[redegar] has a ‘magnificent doll’ for Poppet.  News of Major Lash, Jack, Archie and Trelawney.  Sybil Hart Davies sent the key back, ‘she has determined to give up the drink’.  [Wyndham] Lewis had left.  Asks her to have the New Age sent.  The cows should be ‘attended to as soon as possible’ so that they might have butter.

f. 2

[1918], Jan. 9

c/o Canadian War Records Office, H.Q. Canadian Corps

Arrived here last evening; everything looking wonderful after a fall of snow; is driving to Béthune today, leaving [Wyndham] Lewis at his gun-pit.

f. 3

[1918, Jan.]

H.Q. Canadian Corps, B.E.F.

Living in ‘half a hut’ and trying to find a room.  Went up on Vimy Ridge today.  Asks her to ask Mike Birkbeck to lend or sell AJ his camera.  Left his writing case and mirror behind, Knewstub must send him an easel.  Bargained in the fish-market at Boulogne.  Next door is Captain Coke, ‘a man I was once going to fight at a nightclub’.

f. 4

[1918, Jan.]

H.Q. Canadian Corps

Thinks he has found a good place - two rooms in a "chateau".  Impressions of Arras and local roads.  The Canadians are ‘excellent fellows’.  May go to Abbeville tomorrow to see Orpen.  Hopes Knewstub will send an easel soon.  Asks her to get the New Age sent.

f. 5

[1918], Feb. 3

Canadian War Records

Went to Amiens for 5 days, found Orpen and his brother there.  Will be interested to hear about the houses.  The New Age has not been sent and ‘the Continental Daily Mail doesn’t provide much mental excitement’.  Went to see some places on the Somme.  A. J. Munnings has come out to do some horse pictures.  Beaverbrook wants AJ to paint General Stewart.

Comments on public schools; asks after Poppet’s drawings.

His ‘melancholy batman’ has just brought letters, including hers.  Comments on the animals, and food shortages in England.  Expects the Tutor is now ‘fixed permanently with Hart Davis’.

ff. 6-7

[1918, ?Feb.] 21

[France]

News of the war; must come home at Easter, but first ought to go to Paris and attempt to see Gwen, wishes she’d come too.  The book arrived, and Stewart Gray sent one, What was the Resurrection?:  ‘Is this coincidence merely or the finger of Providence?’

ff. 8-9

[1918, Feb.-March]

[France]

Glad to get her note, had been in ‘a horrible state of depression’.

f. 10

[1918, Feb.-March]

[France]

Got her note.  Hoped for another sitting on a man, but things went wrong.  Called for Ian Strang but he had left; then went up the line, ‘the Huns had been busy on it’, and had tea with Major Cooke in his dug-out.  Went to view a Boche aeroplane that had been brought down but it was too far off.  The local RTO offered to send AJ by a special train up to Ablain St Lazare to sketch.  Mde Préval said she ‘would never be able to avaler the Scottish uniform’.

Called on Gerald Summers and proposed that DMcN and Nora should spend a week in Paris with GS and AJ.

ff. 11-12

[1918, Feb.-March]

[France]

Asks what she thinks of the Paris scheme, or should he come home?  Has had no letter from her.  News of Gerald Summers.  DMcN should have gone with Nora to Ottoline’s.  Has found a ruined château converted into a battery position, which might make a good picture.  His ‘synthetic picture’ still grows, it must have a balloon and some tanks.

Asks after Romilly’s ‘Impogimpis’.  Poppet’s picture ‘knocked me sideways as Mary Dowdall would say’.  Is sending the key to Mallord St. Wonders about Nina Hamnet[t]’s portrait of the Tutor [John Hope-Johnstone].  Suggests DMcN calls on Lady Tredegar with Fanny.  Alvaro Guevara wrote him ‘one of his toqué letters’, he has painted Mrs Wallace:  ‘un vrai rastougère [sic] - comme tous les Chillians’.

Comments on the children; may come home ‘surreptitiously’ for a fortnight.  Comments on Copeland, [his batman].
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ff. 13-14

[1919, ?Feb.-March]

60 Avenue Montaigne, [Paris]

[?Nora] Chadbourne is not coming back till peace is signed; Riddell, Mair and Stevenson are returning this week, so will get something arranged or return.  Feels much better ‘thanks to the auto-suggestion’.  Recommends The Education of the Will by T. Sharper Knowlson.

If she came over he could find a room in one of the smaller hotels.  Saw some ‘nice boots’ for Poppet and Vivien.  The price of food is appalling.

ff. 15-16

[1919], March 31

60 Avenue Montaigne

Glad the yellow cow calved all right.  Is painting well.  The War Museum has an option to purchase the Conference picture for £3000, AJ to keep the individual studies.  Painted Elizabeth Asquith before she left for England, will finish it when she returns next month.  Is painting the Duchesse of Gramont; Sir Valentine Chirrol ‘and lots of others’ are coming.

Derwent Wood ‘haunts the Majestic’, AJ proposes his assassination.  Windsor urged AJ to throw a bomb into the conference chamber.

Told [Lord] Wimborne that rain was coming through the house and it was ‘crumbling to the ground’, and he said it would ‘appeal all the more to my sense of the picturesque’.  Has not been knighted; got two New Ages:  ‘That man Pound!’  The British ‘show signs of despair all except Ll[oyd] G[eorge] who looks bursting with satisfaction’.

ff. 17-18

[1919, March]

60 Avenue Montaigne

Not much hope for the conference.  Has done a good head of Lord Sumner, and is doing another of Feisal, who may buy his portrait; General Wilson is going to sit:  ‘he and Lloyd George apparently boss the whole show’.  Evan Morgan is ‘busy translating French which he doesn’t understand’.  Asks after Chadbourne.  The Maharajah of Bikanir has promised to sit.

f. 19

[1919, April]

3 Quai Malaquais, [Paris]

Asked to report to the Can[adian] Records office at once, so had better get a flight over; he is ‘fed up with this business’.  Had an appointment with ?Venizelas but he never came.

Discusses Edwin and David’s education.  Must drop his commission and go to the Midi and paint.  Charles Strachey is coming to dine tonight.  If AJ gets a flight over on Sunday, DMcN and the girls could return with him.  Suggests bringing Fanny.  A Chinese lady, Madame Tang, has promised to sit.
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f. 20

[1919, April]

3 Quai Malaquais

Has loaned a better place, ‘no more Gandarilla’, and is doing sketches.  Freddy Guest was to have sat but the P.M. kept him all day.  DMcN might have heard from [Nora] Chadbourne had she ‘troubled to write’.  Robin decides to leave Malvern.  AJ never told Castellani he was coming back for Easter.

ff. 21-2

[1919, summer]

[London]

Seems to be getting through a bad period all right.  Urges her to take the children to the sea, there is plenty of room at Nora’s.  Would like to come down for a few days while his caravan is being made.  Beaverbrook said there was no chance of going back [to France?] for a while, but asked him down to Cherkley.

Dined with ‘old Nettleship’ and Henry and ‘nearly had the horrors in that cursed house’.  Agrees to DMcN sending Robin, and Caspar too, to see Lutyens.  The Tutor is now working in the Foreign Office.  AJ is ‘discharging all my mistresses at the rate of about 3 a week’.  Will try to get a male servant.  Just going to lunch with McClure.

f. 23

[1919, ?Dec.]

[London]

Has bought no presents yet.  Romilly is helping in the house.  AJ has a ‘thé dansant’ tomorrow and ‘about 3000 people are coming’.  The butler, ‘a hateful little worm’ has left.  Edwin is ‘quite insupportable.  I shall kill him soon’.  Princess Bibesco’s ‘disconcerting habits’; Cristina is starting to sit tomorrow.  David is staying up here.

ff. 24-5

[1919, Dec.]

28 Mallord St, Chelsea

Has always written about 6 times to her one.  Wishes he could get away from London.  News of sitters:  the Infanta, Robert Fleming, [Princess] Bibesco, Mme Gandarillas.

The Tutor wants to come down for Christmas.  Guy Allen has ‘taken £3000 off old Romaine Brookes [sic], an awful old Lesbian who paints horrible pictures’.  Clyde has found AJ a studio in New York.  AJ’s father wants to see the little girls, must get some photos done.  AJ must write to Freddy Guest for money.  Will try to get the Contemporary Art Society to buy one of Jones’s things.  Asks if there is room for Katherine Hale and Phillip Heseltine.  Has ordered a dozen ‘up to date [gramophone] records’.  Told Elizabeth he had never voted in his life.
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f. 26

[1920, Jan.]

28 Mallord St

Robin hasn’t written; had told Jim to get him smartened up.  AJ is avoiding the [Tour] Eiffel as he has found a delicatessen nearby; he ‘cannot imagine what the boys exist on as there’s never anything in the larder’.  News of the cats.  Has made a ‘very good beginning of the Infanta’ and a ‘rather stunning re-start of Mde Gandarillas’.  Kennedy came to tea, they had a little dancing afterwards in the studio.

f. 27

[1920, ?Jan.]

28 Mallord St

Thanks for the pyjamas, glad she’s coming up for a bit soon.  Is trying to get the portraits done, the Infanta came for the third time.  Euphemia and Grove have taken a house on Cheyne Walk, Euphemia ‘fell to the charm of the Hawthorne’.  Tommy Earp’s wedding anniversary; AJ had a thé dansant attended by Violette Murat, ?Leverton, Euphemia, Grove, Hale, Holland and Mercer, the Tutor, and Gandarillas.  News of the [Princess] Bibesco, Rom[illy], [Kathleen] Hale, the Tutor, ‘dancing like an abandoned camel’, and Samuels.  Asks if DMcN would like a snuff box.

f. 28

[1920, ?Dec.]

28 Mallord St

Thinks she must have written to Dennison because he was given an exquisite meal yesterday.  The butler left:  ‘he was a wretched worm’.  Will have the Tutor, Macnamara and Brownie for Christmas, Romilly came back.  Edwin had better go to Alderney:  ‘he’s getting on my nerves’.

f. 29

[c.1921-2]

28 Mallord St

Feels much better for her letter.  Mrs F[leming] has cheered up.  Should have hated to leave the things unfinished, but sorry not to have one of DMcN in  the show.  Freddy Guest bought the two pictures of Gellibrand and Baba, unfinished, for £1000.

Gracie was fetched by her mother, and is reported to have had a baby by AJ.  Told Mrs Geer to get Cheesman to examine her.  Asks after Robin, and the car.  Heseltine is bringing Roy Campbell’s poem to read.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 30

[c.1921-2]

28 Mallord St

Glad that Robin is setting to at something, doesn’t think Lamb ‘will be able to stand his proximity for long’.  Romilly’s Tutor called to see AJ.  AJ will make enquiries about China.  Hopes DMcN will come up for the dinner.  The Goughs have cited AJ, Baron Maurice de Rothschild and another man as co-respondents, but AJ has seen Sir Charles Russell and it may be ‘squashed in time’.  News of Detmar Blow and Winifred.  Asks if Gracie was examined.

ff. 31-2

[1922, May]

Real Hotel Washington Irving, Alhambra, Granada, Spain

Impressions of the country; the Tutor may be in the town somewhere; impressions of the Prado, and of a show in Paris of 100 years of French painting.  Madrid is ‘still full of Goyaesque people’ and the Café Ingles ‘frequented by the heroes of the Bull ring’ (sketch included, f. 32r).  Asks after Rom[illy].  Paris is full of ‘homo-sexualists of both kinds who dance together to the prurient strains of the saxophone’.  Nina [?Hamnett] was looking ‘extremely dirty and excited’.  Iris [Tree] will soon be off her head.

ff. 33-4

[1922], May 20

Valor, [Spain]

Asks if she got his letter and cheque for £100.  Is staying here for a few days and has got some Gypsies to sit.  The Tutor and Robin have gone to Ugijar.  The Tutor takes very bad photographs, ‘losing bits of his machine & tripping over the tripod continually’.  Impressions of the country; comments on Edwin and Robin; asks about Macnamara’s American friends, Trelawney, Rowley, Poppet and Vivien.  News of Curtis and Iris.  Is going to paint the daughters of the house.

f. 35

[1922], June 13

Yegen

His white paint has come to an end so will move towards Marseilles.  Euphemia seems to have the affair of the house well in hand.  Account of a ball at the house, and the Tutor’s arguments with Maria, the cook.  Comments on Robin’s and Edw[i]n’s future.

ff. 36-7

[1923, March-April]

on board S.S. Olympic

Impressions of life on board ship; comments on fellow passengers:  Desvallières, the Conan Doyles, an oil king, and Mrs Harry Payne Whitney.  The Americans are very friendly.  Recommends she read Sinclair Lewis’s Babbit.  Loss of his hats overboard:  ‘there must be a continuous track of caps along our route’.  Will stay a night at the Biltmore Hotel then probably go to Pittsburg next day; may take a studio in New York.  Has to run the gauntlet of reporters tomorrow.
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f. 38

[1923, April]

The Saturn Club, [Buffalo]

Will write to Edwyn [sic], he and Robin might go in for pottery; asks if David has gone to Rome.

Incomplete
ff. 39-40

[1923, April]

The Saturn Club

Desvallières has gone to Washington with St Gaudens.  AJ was brought here by ‘a pleasant fellow’ from the Carnegie Institute, is dining with Mrs Goodyear.  Will not get the enormous prices suggested in London, but a ‘useful bit of money’.  Will go to New York afterwards, may stay with Elizabeth Bibesco.  Will write to Edw[i]n, he and Robin might go in for pottery.  Asks if David has gone to Rome.

Incomplete
ff. 41-2

[1923, April]

The Saturn Club

The portrait is getting done.  Yesterday Goodyear drove him to Niagara Falls and to Fort Erie, but the river was too low to permit taking the ferry across to Buffalo.

The club is full of ‘determined anti-Prohibitionists’, who keep their ‘hootch’ in lockers.  Comments on the food and drink.  Asks if David has gone to Rome; asks to have letters sent on.  Comments on Francis [Macnamara].  Recommends The Triumph of the Egg by Sherwood Anderson.

f. 43

[1923], April 17

The Plaza, Fifth Avenue, New York

Mrs Goodyear fell and broke her ankle:  she ‘behaved impeccably ... making jokes while waiting for the doctor’.  Birnbaum met AJ in New York:  ‘he bores me to madness’, and took him to see a ‘rather pretty commonplace person’, whom AJ is to paint.  Had a horrible dinner and saw a horribly bad play, ‘Rain’ from the story by Compton Mackenzie.

Is going to see a studio this morning.  Account of the ‘rather tarty looking damsels’ on Fifth Avenue.  The country is ‘chiefly controlled by a villain named Hearst who owns most of the papers’.  Comments on life in New York, including the bootleggers.
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f. 44

[1923], May 19

[New York]

Got her note and Poppet’s.  Toughy Pine was surprised the Buick was still running.  Mrs [Jeanne Robert] Foster, a friend of Gwen’s, called, bringing some ‘quite beautiful’ drawings and a painting by Gwen, and said that Gwen has ‘lots of things stowed away in her attic which should be rescued before the rats eat them’.  Gwen gave a large portrait of a nun to a convent, who sold it to John Quinn.  Mrs Foster is going to France soon and taking Gwen for a holiday.

Getting on with his two portraits has been a ‘fearful grind’, and people always want to give parties for one.

Gough has withdrawn his charge against Augustus, Charley Russell has been very good and skilful.  Clyde has bought [the portrait of Mme] Suggia.

Going to Buffalo soon to finish Mrs Goodyear, then St Gaudens will motor him to Montreal and Quebec and put him on a boat.  Bob Chanler is ‘indescribably improper but ... as good as gold’.

ff. 45-6

[1923], May 24

1 W 67th St, [New York]

Got two notes from her and a letter from Poppet.  The two portraits are getting on slowly, ‘the elder lady has to have so much camouflage’.  Will soon go to Buffalo to finish [Mrs Goodyear’s portrait].  Comments on the Americans and New York; goes mostly to Bob Chanler’s.  Posterfield asked after Edie, Macnamara and Euphemia.

‘That beast Hicks’ is now living with Seymour Leslie, ‘a grinning society microbe’, and has gone back on her promise to give up Zoë.  Met Arthur B. Davies, ‘an awful old faker’.  Saw Willard’s fight against Floyd Johnson.

St Gaudens will motor AJ to Montreal and Quebec and put him on a boat.

Asks after David, Robin and Romilly.  A ‘charming’ friend of Gwen’s came to see him.  Sends love to Violet Jones.  Charley Russell ‘managed that Gough business nicely’.  Wonders if she ever sees Gracie.

ff. 47-8

[1923, June]

Saturn Club, Buffalo

Got here yesterday and is now finishing Mrs Goodyear.  His portrait of Mrs Clarke is ‘very satisfactory after months of sweat and travail’, also one of her daughter and of J. Phipps.  Has postponed the other lady till the Fall.  Leaving for home soon from Quebec.

ff. 49-50

[1923], June 20th

Saturn Club

Lerolle came to fetch AJ to Quebec, but he sent him away as he is still at work on Mrs Goodyear.  Drove to Niagara Falls yesterday and had a ‘horrible dinner’ on the Canadian side, with ‘a damned jazz band playing and the damned falls falling’.  Will sail from New York.  Mrs Goodyear sits well.  Will probably arrive at the beginning of July.
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ff. 51-2

[1924], April 27

80 W 40th, [New York]

Thanks for her cable.  Was ill on the voyage but now better at last.  Clyde is ‘a miserable little worm’ and has sent ‘a half-nigger half-Red Indian to look after the place’.  AJ went with Clyde to Pittsburgh for the Carnegie Foundation.  Is painting Joe Widener, Mrs Sheffield is giving ‘infinite agony’.  Has not yet seen Bob Chanler.  The telephone rings continuously.  Asks if Jones sold many pictures.

ff. 53-4

[1924, May-June]

80 W 40th

Her letter drove him ‘crazy with joy’.  It would have been better to advertise Mallord [St] before cleaning it up.  Congratulates her on her work over ‘that canvas of O’Henry’.

Will have to give up Mrs Sheffield or put it off.  Robin’s address in France.  The Wideners are very pleased with the portrait.  Has done a number of drawings, ‘which enable me to live in this very expensive city’.  Ought to carry out the Canadian picture this year.  Went to a party in honour of Diana [Cooper] before she left for England.  Ryan is going to sit.  John Quinn is seriously ill.  AJ may be back on the 18th by the ‘Aquitania’.  Letter from Grant.

f. 55

[1924, June]

Dunsany Castle, co Meath

Entrapped here, went to the banquet last night; speeches by ‘that murderer Mulcahy’ and Chesterton.  Mrs Gogarty like ‘a sort of Duchess.  I must get out of this’.

ff. 56-8

[1925, Feb.]

La Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy St, Tottenham Court Road, London W1

Hopes she’ll come up on Saturday.  A reception is to be held on Monday at the Royal College of Art in honour of the Grand Llama.  Sinclair is sitting on Saturday.

Asks her to bring a postcard of Llangwm women:  making a picture of them has been on his mind for many years, and he’d rather go there than Berlin.  News of Iris [Tree], Sybil [Hart-Davies] and Dobson.  Earp is here but May has gone to Switzerland with Mde Stulik.  Has a ‘vast pile of bills’.  Claud Lowther has just appeared with his dog.
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ff. 59-60

[1925, March]

British Embassy, Berlin

His health better; she should see Fleming about her pain.  Working hard, with two sittings a day.  Frau Horstmann’s portrait is getting on, her father may be induced to pay for it.  Stresemann’s portrait improved.  Has ‘hours of intense boredom’.  Went to see the artist Max Liebermann, 80 years old and painting better than ever; he has pictures by Manet, Daumier, Cezanne, and Renoir.

AJ’s father writes about his will.  Comments on a proposed trip to Italy.

ff. 61-2

[1925, March-April]

Hotel Continental, München

Has a frightful cold.  The museums shut at 3, ‘which leaves one all the rest of the day to be bored in’.  Goes back to Berlin tomorrow night.  D’Abernon has found a room for him to paint in.  Impressions of Münich.  Asks if Robin sent ‘the Dobson scarf’.

ff. 63-6

[1925, March-April]

British Embassy, Berlin

Happy to get her letter.  Is stopping longer than expected through starting portraits; has practically finished Stresemann, whom he likes.  Frau Horstmann makes a good subject; an American, Mrs Gilbert, is ‘dying to sit’.

Got the letter from Mrs Rumsey, and Epstein’s cable; will not ask anything like £10,000 for the picture.  Berlin is now under snow.  Impatient to get to Italy.  Comments on the haunts of homosexuals and transvestites.

A lot of drawings he made of Padarewski at the Peace Conference have been stolen or thrown away.  Only had a glimpse of Dobson’s scarf; now about to dine with the Gilberts ‘and about a thousand others’.  Has almost cured his cold.  News of Lady d’Abernon.  Mrs G[ilbert] comes tomorrow to sit.  At dinner talked about Bach with the old Grand-Countess Dönhoff.  Young Gilbert is ‘the boss of Germany, being the chief official of the Dawes Plan’.

f. 67

[1925, ?April]

British Embassy, Berlin

Hopes DMcN and Poppet have got over the flu.  The ‘damned portraits’ keep him tied up but they’ll be worth doing.  Sick of being here:  his sitters fail him sometimes, and ‘the perpetual hooting of the motor cars is maddening’.  Princess Thurn und Taxis has presented him with a nice Bavarian pipe.  Lunched with Sybil’s half-sister, Frau von Winderburg.  Has Stresemann for the last time this afternoon.
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f. 68

[1925, ?April]

British Embassy, Berlin

Conditions here are impossible so will leave the women’s portraits till he can get a place to himself.  Has finished Stresemann, ‘even his wife admits it’s like him at his worst’.  Comments on his American and German women sitters.  Marvellous wall decorations brought from Turkestan by a German digger, Professor [Albert von] Le Coque [sic].

Will try to get back by the end of the week.  Probably there is a letter from Epstein waiting.  A few days in Dorset before Italy will be ‘very salutary’.

f. 69

1926, Oct. 1

Café de Paris, Tarascon-sur-Rhône

Walked here again yesterday, [Horace de Vere] Cole is still in bed, he is ‘rather a tiring companion’ and ‘suffering from pretty-girlitis’.  Met Thompson the deaf and dumb at Avignon.  Going on to Arles today.  Munnings was on the boat crossing the Channel, he wants to sell his house for £4000.  At Marseilles AJ will get canvasses and do some painting.

f. 70

[1926, Oct.]

Café du Commerce, 14 Cours du Quatre Sept.embre, Martigues

Walked from Avignon to the Étang de Berre, where they took a boat to Martigues and went on to Marseilles.  Ordered canvasses and left Cole there yesterday.  Went up to the Villa [Ste Anne] with Thompson:  describes the house.  Horace de Vere was ‘embêtant’ but a ‘good pacer’ at walking, though he fell in love with every pretty girl he met.

ff. 71-2

[?1926], Oct. 14

Villa Ste Anne, [Martigues]

A. J. M[unnings] is in Spain.  The ‘awful Cole is still hanging about here’.  AJ has caught ‘Martigues fever’, too ill to paint.  The Spaniards have not yet moved out.  Asks if she heard of Teddy Sassoon and Billy Heseltine’s ‘unfortunate adventure’.

ff. 73-4

[1926, Oct.]

Villa Ste Anne

Got Denin’s £10 and her letter.  The villa could be made ‘most delightful’.  Mlle Bazin seems rather mad, and left no key to the little house for the Spaniards.  AJ is going buying things [for the villa] today.  Wonders if Poppet and Vivien would come over.  Cole is coming to lunch on his way to Perpignan.  AJ has just finished La Boise [sic] au Clair de Lune.
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ff. 75-6

[1927, June-July]

Château de Missery, Côte d’Or

Has been ill since he left.  The Americans are ‘hopelessly idiotic and uninteresting’.  Rom[illy]’s operation is a very simple one.  Drove to Sémur yesterday.  Mitchell Kennerley got on AJ’s nerves but he is going back to Paris today, leaving Morley here, and AJ is driving to Dijon.  McLanahan bought this château and 35 acres for £1000.

ff. 77-8

[1927, June-July]

Château de Missery

Has found a wonderful château which can be bought for £300, will try to get it.  Went to Dijon yesterday, but the Americans ‘see nothing and think only of what they can buy’.  His canvasses will probably come from Paris tomorrow.  Mitchell [Kennerley] went back yesterday leaving Morley.  McLanahan gives them very good wine.  AJ thinks he can deal with Mrs Mc[Lanahan] quickly.

ff. 79-80

[1927, June-July]

Château de Missery

Has knocked off the two portraits and will be back the day after tomorrow.  Mrs McLanahan is nice but ‘the old man is a tiresome old idiot’, and the meals are terrible.  Sometimes AJ ‘slink[s] out to the little auberge’.  Morley has gone to London.  AJ covets the Château de Chailly but thinks [McLanahan] wants it for his son.  Mrs Tyler said it could be got for £300.  Nothing to do here between whiles.  His portraits are ‘rather successful’.

Romilly had better see a specialist, Robin hasn’t written; hopes Henry brings the stalwart priest.

f. 81

[1928, early April]

Café du Commerce, 14 Cours du Quatre Sept.embre, Martigues

Feeling a bit better, doing a portrait of [Eve] Kirk and of Barbara, and will start off when they are finished.  Problems with the car tyres.  Is going to fetch [Horace de Vere] Cole from Marseilles to spend a day or two at Martigues:  ‘he can take charge of Nelson and Kirk’.  Mason has come, and Symes is ‘invariably pleasant’.

The Bal was a ‘triste spectacle’.  Pascal was delighted with the postcard of Vivien.  AJ saw ‘a superb subject’ at Salon ‘but there was a widow and her daughter in it’.  Trabaud has sold the café and is going back to Tunis, Isnardon and his architect are busy with their plans.  No word from Violette.  The de Malleisys are being hunted round Paris by the police.  Symons has just published Baudelaire’s letters to his mother.  Asks if there are flowers at Fryern, and whether he should send the bedclothes.
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ff. 82-3

[1928, early April

Martigues]

Kennerley has stopped the cheque and is sending another.  [Barbara] Nelson and Eve [Kirk] are stopping on for a day or two:  Eve is ‘all right but Nelson has a most enervant personality’.  Asks about the value of the furniture.  Must try to do from sketches the ‘magnificent café subject’ he saw at Salon.  Barbara is sitting to him and Mason is expected today.  Has just found the cheque of 25th Feb.  Hopes her pains are gone.

ff. 84-5

[1928], April 6

Villa Ste Anne

Thought she was never going to write and was very depressed.  Got the parcel with the Vogue cheque.  Today received the lovely scarf.  Tommy has sent his article at last.  Kennerley has sent another cheque but said nothing about the one dated Feb. 25.

Isnardon’s transaction with Madon is completed and he was up with an architect yesterday.  Trabaud has sold his business and is going back to Tunisia.  Asks for a rough guess as to what to ask Isnardon for the furniture, wine and crockery.  Comments on Wilkie and a French artist.

f. 86

[1928, May]

Hotel Réserve Venise, 3 Quai de Port, Martigues

Leaving next Sunday with Tommy Earp, taking 2 or 3 days on the road, and a day in Paris to fix up an article for Vogue.  [Barbara] Nelson and Eve [Kirk] have gone to Salon.  Will call for the licence at Southampton, the car is ‘running very sweet’.  Has been very unhappy not working, better to get back and return here later.  Hopes he’ll manage to get a few things done before going to ‘horrible Chelsea’.  Horace [de Vere Cole] would like to visit DMcN:  he is going ‘completely gaga’.

Isnardon will keep the lesser Villa Ste Anne for them, and is building some studios and a garage.  Met Mr and Mrs Hone; Mrs Blodwen Hone comes from Haverfordwest.  AJ asks for Edwyn’s [sic] address.

ff. 87-92

[1928], May 20

Hotel Foyot, Rue de Tournon, Paris

Got here with Tommy [Earp] at 1.30 am, after a little trouble with the car.  Is sharing a room with Tommy and hopes she will not ‘draw any unnecessary inferences’.  Tommy ‘indulged his bi-annual complex’ last night, so is sane and normal today.

Met ‘heaps of people’ last night, including Edw[i]n, Pauline Torry, Violette [Murat] and a 7-foot high American girl, Eve Kirk, Beppo, Zabado and Duff Twisden.  Dining with Violette tonight.  Has not yet seen Brenda, could make a £3000 picture of her.  AJ has two Tom Mix hats.

[In hand of Tommy Earp, f 90:] AJ drove well through difficult country.  Was sorry to leave Martigues, but Marseilles is a ‘ramshackle inferno’.  Account of a fair at Macon, including waxworks and a female fakir.  Hopes to start for England the day after tomorrow, though most go to a show or two.  Saw a ‘magnificent portrait’ of Poppet by AJ.

[In AJ’s hand, ff. 91-2:] Tommy was most useful, looking up maps, the ‘best compagnon de voyage’.  AJ’s guts are better so he is taking a fresh interest in life.  Must go to the Dordogne for an article in Vogue about the latest developments in art.
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ff. 93-4

[1928, late Aug.]

on board S.S. Celtic, Queenstown Harbour

By the skin of his teeth got his passport visé at Liverpool.  Spedding ought to be shot.  ‘The mouldiest set of aunts I’ve ever seen on board’, but the sea is calm.  Was snapped by pressmen as he got on board.  She should tell Tommy [Earp] that the article they did at Stulik’s needs revision.

ff. 95-6

[1928, Sept. 3]

Runnymede-by-the-sea, Little Boar’s Head, New Hampshire, [USA]

Got here yesterday, ‘an appalling place’.  Beset by press men when he landed; the ‘imbecile cheerfulness’ of the people.  Fuller’s mother suggested he should ‘idealize’ his sitters.  Two ghastly Zuluagas, a Rembrandt, a Gainsborough, Reynolds and a Van Dyck hang here.

Will go into Boston tomorrow to get canvasses etc.  Ken Kennerley wired to say he was coming.  Asks her to ‘undress that awful dummy and put d’Ab[ernon]’s clothes in his trunk’.  Forgets whether Cosomati took the two etchings; he also wanted some landscape photographs which Mason could do.  Asks her to tell Tommy [Earp] to have all the Vogue articles sent here, will send stuff for the next one shortly.

ff. 97-8

[1928, Sept.]

Little Boar’s Head

Delighted with the snaps she sent.  Advice on the central heating.  Is ‘horribly sick of these people’.  Fuller’s portrait is getting done, and two of the children.  Mrs F brought AJ some whisky from New York.

Will have to give Vogue a miss this month, Tommy should ask for a cheque for the last one.  Asks if she will come to stay.  Has water on the knee, ‘not on my brain yet’.  Comments on an Irish servant, on the neighbours, and on the Fullers.

Has been reading a ‘startling tome’ by an American sculptor accusing all modern painters of sexual perversion.  His own statuary looks ‘rather jejune’ to AJ.

Vyvien [sic] has not written yet; hopes she and Poppet are sticking to their drawing.  Asks after Romilly and Kathie.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 99-100

[1928], Sept. 9

Runnymede-by-the-sea

Glad she sent Kennerley’s cable; Fuller doesn’t seem to know that Kennerley was acting as their financial agent.  Complains of the meals and the gramophone.  Is getting on with Fuller’s portrait.  Impressions of the household.  Asks about the central heating, whether Cosomati had the etchings and landscape photographs, and how the new car is running.

ff. 101-4

[1928], Sept. [16]-17

c/o Hon. Alvan T. Fuller, Runnymede-by-the-sea

Thanks for the blouses.  The work is getting on well but these people have no understanding, he has to point out the difference between a hired photographer and a painter.  A ‘rich dame’ in Boston wants him to paint her daughter-in-law.

The family will move to Boston at the end of the month and he will probably paint Mrs Fuller there.  Asks if Tooth’s sent the cheque, if Dorothy Warren sent her account, and if Gwen [John] has come over.  Asks after Fanny [Fletcher]’s tea business, and for news of Mavis [de Vere Cole].  He wrote to Ursula Nettleship.

Marvellous things in the Boston Museum.  The Fullers have had the Packard employees here all day for the annual non-alcoholic beano, but Mrs Fuller’s chauffeur was gaoled for being drunk in charge of her car.

The painting is getting on well, but AJ is going through ‘the most hideous ordeal’, and young Alvan blacked his sister’s eye, so that didn’t help.  An old artist has lent AJ his studio in Boston:  ‘the only civilised person I’ve met yet’.

Advises her not to ask Horace [de Vere Cole] to stay again.  Hopes Francis [Macnamara] will take a seaside house.  Plans to ‘spring Kennerley’s cable on the Governor’.  Poppet and Vyvien [sic] are nice to have written, asks if Kathie is still with DMcN.  AJ hasn’t had the last cheque from Vogue.

ff. 105-6

[1928], Sept. 21

c/o Hon. Alvan T. Fuller

Her letter arrived today with Christabel’s.  O’Casey sent a wire, glad that Cochrane is producing his play.  Fuller’s portrait is getting done and will be good.  Mellon has asked AJ to Washington to paint him; has other portraits to do at Boston.  Afraid that Mrs Fuller has designs on his virtue.

Wishes that Gwen [John] would come to her cottage so that their Da could visit ‘before he pegs out’.  Suggests driving to Tenby to fetch him if Gwen comes over.  Hopes DMcN will not have Horace ‘ramping down after Mavis’.

Fuller wants him to paint a millionnaire at Detroit.  Zuluaga sells his ‘horrible things’ for about 10 times what AJ does.  Wonders if DMcN recovered a view of the Clare coast he was going to give Francis [Macnamara].  Comments on novels by Agatha Christie and [Radclyffe Hall], on Fuller’s bookbuying and a ‘sickening film’ of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 107-11

[1928], Sept. 22

Runnymede-by-the-sea

Was bucked by her two letters and Poppet’s.  Has dismissed Lydia, the eldest Fuller girl, though she would make a good picture.  [sketch included, f. 107v].  Is doing ‘two good things of young Alvan and of Dickie, the second daughter.  Today was a kind of beano for war-damaged people’.

Loved Stewart Gray’s letter, and replied buying his mud-bank, including an annuity for SG.  Complaints about the Fuller household.  Is quietly undermining the reputation of Zuluaga:  Fuller paid £5000 each for the two.  28 years ago Fuller was repairing bicycle tyres.

Comments on the ‘grand dame’ at Boston, who wants him to paint her descendants.  Along with Al Smith and Herbert Hoover, AJ seems to use up a good deal of publicity.  Sends love to [Nora] Chadbourne.  McElroy wants two pictures delivered to him.

ff. 112-13

[1928], Oct. 4

c/o His Excellency, Gov. A. T. Fuller

Received her typed letter.  Fuller knew nothing of Kennerley’s cable.  The 3 portraits are nearly ready but ‘the game isn’t worth the candle’, and the pictures will probably be hidden away carefully.

Viva and Willie King wrote.  Dorothy Warren is engaged.  George Fitz-George has captured Mavis.  Called on an artist, who gave AJ three etchings.  Vyvien [sic] and Poppet’s spelling and handwriting get steadily worse.  Scorns Robin’s idea of study at Oxford; Stulik has had a frightful fall.  AJ sent a postcard to Carrington.

ff. 114-15

1928, Oct. 10

c/o His Excellency Gov. Fuller, Beacon Ave, Boston, Mass

Her letter and Caspar’s arrived today.  They are all moving to Boston tomorrow, and AJ will use a studio lent by an artist.  Poppet’s love affairs will be ‘positively frightening’.  Has sent Stewart Gray plenty of money.

The Fullers are giving a reception for Hoover on Monday.  Al Smith is to speak in Boston soon and Count von Lukner is lecturing here.  Comments on Boston and the people.  ‘This sort of work is very ageing’.

Went to see a house ‘put together and furnished by an exquisite creature called Sleeper’.  Asks for David’s and Edwyn [sic]’s addresses.  Wrote ‘a letter of counsel’ to Robin.  Hopes his father will not visit before AJ comes back.

ff. 116-17

[1928], Oct. 13

132, Riverway, Boston

Found this letter unposted.  This studio is very good, the artist has lent it until 15 Nov., ‘it is a joy to be out of the Fullers’ house’.  Is starting a new portrait this afternoon.

Went to Count Lukner’s lecture last night, ‘enormous fun, but his English was almost unintelligible’.  Hoover dined with them, then made a speech or ‘long essay’ on economics.  Smith comes soon.

AJ thinks he will recover here after ‘the darkest passage of my life’.  Recommends Goethe’s life by Ludwig.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 118-20

[1928, Oct. ?14]

c/o His Excellency Gov. Fuller, Boston

Loves his studio, is getting a ‘good method of doing portraits with much use of toilet paper’.  Comments on the drug stores with ‘full grown men guzzling soda-ices dismally at the counter’.  There must be an underworld, ‘but I haven’t penetrated it yet’.  ‘Old Mother Fuller’ gave him a bottle of green chartreuse she had had for 18 years.

Asks if DMcN will come over with [Nora] Chadbourne.  Has several portraits to do at New York, Detroit, Alabama, Washington and Connecticut.  Asks after Horace and Mavis.  Has sent a card to Carrington.  Asks for David and Edwin’s addresses; is writing to Caspar.  Has declined to attend the Fullers’s supper with ‘a celebrated squawker’.

Suggests fixing the little room next to his as a bedroom, and installing a shower-bath.

ff. 121-2

(1928, Nov. 1)

150 Beacon Street, (Boston)

Has written to Caspar about reducing his allowance to £50.  Is getting on well with the portraits now, has to give up this studio on 15 Nov. and find another.  Hopes the central heating is a success.

Hopes old D’Abernon won’t peg out before his portrait is done.  Wonders if Gwen [John] is ‘froissée’ because of Fanny [Fletcher] taking half her house; suggests writing to GJ to tell her she can have it all.  Asks after Granny Nettleship.  Thanks her for the Statesman:  ‘the American papers are simply unreadable’.

Hopes Al Smith will be elected as he is against the Ku Klux Klan and the Anti-Saloon League.  Thinks he will ‘get in touch with spooks here - there is nothing whatever to do in the evenings’.  Recommends Buried Treasures of Chinese Turkestan by Dr A. von Le Coq, Slaves of the Sun by Ossendowski, and The Soul of the Primitive by Prof Lucien Levy-Bruhl.  Poppet and Vyvien [sic] think DMcN’s room is very beautiful.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 123

[1928], Nov. 13

[Boston]

The new evidence re Sacco and Vanzetti is said to be all bought and paid for, fears Fuller’s troubles aren’t over, he and his family have been under death threats for a year.  He wants to take a house in England next year, has written to ask Allington to let Crichel again.

Has to find a new studio as Woodbury reoccupies this one in two days.  There is a very good ‘coloured show’ on; will dash to New York for a day or two soon, Tooth is there.

It would be nice to visit Trabaud’s new place.  Liked Julia and the elders very much.  David warns of his intended marriage.  Must book a passage home from New York.

ff. 124-7

[1928], Nov. 22

150 Beacon Street

Got her letter and Caspar’s, hopes she found Edwyn [sic] all right:  he is extremely negligent of himself; ‘Gwen being as cracked as himself would hardly be of much use practically’.  [Edwin] shouldn’t work in those conditions after congestion of the lungs.

At work in the new studio.  Vera Fearing’s portrait is the most interesting.  Last night VF’s third stepfather gave a pleasant dinner party.  VF and her mother would like Poppet to stay and no doubt Vivyen [sic] too.  Sorry to hear of Joe Holbrook’s burning.  Heard of Alington’s engagement and Tallulah’s.

His father would prefer to wait till Gwen and AJ return [before visiting].  The ‘sweet little actress’ has departed.  Doesn’t think Edw[i]n could stand Tom Yates for long.  Suggests going to Jamaica next spring.  Has been reading Adelaide by the Comte de Gobineau.  Suggests having David and Robin for Christmas, Robin sent a silly letter from Cambridge.

Has taken the new place till 15 Dec., can do Mrs Fuller in England next year.  Wants a day or two in New York before sailing.

ff. 128-9

[1928], Nov. 28

150 Beacon St

Completely fed up, planning to return on 15 Dec. on the Olympic, thinks he can get everything done by then.  Dudley Tooth returns on the same boat.  The Fuller family have gone to Rye Beach for Thanksgiving.  Met the Infanta Beatrix the other night.

Gathers that Edw[i]n is at Fryern, hopes the other boys will assemble for Xmas.  Stevenson Scott and his wife visited the studio and bought a painting of a chrysanthemum for £400; wishes he had kept the picture for his show.

ff. 130-1

[1928], Dec. 6

150 Beacon St

Has booked his passage on the Berengaria, sailing from New York on 14 Dec.  Finishing the portraits, the Governor is ‘crazy’ about his; Mrs Fearing’s is ‘about top-hole’.

Heard this evening from a pressman about his elevation to an RA.  Must have a good showing at his next show.  Has done 4 cyclamens, a begonia, and a chrysanthemum sold to Stevenson Scott, also a portrait of a coloured elevator girl.

Had a long letter from Poppet, ‘sticking up for Robin’s new move to Cambridge’.  Has just been congratulated by the Fullers, the Governor is cabling AJ’s father.  Has sent instructions to Anrep; Peter Spencer is on the stage in New York.  Reminds her about gifts to Gwyneth and Zoë.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 132

[1930], April 16

Preston Deanery Hall, Northampton

The paint box is very good.  Ottoline has been here 3 days but is still invisible.  He starts some new exercises soon.  Vyvian [sic] asked on the phone if Philip could come next weekend.  Caspar is taking to a plane, is loaning £200 with his War Bonds as security.  Asks about [insurance] policies.  Has no thrillers to read and has nearly finished Primitive Culture.

f. 133

[1930, April]

[Preston Deanery]

Thanks for the thrillers.  Reminds her to send blank cheques.  Has started on an ‘electric belly-waggler’.  The Doctor may let him go at the beginning of May.  Ottoline is on skimmed milk.  Sampson’s Gypsy Anthology is out.  There is only one walk here.  Asks if she liked Powys’s book.  Robin has returned to Poppet’s fold.

f. 134

[1930, May]

[Preston Deanery Hall]

Is free next Wednesday, she had better come to spend Tuesday night here.  Drove into Cambridge yesterday to see Louis Clarke, lunched at his club with ‘a bevy of exquisite undergrads’ and had coffee with Quiller-Couch, then went over the ethnological museum.  Louis gave AJ a fine Pueblo Indian pot ‘which I am fetching today along with the ineffable Cochran’.

f. 135

(1935, July 20)

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge, Salisbury

Can’t come to Paris as he feels ‘a frightful flop’; sorry to miss the Italian show.  Asks if the studio is let to him.  Tommy [the horse] isn’t in a fit state for the Gymkhanas.  Sends love to Helen.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
ff. 136-7

[1936], July 20

Fryern Court

Glad to have her letter.  Wonders who put sugar in Poppet’s tank.  DMcN’s visit to Violette must have been a nightmare.

AJ drove Caitlin down to Wales to see Dylan Thomas.  Stayed at Laugharne Castle, and next day Dylan turned up with an artist called Jane[s].  AJ drove them to Fishguard, ‘Caitlin and Dylan osculating assiduously in the back of the car’.  Jane[s]’s pictures were ‘really rotten’.

AJ judged the [Eisteddfod] competitions, there was only one ‘real painting’.  The Hughes were very pleasant.  AJ and Vivien are taking the car to London tomorrow to have it decarbonised.  Will try to get started in the Fiddes-Watt studio.

Two American friends of Ted Spencer stayed the night, Viven and Caitlin did surrealist dances.

Thanks to Helen for her postcard of Monte Carlo.  [Mrs] Byng-Stamper is ‘imploring’ AJ to go to the opening of the Eisteddfod.  Manson is opening her show of Contemporary Welsh Art:  ‘it all makes me rather sick’.

f. 138

[1938, Aug.-Sept.]

Arrived back from Wales after midnight.  Glad to have her wire.  Spent 4 days at Laugharne with the Dylan Thomases, who live in ‘frightful squalor and hideousness’.  AJ took some books from his father’s house.  ‘The Dylans are impossible to stand for long’.  The car ran ‘most pleasantly’.  Had a fruitful visit to Williams at Haverfordwest.  Tenby was full of ‘the most hideous looking trippers’.  There is some talk of Lord Athlone sitting again.  Is writing to Vivien.  Asks after Tristan.  AJ and Elmer find it dull here, but he is seeing Brigit this evening.

f. 139

[1938, Aug.-Sept.]

Park Studio, Pelham St, [London]

Delighted to get her letter.  Sets out on Wednesday or Thursday via Southampton - [Le] Havre.  Stayed about 4 days in Wales, arranged with Williams to have dividend warrants sent to Barclays Bank.  Sold the house for £1500, took away some books and all the shells.

Saw the Commander [Caspar John] last night.  Joe Hone may come to Fryern this weekend.  David John appeared ‘with a bloody woman’.

f. 140

[1944, Sept.]

Wern Newydd, New Quay, Cardiganshire

Thanks for the razor blades, is staying here a day or two before returning; has drawn Miss Gower Jones three times, they brought out a beautiful Welsh silk hat.  Met an Alastair Grahame who asked him to stay.  It might be best to go to London first to get the drawings mounted and photographed for Miss Jones.

f. 142

1950, Xmas

Fryern Court

Ink self-portrait sketch.

22778D

Letters From Augustus John to Doriela McNeill (cont’d)
f. 143

[1950], Aug. 5

Hotel de Bourgogne, 7 Rue de Bourgogne, Paris

Relieved that she and Poppet got back all right.  Has had 6 piqures, 2 remain to be done, will fly back after the last, on the 8th.  Has done some good revision of the book.

Took Mavis [de Vere Cole] and Tristan to the Louvre; Mavis announced that she had made DMcN legal guardian of T[ristan].  AJ is meeting Edwin this evening; had a nice evening with Didy [Asquith].  News of Anna and Natalie.  AJ is feeling better for the treatment.  Must come to Fryern and collect some illustrations.  Perhaps Vivien and family are still there.  The Harveys are on holiday.

22779E

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
EDWIN AUSTIN ABBEY MEMORIAL TRUST FUND

f. 1

1961, March 9

Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

Thanks for his letter of 7 March, the Committee is delighted that he accepts their offer of £5000 for the large central canvas of his three paintings; arrangements for payment and delivery.

ACADÉMIE ROYALE DE BELGIQUE

f. 2

1946, July 4

Palais des Académies, Bruxelles

Election of AJ as Associate Member in the painting section of the Beaux-Arts class of the Academy.

French
Lord ALINGTON

ff. 3-4

[c 1937-8]

Zürich

Pleased that AJ enjoyed his trip; he has been ill again and has to stay another month or so.  Invites AJ to give an exhibition of his Jamaican work at the Redfern Gallery.  Sends love to Dodo and Vivi[e]n.

THE ALLIED CIRCLE

f. 5

1954, Nov. 20

46 Green St, Park Lane, London

Report on the ‘Literary Auction’ to which AJ contributed; his autographed copy of Chiaroscuro sold for $50, about £17, to John I. Snyder Jnr of New York.

Lady AVA ANDERSON

f. 6

[?1940s], June 9

4 Lord North St, Westminster

Reminds him of their meeting at Cecil Beaton’s, and his suggestion that she come to see him at his studio; suggests she bring the Duke of Alba with her.

MARIANO ANDREU

ff. 7-8

1960, June 25

6 rue Marbeau, Paris

Recalls meeting AJ in London 50 years ago, in company with Howard, cousin of the Duke of Norfolk, Horace de Vere Cole, and Fabian de Castro.

Following a suggestion by himself, Jean Gabriel Domergue and others, proposes that AJ’s name be put forward for election to one of the ten places of the Institut de France reserved for foreigners for service to arts, science or letters.  Andreu at present holds the seat left vacant by the late Sir Frank Brangwyn.  Field Marshall Lord Montgomery of Alamein is the only other [British] member.

NORMAN ANGELL

f. 9

1955, July 11

The Stone Cottage, Fernden Hill, Haslemere, Surrey

Received his note of 7 July, and will turn up at 101 Cad[o]gan Gardens, Chelsea, at 11 am on the 14th.

f. 10

1955, Aug. 4

The Stone Cottage

Suggests 11 am on Tuesday, Aug. 9, at 101 Cad[o]gan Gardens; will bring his niece to choose between the drawings, ‘she will not fidget or interrupt’.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 11

1955, Sept. 17

The Stone Cottage

Would welcome the appearance of a portrait by AJ in either the Sunday Times or Observer, but the suggestion to the editors would come better from AJ; could arrange another sitting or two if AJ thought it desirable.  Sends publicity material produced by the English-speaking Union in connection with a meeting on international affairs.

f. 12

1956, May 5

The Stone Cottage

Thanks for his note concerning the Sunday Times article, and for his son’s note.  Good news that the Dutch reproductions turned out well.

His niece suggests that AJ visits them at Northey Island, at the ‘tower’ NA built there.

‘ANN’

ff. 13-14

[?1930s]

Cunard R.M.S. ‘Berengaria’

Sends her address in London and New York.

BORIS ANREP

f. 15

[1928, ?Nov.]

Hotel Harding, New York City

Thanks for his letters, ‘like a voice from heaven in the complete dissolution of my resistance to the American Devil of Abortion’.  Today, after two days, was seriously thinking of fleeing back to Europe.  Longs to see AJ, thanks him for ‘the suggestion of a Byzantine W.C. for a charming woman’.

f. 16

1928, [?Dec.] 5

Hotel Harding

The ‘charming Mrs Bowsey’ to whom AJ introduced Anrep and his ‘Byzantine W.C.s’ lives at 119 East 70.

D. BRYNMOR ANTHONY

f. 17

1933, July 5

University of Wales Registry, Cathays Park, Cardiff

Details of the Degree Ceremony on Thursday, July 20.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 18

1955, March 29

4 The Avenue, Llandaff, Cardiff

Thanks for his letter of 20th inst, hopes AJ has had good weather in Malaga.  Sends proof of the Annual Report of the Contemporary Art Society for Wales for AJ’s approval.  The Annual General Meeting will be held at Wrexham on July 1, when an exhibition of the Society’s recent purchases will be held.  Would be greatly pleased if AJ could attend, and deliver the address, otherwise they might ask Mr Richard Hughes.

f. 19

1956, Jan. 24

4 The Avenue

Glad to receive his letter of the 20th inst, and that AJ had understood DBA’s message.  Encloses a duplicate form of consent instead of the one mislaid.

f. 20

1959, Oct. 30

4 The Avenue

Pleased to read in the Western Mail that AJ has been made a freeman of the borough of Tenby, congratulates him.  Through the good offices of Miss Lillian Browse he has bought for the society a drawing by AJ of a young girl’s head.

f. 21

1960, July 9

4 The Avenue

Glad to know from his letter of 7th inst that he found nothing to disapprove in the Report.  Agrees with AJ that a Welshman should undertake the statue of Lloyd George for Parliament.  Suggests that the sculptors AJ has in mind might be Jonah Jones and Ivor Roberts Jones, and discusses their recent work:  ‘Both ... could be expected to know more about Lloyd George than any foreigner’.

FELIX APRAHAMIAN et al.

f. 22

1950, Nov.

8 Methuen Park, London

Request for donations towards a commemorative concert for the late Jan Sliwinski.

ELIZABETH ARDEN

ff. 23-4

1936, Nov. 3

834 Fifth Avenue, [New York]

Received a newspaper clipping telling of his influenza, hopes he is recuperated.  Hears he is working on a portrait of Lord Athlone, and contemplates an exhibition next year.  It has been long since their last meeting, suggests he come to America and stay at her house in South Carolina.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
H. C. ARMSTRONG

f. 25

1933, Aug. 28

Northwick Park, Blockley, Gloucestershire

Congratulations on his Trustee appointment.  Lucky he didn’t come with HCA to Arabia as he got knocked out by bacillary dysentery.

MARY ARNOLD

ff. 26-7

1952, March 23

16 Lauriston Place, Edinburgh

Thanks for his letter.  Was delighted with the reproduction of the Rai [John Sampson]’s letterhead.  Knew that he had tried to visit Swinburne at the Pines but not that it was with AJ.  Her favourite story was of ‘the time you turned pavement artist, but didn’t make a fortune’.

Comes south in April, to attend a Classical conference at Reading, plans to spend Easter weekend at Marlborough and suggests visiting him at Fordingbridge on April 10th or 15th.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ARTS CLUB

f. 28

1942, July 21

4 Arlington St London

A letter written about a fortnight ago seems to have gone astray.  The members of the Arts Club would like to entertain AJ at luncheon in recognition of his Order of Merit, asks him to suggest a convenient date.

Lady CYNTHIA ASQUITH

f. 29

1930, Jan. 22

8 Sussex Place, Regent’s Park

Wants a drawing of Simon done, invites AJ to luncheon one Saturday or Sunday, Simon is at school weekdays.

f. 30

1930, Jan. 29

Adelphi Terrace House, Strand, [London]

Asks him to come soon; Simon’s hair has been cut.

DIDY ASQUITH

ff. 31-2

[?early 1940s]

Scarlet-sub-Edge, Stow-on-the-Wold

Thanks for his letter; account of her ‘merry weekend’, including a visit to Vivien at Ashchurch, news of the nursery school.  Loves looking at his drawing of her; the portrait of Pamela Tait was good when she saw it.  Personal news.

Lady MARGOT ASQUITH

f. 33

1945, May 4

Will not allow him to draw her; has had more than 300 letters of sympathy about the death of Elizabeth.

f. 34

[?1945]

8 Braemar Mansions, Cornwall Gardens, London

She will live here till the end of the war, not at the Savoy hotel, where he sent his ‘valued present’; she is ‘bored, lonely and depressed’.

ATHENAEUM

f. 35

1930, March 5

Princess St, Manchester

Sends ticket of honorary membership.

Lord ATHLONE

f. 36

1936, Sept. 28

Kensington Palace, [London]

Thanks for his telegram, has noted the 8th and 9th Oct.; after the 9th he will be in the country and sittings less easy.

f. 37

1948, Sept. 2

Kensington Palace

In reply to AJ’s letter, his portrait is now at the University of London.  He and Princess Alice enjoyed AJ’s exhibition in Leicester Square.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
‘AUREA’

ff. 38-9

[?1940s]

Kutama, Makwiro, S. Rhodesia

Saw ‘very vivid pictures’ of AJ in News Review; now works on a mission run by Fr Jerry O’Hea, whom AJ met.

Impressions of life in Rhodesia.

Mrs HOWARD L. AXELRAD

f. 40

1952, Nov. 3

10216 Third Ave, Inglewood, California

Requests an autograph.

Major HOWARD L. AXELRAD

ff. 41-2

1952, March 2

1392 Genevieve St, San Bernardino, California

Requests an autograph.

RONALD AYLING

f. 43

1958, Nov. 18

2 Finsbury Rd, Brighton

A sincere admirer of AJ’s work; enjoyed his Chiaroscuro but disappointed at the omission of Seán O’Casey, whom RA knows fairly well.  Suggests that AJ paints ‘a brief word-picture’ of his impressions of O’Casey and his relationship with him for the second volume of his autobiography.  Wonders whether AJ drew on his own wartime background in designing the scene for Act 2 of The Silver Tassie.

Montgomery’s ‘singularly ungracious’ and inaccurate account of his sittings for AJ, when [G.B.] Shaw was invited.

MICHAEL AYRTON

f. 44

1942, Dec. 13

76 Belsize Park Gardens, [London]

Apologies for speaking ‘out of turn’; at AJ’s suggestion, he will ring during the week, and would like to collect the book on magic.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 45

1961, Feb. 24

Bradfields, Toppesfield, nr Halstead, Essex

The Committee of Appeal for Amnesty in Spain is delighted that AJ has agreed to give something to be sold, the sale will be in early summer; hopes to visit him in London or at Fordingbridge to collect his choice; has not met him since the war, when they frequently dined with Cecil Gray and Dylan [Thomas].

CHRISTINE BACHELER

ff. 46-7

1928, Nov. 18

Tacottville, Connecticut

He has asked her to send more of her drawings but she cannot expect to take up his time.  That last day was ‘a dark growly one’, must see the portraits again, liked the ‘Tweed Suit’ one.

H. W. BAKER

f. 48

1957, June 27

The Coach House, Branchville Road, Ridgefield, Connecticut

Still hopes to ‘drop in on Dear Old England’ some time, though ‘only four times twenty’; continues with his memoirs and museum activities.  The Metropolitan Museum is still after AJ’s drawing of him, as he qualifies as a benefactor.  Heard from the publisher of AJ’s forthcoming book.

HERBERT BARKER

f. 49

1930, Feb. 24

The Palace, Bhuj, Kutch, India

Asks why AJ did not visit him at Jersey, where HB had 4 important introductions for him:  a Maharaj, Lady Houston, Lady Trent and Sir James Knott, all of whom might have had portraits, and HB could have done AJ’s back again.

JAMES STRACHEY BARNES

ff. 50-2

1954, June 6

Via A Torlonia 12, Rome

Praise of AJ’s Chiaroscuro; AJ and Ezra Pound are the ‘only two men in the world for whom I have a really profound regard’.  Disapproves of what AJ says about Henry [John], whom he knew very well:  assessment of HJ.

JSB always attracted by Gipsies, as was his uncle, Sir Charles Strachey, who was a friend of [John] Sampson, and made a study of the Smiths.

Agrees with AJ that he himself is ‘ambitious but have never found my way’; his interest in philosophy and music.  Asks after Dodo, would like to see Romilly, Robin and Vivien again.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
B. T. BATSFORD

ff. 53-4

1936, Aug. 26

15 North Audley St, London

Discussion of possibilities for a proposed book of AJ’s drawings, to include 64 full-page plates.  Doubts whether it would be out in time for Christmas.

GENEVIEVE BAUCHET

f. 55

(1943, Jan. 13)

Sulgrave

Hopes that Poppet will come for supper on Friday evening, and AJ too.  Asks him not to telephone Madge Winterbotham this week.

French
J. BAUCHET

ff. 56-7

1944, Nov. 1

Thatched House, Sulgrave, Northants

Distress and fear for France and its oppressed inhabitants; hunger often leads to violence, as in the revolutions of 1789 and 1917.  Criticism of the Minister of Justice; in his own book JB had stressed the need for Justice itself to be a pillar of society, not, as in the present case, an instrument of government.  Both Fascism and Communism bring regimentation and stifle freedom of thought, hence his worries about the future of art, France, his children, and AJ’s work.  Glad that his daughter has found an oasis of creative beauty; his gratitude to AJ.  Sends greetings to Mrs John and their daughters.

French
22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 58

1944, Dec. 22

Thatched House

Thanks him for the reproduction of his works [John Rothenstein, Augustus John (1944)].  Has recently gone through a major personal crisis, asks him not to mention this to JB’s daughter, Geneviève.  Approves the preface of the book, even if he doubts that Rothenstein fully appreciates certain portraits and imaginative compositions.

French
f. 59

1944, Dec. 29

Thatched House

Had written to him in London but then heard that he was in the country.  Philosophical reflections.  Honoured by AJ’s friendship, he will soon entrust his great secret to him.

French
f. 60

1945, April 29

Hotel Portmeirion, Penrhyndeudraeth, North Wales

Thinks constantly of AJ; praises the natural beauty of the district.  Hopes to introduce AJ to his new wife, whom Geneviève has mentioned; confident that AJ will approve of her.

French
ff. 61-2

1948, Jan. 19

Coln-St-Denys, Fosse Bridge, Cheltenham, Glos

Has twice begun to write to AJ.  Reflections on art.  Wonders if he has news from Lagore, where he believes one of AJ’s daughters has been.  Hopes AJ will visit him.  Northamptonshire now represents a closed chapter in his life.

French
f. 63

1948, Dec. 21

5 Coxwell St, Cirencester, Glos

Still has all the old affection and admiration for AJ, glad he has stayed in the tradition of the Old Masters such as Fouquet, Titian, Velasquez, and El Greco.  Reflections on art and life.  Certain works by AJ will remain ‘témoins de notre époque’.  Has bought this wool-merchant’s house with overhanging gables.  Geneviève is back in Lagore, Ireland, and hopes to come to Fordingbridge when she returns in March.

French
f. 64

1949, Dec. 23

5 Coxwell St

Sends New Year greetings.  Has had excellent reports of AJ’s latest work.  Hopes to see the exhibition of work by French landscape painters.  Criticism of current art theory and practice, praise of AJ’s method.

French
22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
Sir THOMAS BAZLEY

f. 65

1950, Dec. 19

The Old Mill, Quenington, Cirencester

Thanks for AJ’s signature on the letter to The Times, 14 Dec.; none of the replies have carried conviction, even Mr Churchill’s remarks in the House of Commons did not impress:  ‘the Great Man has his own moments of foolishness and this was one of them’.  Believes AJ’s view is shared by large numbers of people.

ADRIAN BEACH

f. 66

1960, Jan. 3

Smarts Heath, Mayford, Woking, Surrey

Acknowledges his debt to AJ.  AB’s mother worked at Liverpool with Sir Walter Raleigh, when AJ was there, and the Sidney Simes ‘gave me my first lessons and inspirations’ in art.  Once when AB was to meet AJ at Sir William Rothenstein’s, AJ sent a wonderful drawing.

Lord BEAVERBROOK

f. 67

1959, Sept. 1

Lord Beaverbrook Hotel, Fredericton, New Brunswick, [Canada]

Thanks for his letter of Aug. 27.  Tim Phillips might lend his studio.  When the big canvas is finished he would like to hang it in the main gallery here.

The picture ‘Dorelia’, which Lord B bought for £5000 belonged to Sir James Dunn, who gave it to Lady Queensberry, who later became Lady Dunn.  At the opening of the gallery on Sept. 16 he will have 3 paintings and one drawing by AJ.

Suggests they meet when Lord B is in London in Oct.

MAX BEERBOHM

f. 68

1952, Oct.

Villino Chiaro, Rapallo

Delighted by AJ’s contribution to the album given to him on his birthday.  Congratulates him on Chiaroscuro.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DAVID BELL

f. 69

1952, April 16

Glynn Vivian Art Gallery, Alexandra Rd, Swansea

Sends a copy of AJ’s letter to him about Evan Walters, which will be incorporated in the [memorial] programme.  Suggests AJ adds a few words ‘into the microphone’.  DB will send a copy of his own critical appreciation of EW.

Encloses, f. 70, typescript copy of AJ’s letter.

f. 70

1951, July 30

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge, Hants

Did not know Evan Walters well, having only met him two or three times in London.  Comments on Evan Walters’s painting of a collier, possibly seen at Pontypridd, when AJ was adjudicating at the Eisteddfod; EW’s interesting show at Dorothy Warren’s gallery in Maddox St, Mayfair.  AJ urged EW to ‘go to paint in Provence and so develop a colour sense’, but EW ‘drifted back to S. Wales where colour is apparently taboo or non-existent’.  EW encouraged by Sean O’Casey and Mrs Coombe-Tennant.  AJ regrets that ‘this talented and amiable fellow should have departed before fully realising his earlier tendencies ... his more recent efforts discouraged me somewhat’.

G. BELL & SONS

f. 71

1929, Jan. 29

York House, Portugal St, London

Suggests he make an appointment to discuss the idea of an ‘Anthology of Pictures’.

ANTHONY WEDGWOOD BENN

ff. 72-4

1961, April 20

Election Headquarters, 326 Church Rd, St George, Bristol

Thanks for his message of support [for AWB’s election candidature], information about the campaign and its objectives, list of supporters.

SVEN BERLIN

f. 75

1953, Nov. 21

Brick Kiln Farm, Minstead, Lyndhurst, Hants

As he was struggling with a painting, had asked Juanita to write to wish AJ back to health.  SB has just finished a painting of the encampment at Shave Green.  Had a marvellous letter from Manfri, in which he drew a horse for Juanita.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 76-7

1956, Oct. 29

Brickiln [sic]

Should have written before but has been ill; thanks for his letter.

It was a successful opening [?of SB’s exhibition], but little publicity in the press.  People like Sir John Rothenstein, Philip James, and Dudley Tooth, who could have helped, were all away.  Nothing at the show sold, ‘quite heartbreaking after so much work’, though Juanita sold three.

Juanita is in Birmingham, recording her programme, ‘Stallion Eternity’ for the Midland Home Service.

Sends a photo of AJ, Zoe and ‘half-Euphemia’.  Last year, in his aunt’s house, SB saw a drawing by AJ of a young woman named Lamb, feels sure it must be Euphemia.  The aunt is his mother’s sister Dickie, who married Adam Slade, brother to Charles and Lubin, ‘at the time that Dick Inn[e]s was going’.  Adam Slade sent SB his copy of [George Borrow], Romano Lavo-lil.

Has put up a new wooden hut, helped by a gypsy, Samson Green, who was ‘quite upset because we were half an inch out of true’.  SB wants to paint him, but Green wants to draw him first.

Sends a drawing of a Romano chavo as a present for turning out when AJ felt so ill.  Sends love to Simon and Zoe.  Juanita has bought a mastiff called Goliath.

MARIE LOUISE BERNERI

ff. 78-9

1946, March 1

11 Eton Place, Haverstock Hill, London

Returns a cutting, when near Leicester she will call on Mr Anstee.  Account of her visit to the Spaniards interned at Chorley, the Defence Committee is organising a meeting on 26 March; her interview with one of the internees.  Visited two comrades serving sentences in Halifax.  Asks AJ to sit for a series of photographs.

ff. 80-1

1947, Jan. 25

11 Eton Place

Apologies for delay in answering his letter, pleased to receive his cheque for £10, and for his support.  MLB’s mother has returned to Naples, where she edits a monthly review on anarchism.

News of an international anarchist conference in Paris, 12-14 Feb., delegates from the Union of Anarchist Groups and Freedom Press will be there.  Happy at the success of George’s book.

Invites AJ for a meal, when she will be able to take the photographs.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
MICHAEL BIRKBECK

f. 82

1929, June 13

The Vicarage Cottage, Walsingham, Norfolk

He and Chiquita have taken a small furnished cottage here.  Suggests they meet AJ for dinner at the ‘Tower’ one Friday, then take him back here.  News of the children, including Zoë.

THE BLADON GALLERY

f. 83

1957, April 1

Hurstbourne Tarrant, Andover, Hants

Sends a photograph taken when AJ was there last Oct.  Asks him to become an Honorary Member, and to submit a drawing or painting for their exhibition.

JACQUES-EMILE BLANCHE

f. 84

1928, Sept. 1

Offranville, Seine Inférieure

Thanks AJ for sending his drawing of JEB, which ought to go to the Musée de Rouen with other portraits of him by Sargent, Forain and Rothenstein; he has 4 big galleries there and contemplates adding works given to him, including ones by Manet, Corot and himself, after his death.

Wonders what happened to AJ’s two paintings of him, and a drawing as well; AJ is ‘a masterly draughtsman’.

Has already given 140 Sickerts, drawings mostly, to the Rouen [museum], wishes that modern British art were better known in France:  ‘The Edmund Davis rooms at the Luxembourg suggest very little of it’.  Max Beerbohm has sent him cartoons; one of AJ’s oils would be highly appreciated.

MUIRHEAD BONE

f. 85

1945, May 6

Grayflete, Ferry Hinksey, Oxford

Asks to meet AJ in London or Fordingbridge, ‘to discuss an important matter’.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
LAURENCE BRADSHAW

f. 86

1958, Jan. 5

The Art Workers’ Guild, 6 Queen Square, Bloomsbury

Met AJ two or three years ago with Geo.  Pitt-Rivers and Grace Rogers, later AJ and his wife came to Hinton St Mary and LB made some tools for AJ.  Sends AJ 80th birthday greetings from the Guild, founded by William Morris, Walter Crane and others.  Invites AJ to become an Honorary Member; their own aim ‘of direct approach to the public without the stupid intervention of art critics who seem to create confusion worse confounded with their aesthetic jargon’.

FRANK BRADY

ff. 87-9

1929, Sept. 10

50 Lupus St, Victoria, [London]

Being an ecclesiastical decorator by trade, has devoted his spare time to painting and sends examples of his work for AJ’s criticism.

Rough sketch by AJ, f. 89v.

FRANK BRANGWYN

f. 90

1947, July 26

The Jointure, Ditchling, Sussex

A great pleasure to meet AJ; thanks him for the sketch he made and gave to FB, it will make [William de] Belleroche’s book [on FB] far more interesting.  Hopes to see AJ again.

GERALD BRENAN

ff. 91-2

[?1946], Dec. 21

Bell Court Aldbourne, Marlborough

Thanks for his letter about the Spanish prisoners at Chorley, he too has been ‘agitating without any success for their relief’.  Outlines their conditions there at present.  112 of them want to go to France and should be allowed to go:  ‘It is disgraceful that after all their sufferings in German camps they should be treated like this’.  GB has written to the New Statesman and to Kingsley Martin.

Perhaps he can meet AJ and Dorelia again in the spring; [Thomas] Lowinsky, who has a house in this village now, sends love.

f. 93

[?late 1940s]

c/o Mrs Dack, East House, Wells next the Sea

Very pleased with the ‘charming afternoon’ he spent with AJ, asks him to bring Dorelia to see them.  Last night saw the aurora borealis.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 94-5

[1948], Aug. 16

Bell Court

Will gladly write a note on his Borrow discovery for the Gypsy Lore Society, if John Davenport will let him off the ‘vague promise’ to write something for him.  Outlines his theory that Tirso de Molina’s play, Mari-Hernandez, may have been the source of Borrow’s character, Belle.

At present is finishing a long book on Spanish literature; praise of Borrow as a writer, ‘I would like to write something that would help to re-establish his reputation’.  Suggests a detailed note in the G.L.S. [Journal] and a general article in the New Statesman.

Sorry not to have seen AJ’s show, but they were in Ireland.  Suggests they meet for lunch.

f. 96

[1952], Feb. 28

Bell Court

Got back from New York, Charleston, Florida, yesterday and found AJ’s book [Chiaroscuro]:  had already read parts of it in Horizon ‘with great enjoyment’.

Next Wed they start for Spain with Ruth Lowinsky, will be back in May, and they must meet in the summer.

ff. 97-9

1952, Aug. 17

Bell Court

Got back from Spain a few weeks ago and have been reading AJ’s Autobiography ‘a delightful book’, though AJ has been too reserved about his drawing and painting and his feelings about his work.

GB too is writing an autobiography, ‘in several volumes’:  it is a good subject for a novelist who lacks the sense for composition and so can’t finish his novels’, and he loathes ‘this generation of literary whiners and complainers’.  His autobiography will include AJ and Dorelia, ‘very important figures in my mythology when I was young’; the importance of the artist or writer to ‘live his ideas in his own person and not merely convey them to canvas or paper’.  Through his ‘long fixation’ with Carrington he came into the Bloomsbury world, he was ‘always a fish out of water there’.

They go to Malaga this autumn to live there permanently:  ‘I can’t stand the tightness and frustration of life here, or the crushing taxes’, and things in Spain have improved.  Suggests AJ and Dorelia come to visit him and Gamel.

f. 100

[1955], July 18

Churriana, Malaga

AJ’s letter to GB and Gamel’s to Dorelia have crossed.  The house at Torremolinos is theirs from Oct. 1st.  No news:  ‘there never is any at Churriana’, but has been writing a story about a Don Juan.

AJ’s friend Rafael La fuente has brought out his book on gipsies, GB would like to meet him.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 101

1957, May 28

Churriana

Glad that AJ liked his book [South from Granada], that he is painting and thinking of returning here; will arrange accommodation at the Santa Clara if AJ does come.  GB has been writing poetry and sends a sample.

Carrington’s niece, Joanna, has been staying with them, a ‘painter of some talent’, aged 25; she will return in Sept. for the winter.  Sends love to Dodo, Zoë and Peter.

H. BRIDGEWATER

f. 102

1930, Feb. 28

Thanet House, Egmont Rd, Sutton

Sends a ‘priceless snapshot’ of AJ’s brother.  Asks if he may call one evening, it is over 40 years since they met.

JOHN MALCOLM BRINNIN

f. 103

1959, Nov. 14

100 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass, USA

Thanks for the revised MS of AJ’s essay on Dylan Thomas; will send a copy of the collection [A casebook on Dylan Thomas (1960)].

BBC

f. 104

1957, Jan. 4

Broadcasting House, 32 Alexandra Rd, Swansea

Sorry he has been unwell over Christmas; they wish to visit AJ on 17 Jan. to collect the tape recorder and perhaps record AJ if he has found it difficult to record the required material.

f. 105

1959, Sept. 17

Television Centre, Wood Lane, London

Conditions for filming a 30-minute programme on AJ’s life and ideals, entitled ‘Face to Face’.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 106

1959, Oct. 2

Television Studios, Lime Grove, London

Reassures him about the suitability of material filmed:  ‘with suitable editing, a fair and balanced portrait can be achieved’.

f. 107

1960, Jan. 11

Broadcasting House, 32, Alexandra Rd, Swansea

Would be delighted to record him again at Fryern Court, especially a talk on AJ’s visits to Wales.

f. 108

1961, Aug. 3

Television Studios, Lime Grove

Asks permission to include extracts from the ‘Face to Face’ series in a book [edited by] Hugh Burnett to be published by Jonathan Cape [1964].

BRITISH EMPIRE LEAGUE

f. 109

1930, March 26

Norfolk House, Laurence Pountney Hill, London

Asks whether he accepts their invitation to become a Member of the British Empire League.

H. WILLIAM BRITTAN

f. 110

1957, Jan. 21

46 Howard Rd, Glen Hills, Leicester

Writes to AJ ‘as a convinced Social Crediter’, argues the case for the adoption of Major C. H. Douglas’s proposals throughout the British Commonwealth.  At 92, HWB is ‘still battling for an honest money system’.

FENNER BROCKWAY

f. 111

1956, April 11

House of Commons

Information about the history and aims of the Movement for Colonial Freedom, asks for a donation in advance of a meeting in Central Hall on June 8.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
HUMPHREY BROOKE

f. 112

1948, Oct. 26

The Tate Gallery, London

AJ’s ‘Galway’ cartoon returned from Canada 18 months ago and is now stored here on a roller.  They are anxious to have it displayed, but because of the condition of the canvas wish to have AJ’s personal advice; asks him to call to inspect it.

John Rothenstein is away in Italy until the end of the month.

f. 113

1960, Oct. 9

(‘8 Pelham Crescent S.W.7’ deleted), ‘as from the R.A.’

The President was very touched by AJ’s kindness in drafting ‘that excellent letter’ to the Times about Matthew Smith [initials expanded by Caspar John], who gives full authority to publish.  Now sends a fair copy for AJ to sign.

ALDEN BROOKS

f. 114

1938, Jan. 15

Riverside Farm, Hollywood, St Mary’s County, Maryland

Touched by AJ’s appreciation of his book; thanks him for writing to David Garnett, ‘though little use would  come of it’, as publishers feel there is no sale for such books, especially when a book on Shakespeare, like his, lacks ‘the backing of authority’.  Plans three volumes on Shakspere [sic].

Has not heard from Matthew [Smith] since AB left Europe for this Maryland tobacco farm.  Pleasant memories of the trip made with AJ and Matthew.

f. 115

1943, April 19

Hollywood, Maryland

Sends a copy of Will Shakspere and the Dyer’s Hand, ‘the completion of my long years of study of the Shakespearean authorship’.  The book’s mixed reception; AB violently attacked, yet has been asked to speak at the annual dinner of the Shakespeare Club.

His conclusion that Sir Edward Dyer was ‘the Shakespearean genius’ has been less accepted than his denial of Shakespere.

Was unable to see AJ’s New York exhibition.

Questioned, in talk with Hemingway, whether the ‘old Paris days of sunlight and freedom were gone for ever’, but swore to return there.

Matthew [Smith] has ‘quite given me up’ but AB has sent a copy of the book to him and to Tommy Earp.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DOROTHY ?BROWNE

f. 116

1925, June 24, 6 rue Cassini, Paris

Last year AJ spoke of arranging for a dealer to take some of Billy’s pictures.  She is entirely dependent on her own resources as a journalist and Julia is at Oxford, so it would be a relief to realise a sum from the pictures.  Would reserve the best, in AJ’s judgement, for presentation to the Tate.

MICHAEL BURN

f. 117

1945, Oct. 16

30 Cumberland Court, Marble Arch, [London]

Asks him to look at paintings by MB’s sister who is in a lunatic asylum, and whose interest needs to be stimulated.

ROY CAMPBELL

f. 118

(?1928, June 13)

Martigues, France

Isnardon’s place will be open in 2 weeks; RC will move to St Louis on the Camargue about Oct.  News of Martigues’ progress in the joutes.  At Istres RC got the cockade in the bullfight but was tossed by the bull.  His brother-in-law won a rowing championship.

f. 119

[1929, Aug.]

The ferrade was a success, but RC ‘a dismal failure’, and will not go into the arena again.  Hopes to see AJ soon, they are going to England for a few months, AJ may use his boat while he is away.

ff. 120-1

[?1950]

17 Campden Grove, [London]

Thrilled to get AJ’s letter and to know that he liked vol I of RC’s ‘P.W.’  Enjoyed meeting AJ again ‘after all these years’.  Thanks for the Delphic [Review], AJ’s article is ‘full of ripe wisdom for a congenital jingo like myself’.

It is just 28 years since RC and Mary spent their first Christmas together at Alderney.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 122-4

[c.1951-2]

17 Campden Grove

Has only just received his kind letter, was sorry to miss him in France.  Would be pleased to sit for him again, kind of AJ to put RC’s portrait in his book and to let RC use it too.  His mother has several copies of the first portrait.

Glad that AJ read Alan Paton, who has now gone back.  RC’s visits there in 1942 and ‘44.  Eliot has just been out [in South Africa] and says ‘it’s like sitting on a volcano’.  RC is glad he is refused a visa, for ‘it would be the end of me’.  In 1928 he was nearly lynched.

His sick daughter, Tess, almost recovered after the trip down south.

f. 125

[c.1951-2]

17 Campden Grove

Sends a photo of the picture, wonders whether AJ got his belated reply [sc. ff. 122-4], which had been reforwarded several times.  Would be delighted to sit for AJ any time, agrees with him about RC’s ‘unfortunate country’.  Alan Paton’s book is very good, he was wise to be ‘conciliatory’:  ‘I got nowhere by being militant in Voorslag’.

CANADIAN WAR RECORDS OFFICE

f. 126

1917, Oct. 17

14 Clifford St, Bond St, London

Confirms the arrangements for AJ’s work in connection with the Canadian War Memorials Fund:  a Honorary Commission, with rank of Major, pay and allowances; in return AJ is to paint a decorative picture 30’ x 40’.

JONATHAN CAPE

f. 127-8

1950, Aug. 22

30 Bedford Square, London

Glad that AJ and Daniel [George] had a successful session yesterday so that the typescript could be brought to JC.  Hopes AJ and Howard will ‘fix up the illustrations’ at the end of the month.  Discussion of possible titles.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 129-30

1952, March 11

30 Bedford Square

His letter only reached JC yesterday.  Daniel [George] has brought him the letter AJ received from David Higham detailing the offer from Pellegrini and Cudahy.  JC’s impressions of the Pellegrinis, advises AJ to accept.

Interested in the accounts of [Poppet]’s wedding:  ‘that impudent rag, The Daily Express’ reproduced pictures of the previous weddings.

Encloses a note about the Foyle Luncheon on March 27, JC will chaperone AJ to the Dorchester.

Glad to have the pre-publication reviews by Desmond MacC[arthy], Harold N[icholson] and Sacheverell S[itwell].  Looks forward to receiving pieces of the second series.  At present is reading an 1100 page typescript translation of Le Deuxième Sexe [by Simone de Beauvoir].

f. 131

1948, Dec. 9

30 Bedford Square

Thanks for his letter of Dec. 4.  Sends a copy of AJ’s introduction to Cecil Gray’s Peter Warlock:  A Memoir of Philip Heseltine; looks forward to seeing AJ’s revised manuscript.

ff. 132-3

1950, Aug. 16

30 Bedford Square

Thanks for his letter of Aug. 14, revised typescript and copy of Delphic Review, the corrected MSS will be passed on to Daniel George, who sends a poem, ‘Three Shadows’ by Dante Gabriel Rossetti (f. 133) from which AJ quotes in the book.

f. 134

1960, March 11

30 Bedford Square (from G Wren Howard)

Death of Jonathan Cape; the writer has been appointed Chairman; policy, plans and staff will remain unchanged.

MIGUEL ANGEL CÁRCANO

f. 135

[?late 1940s]

The Ritz Hotel, Piccadilly, [London]

Has just arrived in London, hopes to sit for AJ and continue the interesting conversation they started before the war.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DORA CARRINGTON

ff. 136-8

1928, Nov. 23

Ham Spray House, Hungerford, Berks

Dodo said AJ would like a letter; hopes he is enjoying Boston.  DC stayed at Fryern 3 weeks ago, went ‘riding on the Downs with your ravishing daughters’ and had a tea party in the New Forest.

News of Phyllis de Janzé (Boyd) and her ‘captain with no toes ... a very dashing character ... [who] spends £100 a year on hair oil’.

Suggests AJ goes to see the primitive 19th century wall-paintings at Clark House, Boston.  Boris [Anrep] sails tomorrow for New York, agitated because he only has an introduction to Duveen.

Lytton [Strachey] is having a ‘Fine Library built upstairs.  Tomorrow [his] Queen Elizabeth comes out!’

Henry and Pansy [Lamb] visited, talked of their new house.  ‘Dodo’s little room [at Fryern] is Exquisite’:  DC must finish painting the cupboards.

Endorsed:  rough notes by AJ and an unidentified hand.

[For partial transcript, see David Garnett (ed.), Carrington:  Letters and extracts from her diaries (1970), pp 399-400].

LESLIE BELLIN-CARTER

f. 139

1960, April 2

58 Lansdowne Rd, West Worthing, Sussex

Was a contemporary of AJ at the Slade, interested in his broadcast about Wales, had visited Manorbier as a child, when his uncle lived there.  Recalls going with AJ to ‘the old Exeter Hall gymnasium’.

Outlines his career as an art teacher and examiner.  At present re-reading Hone’s Life of Henry Tonks.

Incomplete
BARBARA CARTLAND

f. 140

1961, Aug. 18

Camfield Place, Hatfield, Herts

Thanks for his sympathetic telegram about the gypsies on Colney Heath, although nothing could be done to prevent them being turned off.  Will go on fighting for them in hope of providing permanent sites.

Sends best wishes for his recovery from illness.
JOYCE CARY

f. 141

1951, Jan. 2

12 Parks Rd, Oxford

Pleased that AJ enjoyed his book, especially because he had himself spent 2 years training as an artist.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
CARLO CASANOVA

ff. 142-3

1929, Feb. 20

Toulon, on board ‘L’Amiral Sénés’

Remembers AJ’s kindness to himself and Crescioni; their meeting at Villefranche; hopes he will come to visit Toulon.

French

DAVID CECIL

f. 144

1956, Sept. 5

7 Linton Rd, Oxford

Just back, to find AJ’s letter.  Delighted that he thinks the Introduction for the drawings is all right, especially because ‘Mr Rainbird has given it a chilly reception’ and ‘wanted it altered in various impossible ways.’

DC will be coming to his new house in Cranborne next week, hopes AJ will be in the neighbourhood.

WILLIAM M. CHADBOURNE

ff. 145-6

1928, Nov. 1

165 Broadway, New York

Delighted to have his note of Oct. 15, looks forward to the dinner, asks AJ to let him know when he is to be in New York.

CHRISTIE, MANSON & WOODS
f. 147

1933, April 3

8 King St, St James’s Square, London

Wrote to inform the Donor that AJ was still working on the portrait but hoped to finish it this week, promised to take it to him next Saturday.  The Academy Exhibition is not possible, since the portrait cannot be shown until [the Donor] has seen it and given permission.  By Saturday will have the cheque for the balance.

f. 148

1933, April 10

8 King St

Has not heard from the Donor, but encloses cheque for the balance.  He says that the pose and expression are not characteristic of the sitter, so does not wish the present portrait publicly exhibited, but asks that AJ makes another.  The sitter could be got again when he returns from America, a characteristic record of him for future ages is well overdue, and AJ alone can do it.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
KENNETH CLARK

f. 149

1944, Feb. 28

National Gallery, Trafalgar Square

Delay in answering AJ’s letter about Wyndham Lewis owing to a fire at KC’s house.  After a number of letters from WL, KC persuaded the War Artists Committee to give him a commission for one picture.  The money was paid despite difficulties, KC was anxious not only to secure a painting but to allow WL to return to England.  No picture received, and from AJ’s letter WL seems ‘no nearer to coming back’; ‘it is very doubtful if I can think up another pretext for sending him more money’.

LOUIS CLARKE

ff. 150-1

1951, Nov. 31

Leckhampton House, Cambridge

Hears that AJ is to do a portrait drawing of the Master of Peterhouse, suggests he stays with LC as College is rather cold.  AJ could then do a drawing of LC.  AJ’s drawing of Eddington is still in Trinity College.

During the war LC arranged an exhibition of drawings of Cambridge men, AJ’s drawings of Eddington and LC, and Henry Lamb’s of his father, stood out.

The Fitzwilliam Museum got Epstein to do LC’s bust this spring, he has always liked Epstein.

ff. 152-3

1952, June 13

Leckhampton House

Sorry AJ was not well enough to come and stay, hopes he will be able to come after 16 July when LC returns from Scotland.

Sorry AJ never sees Euphemia [Lamb], she and LC had a misunderstanding years ago and it is many years since they met, she has descended ‘to living in a state of squalor surrounded by a lot of animals’; she used to be great fun.

News of Ned Grove, now living in Ireland.

LC was in Africa when the Innes exhibition was on, had lent some things.  Glad to hear of the Brangwyn exhibition at the Royal Academy this autumn, has not seen [Frank Brangwyn] for about 2 years.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 154

1952, Dec. 23

Leckhampton House

Thanks for his letter, off tomorrow till Jan. 3, hopes AJ will be able to come after that.  Flies to Kenya on 28 Jan. for 3 weeks.  Enjoyed the Burlington House show last week, also saw at the British Museum Campbell Dodgson’s prints and drawings, and some fine Japanese prints.

Hopes Mavis can drive AJ down.

CYRIL CLEMENS

ff. 155-6

1952, Dec. 20

Mark Twain Society, Webster Groves, Missouri

Thanks for his letter of 25 Oct.  Encloses certificate (f. 156) of membership, and a brief account of the Hopi Indians, and of Meyer Schapiro’s talk.  Wonders what AJ thinks of Eisenhower’s election.  Asks if AJ is related to Goscombe John.

f. 157

1954, Oct. 6

841 North Kirkwood Rd, Kirkwood 22, Missouri

Just been reading Hesketh Pearson’s That Man Whistler, asks AJ’s opinion of Whistler’s method.  Sends a cutting.

f. 158

1961, May 16

Kirkwood

Wonders if the book came out, the check for $3 was cashed, sends another $1.  (Includes a facsimile of President J.F. Kennedy’s tribute to Mark Twain)

HARRY CLIFTON

ff. 159-62

[1930], Oct. [recte Nov.]

2, St Giles’s House, Dorset, via Salisbury

Sad to find AJ had flown, wonders if he made a good job of Joyce and Paris.  Staying here for the weekend; relations between men and women truer in a new world like Renvyle than at home.

Saw Romilly at Salisbury.  Recommends three young women for their beauty and musical talents.

When AJ wants the £800 HC provided for Kildalton he should send the enclosed slip (ff. 161-2).  Eager to have AJ’s ‘darling portrait’.  His address will be Poste Restante, Saigon.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 163

[1932], Dec. 16-28

Hotel St Francis, San Francisco

Will send a copy of the first edition of Dielma when he gets back, hopes one day ‘to keep and love your portrait’.

Transcript of [an apparently unpublished] poem, ‘to Helen’ by HC.

f. 164

1946, Oct. 9

Kildalton Castle, Kildalton, Isle of Islay

Thanks for his letter.  News of Lady Elizabeth White.  Continual rain ‘and really the islanders are too near and candid on the peccadilloes of their neighbours’.

Looks forward to the drawing AJ has consented to make.  Would like to introduce him to ?M.  Weiss ‘who brought the jewels from Russia’.

CHARLES B. COCHRAN

f. 165

1935, Oct. 25

49 Old Bond St, London

Confirms their understanding about the Barrie play, for which AJ is to design the scenery and costumes.

BESSIE S. COHEN

ff. 166-7

1907, March 16

Frognal Hill, 1 Lower Terrace, Frognal, [London]

Heart-rending to hear of Ida[‘s death].  Still has some of her letters.  Asks for a likeness of her, offers to help with the sons.

HORACE DE VERE COLE

ff. 168-70

[?1920s]

17 Trafalgar Square, Chelsea

Suggests an evening together, hopes AJ enjoyed his dinner with HSH Prince Maximilian Z. Lobkowicz, HVC is going to stay with him in Bohemia, he has a fine collection of old masters.  Asks for AJ’s consolation, sends transcript of a poem (f. 169v-70).  News of Joe Hone.

Damaged:  f. 168 stained and rubbed.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 171

1927, July 11

18 Carlyle Square, Chelsea

Covenant signed by HVC and AJ to drink no rum, whisky, gin or vodka.

f. 172

1928, Aug. 19

28 Mallord St, Chelsea

Agreement that AJ will buy from HVC the two pictures ‘Girl and Fig-tree’ and ‘Arenig-fach under snow’ for £150 and that HVC will pay AJ his debt of £27.15.0 at Christmas next.

Lord CONWAY OF ALINGTON

f. 173

1935, May 5

Imperial War Museum, South Kensington

AJ’s portrait of him had a great success at the private view and dinner yesterday, he was ‘as proud as a peacock with two tails’.

JOAN COONS

ff. 174-5

1949, Jan. 20

c/o Davis, 12 Portman St, London

Sends greetings from her friend Mitchell Kennerley, would like to meet him.

ARTHUR STOCKDALE COPE

f. 176

1929, July 3

Langton House, 31, Palace Gate, London

Congratulates AJ on his election as a full member of the Royal Academy, asks him to serve for this year as a steward for the Artists General Benevolent Institution, of which ASC is Secretary.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ETTORE COSOMATI

f. 177

1929, May 12

39a Belsize Ave, London

Sends a copy of Dedalo including AJ’s article.  Only returned to London from Italy a fortnight ago, would like to see AJ when he returns from the country.  Enjoyed AJ’s show at Tooth’s, wrote about it for the May 15 issue of Arti Plastiche (Milan).

COVENTRY & WARWICKSHIRE SOCIETY OF ARTISTS

f. 178

1930, March 12

10 Radcliffe Rd, Earlsdon, Coventry

Invites AJ to lend a picture for their annual exhibition, to be held at the Corn Exchange, May 3-17.  Efforts towards establishing a City Art Gallery.

GORDON CRAIG

f. 179

1912, March 14

226 rue de Rivoli, Paris

Hears that AJ has sent ‘the Committee of my school the best of assistance.  If only the Lords would ... behave like artists ... that school ... would happen at once’.

The Mark [?Theatre] enters its 5th year in July.  Was in England for 3 weeks after the Moscow Hamlet, glad to get away ‘to better things’, now ‘creating an actor of sorts’.

H. H. EDMUND CRASTER

f. 180

1943, Oct. 5

All Souls College, Oxford

Sorry to have excused himself from coming tomorrow, but has a cold.  Next week has to ‘show a couple of queens round Bodley’.  Suggests a new appointment on Oct. 13.

f. 181

1952, May 12

All Souls College

Had informed Bodley’s Librarian of AJ’s proposal, regarding HHEC’s portrait, but the former had not had an opportunity for talking it over with his Curators.  They now wish to accept his offer, but would prefer a portrait no larger than the present one, so as to leave room for future Librarians’ portraits.  Invites AJ to spend a day in Oxford; otherwise will send a photograph of the present picture and a booklet with the earliest Librarians’ portraits.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
GERALDINE E. CRAVEN (née DE BURGH)

ff. 182-3

1959, March 2

47a Russell Terrace, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire

Reminiscences of AJ as a schoolboy at Tenby.  Personal and family news.  Read in the T[enby] O[bserver] of AJ [being made a freeman] and congratulates him.

ROBERT CROSS

f. 184

1959, Nov. 24

Collins, 14 St James’s Place, London

Peter Quennell would like to include a sketch or photograph of Lady Ottoline Morrell in his forthcoming literary autobiography, The Sign of the Fish.

f. 185

1959, Dec. 17

14 St James’s Place

Thanks for the photograph of AJ’s unfinished portrait of Lady Ottoline Morrell; a new print will be made and used in the book, a copy of which will be sent to him.

THOMAS Y. CROWELL Co

f. 186

1959, Oct. 27

432 Fourth Ave, New York

Asks permission to reprint AJ’s article, ‘Dylan Thomas and Company’, from the Sunday Times, 28 Sept. 1958, in John Malcolm Brinnin’s Casebook on Dylan Thomas.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ALEISTER CROWLEY

f. 187

1925, Feb. 16

Sidi Ben Said, Tunis

Got on very well with d’Erlanger, who knows quite a lot about ‘Magick’, he comes back from the Desert in a week or so.

His Confessions have got held up, volume 1 has not gone to the printer yet.  Hopes AJ’s ‘operations in America are the real cause of the £ going to par’.

f. 188

1947, Jan. 7

Netherwood, The Ridge, Hastings

Delight at AJ’s letter of Dec. 30; because AC is ‘full of life and joy’ he is ‘an outcast in literary circles’.  Possibility of AJ making a drawing or two of AC, or perhaps an oil.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
FRANK CROWNINSHIELD

ff. 189-90

[?1923]

Knickerbocker Club, 807, 5th Ave, [New York]

Returned from a trip to find AJ’s letter about his discovery.  Looks forward to the drawings and to seeing AJ.  Has lately bought two works by AJ.

H. F. CUMBO

f. 191

1961, Jan. 11

16 Quarry Rise, Cheam, Surrey

Bought at Sotheby’s sale of 14 Dec. a drawing attributed to AJ, a caricature of Sir Cyril Butler, asks for confirmation that it is genuine.

f. 192

1961, Jan. 29

16 Quarry Rise

Thanks for his help, has written to Mr Peter Wilson and will let AJ know ‘the conclusion of this rather unpleasant experience’.

Lady EMERALD CUNARD

f. 193

[?late 1920s]

7 Gorsvenor Square

Kind of AJ to let her take [the sketch of] the gypsy girl.  Hopes he will paint EC soon, and ‘think of the Damnation of Faust.  Six scenes’.

NANCY CUNARD

f. 194

[c.1934], Jan. 11

Puits Carré, Chapelle-Réanville, Eure, France

The book is almost ready for printing, asks for a caption for the photograph of the portrait of a mulatto he sent.  Asks him to sign ‘this Scottsboro protest’.

Has been in the country working, but will be in London, with the manuscript of the book, in a month or so.

22779E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 195

[1954], March 15

34 Bedford Place, London

Would have written sooner, but has been in the country finishing the proofs of Grand Man [:Memories of Norman Douglas].  The Manchester Guardian printed the letter, which has done immense good; gratitude of Miss Tankard of the Liverpool Museums, ‘who has been battling on behalf of these Museums ever since their destruction’.  Will send a copy of the Manchester Guardian.  The Times is not going to print the letter.  Mrs Braddock’s letter of support to NC.

NC will go to his show at once, hopes to see him in London.

22780E

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
ADRIAN ?DAINTREY

ff. 1-2

[?early 1920s], Aug. 2

35 Maple St, [London]

Hopes he did not miss AJ this afternoon.  Perhaps he could manage a day next week.

Lt Col ?DAVIES

f. 3

1944, May

TAC Headquarters, 21 Army Group, No 1 APDC, London

Thanks for his letter of 7th May.  Encloses the letters by Bernard Shaw AJ showed him, apologies for not returning them sooner.

Father MARTIN CYRIL D’ARCY

f. 4

1929, April 27

114 Mount St, Grosvenor Sq, [London]

Enjoyed AJ’s Bond Street exhibition, the family portraits reminded him of an afternoon spent with them a year and a half ago.  Preferred the first portrait of Henry.

f. 5

1935, June 28

114 Mount St

Sympathy at the death of Henry John.  They had been ‘such friends’ when he was young, at Whitsuntide he seemed to be ‘beginning to recover that spontaneous and happy character ... which he himself had seemed at one time to choke’.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 6

1941, Sept. 10

Campion Hall, Oxford

Thanks for his letter and telegram, they should love to have him on Friday, hopes he can bring the picture as MCD goes to America the weekend after, for a few months.

JOHN DAVENPORT

f. 7

1956, March 26

4 Rossetti House, Flood Street, [London]

Thanks for his letter.  Pleased that AJ thought Karen Blixen was an invention, ‘that was precisely the effect I was striving for’.  Comments on Old Calabria.

Has asked about the ?Kabaka photographs, but in the Observer art department they are ‘a dilatory, muddled lot’.  Marjorie sends love.

f. 8

1961, Oct. 2

Duxford Grange, Cambridge

Good to hear from him.  Account of JD’s visit to Gerald and Gamel [Brenan] last year, had not been to Andalusia since 1934 and ‘found Seville horribly changed’.  Gerald’s book [South from Granada (1957)] is beautifully written but ‘utterly bewildering’, relieved he did not have to review it.

Diccon Hughes’s new novel, The Fox in the Attic is a masterpiece.  Goes to London on Friday, staying with Goronwy Rees, who is giving a party for the Hugheses, it would be good to see AJ there.

PETER DAWSON

f. 9

1961, May 31

59 Great Eastern Buildings, Quaker St, London

Abuse of AJ and ‘the Communistic "Committee of 100"‘.

VERA F. P. DAY

f. 10

1961, Aug. 20

18 Wear Bay Crescent, Folkestone

Asks AJ as President of the Gypsy Lore Society for a brief note to send round the Society of Friends Quarterly Meetings on behalf of the gipsies.  Quakers insufficiently aware of intolerance towards gipsies, since Quakerism is an urban movement.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
FABIAN DE CASTRO

ff. 11-12

[c.1909-10]

Introduces his friend Juan, who is in London; Juan invites AJ to come with him to Paris, failing that to dine with him on Sunday, at the Langham.

French and Spanish
ff. 13-14

[c.1909-10]

111 rue Mouffetard, Paris

Glad to receive his card.  Staying with [Royall] Tyler and ‘el niño Guillon’.  Personal news, asks after the children, especially ‘Don Romile’.  Tyler and his Râni send greetings.

Spanish
F. ROY DENNISON

f. 15

[?1929], Dec. 4

Students’ Union, London School of Economics and Political Science, Houghton St, Aldwych, London

On behalf of LSE Labour Party asks AJ to give a talk on art next term.

LEONORE DERVILLE

ff. 16-17

[1920s], Feb. 7

80 Inverness Terrace, [London]

Met AJ’s son at Cambridge, he told her that he had shown AJ a few of her son’s pictures, asks for advice on a possible career in art.

MARGARET DOBSON

f. 18

1930, March 2

23 Kildare Gardens, London

Asks permission to reproduce AJ’s ‘Galway’ (detail) and ‘Smiling Woman’ in a volume on art which she is preparing [Art Appreciation (1932)].

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
‘DONALD’

f. 19

[1942, Christmas]

Christmas and New Year greetings.  Has been away from England for over a year.  Personal news.  Has the photograph of the drawing of himself.

Lady MAUD DOURO

ff. 20-1

1933

Strathfield Saye House, Mortimer, Berks

Nice of AJ to come to tea next Tuesday.  Could not bear anyone but AJ to do ‘the Dream Picture’.  Sends the book:  ‘I wish it hadn’t been written quite so soppily’.

ff. 22-3

1934, March 15

Strathfield Saye House

Wonders how ‘that wonderful picture of the Vision’ is getting on, he is the only one who could paint it.

ff. 24-5

[?1934]

Strathfieldsaye [sic] House

Kind of him to write, and to have ‘given a thought of the Vision’ when ill.  Asks how much the picture will cost.  Hopes to be in London towards the end of the month, would love to see him.

f. 26

[?1935], Dec. 25

Strathfield Saye House

Delighted to get his letter saying that he was working in his new studio and soon would have something to show her.

MARY DOWDALL

f. 27

(1910, Oct. 9)

28 Alexandra Drive,Liverpool

Thanks for his letter and wire.  James Borthwick D[owdall] ‘is more or less red and takes life more calmly than the others’.  Death of her brother and a sister.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DUBLIN MUNICIPAL GALLERY OF MODERN ART

ff. 28-9

1924, June 11

17 Harcourt St, Dublin

Requests permission for Amalgamated Press, London, to reproduce AJ’s ‘Decorative Group’ from the Lane Bequest, in a periodical.

CHARLES DUFF

f. 30

1950, Oct. 26

25 Fairfax Rd, London

Pleased to hear from AJ, even if to be rapped over the knuckles for an article in Arena; had sent notes on contemporary Spanish poets to Nancy Cunard, which were edited ‘most incompetently’ and published under CD’s name, Nancy’s article was also mutilated.

Sends his translation of Alvarez del Vayo’s Memoirs.  Thanks AJ for his ‘good offices with Jonathan Cape’.

KIT DUNN

f. 31

(1930, March 3)

(St Jean-Cap-Ferrat)

Twelve bottles of whisky are reserved for him at Caramello’s.

French
ff. 32-3

[1930, Aug.-Sept.]

Vaynol, Bangor, N Wales

Hated leaving him at Galway, they loved the fortnight in Ireland.  News of Lettice and Mary, Dot and herself.  Suggests they all go to Harry Clifton’s island.  Sends love to Adrian, the Gogartys and Scotts.

Lady ‘CHRISTOFOR’ DUNN

f. 34

1956, Feb. 1

Saint Andrews, New Brunswick

Thanks for his sympathy on the death of her husband, Sir James Dunn.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
Lord EDWARD JOHN DUNSANY

ff. 36-9

1955, July 21

Dunstall Priory, Shoreham, Sevenoaks

Delighted to hear from him again.  Had already heard from Scharmel Iris and another friend of his.  His opposition to ‘the nonsense they call "modern verse"‘, and insistence on clarity and metre, sees ‘the influence of that school in every line of his that does not scan and every sentence I do not understand’.  Cannot praise ‘a poet with a few, even though very few, blemishes’.

Hopes AJ will have an exhibition soon:  ‘I never miss one’.

Endorsed:  notes in pencil by AJ, on Jung.

GEORGES DUTHUIT

f. 40

[1935]

8 Fitzroy St [London]

Sympathy on the death of Henry [John].

French
R. PALME DUTT

f. 41

1934, Sept. 1

Forest 3, Brussels

On behalf of Labour Monthly requests AJ’s support for the magazine.

DENNIS I. DUVEEN

f. 42

1944, March 17

30A Orchard Court, Portman Square, [London]

Wishes to commission AJ to paint a portrait of his fiancée, enquires as to terms.

EDWARD J. DUVEEN

ff. 43-4

1929, Dec. 17

British Artists Exhibitions, 7 Garrick St, London

Following their conversation, gives news of correspondence relating to the sale to the National Museum in Stockholm of AJ’s ‘Portrait of a Young Man’ for £400, EJD and his brother subscribing £50 to the price paid.

The exhibition was a record in terms of attendances, and well-acclaimed in the press in Sweden and [Britain].  A ‘considerable number’ of ‘smaller priced works’ were sold.  Arrangements for return of unsold and loaned works.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
‘E’

f. 45

[1935]

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge

Request that AJ design curtain for ‘Barry [sic] play’, Cochrane will explain later, letter follows.

Transcript of telephone message
TOMMY EARP

ff. 46-7

[?1930s]

at 33 rue de Tournon, Paris

New Year greetings; a bad journey; decided not to go on to St Jean-de-Luz, but considering Toulon.  Wonders if AJ will still be at Martigues.  Impressions of Paris, news of Dobbie and Mary, the Princess [?Murat], Tony [Gandarillas], Count Karolyi ‘more Phillips-Oppenheimy than ever’.

f. 48

1938, April 25

32 Fitzroy St, [London]

Admires AJ’s resignation from the [Royal] Academy, which ‘in its present state, has a negative significance in art’.  Hopes to see him ‘after this week dismally full of Burlington House and the Glasgow Exhibition’.

f. 49

1942, Nov. 9

Ockham Cottage, Thingsley, Bordon, Hants

Encloses ‘C.M.’s magnificent poem’.

ff. 50-2

1943, Sept. 2

Ockham Cottage

Would have written sooner, but had hurt his hand.  Has gone through ‘Humanity’s Challenge’, and it seems ‘altogether sound’; comments on ‘the absurd monetary system now prevailing’.  Praise of Montaigne’s Essays.

May and Dodo have arranged that TWE and May should come to stay at Fordingbridge tomorrow.  Invites AJ to lunch at the Queen’s the same day.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 53-5

1947, Jan. 20

4 High St, Alton, Hants

Kind of AJ to think of him [to review] the Daumier book, but they have not yet sent it to him.  Mutilation of TWE’s articles on art in the Telegraph, but he needs the £5 a week and hopes for more space one day.  Pictures ‘have not been very rewarding lately’; ‘of the contemporary there has been only the Gwen John show that counted’, and his notice on it ‘got cut to about ten lines’, but the show ‘left ... an ineffaceable impression of beauty and spiritual rarity’, treasures AJ’s [catalogue] introduction.  Wishes AJ would allow full publication of GJ’s letters.

Looks out for further chapters of AJ’s Autobiography, ‘the freshest and most competent prose of our time’, only Osbert [Sitwell]’s first volume approached it.  Personal news.

ff. 56-7

[?1947]

Fair copy by TWE of six poems by him.

ff. 58-61

1947, Sept. 16

4 High St

Should have written earlier; his depression following his mother’s death, the editorial practice of the Telegraph in relation to art criticism, whilst ‘writing compressed paragraphs’ for the paper makes it hard to produce anything sustained, the travel ban and heat-wave, feeling cut-off, and fear at the prospect of ‘drastic dental repairs’.  Apologises for his ‘wearisome story’.

Hesitates whether to take a flat in London; ‘travellers’ here for the hop-picking, witnessed a horse-deal between ‘two families of Egypt’.

His troubles have slowed up his short biography of Cézanne, and he finds ‘the old gentleman ... getting duller every year’.  Wonders whether AJ will be in town this autumn, would like to see him and Dodo there or at Fryern.

Incomplete
ff. 62-4

1948, June 6

4 High St

Thanks AJ and Dodo for a ‘delightful week’ at Fordingbridge, hopes to return soon, would be at AJ’s disposal for sittings.  Left the Fourier pamphlets in the drawing-room writing desk, has just been reading an essay on him; returns Trelawney [Dayrell Reed]’s notes on the Dorchester sculpture.  Comments on Santayana’s new instalment of autobiography.

Hopes he did right in telling Sir H. Morgan that AJ would be willing to draw Lord and Lady Camrose, but was busy at present.  Camrose has gone on a brief trip to America.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 65-7

1955, Oct. 16

Crossways, Selborne, Hants

His gaffe in ‘spreading myself about being better’ when AJ was ‘a victim of the malignant forces of illness and accident’.

AJ mentioned ‘with affection and respect in Sean O’Casey’s last volume of autobiography’.  Comments on the book.  Hopes AJ’s lunch with Cape ‘betides a second volume’.  Had news of the Maurons from Eddie Playfair, they are still separated but friendly.  Publication of Paul Léautaud’s journal; Proust show in London, including Whistler’s Carlyle, and some ‘most impudent Boldonis’.  Personal news.

ff. 68-9

1956, Sept. 9

Crossways

Personal news, asks of news of AJ and his work.  Comments on the ‘bleakness’ that ‘abstraction and social realism’ have brought to the galleries.  Hopes to arrange a visit.

GEORG EHRLICH

f. 70

1947, Oct. 3

22 Palace Gardens Terrace, London

Thanks AJ for supporting his application for British nationality, got the naturalisation yesterday.  Sends him another copy of The Young King and Other Stories.  Has a big show of his sculptures and drawings in New York in 1948, and must do some portrait busts in the USA.

MARGARET ELDRIDGE

ff. 71-2

1929, Nov. 14

Market Place, Fordingbridge, Salisbury

Asks him to speak to the Literary and Debating Society of the South Wilts Secondary School for Girls at Salisbury.

QUEEN ELIZABETH

ff. 73-4

1942, Oct. 16

Buckingham Palace, London

Touched by his writing to wish her a quick recovery, enjoyed the seclusion and quiet.  Offers to sit for her portrait, in a hat.  Has preserved the dress from earlier sittings.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 75-6

1948, Dec. 2

Buckingham Palace

Thanks for his letter on the king’s illness.  Asks if she could bring her daughter Margaret to the studio to sit for a drawing.

ff. 77-8

1961, July 19

Clarence House

Has just hung the portrait of herself, painted at the beginning of the war, it looks lovely in her drawing room.  Enjoyed the sittings at Buckingham Palace.

CLOUGH WILLIAMS-ELLIS

f. 79

1957, June 6

The Hotel, Portmeirion, Penrhyndeudraeth, Merionethshire

‘Magnificent news’ that AJ is coming to Portmeirion again after nearly a quarter of a century; it has ‘proliferated studios’ from which he can choose.  Notice needed for accommodation for him and John Cowper Powys.

Bertrand Russell lives just over the hill at Plas Penrhyn, Mi[n]ffordd, ‘Lady R drives him around’; his 85th birthday party last week.

OLIVER ELTON

f. 80

1927, Feb. 2

293 Woodstock Rd, Oxford

Now ‘planted here’, meantime the portrait has been in the Club, wonders if it is needed for any other show, before he sends for it.  Charles Bonnier’s comments on the portrait, his death on Dec. 31.  Sends OE’s [obituary] of CB.

JACOB EPSTEIN

f. 81

1929, June 11

18 Hyde Park Gate, [London]

Will undertake the [Thomas] Hardy memorial, and go with AJ to see the statue of William Barnes at Dorchester.  Would make a ‘sketch model as preliminary’, would require about £3000 or £4000.  If AJ is in London, they could meet and talk it over, since AJ knew Hardy personally.

JESSIE EVANS

ff. 82-3

1930, March 24

Recommends a bass singer, Mr Edgar Pierce, who, ‘being only a Welshman ... is not appreciated’.  At present JE is trying ‘to get some of the best Welsh singers known’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
AUGUSTA STEWART EVERETT

ff. 84-5

1935, June 25

Portobello Rd, Notting Hill Gate, London

Advises AJ to send for ‘Mr Littlejohn of Exeter, the greatest Psychic we have’, to help discover [the missing Henry John].

Prince ALI FARMANFARMAIAN

ff. 86-7

1956, July 11

University College, Oxford

Thanks for his letter, is getting married on Tuesday and leaving the country on Wednesday.  Suggests coming to AJ’s house on Saturday, July 14.

BETTY FARQUHAR

f. 88

1945, Nov. 25

The Cottage, Gaddesby, Leicestershire

Thanks for his letter, hopes his [Tite Street] studio will soon be finished.  Suggests they meet on Wednesday 12th or Thursday 13th.

H. B. FAULKNER

f. 89

1929, Jan. 30

City of Salisbury School of Art, New St, Salisbury

His attempts, as headmaster, to stimulate interest in the Artist, has now arranged an exhibition of Modern Prints and Drawings of the Contemporary Arts Society at the Art Gallery of the Public Library and asks AJ to open it, on March 18th or 19th.

J. ?FEITH

ff. 90-1

1929, Aug. 16

Prague

Requests details of any collection of reproductions of AJ’s work, as he is writing a book in Czech about 19th century art.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
BRIAN VESEY-FITZGERALD

f. 92

1951, Oct. 16

Murrayfield, Franham, Surrey

Thanks for his letter.  Doubts whether anything can be done ‘with our modern legislators’ [about the gypsies], but has been trying.  Liked AJ’s letter in Freedom.

f. 93

1953, April 6

Murrayfield

Hears very good news from Dr Westlake, the first time he has heard of a Council recommending lifting restrictions, it will do immense good and is all due to AJ.

Asks AJ to send a piece on gypsies for inclusion in a bi-monthly magazine, Out-of-doors and Countrygoer, run by BVF, for a fee of 1 guinea per 100 words.

EVELYN FLEMING

f. 94

[?1921], Nov. 9

Turner’s House, 118, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea

The picture [of her] is the ‘best ever done’; expects him tomorrow.

ff. 95-6

[?1930], April 8

Joyce Grove, Nettlebed, Oxon

Sent him her espadrilles; didn’t stop at Ste Emilie cemetery, as Peter arrived.  Will come up on Wednesday.  The doctor is probably a good idea, though he hasn’t made Ott[oline Morrell] well, and ‘any place apart from the world is a good idea for a bit’.  AJ would be all right if he lived sensibly.

EF is better for her travels, but complains of Lady Ross’s ‘nocturnal peregrinations’ to the lavatory next to EF’s room.  Hears that AJ is painting a friend of Paul Cravath.  Hopes the RA work is finished.

f. 97

[late 1950s]

Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London

News of A[maryllis]:  ‘she really must not breed dogs which ... is not worth it’.  Sent AJ some cig[arette]s for Easter.  A is just arriving.  Asks when AJ is coming up.

Incomplete
KATE FLEMING

f. 98

1929, Nov. 15

27 Grosvenor Square, [London]

On behalf of Princess Beatrice asks for a sketch by AJ to head a programme for a concert in aid of ex-service men.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ULRICA FORBES

f. 99

[?late 1940s-early 1950s]

Kensington Close, Wright’s Lane [London]

The drawing of the three children is the one Mr Hind of the British Museum chose, but the Museum had not enough funds to buy it as she was ‘an unknown and unrecognised artist’.

FORDINGBRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

f. 100

1929, Aug. 28

Fordingbridge

Asks AJ to judge a Beauty Competition in connection with a dance to be held at the Town Hall on Sept. 25.

f. 101

1929, Aug. 30

Fordingbridge

Delighted to be honoured with his patronage on 25 Sept.

PAUL FORT

ff. 102-3

1911

Sends receipt for his subscription for 3 years to Vers et Prose, and a copy of PF’s latest book, La Tristesse de l’Homme.

French
GERALD F. FOX

ff. 104-6

1958, Jan. 2

Bryn Glas, Elmwood, Tredegar

Greetings on AJ’s 80th birthday; saw him on television talking to Malcolm Muggeridge.

Appreciated his letter in April, and his kind thoughts on GFF’s leaving Tenby for Tredegar.  Hopes for a sequel to Chiaroscuro.  Personal news.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
H. J. FRANCIS

ff. 107-8

1952, Aug. 23

17 Stoneygate Rd, Leicester

As Treasurer of the Gypsy Lore Society, thanks AJ for his donation, which will be a great encouragement to Miss [Dora] Yates as Secretary and ‘de facto editor’.  Thanks too for AJ’s letter ‘announcing the démarche you propose to make to Mr Dowdall’.

Had a letter today from Mr John Myers, whom AJ met at the scattering of Sampson’s ashes, ‘as keen on the Society’s work as ever’.  He and HJF are corresponding on ‘No 747’.

Copy
ff. 109-10

1954, Aug. 1

17 Stoneygate Rd

Thanks for his note of commendation on No 747, and for his writing to Lord Salisbury concerning conferring a doctorate on Miss Yates, the Vice Chancellor and Pro-Vice Chancellor should also be consulted.

Copy
ff. 111-12

1954, Nov. 27

17 Stoneygate Rd

Hopes that AJ will enlist the support of Mrs Macgregor Phillips.  D. E. Y[ates] knows nothing of [the plans for her doctorate].

At the end of their financial year they have quite a number of new members - ‘largely due to Dora’s My Gypsy Days’, also extensive sales of back parts of the Journal.  Incomplete.

Copy
ff. 113-14

1954, Nov. 30

17 Stoneygate Rd

Following AJ’s query about ‘Egypt’ near Burnham Beeches, wrote to a local inhabitant, who thought it the site of the first Gypsy encampment in England; a nearby stream is called the Nile.

Copy
22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 115-19

1959, Feb. 18

17 Stoneygate Rd

Thanks for his letter of Feb. 15.  Encloses Lord Cohen’s address.  Miss Yates and Viscount [Herbert] Samuel are cousins.  From members’ knowledge can collect a fair amount of information about Miss Yates, except her pre-university days.  Has suggested to Mr Fraser that, despite the rule of asking only members to contribute to the Festschrift, they ask Viscount Samuel to write a couple of pages on her earlier life.  Will also write to Lord Cohen and the Marquis of Salisbury if AJ wishes:  encloses draft letter (ff. 118-19).

Hopes that AJ’s health will improve; suggests he employ a typist to help with correspondence.

Copy
ff. 120-1

1959, May 6

17 Stoneygate Rd

Transcript by HJF of a letter to him from Lord Cohen:  the matter of [Dora Yates’ honorary degree] will be raised on the next occasion.

Copy
f. 122

1959, July 1

Copy of a circular letter from AJ, as President, of the Gypsy Lore Society asking for donations for Dora Yates’s 80th birthday, with a note from G. B. Leach, 25 Oct., 1959, referring to his donation; [apparently sent by HJF to AJ].

Copy
ff. 123-4

1959, Sept. 28

17 Stoneygate Rd

News of the response to the appeal for Miss Yates’s 80th birthday.  Suggests that AJ transmit the cheque to her with his own and the Society’s good wishes; offers to draft a letter to subscribers, giving the result of the appeal.  Mr Huth seems to have enjoyed his recent visit to AJ.

Copy
ff. 125-6

1959, Oct. 22

17 Stoneygate Rd

His pleasure at AJ’s letter of Sept. 30, his introductory article for the Journal, his gift of the Saintes-Maries illustration, his inducing Beshlie and Jo Jones to supply others, and his keeping Sacheverell Sitwell to his word.  The Festschrift is now in galley proof.  Will soon be sending a letter to accompany the cheque for Miss Yates, and another to be sent to subscribers to the fund.  [Derek] Tipler is due to leave prison at the weekend, HJF and Miss Yates are helping to tide him over the first week or two.

Huth is ‘a grand fellow’, was ‘intended for the veterinary profession but he preferred to follow the "Raggle Taggle Gypsies O"‘; he is a cousin of Dr Sidney F. Huth of Culmstock, Cullompton.

Copy
22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 127-8

1959, Nov. 12

17 Stoneygate Rd

£236.13.7 has been donated for Miss Yates’s 80th birthday present, encloses a cheque for AJ as President to transmit to her on or before Nov. 26.

Copy
A. M. FRASER

ff. 129-31

1959, Aug. 12

16 Aubrey House, 7 Maida Avenue, London

Information from Mr Kilpatrick of Constables, about the expense of making blocks and printing in colour, for AJ’s illustrations in the next issue of the J[ournal of the] G[ypsy] L[ore] S[ociety].  If the cost is to be higher than AJ expected, suggests limiting [colour reproduction] to AJ’s portrait of Beshlie.

Copy
ff. 132-3

1959, Aug. 20

16 Aubrey House

Thanks for the return of Mr Huth’s Romani tribute to Miss Yates.  Requires the negatives of the photographs of AJ’s painting and Jo Jones’s drawing, asks his advice on their captions.

Copy
FREEDOM PRESS

f. 134

1961, Oct. 13

17a Maxwell Rd, Fulham, London

Invitation to celebrate the 75th anniversary of their foundation by Peter Kropotkin in 1886, at Fulham Town Hall next Friday, when there will be an ‘Anarchistic Ball ... a rather jazzy affair’.  Since AJ knew Kropotkin, hopes he will be there.

22780E

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ADRIAN DE FRESTON

f. 135

1959, March 9

The College of Arms, London

Death of Trelawney Dayrell Reed on 3 Feb.  AF had known him since 1920, and they had discussed his acting as TDR’s literary executor and biographer.  Has copies of most of his poems, edited with TDR’s approval, and has been working on his pedigree.  Seems wrong that he had no obituary in The Times.  Has received no reply to his letter of 9 Feb. to the executors, asking what will become of Wood Town Farm and the poems, and hopes AJ can enlighten him.  Asks for the surname of TDR’s ‘henchman Ernest’.

TDR once took AF to Fryern Court, no one was at home but the ‘earringed major domo’.  Knew many of TDR’s set:  Francis Macnamara, Rowley Smart, Roy Campbell and Lord Alington, has met AJ’s sons, and read poems with Dylan at a pub in Ringwood.  Was ‘in love for years with Irene, sometime wife to James Dunn ... never shared Trelawney’s preoccupation with the male gender or the tertium quid’.

ROGER FRY

f. 136

1931, Dec. 21

48 Bernard St, London

Asks AJ to try out an oil medium prepared by Mons. [Jacques] Maroger, apparently invented by Van Eyck and lost about the end of the 19th century.

LYDIA FULLER

ff. 137-8

1928, Dec. 10

Convent of the Sacred Heart, Noroton-on-the-Sound, Connecticut

Heard from her mother of his admittance into the RA, and that he is returning to England soon.  Wishes him ‘Bon Voyage’.

MARGARET FULLER

f. 139

1928, Dec. 5

She and her sister, Mrs Eastman, are disappointed not to meet him on Thursday afternoon, but will come on Thursday evening until Saturday and possibly Sunday.

Offers to make him a pair of tortoiseshell earflaps and a pair of blinders, for ‘when Ladies invite you to Teas’.

S. E. FURFIE

ff. 141-2

[?1920s]

Lock Lane, Partington, near Manchester

Her husband, a labourer, requires advice on an oil painting he has made of Lymm church.

22781D

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
MARIUS GALERON

f. 1

1952, May 3

St Rémy-de-Provence, Bouches-du-Rhône

Wonders if AJ received his letter of 14 Oct. in which, following AJ’s letter of 5 Sept., he had valued the remaining effects left in the mas, and deducted their value from the rent.  Asks if AJ agrees with his suggestions and will pay the balance to MG’s mother.  If there are government restrictions on sending money, suggests he sends a painting to MG, who can pay his mother.

Has kept for AJ a stretcher, canvases, a panel fixed to the bedroom wall, and some santons [plaster figures of saints].

French
DANIEL GEORGE

f. 2

1952, Feb. 22

Jonathan Cape Ltd, 30 Bedford Square, London

Discusses use of italics in Chiaroscuro.  Wonders if AJ will say anything about Hugh Walpole; Rupert Hart-Davis’s book on him is just coming out and includes AJ’s portrait of HW.  Will send a prospectus for Chiaroscuro.

f. 3

1955, Feb. 22

30 Bedford Square

Thanks for his letter and enclosure.  John Russell has not yet come to decide whether any of AJ’s recent contributions would be suitable for the Sunday Times.  A further note on T. E. Lawrence would be acceptable for the book, though not for a newspaper:  ‘the controversy [over Aldington’s biography] is now dying out’, but it has helped sell their edition of The Mint, which has been reviewed ‘with enthusiasm’ by E. M. Forster and Ronald Storrs.

Busy with the next number of Now & Then, writing most of it himself under various names, ‘Charles Fortescue’ is the latest.  A new thriller by Ian Fleming and Elizabeth Bowen’s novel, A World of Love, will soon appear.  Lady Cynthia [Asquith] is at Torquay, she has asked DG to write a ghost story for her new collection.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 4

1955, March 9

30 Bedford Square

Typescript of AJ’s pieces on the Prado and Alfonso posted to him today.

Lost his court case yesterday, so is to be expelled from the cottage where he has lived for 20 years.  News of Wyndham Lewis, who is reviewing Aldington’s book on [T.E.] Lawrence, and The Mint.  Remembers visiting AJ’s show at the Chenil Galleries, his piece about the building is ‘delightful’.

ELMER GERTZ

f. 5

1932, Jan. 28

33 North La Salle St, Chicago

Pleased to hear from his publisher that AJ was one of the first to order Frank Harris:  A Study in Black and White.  Still regrets that AJ did not permit him to use ‘those remarkable letters’ he sent to EG.  Hopes for AJ’s ‘frank opinion’ of the book.

f. 6

1933, May 4

1 La Salle St, Chicago

His joy at AJ’s praise of his book on Frank Harris.  Requests an inscribed photograph of AJ, for the wall of his office.

PHELAN GIBB

f. 7

1929, July 12

1 Cheniston Gardens Studios, Kensington

Sends his telephone number, hopes AJ will visit him.

f. 8

1930, Feb. 20

1 Cheniston Gardens Studios

Reminds AJ of his promise to visit, thinks he might be interested in some of PG’s work, particularly the pottery.  Is ‘making a desperate effort to save being "sold up"‘.

ROYAL GLASGOW INSTITUTE OF THE FINE ARTS

f. 9

1944, May 5

128 Wellington St, Glasgow

Invites AJ to send two portraits of General Sir Bernard Montgomery and one of Lawrence J. Clements, for inclusion in the Institute’s Annual Exhibition.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DOUGLAS GLASS

f. 10

1952, March 24

43 Black Lion Lane, London

Anecdote of the scattering of Butler’s ashes.  Enjoyed AJ’s book.  Wonders if the Manet described to AJ by Lieberman[n] was a bunch of asparagus; remembers seeing such a painting in Manet’s studio about 1930.  Hopes to come to Fordingbridge on Sat, April 5.  Often sees Charles Slade who lives nearby, and has ‘what must be one of your best paintings’.

OLIVER ST JOHN GOGARTY

f. 11

1918, Oct. 2

15 Ely Place, Dublin

Impressions of Horace de Vere Cole’s marriage to Denise Daly.  Typescript transcript, with MS corrections by AJ
ff. 12-13

1925, July 11

15 Ely Place

Owes AJ and Tommy Earp a letter.  Wonders if AJ has settled the problem of why did Ulysses leave Circe:  includes a poem on the subject; mentions his verses, ‘A Portrait’ in the June London Mercury.  ‘The Wyvern’ is bringing out an account of Gogarty’s experience of a dance at St Moritz.  Will ring up Mallord St next week.

ff. 14-16

1928, Jan. 6

15 Ely Place

Glad all is well with AJ, envies him the Côte d’Azur.  Comments on a forthcoming marriage; the use of cocaine; Henry’s talents; the Governess.  Encloses a ballad, ‘The Hay Hotel’ (f. 16).  Will be in Paris 25-6 [Jan.].

ff. 17-18

1930, March 31

Dublin

AJ’s letter did him good.  Has written to Judge Campbell, who is coming to stay with OSJG this summer to bring Cullinan, they both came to Renvyle last year.

Praises AJ’s portrait of Tallulah [Bankhead].  Walter Starkie’s lecturing in the USA.  Account of a visit to Beaverbrook.  Yeats’s reference to AJ as ‘a public event’ in the introduction to a volume of OSJG’s poems printed by the Cuala Press.

Has bought Kylemore House, for the salmon fishing, required for Renvyle, now rebuilt as an hotel.  Invites AJ to Renvyle as his guest.  News of Edgar Wallace and of Dermot [Gogarty].

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 19-20

[1932]

Offprint of Gogarty’s poem, ‘Leda and the Swan’, from Atlantic Monthly vol 149 (March 1932), pp 325-6; inscribed by OSJG.

ff. 21-2

1938, Nov. 29

Renvyle House Hotel, Renvyle, Connemara, Co Galway

Constable & Co are publishing his Tumbling in the Hay in March, ‘a jollier book than Sackville St’, asks to dedicate it to AJ.

Sold Ely Place, after 3 weeks here goes to start a practice in London.  ‘Dublin as an intellectual centre is no more ... it has become a mortician’s parlour’.  Will ring up AJ when he settles in London.  Family news.

f. 23

1943, Oct. 31

Hotel Chatham, NYC

Explains his cable about Richard White.  Problems with exporting hampers, but an aviator friend will take AJ a bottle of whiskey.

No sign of Caspar in New York since the early summer.  Comments on advantages of US and Connemara.  Gossip and family news.  Frank Crowingshield’s [sic] sale of mostly French paintings, together with one by AJ.

f. 24

1946, May 17

Whitehall, Rocky Ridge, Maryland

[Letter to Lennox Robinson forwarded to AJ]

Suggests inviting AJ to do a statue of W. B. Yeats, to be set up in Sandymount Green.  Comments on the Irish government.  Discusses cost of the proposed statue; comparison with Tom Kettle’s bust in Stephen’s Green; suggests possible supporters.  AJ has done some portraits of WBY and offered to do some sculptures for Renvyle some 20 years ago.

f. 25

1947, March 3

Hotel Chatham, NYC

His parcel sent to Michael Sadleir on Dec. 13 has just reached him, hopes that AJ’s, sent about that time, has arrived.  Sends 20lb of white flour for Mrs John.

Called Harry Clifton to send AJ a photograph of the portrait AJ did of OSJG.  When his influenza permits, AJ should ‘strike the marble and reveal the head of Yeats’.

Information about travel to California.  Hopes to leave by ship in April or May.  Lately met a client of AJ, Mrs Sheffield, who says AJ gave up her portrait after two attempts:  ‘I was not surprised for she looks like a map of the Dismal Swamp.  And you are not a cartographer’.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 26

1948, Aug. 25

Hotel Chatham

AJ’s letter came yesterday.  Encloses the verses for AJ’s memoirs.  Advice on possible titles.

Comments on the magazine Time, on Professor Tyrrell, who did not like Mahaffy; Evan Morgan, at Renvyle, wants the parish priest to receive his staff into the RC church.  As soon as OSJG gets paid for a book he will sail for London and Ireland.  Having reached 70, he and AJ ‘should feel superior to the weaklings who could not stand the swirl and fell off at a tangent through centrifugal force’.

f. 27

1952, June 16

45 East 61st St, New York

Thanks AJ for his ‘excellent book’ and dedication.  Explanation of the bungled deal about Auchnanure, which he had hoped AJ could have as a pied-à-terre in Ireland.  His own son had to buy the island in Tully Lake because it was on the same map as the hotel, which was sold ‘at an awful loss’ this year.

Is writing his It isn’t this time of year at all, and has finished an account of AJ singing ‘In Jury Town’ in Dalkey, when AJ came to visit Francis Macnamara.

NOEL GOLDBLATT

f. 28

[?1940s]

333 South State St, Chicago

Asks AJ to sign a sheet of commemorative stamps.

VAL GOLDSMITH

ff. 29-30

[?1929], Dec. 2

Davies Hotel, Brompton Square, [London]

Dr Freeman has already put VG down for the Savile.  Wonders whether AJ has been in with Orpen.  Compton Mackenzie and others would support VG’s candidature, but hopes AJ will second him.  First met AJ with Grace at Evan [Morgan]’s 21st birthday party at the Eiffel [Tower].

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
VICTOR GOLLANCZ

f. 31

1956, Feb. 28

National Campaign for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, 14 Henrietta St, London

Despite the Commons vote, still uncertain whether capital punishment will be abolished, so campaign continues with a meeting at the Royal Festival Hall on May 24; asks for a donation.

f. 32

1961, Oct. 19

14 Henrietta St

Requests his signature on the Memorial.

GLADYS GOODAIS

ff. 33-4

1929, Nov. 11

64 Richmond Rd, Earls Court

Since AJ was good to her father, ‘the old soldier Fred Barkingdale’ asks for financial assistance for herself and child.

A. CONGER GOODYEAR

f. 35

1929, Sept. 3

The Museum of Modern Art, New York

Paris exhausting, but he has seen some wonderful pictures.  Back in London before Sept. 15 and hopes to see him there; asks for suggestions for proposed exhibition of British paintings.

ff. 36-7

1947, Feb. 14

Old Westbury, Long Island

Found an old letter from AJ speaking of his memoirs, asks for news of them.  Hopes to be in London in March and to see him; will be flying to Germany for the Secretary of War.  Personal news.

f. 38

1950, Oct. 5

654 Madison Avenue, New York

His lunch with this year’s Carnegie Jury, including [Marcel] Gromaire and Sir Gerald Kelly, asked them to come with Saint Gaudens to CG’s house in the country but their schedule was too crowded.  Kelly’s response to AJ’s preface to CG’s catalogue of the Maillol show.  Reminds him to send a ‘properly inscribed copy’ of his autobiography, asks what became of the ‘book of drawings in which some of those I possess are included and a copy of which you were also to send me’.

Asks after AJ’s ‘charming daughters’ and the proposed marriage ‘to that young Labor Member of Parliament’.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
FREDERICK GORE

ff. 39-40

1955, Nov. 15

92 Gower St, London

As a result of the show at the Café Royal, Geoffrey Bridson of the BBC has asked if FG could help with a programme on the Café Royal, by approaching one or two of the painters who knew the Café and might help.  Bridson plans to invite a number of such painters to an informal dinner and record their conversation.  Similar parties will be arranged for writers and musical people.  Hopes AJ could take part in early Dec., alternatively be recorded separately.

Hopes AJ will see the Spencer Gore show at the Arts Council.

ALEXANDER STEWART GRAY

ff. 41-4

1929, [March 28]

Wallasea

Encloses a drawing of one of the shepherds ‘as an Easter offering’.  Personal news and reflections, news of his son.

ff. 45-6

[1929, March 31]

Personal reflections, comments on his own verse.  Has written to Mrs John about AJ’s purchase of [his property].

ff. 47-50

1929, April [24]

Wallasea, Burnham, Essex

Hears AJ is back, approves the Evening Standard’s critic’s comments on AJ; encloses (ff. 48-50) addenda to earlier letters [?ff. 41-6], including verses, ‘This Easter Monday 1929’.

ff. 51-2

1929, May [13]

Wallasea

Pleased to get AJ’s letter and cheque for £10.  Personal news.  Asks for comments on ‘The Shepherd’; news of Grace’s boy, John.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 53-9

?1931, July 17

Verse and related comments, together with photograph of a mural and copy of an inscription, all by ASG.

ff. 60-5

1931, Dec. 7

Wallasea

AJ’s proposal that his Bankers should ‘remit’ ASG regularly until he receives his Old Age Pension in June.  His financial problems, suggests AJ sends £3 monthly.  Comments on the socio-political situation.

F. H. K. GREEN

f. 66

1956, March 15

The Wellcome Trust, 24 Harley St, London

Has returned from a short visit to the United States and waits eagerly for AJ’s drawing of Sir Henry Dale; will refund the cost of mounting and framing.  Hopes that the ‘second volume of Chiaroscuro is making satisfactory progress’.

f. 67

1956, April 17

24 Harley St

Grateful for his letter of April 14, but they are still at cross purposes.  He and Sir Henry Dale are interested in the drawing done in Constable’s studio in Charlotte St.  Sir Henry could, if necessary, give another sitting on 19 April.  Gwyneth Johnston told him that AJ ‘had added a background’.  Hopes to go round to Percy St to have another look at the second drawing.

f. 68

1956, May 24

24 Harley St

Asks for news of the third drawing of Sir Henry, who will be away in America until June 23.  FHKG, having paid for the drawing, failed to get a reply at Percy St.

f. 69

1956, May 31

24 Harley St

Called at 14 Percy St and was ‘utterly delighted’ to find the third drawing of Sir Henry, mounted and framed, ‘one of the most brilliant of your chalk drawings’.  Hopes to discuss it with AJ next week.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ROSIE GRIFFITHS

ff. 70-1

1932, Sept. 25

21 Chapel Lane, Liverpool

Thanks for the silk handkerchiefs, she and her brothers wish they could see AJ, look forward to his coming to Liverpool.  Personal news.

- GUESSART

f. 72

1929, June 6

1 Boulevard Henri IV, Paris

The art critic of the Revue du Vrai at du Beau intends to include in one of their next numbers AJ’s contribution to the Royal Academy of Arts Exhibition; requests information for a biographical note to accompany the article.

French
BRYAN GUINNESS

f. 73

[?1930], April 27

10 Buckingham St, [London]

Asks AJ to paint a portrait of his wife; invites him to lunch on May 2 or 3.

ff. 74-5

[?1950s]

Biddesden House, Andover

‘Years and years since they met’, suggests that AJ and Dodo come over during the next fortnight.  They spend ‘a good deal of the year nowadays in Ireland as my father left me his house outside Dublin’.

Father B. C. GURRIN

f. 76

1941, Dec. 8

Campion Hall, Oxford

Thanks for receiving them so kindly, they brought the portrait [of Father d’Arcy] safely home, and it is being photographed today.  Reactions to the portrait so far.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
VIOLA HALL

ff. 77-8

[1930s]

74 Grosvenor St, [London]

Recalls meeting AJ at Willie and Viva King’s, last summer, asks if she might bring two friends to his studio.

f. 79

[1930s], July 10

74 Grosvenor St

Invites him for a cocktail on Monday, to see her daughter, Lalage.  Saw his picture of Sweet Williams at the Gutekunsts.

GÍSLI HALLDÓRSSON

f. 80

1949, Jan. 27

Reykjavík, Iceland

Thanks for his letter of 21 Dec.  Suggests AJ visits him in July.  Will be in England and probably France in late Feb. or early March, then leaving for the USA.  Personal news.

THOMAS HAMMERTON

f. 81

1960, Dec. 17

38A Alma Square, St John’s Wood, London

Thanks for AJ’s kindness to him and his wife when Gerald Summers brought them over a fortnight ago.  Hopes to call again after Christmas.

NINA HAMNETT

ff. 82-3

[1930, ?May]

Thackeray House, Maple St, London

Wonders if he is still in Derbyshire.  In bed with jaundice; has a show at the Prince Galitzine’s Gallery in Berkeley St the last week in June; asks him to write ‘a few kindly words’ for the preface.  Two ‘devils who owed me money for pictures ... brassed up thinking ... that I might "croak"‘.  Adrian [Daintrey] is having a show of water colours at Curtis’s place.

NH has given up drinking.  News of Violette.  Account of ‘a hell of a row’ in Paris, over somebody’s buying from Picasso’s mother in Malaga all the drawings she had of his from age 6 months to 20.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 84

1955, April 18

Ward 2, Paddington General Hospital, Harrow Rd, [London]

Met a nurse ‘related to half Tenby’, who sends NH the Tenby papers, encloses a cutting.  Has been in plaster for 3 months.  Has sold her new book, the sequel to [Laughing]Torso.  News of Faith Burton, Viva and Willie [King], Michael Shawe Taylor.

f. 85

1956, July 25

Paddington General Hospital

Delighted to see his letter in the Times this morning about ‘this awful disaster at the National Gallery’, recalls other paintings ruined.

Keeps ‘a funny diary’ and draws ‘the inmates’.  Was given no proofs of her ‘poor book’, and did not choose the drawings.

JAMES HANLEY

f. 86

[?late 1940s], Sept. 3, The Cottage, Llanfechain, Mont

Will be in London 6-20 Oct. and will contact AJ there.  He and his wife saw AJ in a shop in the King’s Road before the war, but were ‘too shy to speak’.

ALEXANDER HARDINGE

f. 87

1942, May 29

Buckingham Palace

The King proposes to confer upon AJ the Order of Merit for services to Art, in the Birthday Honours List on June 11.

HELEN HARDINGE

ff. 88-9

1942, March 24

St James’s Palace, [London]

Seeing him at a recent cocktail party, and talk of Napier [Alington]’s portrait, made her remember visiting his studio at Fryern with Napier.  Recalls pictures of one of AJ’s daughters, a group of flowers and ‘a half-finished portrait of a woman with a necklace of white beads’.  Proved to be Napier’s last view of England.  Would love to see AJ’s London studio.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
FLORENCE HARDY

ff. 90-1

1929, Feb. 8

8 Adelphi Terrace, Strand, [London]

Dismayed to read Arthur Symons’s article stating that her husband, Thomas Hardy, had said that AJ was ‘a great artist’, but ‘as a man ... impossible’, strongly refutes this.  TH said AJ’s painting of him ‘showed how he felt’.  Symons ‘forced himself upon us’ on his last visit to Max Gate.

ff. 92-3

1929, May 12

Max Gate, Dorchester

Grateful for his kind advice about the memorial.  Hopes he will attend a meeting at the Town Hall here on Wednesday 15th, along with J. M. Barrie, H. Granville-Barker, Lady Ilchester and ‘a very few local people’.

ff. 94-5

1929, June 20

Max Gate

Grateful for AJ’s trouble over her husband’s memorial.  Thanks him for coming to the meeting:  ‘I was rather angry with Mr Cockerell and Mr Hornby’.  Would like to talk with AJ before he brings Mr Epstein to look around.  Could see AJ in London on July 2, 3 or 4, or could call on him in the country.

ROBERT B. HARSHE

f. 96

[c.1931]

Regent Palace Hotel, Piccadilly Circus, [London]

As Director of the Art Institute of Chicago is making preliminary arrangements for an International Exposition to be held in Chicago in 1933, which will include about 35 rooms devoted to ‘modern masters’, hopes to include AJ’s work.  Asks him to make an appointment.

FRANK HARRIS

ff. 97-8

1910, Jan. 5

Cimbrone, Ravello, Golfo di Salerno, Italy

Thanks for his ‘most astonishing letter’, which he will put with his collection of letters from Browning, Matthew Arnold, Carlyle, Coventry Patmore, Huxley, Swinburne and Wilde.  Suggests AJ write and illustrate a novel.

Progress of his book, Oscar Wilde and his Confessions.  Asks AJ to note ‘any faults you may see in the Shakespeare’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 99-101

1910, Jan. 27

Cimbrone

Delighted to get his letter from Marseilles.  Suggests meeting him at Naples, then going on to Nice together after a fortnight or month here.  Has ‘practically done the Oscar book’, now plans to write short stories, ‘half a dozen studies to complete a book I have half done’.  Would like to show AJ his ‘The Miracle of the Stigmata’.

Will spend April and May in Nice, suggests AJ take a studio there.

JACK HASTINGS

ff. 102-3

1920, Sept. 25

RMS Lady Somers, Canadian National Steamships

On his way to Tahiti via New York, where he is meeting Cristina, suggests AJ join them at Moorea.

STEPHEN HAWEIS

f. 104

1956, June 7

Oakshott Hanger, Hawkley, Liss, Hants

A great pleasure to him, and to Group Captain Roger Field and his wife, to see AJ.  Suggests that AJ and other British artists should design British stamps.  His idea for developing young people’s interest in art.

SILVIA HAY

f. 105

[1960], May 12

21 Winchester Court, Vicarage Gate, [London]

Congratulations on [Caspar]’s promotion [to First Sea Lord].  Terrible news about Ulrica Forbes, they were at the Slade together.  News of Fred and Edith in Mallorca.  A ‘very good photograph’ of AJ on the Radio Times cover, longs to see him on television on Saturday.

ALFRED HAYWARD

f. 106

1961, March 9

The Moorings, 90 High St, Hampton-on-Thames, Middlesex

Asks for a private view card for AJ’s exhibition, doesn’t think he could ‘extract one from Tooth’.  Charles Wheeler tells him AJ is sending decorations to the RA.  AH is submitting a large landscape to the jury, is now ‘past the 86 mark’.  Delighted with the reproductions in yesterday’s Times.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
?H. HEIJE

ff. 107-8

?1908, Jan. 2

Lützowplatz 13, Berlin

Hopes he is established in his new studio, New Year greetings.  Hopes AJ will come to Berlin, and bring the original of the 3rd photograph he sent to HH.  Would like more photographs, and ones of the other drawings AJ made of him.

FIORE DE HENRIQUEZ

f. 109

1956, Feb. 4

Asks for AJ’s signature on her naturalisation papers; her gratitude to AJ.

PHILIP HESELTINE

f. 110

1930, Nov. 21

12A Tite Street, Chelsea

Asks AJ to sign a letter to be circulated to the newspapers; GBS, Harty, Landon Ronald and ‘other friends of Elgar’ have already signed.  Has not seen AJ for months, and the ‘Antelope’ is now impossible.

ZOË HICKS

ff. 111-12

1942, June 13

The Windsor Hotel, Inverness

Personal news; playing Lady Macbeth; asks for money.

DAVID HIGHAM

f. 113

1951, Nov. 15

39-40, Bedford St, Strand, London

Sends cheque for £600, being advance royalties on Chiaroscuro.

f. 114

1952, March 7

39-40 Bedford St

Pellegrini & Cudahy’s proposal to publish Chiaroscuro in America this autumn; details of royalties, impressions of Pellegrini & Cudahy, advises acceptance.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
H. V. HODSON

f. 115

1952, Jan. 4

Sunday Times, Kemsley House, London

Discussion of AJ’s ‘witty and penetrating article on Picasso’, received through Ian Fleming; would like their art critic, John Russell, to discuss the editing with AJ.

JOSEF HOLBROOKE

f. 116

1951, Sept. 25

55 Alexandra Rd, [London]

Personal news; criticism of the BBC’s music broadcasts.  His book ‘60 years in music’ is not done yet.  Misses the ‘help and kindness of H[oward] De Walden’.

f. 117

1956, Feb. 27

55 Alexandra Rd

Comments on the death of Dylan Thomas, and the article in the Daily Mail.  Glad that DT’s poetry ‘was not used by that dreadful Stravinski discord factory’; criticisms of Americans.  Asks if AJ has lost JH’s piano ballad, ‘Tan-y-grisiau’ which he dedicated to AJ and sent him years ago.

f. 118

1956, April 14

55 Alexandra Rd

Needs advice on mixing paint.  After not broadcasting any of JH’s music for 18 months, the BBC say they will play 3 works on 24 April, 2 and 7 May.

f. 119

1957, June 12

55 Alexandra Rd

Personal news.  Enjoyed ‘Milk Wood’, but ‘it’s NOT a theatre piece’.  JH ‘stopped creating in 46’.  Recalls their ‘Welsh adventures’ with Syme and Lees.  Criticism of the BBC.

VYVYAN B. HOLLAND

f. 120

1929, June 23

41 Carlyle Square, Chelsea

Information about Siamese cats.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
VINCENT HOLME

f. 121

1952, Oct. 21

Lewis College of Science and Technology, Lockport, Illinois

Attempts to enlist financial support for reprinting Scharmel Iris’s Lyrics of a Lad (1914) and for publishing a new volume.  Asks AJ to make a drawing of Iris for the frontispiece of the latter.

f. 122

1953, Jan. 9

Lewis College

Since AJ’s favourable letter, has been trying to ‘gain subsidization’ to bring Scharmel Iris [to sit for AJ] but has so far failed to raise the money.

JOSEPH HONE

f. 123

[?1930s], Oct. 23

South Hill, Killiney, co Dublin

If AJ came to Ireland, and Kilkenny, JH would come with him ‘on the track of Swift’s early life’.  The visits to Fryern a great pleasure for him and Vera.  Hopes AJ will have new neighbours at Rockbourne.

f. 124

[c.1933-4], June 8

South Hill

Will be doing the authorised Life of George Moore, asks if AJ could get in touch with Lady Cunard on his behalf.  She would not produce the letters for Ch[arles] Morgan, who was to have done the Life.  Will be over in London later in the month.  News of Francis [Macnamara].

f. 125

1945, Aug. 13

Grange House, Rathfarnham, co Dublin

Will attend to Horace [de Vere Cole]’s MSS, hopes Mavis will find a biographer.  Denise’s daughter married a French aviator.

Gogarty is in Dublin, it is said Mrs Gogarty is selling Renvyle.  Gogarty’s daughter married the director of the Irish Press, ‘de Valera’s newspaper’.  News of Francis [Macnamara].

Has been doing an anthology called ‘Animula, Vagula, Blandula’ and a ‘Diary from a Neutral Country’ called ‘Trifles of No Consequence’.  Suggests he comes to stay with the Hones at Enniskerry, co. Wicklow, this winter.  Sends regards to Dorelia and to Hugo Pitman.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 126

1945, Oct. 15

Grange House

Glad to get his letter and know he had got the Horace Cole MS safely.  Sends comments on AJ’s account of his visits to Ireland, published in Horizon, Oct. 1941.

His cousin Evie Hone has gone to London to see Boris Anrep about some mosaics for a cathedral at Mullingar.  Francis [Macnamara] ‘very bad again’.  Hopes to see AJ in England next summer.

f. 127

1948, Sept. 23

Kildare Street Club, Dublin

Encloses the Casati sonnet, had no need to apply to Ussher, with whom he is collaborating on a book about philosophy.  Encloses a couple of Francis [Macnamara]’s letters, to be sent back to JH.  AJ may use these and the letters referring to the Life of Moore.  News of David.  Somewhere he has a photograph of AJ and Horace in France.

f. 128

[?1948]

Ballyorney House, Enniskerry, co Wicklow

Recommends J. E. Blanche, La Pêche aux Souvenirs.  From Paris he got a yearbook about Joyce, including a picture of AJ with him.

Incomplete
f. 129

1948, Oct. 17

Ballyorney House

Sends transcript of a sonnet, ‘To a portrait suggesting a star’, from Wessex Review, Christmas 1922.

ff. 130-1

1950, Dec. 22

Ballyorney House

New Year greetings.  Was in England last June, staying with Mary Palairet, Horace’s half sister, whom AJ once painted; then with Hugo [Pitman]; AJ and Dorelia were in France.  Hopes to see them in Ireland in 1951 when Hugo has settled in his Tipperary farm.  Reference in a book about Montparnasse to AJ, Maud Gonne, and a painter called the ‘Admiral’ frequenting a ‘creamery’ in 1903-6.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
HOTSPUR Ltd

f. 132

1942, March 21

Streatham Lodge, Sheen Rd, Richmond

Offers oak furniture for sale.

‘HOWARD’

f. 133

1950, Aug. 18

Thanet House, 74 Egmont Rd, Sutton, Surrey

Would like to hear from AJ.  Personal news.

FRANCIS HOWARD

f. 134

1941, Sept. 9

10 Limeway Terrace, Dorking, Surrey

If AJ becomes a member of the Authors’ Society they will vet the agreement without further charge.  Asks him to send the Horizon with AJ’s second ‘fragment’.

VERA STANLEY HUNT

f. 135

1947, Feb. 14

40A Eaton Terrace, Belgravia, London

Asks to interview him about the future of art.

MARY HUNTER

f. 136

[?late 1920s]

2 Gloucester Square, [London]

As Sir Frank is ill, asks him to come instead on Friday 22nd, when Cecil Baring (Revelstoke) is dining.

F. G. HUTH

f. 137

1959, July 22

Hazel Green, New Road, Wootton Bassett, nr Swindon

Ithel Lee’s grandson, Clifford, is staying with FGH and would like to meet AJ, suggests bringing him by car one evening.

English and Romani
22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
H. MONTGOMERY HYDE, MP

f. 138

1955, Oct. 31

House of Commons

AJ’s letter in the Times prompted him to put down a question to the Home Secretary, but doubts whether he will get an oral reply.  Would be glad of any ‘ammunition’ AJ can give to support his charge of the ‘public drive’ against gypsies.

Last met at the Oscar Wilde lunch last year, suggests they meet again.  Glad to see they are both on the committee of the Capital Punishment Campaign, wonders if AJ will be at the meeting at Central Hall on the 10th.

f. 139

1955, Nov. 17

House of Commons

Thanks for the literature on the gypsies, ‘just what I want’; already has the ‘John Bull’ article.  Invites him to lunch at the Garrick Club.  The Capital Punishment meeting was most encouraging, sorry to have missed him there.

f. 140

1957, March 28

House of Commons

Thanks AJ for writing and sending the Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society containing his contribution.  Sends the relevant extract from Hansard.  Will try to raise the matter with the new Home Secretary, ‘who takes a much more intelligent interest in the work of his department than his predecessor’.  Suggests meeting.

f. 141

1957, May 17

House of Commons

Thanks for his letter with particulars of the hotel, doubts if they can go to Spain this year as he goes to Poland for Whitsun and America in the summer.

As AJ suggested, has written to Miss Yeats [sic] in Liverpool and she has sent material he can use when raising the question of the gypsies.

If AJ comes to London, would like to repay his hospitality.

J. D. INNES

f. 142

[?1910]

59 Great Ormond St, [London]

Had a ‘furious letter’ from the Austrian [Frida Strindberg] saying JDI was only a friend of AJ in order to borrow money from him; although he has borrowed money he hopes to repay it soon, asks AJ to reassure him that he did not give [Mme Strindberg] this idea.

22781D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 143-5

1913, Aug. 4

Cross House, Tavistock

Glad to get his letter, wishes he was in Wales:  ‘since I left it I find myself to be very much of a Welshman and would like to be back’.  Sleeps in the garden, improving ‘steadily enough’.  Praises Packe’s works.

Does a little work, but ‘in want of the help of Lilly Ireland for the things I am most interested in at present’, asks AJ to tell her that any time suits him.  Macnamara is here and they are going sailing.  Heard a great deal about Johnny Granger from ‘our old cook Bettsy’, he had left JDI a note to say he had done well in Plymouth and was off to Bristol.

Astounded at the Lees marriage, felt ‘rather jealous of him’; Ian Strang ‘in great form’ as best man.  Sends love to Lilly and remembrances to Holbrook and Sime.

ff. 146-8

1913, Aug. 19

Cross House

Supposes AJ will have left Wales for Dorset.  The doctor is encouraging, ‘but I get in a devill [sic] of a temper at my own inability to do all I want’.  Has seen 5 doctors and ‘they all tell me to do different things’, his two glasses of sherry daily ‘have been taken from me by the doctor here’.  Asks for news of the Lees.

SCHARMEL IRIS

f. 149

1955, July 26

207 Elsley Rd, Battersea

Thanks for his friendly note and enclosed letters from Lord Dunsan[y].  SI’s ‘London Poems’ are now ‘up for consideration’ with Methuen, Bodley Head rejected them.  Mrs John telephoned AJ’s permission to reproduce the drawings.  Will sit for AJ again ‘unless whisked away by the American ambassador’.

Postscript:  The embassy phoned, he has to leave on the Queen Mary next Thursday, hopes to see AJ in Spain next Jan.

ff. 150-1

[1955]

Autograph copies of two poems by Scharmel Iris, ‘The High Trade Lady’ and ‘Russell Square’.

f. 152

1958, Jan. 23

c/o M. Holme, Lewis College, Lockport, Ill., USA

Had hoped Mr Marshall Field would help SI get to Spain so that AJ could paint his portrait, but MF died.  Sheila Cudahy read one of SI’s manuscripts, but returned it for financial reasons.  His ‘London Poems’ are with Sir Herbert Read again, sent on to him by Dame Edith Sitwell, three of the poems appeared in Poetry (Chicago).  Jonathan Cape asked him to prepare an autobiography, and he has written 200 pages.  Saw a cutting from the Times announcing the publication of AJ’s drawings, would be grateful for a copy.

22782D

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
ALICE JAMES

f. 1

1928, Dec. 7,

95 Irving St, Cambridge, [USA]

Congratulations [on his election to the Royal Academy].  Her husband [William James] is on Cape Cod painting until early next week.  Suggests AJ comes for tea before leaving Boston.

f. 2

1936, Aug. 23

The Goring Hotel, Belgravia, London SW1

She and her husband enjoyed seeing AJ ‘that winter in Boston’.  Their son is now studying at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts School with Alexander Jacouleff.  Hopes to see AJ while they are here, and to meet his wife:  ‘Reine Pitman has always spoken warmly of her’; Mrs Cazalet gave them his address.

LUCY JAMES

f. 3

1951, Oct. 21

20 Lincoln Rd, Upper Parkstone, Dorset

Met ‘an old friend’ of AJ, Mr Sutton, now living in Bournemouth; she spent some of her happiest days at the Old Manor House at Newtown, hopes AJ remembers her and can send her money; would like a copy of his book; he once painted her picture.

WILLIAM JAMES

f. 4

1938, May 14

The Goring Hotel, Belgravia, London

Enjoyed seeing AJ again, and his work at the Tooth Gallery; the honesty of AJ’s work, ‘the qualities of poetry and imagination in that "Galway" canvas’.

f. 5

1957, June 24

Stone Wall, Chocorua, New Hampshire

Thanks AJ for his sympathy in the loss of Alice.

DARSIE JAPP

f. 6

1959, Nov. 10

57 Oakley Gardens, [London]

Thanks for his letter and ‘kind and generous enclosure’.  Saw AJ’s wife with Vivien at Waterloo yesterday, but had to hurry off to look after Henry [Lamb], who seemed ‘rather more mobile’.  Invites AJ to lunch.

MARIA JARVIS

f. 7

1942, July 21

Westbourne, 2 Highfield Way, Potters Bar, Herts

Wishes to help a friend dispose of a large gold-leaf picture frame, hopes AJ might be interested.

DAVID JOHN

f. 8

[?1942], Aug. 12

100A Abbey Rd, [London]

Thanks for his note, sorry they were out when AJ called.  Thanks for letting DJ know about L[eon] G[oossens], who has already been kind to him.

Had a ‘happy three weeks’ at Ursula’s cottage in Surrey, and saw Romilly several times.  Will be playing in ‘The National Programme’ on Wed Aug. 19.  News of Anna and Dorrie; wonders when Caspar will be home; has not seen Robin:  ‘Edwin reports that he (Robin) spends his time gazing intently at a pot of marmalade’.

ff. 9-10

1955, April 9

105 Camden Rd, [London]

Thanks for his letter.  Simon’s determination to go to Spain.  DJ has lately ‘taken to scrubbing floors for gain, but find it also benefits my health.  Perhaps lavatory attending is not all that remote a prospect’, AJ’s prophecy of that.

News of Anna and Natalie; has seen nothing of his brothers for months, but heard rumours that Robin had been seen with a blonde at a pub in the Fulham Road.  DJ is trying to ‘fix [Edwin] up with a new wife.  I gather he spends most of his evenings in Meudon with an old lady of 65’.

Hopes AJ is recovered from his operation, Caspar commented ‘Hasn’t [the doctor] done enough damage already?’.  News of Simon and Fenella, who ‘seems fairly intelligent for a John’.  Will be in Bournemouth in mid June, and will come over.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 11

[1960], May 16

76 Finborough Rd, [London]

AJ’s TV interview very successful.  News of Simon, and of Fenella, ‘much improved since being at Dartington’, hopes AJ is ‘not being ruined over it’.  News of Ursula and Ethel [Nettleship].  Has written to ‘Sir Caspar:  what success!’

f. 12

1960, Aug. 17

26 Finborough Rd

Simon and Fenella at Ferndown; news of Aunt Ethel and Ursula [Nettleship].  Suzannah is getting married, DJ is ‘in no hurry to find a substitute’.

ff. 13-14

1961, June 27

104a Cheyne Walk, [London]

Would like to call on AJ again one Sunday.  Went twice to ‘the Gwens’ [exhibition of work by Gwen John at the Matthiesen gallery].  Sometimes sees Vivien, Mary, ‘but never Caspar now’, though he summoned DJ to a prizegiving ceremony at Dane Court on Hugh and Michaela [Pooley]’s retirement.  Simon writes happily from Ferndown and Fenella from Dartington, ‘devoted to the flute’; DJ does not forget AJ’s generosity.  News of Anna, Natalie and Dorothy.  Edwin came over, DJ found him improved, though ‘he has developed a characteristic viewpoint, bleak, negative, uncompromising, but has trouble in explaining himself’.

Enjoys postal work.  News of Ursula [Nettleship].

Incomplete
f. 15

[1961, Sept.] 18

Percy St, [London]

Tried several times to communicate with AJ, in the end went alone to Trafalgar Square where he was arrested; now freed after a day’s imprisonment and the poorer by £5.3.0.  Today saw ‘a press photograph [of AJ] with vulgar comments below’.

f. 16

[1961], Sept. 22

104a Cheyne Walk

Thanks for his letter, has now returned to normal after being ‘carted off by the Law, shut up with numerous others, arraigned before the Beak, and fined for obstruction’.  Met ‘several excellent people’, including a young man sent to prison for two months.  Went round to Percy St but was told AJ had left.  Encloses a contribution to Fenella’s school expenses.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 17

[1961], Oct. 18

104a Cheyne Walk

His attempts to contact the young man who was sent to prison.  Heard that B[ertrand] R[ussell] had written a good letter in the Manchester Guardian.  Simon is ‘under fire ... at Ferndown’ because of her CND sympathies.

Account of a party at John White’s, Sonya’s farewell before leaving for the States.  News of Fenella and Anna.  Hopes AJ received the £10 sent when AJ’s letter containing £5 crossed with his.

EDWIN JOHN

ff. 18-19

1935, May 1

Churriana, Malaga, Spain

Suggests AJ comes out for a few weeks.  EJ will stay for a week in the next village.  ‘English people are rather too much in evidence about here’.  Sir Herbert Baker is also here ‘complete with wife and some woman and a stack of English servants’, disappointed that AJ was not here.  The interior decoration of Baker’s house is appalling:  EJ ‘was nearly sick on the carpet’.

EJ wants to see Seville, Córdoba and Granada before leaving the country, will have to go back to England in another month to ‘make some cash’.  Vivien’s mail, including letters from AJ, grows daily.

ff. 20-1

1951, Dec. 24

8 rue Babie, Meudon

Thanks for his letter, it is encouraging that they were expecting EJ for Christmas.  AJ’s project for a book on Gwen:  EJ has already sounded out Denis Cohen, who was not encouraging; the letters are in John Rothenstein’s safe at the Tate Gallery, and accessible to AJ if he desires, but ‘the package does not include all the correspondence indiscriminately’.  EJ and Matthiesen’s have a set of photographs, will try to get his own set sent to AJ from Mousehole.  Their ‘past efforts at unprejudiced cooperation have given us cause more for the receipt of hefty brickbats than for violent rejoicing’.

Comes to England shortly, would like to come to [Fryern] Court.  Had a notion to get Sara from Cornwall for a short visit, but cannot afford the expense at present.  Distressed by the coolness in AJ’s relations with Hugh since his last visit.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 22

1954, March 30

8 rue Babie

Waited in the Wheatsheaf on Saturday as arranged, but AJ did not appear.  David, Simon and Fenella turned up between times; called at Percy St without result, sorry not to have seen AJ.

Saw AJ’s exhibition, ‘in great discomfort owing to its great popular success’, angry at the ‘seeming casual selection’ of the later examples of AJ’s work, but as to the main part, ‘one rubs one’s eyes in front of those drawings and compositions’.  Had hoped AJ would include his latest decorative panels.

f. 23

1955, Nov. 15

8 rue Babie

AJ’s icebreaking note; agrees that last summer’s visit turned out unfortunately; the problem of arrangements concerning Sara; EJ’s ‘parental prerogative of access’ to her for a month in the summer, has been governed by the possibility of providing a roof for her and EJ, in addition to that at Meudon, in this instance, Fryern Court.  Conflict between AJ’s desire that EJ leave Fryern and Sara’s contentment there.  Glad AJ likes Sara and sorry the portrait remained uncompleted, would like to bring her again, before AJ and Dodo leave for Spain.

Ben writes from Norway that he will have leave from 13 Dec. to 6 Jan. 1956.  Hopes AJ’s leg has been ‘repaired to your satisfaction’.  Leaves Meudon about Feb. or March for his new habitat in the rue Vaugirard.

f. 24

1956, May 9

91 rue de Vaugirard, Paris

Thanks for his letter and AJ’s trouble ‘in the matter of my social status’.  With regard to EJ’s ‘inexplicable action’, vis-à-vis John Rothenstein, AJ is ‘not completely blameless’.  EJ’s reply to Rothenstein’s application for access to Gwen [John]’s papers was not an ‘immediate and unqualified assent’, but subject to AJ’s sanction, and EJ forwarded JR’s letter for AJ’s consideration.  AJ gave his sanction, subject to the ‘weeding out of all the most private letters’ and EJ conformed to this ‘before delivering the papers to Rothenstein’.

Concerning AJ’s meeting with Denis Cohen, sorry there seems to be a misunderstanding about the sort of book AJ now envisages.  ‘Publication of the letters is, of course, unthinkable, but from Cohen’s point of view ..[...].. they are ... of the greatest importance for biographical purposes’.  Cohen suggested copying the Gwen papers ‘in the interests of their safety and preservation from damage’, imagines AJ would not agree to this.

f. 25

1961, May 23

91 rue de Vaugirard

AJ has completely misunderstood EJ’s letter, dispute about the discovery of cat drawings [by Gwen John?] and three other children.
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EDWIN WILLIAM JOHN

ff. 26-7

1937, March 31

5 Lexden Terrace, Tenby, S. Wales

Glad to receive his letter, difficult to imagine the scenery and climate of Jamaica.  Hopes AJ can secure a comfortable passage home ‘notwithstanding the crowd of Coronation bound travellers’.  Will write to Gwen and Winifred to tell them he has heard from AJ.

Read of the RA selection, and that AJ is to have an exhibition at the Wildenstein Galleries in July.

f. 28

1937, June 28

5 Lexden Terrace

Has not heard from AJ since his letter on his arrival back from Jamaica, asks him to send a postcard.  Learns from Winifred that [her daughter] Muriel is married, Winifred had written to AJ at Kingston.

GWEN JOHN

ff. 29-30

[c.1910]

6 rue de l’Ouest, [Paris]

Touched by his ‘gentle solicitude’, agrees it would be wise ‘to shake off this funeste fatigue’.  Asks him to send some Sanatogen.  Comments on Un Désespéré by Léon Bloy.  Sends love to Dorelia.

f. 31

1924, Sept. 1

29 rue Terre-Neuve, Medon

Asks AJ to write to tell Charles McEvoy to send her trunk, she will pay the carriage.  It contains a dressing case, a writing desk, paint box and one or two paintings.  Wonders if AJ is back from America.

f. 32

1924, Sept. 8

29 rue Terre-Neuve

Looks forward to the 15th, hopes he will find the studio over here all right.  Delighted she will have her ‘box of treasures’, had put off writing because of lack of money and because Charles McEvoy ‘found it a great trouble to send a portmanteau of the things to the rue St-Placide.  He has furniture too that he was keeping for me till my return from Rome’, including a little chest of drawers bought from Mrs Everett, and ‘some ancient chairs’ which would be very useful now.

Misses John Quinn, became fond of him and Jeanne Foster when they were over last autumn.  Sends love to Dorelia.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 33

[1925], March 4

Meudon

Thanks for the ‘Greek head’ received this morning, surprised he is in Berlin.  She is still trying to do the third Quinn picture.  Mrs Foster telegraphed and wrote that she wanted to take Quinn’s place, if allowed to be her agent, she would send GJ dollars so that she can go on painting, but GJ would rather follow AJ’s advice and send her paintings to England.

f. 34

[1925], Dec. 23

Meudon

Thanks for the earrings:  ‘My ears are pierced but I thought the time for earrings was over for me’.  Will come over ‘to the caravan’ soon, but is now doing ‘some little drawings that interest me’, will write beforehand to know the way to Alderney Manor.  Sends Christmas greetings.

HENRY JOHN

ff. 35-6

[1924, April-June]

Fr M. is ‘herding’ 30 people to Hungary ‘to consolidate Catholic inter- & super-national influence’.  A Jesuit, D’Arcy, will accompany them to Venice.  Did not like [Roy] Campbell very much.  Personal and philosophical reflections.  AJ’s stay in America and invitation to Ireland.

f. 37

[1926, ?March]

67, Via San Niccolo da Tolentino, [Rome]

Has a fortnight’s holiday and suggests AJ comes to Rome to ‘cheer up D’Arcy and paint the Pope (green) and the town (red)’; appalled that AJ is bored.  Personal news, discusses his latest reading.  McShane and Jim Barnes send greetings to AJ.

f. 38

[1926, May]

67 Via San Niccolo da Tolentino

Needs to know AJ’s place and date of birth for his own passport application, as he is going to the Spanish Pyrenees for 3 weeks, then on to Grenoble, to work ‘under the wings of the Dean of Bal[l]iol’, then to Ischia.  Then returns to Rome for another year, before coming back to England to ‘have a shot at being a Jesuit’.  Had a talk with Evan Morgan:  ‘There seems to be a great deal wrong with him’.  Wishes he could see AJ’s exhibition [at the New Chenil Gallery].  Asks AJ to lend books.
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f. 39

[1926, May-June]

67 Via San Niccolo da Tolentino

Sends him a ‘tip’ for his money-box, and £1 to return ‘those enormous silly old books’ he sent to AJ.  Envies David his oboe and country dancing.  Comments on Spinoza; his latest reading.

f. 40

[1926, June]

Beda

Had a letter from [Fr] Martindale asking if AJ would do a painting of S Aloysius Gonzaga, to celebrate the 200th anniversary of his canonisation, and that of Stanislaus Kostka, asks him to write direct to Fr M. at Campion Hall, Oxford.

f. 41

[1926, June]

67 Via San Niccolo da Tolentino

Received Lewis’s Work, comments on it, sends some books.  Comments on Evan Morgan, Jim Barnes.  Leaves on 7th July for Barcelona then Haute Savoie.

f. 42

[1926, July]

Chalet des Melezes, St Gervais-les-Bains, Haute Savoie

Sends a book, Natural Theology.  Wonders when AJ will be at Martigues.  Martindale has no time to send AJ ‘stuff on St A[loysius]’ but HJ will do so when his luggage comes.

ff. 43-4

[1926, July]

Chalet des Melezes

Will send AJ a penis-ring but needs his measurements.  Miscellaneous reflections.  Is due in Ischia with Tom Burns on the 18th.  Hopes that HJ not being able to pose for St A[loysius] ‘will not prevent the picture’; books he has lent to AJ; his current reading.

f. 45

[?1927]

[London]

Personal reflections.  Suggests meeting on Sunday or Monday, AJ might join him at the theatre, where he will be seeing St Joan.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 46-9

[1927]

2 Ringwood Terrace; ‘after Friday, 40 St Leonard’s Terrace, Chelsea’

His stay at Fryern; asks to have books sent on, would like ‘a study of [A]loysius’.  Comments on his ‘perfect sisters’ and the danger of Poppet growing into a ‘great flirt’.  His current reading; personal reflections.  Feels he goes to Manresa with AJ’s blessing.

ff. 50-4

[c.1932]

Campion [Hall, Oxford]

Often longs to see AJ and the others ‘for a respectable time’.  He and Vyvyen [sic] have lost touch a little.  Disagreements with Aldous Huxley.  Wonders whether he should ‘stick in the J[esuit]s or no’.  Thanks for the books.

IDA JOHN

ff. 55-6

[?1899], Oct. 6 (‘Sept. 27th’ deleted)

58 Wigmore St, [London]

Having tea after an afternoon of painting leaves on the picture ‘Mary Mary’.  Gwen Salmond sat for her this morning.  Father is painting, Ethel has gone.

ff. 57-8

[?1904, spring]

[Matching Green]

Reflections on their situation; visit by a gypsy man, will send the books; seeing [Wyndham] Lewis ‘a refreshment in the desert ... I love him as a brother’.  Glad that the [Chelsea Art] School is ‘filling up’.  Baby cut his forehead on the coal scuttle.

ff. 59-60

[1904, late July]

Received the poem; heard from Alice [Rothenstein] whose father is ill, and from Gwen that ‘Dorelia wrote "I have given in, and am going back with Gus soon".  The little monster ever to hold out’.  Domestic news, news of Caspar and Maggie.

ff. 61-2

[?1904, autumn]

Sends designs for costumes for herself and Dorelia.  ‘The beautiful ones are Dorelia’s’.  ‘What lies!!’ in Dorelia’s hand.

ff. 63-4

[1904, autumn]

[Wyndham] Lewis called yesterday; domestic news; news of ‘Pag’ [David], a visit by Minger’s drunken Aunt Jemima.  ‘Dorelia the First is a jewel of great price’.  Warns him of the ‘débris in the hall as we’ve had a gas explosion’, and to bring ‘a dictionary [,] an atlas and a tooth pick’.
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ff. 65-6

[1905, late summer]

[?Matching Green]

‘Peace with Dorelia would never bring stagnation’, now thinks it would be ‘a good thing ... for us to live apart, anyway for a time’.  ‘By rights Dorelia is the wife and I the mistress ...  Arranged thus there would be no distress’.  IJ will have to sit again to make money.  It has been ‘a straining of the materials’ for IJ and AJ to live together, ‘it is nature for you and her’.  Has written ‘two mad verses in the new sketchbook’ and they have learnt quite a lot of Romani.

ff. 67-8

[1905, late summer]

[?Matching Green]

Glad to have his letter, ‘Dodo says we can’t trouble about "turns"‘.  Can ‘imagine old Samp[son]’s face in the dark when you left him’.  Alice Rothenstein has ‘at last shut up’; she is ‘against Paris’, but IJ does not allow her to influence her:  ‘We must go’.

Not sure whether she and ‘Ardor’ [Dorelia] love one another:  ‘we seem to be bound together by sterner bonds than those of love’.  AJ will be happy alone.  She will be glad to see him again.  Details of hotel tariffs; sale of items of furniture.

ff. 69-70

[1905, autumn]

[Matching Green]

Minger’s young man is ‘playing her false’.  Will need two cabs tomorrow, further instructions.

ff. 71-2

[late 1905 - early 1906]

[Paris]

Thanks for his letter.  She and Dodo were visited by the doctor, ‘grumbling at the Daily Mail and occasionally leaking Positivism’.  News of ‘the acrobats’, Caspar’s jigs; Clara’s visit home.

f. 73

[early 1906]

[Paris]

Sorry not to have written, ‘but I felt so disinclined and Dorelia told you how we were’.  Dined with Gwen.  The doctor came two nights running, he wants ‘to net us into Positivism [,] old wretch’.  The children have colds, Dorelia is ‘decidedly enceinte - it is depressing’.
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ff. 74-6

[1906, Jan.]

[Paris]

The concierge of AJ’s studio showed them his rez-de-chaussée, which has a garden, gives details; other places they have seen were not available or not suitable.  Asks if they should take the rez-de-chaussée.

ff. 77-80

[1906, Jan. 31]

[Paris]

There are ‘millions of studios’ to let, but ‘no suitable living place’ and nothing so good as the R[ez] de C[haussée].

Winnie pleased to have some money; Gwen came and another night they visited her, but ‘her cat was horrid and flew at me every few minutes ...  She has given us 3 pictures - very nice’.

Borrows English books from the library.  Caspar and David know the alphabet now and ‘also turn somersaults’.  Mother is not well and wants Ida and the kids to go to the South of France for 3 weeks, expenses paid:  ‘I cannot refuse can I?’ Ursula [Nettleship] is going too; will leave Edwin with Clara and D[orelia], should be back before they have to move.

Glad he sent the ‘adorable’ caravan picture.  ‘Are you really feeling dromish?  How glorious’, she and Dorelia are ready to go off.

Mrs Calderon wrote about the Baggs, American mother and daughter:  ‘we’d better keep out of that lot altogether’.  ‘The Hawieses have been bothering Gwen to bring them here’.  The two men who came when AJ was here want to see him.  Suggests he visit her mother and take Ursula [Nettleship] ‘a bunch of flowers and my love’ tomorrow, which is her birthday.  IJ ‘would love a book about the empress of China ... or above all a biography’.

ff. 81-3


[1906, ?Oct.-Nov.]

[Paris]

It will be delightful to see Winnie.  Gwen came last night, Dorelia is to make her a black velvet coat like the old one.  ‘Sorry for D.’, her hands will be full with the kitten, and the baby ‘all skin and bone’, if it goes on after trying different food they think of taking him to the hospital, ‘Old Cree is no use’.

The ‘2 kids’ go to the École Maternel[le] ‘and loathe and detest it’, especially David:  ‘There are about 300 all under 6, and they do nothing but shriek little ditties with their earless voices, and march about in double file’.  Cree ‘sat and adored Pyramus as usual.  Pyramus gets more Wordsworthian every day’.

Dreams of AJ and ‘the Schep’ [Alix Schepeler].  Glad that [Wyndham] Lewis ‘is back in your heart’ and coming to Paris.  Parmy has gone to Egypt, Miss Lloyd ‘drooped in’, Râni ‘wrote a ten pager’.  News of Davises, and account of Ida’s visit, with D[avid] and C[aspar], to Madeleine Cantecor.  Mme [Cantecor] ‘put me up to several economies in the ménage’.  IJ has arranged to cash cheques at the Crédit Lyonnais.  ‘We had £255 in [the London bank] about 10 days ago.  You do make a lot’.  Has sent her rent to [Mrs Nettleship] to invest.

Félice [the maid] ‘does alright, only she yawns all day’.  The landlord ‘wouldn’t take the congé for Xmas because it wasn’t given Oct. 1st’, but will try to let it.

Found that Edwin could be registered at the consulate, up to 7 years old.  ‘Old Cree ought to have known that and saved me heaps of trouble’.  Requires AJ’s birth certificate and their marriage lines.

Suggests he uses [Henry] Lamb as a model.  ‘Hidden in this letter is love - Isn’t it ridiculous’.

ff. 84-5

[1906, early Nov.]

[Paris]

Sends all the photos she can find, ‘you must have the scrapbook in London’.  A man came about the studio, hopes he will pay the ½ term.  They are thinking of getting a logement for Dodo, so that AJ’s things can be stored in part of it.

Encloses ‘a comedy from Winnie’.  Told Mother David could go for 2 weeks at Christmas, perhaps AJ or Winnie could bring him back, Ethel [Nettleship] is to fetch him.  He now goes to a school round the corner and is learning to read and write.  ‘Capper does not go to school at all’.

Miss Lloyd brought Mme Bréal last evening.  IJ is still ‘cutting down expenses ...  If I live long in France I shall become a real terror for the pence’.  Dorelia’s baby begins to thrive at last.

It would be ‘rather nice to have a Lamb on the doormat - What will Mrs Lamb do [?]’  Asks for news of the New English [Art Club].  Wonders if he has found out about the cheque for Muspratt’s portrait.  Dodo has made a black velvet coat for Gwen, ‘the very image of the original’.  Asks for his number at Flood St, ‘it makes me feel pale green whenever I have to write R[ossetti] S[tudios]’.

ff. 86-7

[1906], Nov. 10

Rue Dareau 77, [Paris]

Asks him to send keys to the studio, it is let from 14 Nov.  Have found ‘a goodish logement for D’ in ‘a lovely disreputable looking building’.  Shall have to send him the quittance de loyer to sign ‘as a woman can’t sign for a large sum, so the proprietor says’.

Would like to see Orpen’s baby.  ‘Oh for a girl’.  Can AJ ‘really want to see [the kids] again?  You know they worry you to death’.  David seems happy in his school.

Dodo and IJ’s ‘amusing interview’ with the landlord of her logement and his wife.  ‘I did my best to reassure them that she was très sage and her man ... was "solvent"‘.  [Dorelia] is going to model again.

Félice and Clara are ‘brouillée[s].  M Cantecor prophesied it’.  Wonders if AJ took Lamb on; asks him to tell Winnie IJ has a bed for her.
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ff. 88-9

[1906, mid Nov.]

[Paris]

Hopes his ‘colly wobs’ are gone, advises against overloading the stomach.  Death of Dr Cree, ‘of hemorrhage [sic] or apoplexy’, but according to Gwen John he had taken ‘a great deal of chloral’ and had ‘made some bad blunders in his profession a few weeks before he died’.

Dorelia is at Rue du Château 48, Clara has gone round with bottles of stout and AJ’s letter.  Lewis came for ‘two wonderfully pleasant evenings’.  Edwin and Robin are ‘souffrant des dents’ and David ‘des nerfs’:  ‘il va beaucoup souffrir dans la vie’.  Mother asks that the next baby be named Henry.  Edwin is ‘not officially named yet’.  IJ has begun [Balzac’s] Splendeurs et Misères [des Courtisanes].

ff. 90-1

[1906, late Nov.-Dec.]

[Paris]

Encloses [a letter] from David.  Clara ‘is enceinte and will have to leave end of Jan.  It is so disappointing’.  Félice is going to be a dressmaker.  Clara is cheerful but ‘would rather not have it, and says had she been in Paris when she found out she would have gone and had it destroyed’.

Dodo has ‘only once been to déjeuner since she left ...  She poses in the afternoons and has a woman to mind the kids.  Gwen gave her 100 francs for the black velvet coat she made’.  Romilly is getting on.

News of the Râni and Mrs Reilly.  Ethel came last evening.  News of David and Caspar.  She would come back to London if AJ wanted, ‘only we get on so much better apart ...  It’s so easy to love at a distance’.

ff. 92-3


[1907, Jan.]

[Paris]

Glad to hear David looked alright.  ‘Dodo says you’ve begun the portrait of [Alick] Schep[eler] again - wretch’.  Dodo has just been, washed herself for the first time in 3 days, and gone to sit at ‘Trinity Lodge’.  For her last pose she didn’t have to wash:  ‘it was such a comfort’.  She is looking forward to Jessie’s company.  AJ’s recent visit to Wigmore St.  IJ and Ethel ‘did nothing but alternately scratch out each other’s eyes and "die of laughing"‘.  Miss Lloyd comes to play chess.  Wonders if [Wyndham] Lewis is back.

Encloses ‘a delicate letter from Capper’.  Robin’s language is awful, he ‘says "veux tu" in a threatening way to the baby’.

Asks after Mrs Orpen and baby.
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f. 94

[1907, mid-late Jan.]

[Paris]

Has bought a table, asks for instructions for curtains.  [Wyndham] Lewis came yesterday and ‘talked German to Aurélie’.  David wonders when AJ is going to fetch him.  Advice for feeding David on the journey.  Had a ‘funny letter’ from Winnie.  Clara leaves next Wednesday.  Sends greetings to Mr & Mrs Lamb.

f. 95

[1907, late Jan.]

Wonders where AJ is, ‘Lamb’s postcard had a different address to which I sent a letter yesterday’.  Is going to Dodo’s today to practice.  Gwen Salmond sent her some money to buy IJ 30 roses for her birthday.

IJ has engaged a nurse, ‘fairly handsome - 22 years old’, feels well ‘and Susannah is pushing about in a fearfully strong masculine way’.

[Wyndham] Lewis hopes the Lambs will come over.  Domestic details.  Advises AJ not to get up until he is well, then to try a Turkish bath.  Sends greetings to the Lambs.

ROBIN JOHN

f. 96

[?1911-12]

Account of a squabble between Edwin, David and Robin; rough sketches.

ff. 97-9

[1925], May 1

45 Weymouth St, [London]

AJ seems to be ‘staying away longer than expected’.  RJ is still ‘on Architecture’, but is considering ‘more immediate means of earning money’, including films.

Is seeing a great deal of [Adrian] Daintrey, who lets RJ do some drawing and painting in his studio in Thackeray House.  AD is ‘blossoming forth as a host, collecting in his studio such odd types as Nina Hamnett, Portheim, Hamilton, Earp, "Gadabout" etc.’

Praises the Moscow Art Theatre, now playing in London.  Has met a Russian writer, [George] Popoff, now living in London, who has written a book about the Cheka, the ‘Bolshevist secret police service’, and his experiences of it.

Freddy Mayor rang RJ to ask him to show some of AJ’s pictures to a German, who wished to acquire a portrait by AJ, so RJ rang Dodo and took some of the unsold portraits from the studio to Mayor’s gallery.  The German backed out and the pictures were returned to the studio.  Mayor could sell off some of AJ’s pictures ‘probably better than D. Warren’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 100-1

1929, Aug. 10

15 West Halkin St, London

Came back a few days ago from Normandy, sent a Pont-L’Évêque cheese and country bread down to AJ.  Had quite a pleasant week at the Maze’s, they have taken a house near Honfleur for the summer.  [Paul] Maze goes out painting every day with one of the daughters, the rest bathe.  Impressions of Deauville.  At the casino saw Chile [Alvaro Guevara] and Meraud, ‘tangoing together at the thé dansant ... Chile did not seem particularly anxious to be sociable’.

Now settling down to translation work for Putnam’s, which will be ‘a good thing from every point of view’.

Has just received from Cambridge the receipts for the bills, grateful to AJ [for paying them].  Hopes to see him in London.

f. 102

1929, Oct. 14

15 West Halkin St

Is now making an English version of Popoff’s L’Invasion Muscovite, describing ‘the Bolshevik occupation of Riga in 1919’.  It should have ‘a certain success’ in England, ‘perhaps not as much as The Cheka’.  Hopes to finish the translation and find a publisher before Christmas.  Does not consider his work here sufficient and feels that he should be going on with his architectural studies, after going ‘through one year’ he still has great enthusiasm for architecture and design.  Could join the second year of the AA school in London, the apprentice system is now ‘completely out of favour’.  But does not wish to be a perpetual burden on AJ, it would be possible to combine studies with his present work.  Asks for AJ’s reaction.

f. 103

1930, March 6

15 West Halkin St

Hopes AJ is recovering.  The specialist has pronounced the final result of RJ’s operation ‘entirely satisfactory’, thanks AJ for enabling him to have it done.  Sends a short story.

f. 104

1957, Aug. 30

c/o Vivien

Thanks for the money, which Vivien gave him.  Cooks, who had employed him in Barcelona, finally agreed to provide his return journey, arrived with ‘a couple of pounds’ in his pocket and without Vivien’s hospitality he would have been ‘in for a very rough time’.

Will now look for another job, may try teaching English to foreigners.

Hears that AJ has ‘started on Mrs Moller’, hopes she will not do any ‘vanishing tricks’.  Symonds is mostly in the country now, will try to look him up when he comes to London.  Wonders ‘if there would be anything for me in connection with the Mollers’, since he has worked in a shipping office.
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ROMILLY JOHN

f. 105

1929, Nov. 19

The Other Barge, Atlanta Wharf, Upper Mall, Hammersmith, [London]

Sorry there should be an estrangement between them, asks to be forgiven, ‘for anything unjust spoken in the heat of the moment’.  ‘We naturally did everything in our power to be independent of Mallord St’, although they had no other permanent address for letters, ‘but we were unmistakably made to feel that we were not wanted’.  Hopes they may be friends again.

ff. 106-7

[1932], Oct. 5

No 1 Whitenose, Owermoigne, Dorchester

Pleased to get his letter.  Would be ‘the last to assert that my book [The Seventh Child] is perfect’.  Not responsible for the epithet ‘uproarious family’, glad AJ approved of Robin’s ‘contribution to the subject’.  Wonders if Robin is becoming a regular journalist.

Nice of AJ to offer him an allowance again.  ‘Until we are more firmly established an extra £50 would be very welcome’.  They are thinking of spending a few days in Town with Rupert:  ‘nice as Whitenose is we begin to feel the need of a little more society ...  It’s true there are various Powyses in the neighbourhood, ... all very friendly, but TF the one we like most we see the least of’.  A slight resemblance between T. F. Powys and Tommy Earp.

Llewellyn is ‘a very queer bird, amiable ... but impossible to talk to’, apt to launch into long diatribes against immortality ‘in a highly ornate language that gets so involved grammatically that after about ten minutes he gives it up in despair having forgotten to insert the principal verb’.

Gerald and Gamel have gone to Spain.  RJ [and Katherine, his wife] have decided not to come to Town ‘until the thriller [Death by Request] is finished.’

f. 108

[?1936]

Dormstone Cottage, Charing, Kent

Glad AJ enjoyed ‘old Heiser’ [?autobiography of Dr V. G. Heiser].  Wishes AJ had finished his ‘devastation’ of Eric Gill,’ there seems to be a strain of feeble-mindedness in all that he produces, both in the literary and visual spheres’.

Has just ‘got my foot in’ with the Fortnightly [Review] and about to ‘hammer at the editorial door of Life and Letters’, so it’s ‘O.K. ... about the allowance’, has felt ‘rather a lout, having to be subsidised’.  Sorry to hear AJ has been ‘passing through a depression’.
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SIMON ?JOHN

f. 109

[?1940s]

31 Gower St, [London]

Sends Mr Tommy Earp’s poem, thanks AJ for his hospitality.

Endorsed:  note to AJ from Zoë Hicks:  Passed through London today on her way home, will be back about 16th, and will go to Fordingbridge if convenient for Dodo.

THORNTON JOHN

f. 110

1948, Jan. 1

Langley Prairie, box 88, [Canada]

Thanks for his letter and account of his trip to Wales:  ‘Tenby must look rather desolate without the fishing smacks’, comments on the fishing industry.  Food scarcity now over [in Canada], hopes it soon will be for them too.  Would like to visit the Haven and St Brides Bay, but this gets ‘more improbable every day’.

Glad to hear a headstone may be got for Father’s grave this year, thanks to AJ’s efforts.  Suggests an epitaph:  ‘With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation’.

Got a nice letter from Dorelia just before Christmas.  Hopes AJ’s one man show will be successful next spring.  News of Louise, had a letter from Winifred.

f. 111

1948, March 3

Langley Prairie, B[ritish] C[olumbia]

Glad to get AJ’s letter and know he liked TJ’s suggestion for the inscription on the headstone.

Hopes AJ will be able to get Slebech [Hall], remembers the moors above Precilly [sic].  ‘You are right about solitude being a good thing.  I didn’t always think so’.

Disappointment with ‘the post war scene’.  The pound is expected to go down to 40% of its present worth this year, which would mean hardship for him; had proposed to go to live in Wales but his wife ‘wasn’t having any’.

Thanks for sending the Geographical Magazine.

ff. 112-13

1948, Dec. 13

Langley Prairie

AJ and Dorelia should be getting a parcel like the one they were pleased with last winter.  Food generally plentiful, although prices are high.

Anecdote about a local child; TJ’s success at gardening; climbed a 4000 foot mountain in Sept., but his wife is confined to the house.  Still gets the Geographical Magazine, sends it on to Winifred.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 114

1951, June 3

Langley Prairie

Thanks for the letter, received two weeks ago.  His wife is still weak, after a long illness, she is 80 years old.  Would like to be in the mountains.  Personal reflections.

ff. 115-16

1959, Feb. 3

Brookmere, Canada

Has just returned from a 3 week visit to Louise, and found AJ’s letter, glad to hear AJ is recovering from his accident.  Interested in what AJ told him about Henry Moore, ‘especially that he lives mostly on air’.  Recollections and impressions of their father; the importance of ‘a good appearance’, Aunt Clara’s comments on him:  ‘Edwin ... was tolerable before he went to Cheltenham, impossible after’.  Ned’s term in prison; EWJ and the church; rift with Aunt Clara; grandfather’s death.  ‘If our mother had lived it would have been different ... he was faced with the obstacle of our existence, the obstacle to remarriage, to the church and almost any ambition’.

Anecdotes of Louise’s daughters.

ff. 117-18

1959, Feb. 10

Brookmere, BC

Discusses their father’s ‘cult of appearances’ in the light of a quotation from Plato’s Republic.  Explains that Louise, who was 9 years old when TJ married, was never formally adopted, but her children call him grandpa.  Louise helped him greatly in his wife’s long illness and saved his life in a pneumonia epidemic.

Wishes AJ success in his project.  Louise is keeping for TJ the book of drawings and autobiography he had from AJ.

ff. 119-20

1959, June 25

Brookmere

Got his letter today, hopes he is recovered from his fall.  His own back trouble improved after taking calcium pills.

The quotation from Plato’s Republic ‘fitted my idea of Papa’s character too closely to leave a doubt in my mind ... the bubble of a life-time of respectability burst without a trace.  There seemed no answer to it but ridicule’.

The freedom of the Town and Borough of Tenby means ‘simply civic amour propre, something good to drink, a few little speeches and jokes, a write-up in the papers’.  AJ will have to get a new suit.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
WINIFRED JOHN

ff. 121-4

1906, Jan. 8

63 Superior Street, Victoria, BC

Delighted to have his letter and present of bank notes, will buy mostly clothes and music.  Will go to Vancouver to hear Kubelik when he comes.  Glad to hear news of the babies, has not heard from Ida for nearly a year, would like to hear about Edwin.

Went to Montana in July, Thornton is working a claim with a partner, ‘he has been very unlucky in his partners’.  WJ did not care for the place, ‘there were too many rattlesnakes and all sorts of wild animals’.  Went on to San Francisco, ‘it is such a beastly place, I lost 5lbs in weight in 3 days’.  Impressions of California.  Fears she will be writing ‘one of those diaries Aunt Rose used to send to us ... and which we hated to read so much’.  Aunt Rose is in Los Angeles now, invited WJ to stay, but then wrote to advise her not to come.  Aunt Rose is coming to BC in the summer and wants WJ to camp out on the Rockies with her, WJ fears if it is the shooting season [Aunt Rose] may get shot for a ferrit [sic]!’

Will make Ida a shawl like the one she made Gwen, a red one.

Would love to see reports of AJ’s pictures.  Aunt Clara and Margaret went to the New English [Art Club] and told WJ of the beautiful picture of Ida and Robin.

Unsure how long she will stay here, homesick for her horses.  Is sure ‘[John] Sampson’s legs couldn’t get any fatter without exploding’; she would play the violin to him now because she has ‘such strong nerves’.

f. 125

1956, March 3

[California]

Asks AJ to reconsider his plan to write Gwen’s biography.  ‘There is no one in the world who would be more averse to having their private life made public.  Gwen would wish to be forgotten’.  WJ knew her better than anyone else.  Thornton feels the same way:  ‘Please be truly great and have mercy’.

Had thought of a trip to England this summer but Betty is expecting a baby in Aug., WJ’s fourth grandchild.

GWYN JONES

f. 126

1950, Oct. 24

Hillside, Bryn-y-Môr Road, Aberystwyth

Asks for AJ’s signature in support of a plan to secure a Civil List award for the novelist, Jack Jones; GJ and Wyn Griffith are the ‘bottle-washers.’

JOSETTE JONES

f. 127

[1950s]

Bottle Knap, Long Bredy, Dorchester

Lovely to see him today, thanks to his ‘munificent "tip"‘.  His drawing of Fordingbridge was beautiful, would be overjoyed to have it.  Always ‘stimulating and refreshing to have a few hours with you both’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 128

[?1955]

Bottle Knap

Has thought of nothing but the ‘wonderful paintings’ he showed her last week, was ‘absolutely bowled over by the big composition in your old studio’, even if it has given him agony, ‘it’s complete and perfect’.

Now trying to dry off the canvases before going to London on Sunday.  Asks him to mention to Sir Phillip Dunn that she has new things in the Ohana Xmas show, and at Freddie Mayor.  He bought her best picture at her last exhibition.

f. 129

[?1956]

Bottle Knap

Her old friend Emo Teltsch wrote that he longs to buy a picture from AJ, hopes AJ will not be irritated with her.  Teltsch is building up a ‘small but very good private collection’, including Renoir, Dégas, de Segonzac and Braque.  Asks AJ to consider selling him the ‘lovely canvas of Poppet, now hanging in the dining room’.  Could deliver something when she goes to London on Sunday to make final arrangements about her show.

f. 130

[?1956], Whit Sunday

427 Nell Gwynn House, Sloane Ave, [London]

Thanks for his letter, glad all went well last Monday.  ‘Emo Telt[s]ch was thrilled.  You really gave him a Red Letter day.  It was wonderful to see those great panels so advanced’.

Her health problems.  Longs for Spain but ‘it’s no use going like this’.  If ever they are in London at the same time she has some new work to show him.  Goes home on Wednesday.

f. 131

[1956], Dec. 26

Bottle Knapp [sic]

Had a letter from Teltsch, most grateful to AJ for signing the drawing.  Wonders if he would sell ‘the lovely portrait of the little girl in the dining room’.

Hopes they had a good Christmas, despite ‘no light to work by’.  She returned home in a blizzard to find floods.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
JAMES JOYCE

ff. 132-3

[1933], March

42 rue Galilei, Paris

Thanks him for the portrait in Hughes’s book.  ‘Praise from a purblind poet would be ridiculous’, but the drawing is ‘the one thing in the volume which is indiscutable’.  Wishes he could see the lines better.  AJ promised JJ’s wife one of the other [sketches], the one that made her cry.

Hopes to see him over here, has a curious story to tell him about ‘a certain Viking who passed himself off as an old schoolfriend of yours’, called himself Nielsen, wonders if Hughes told AJ about him ‘and his valise full of potatoes’.

Jean Marchand, who is doing a portrait of JJ’s daughter-in-law, begs to be remembered to AJ.

MADELINE JUDE

f. 134

1952, Dec. 17

Ethorpe Hotel, Gerrards Cross, Bucks

Hopes he has not forgotten his ‘long lost cousin’.  Saw his picture in the paper, talking to the Queen.  Asks him to send an autographed photograph of himself as promised.

Hears from Winnie every Christmas.  News of Howard and his wife.  Praises his ‘true description’ of Auntie Rose and Auntie Lilla in his autobiography.  Asks him to return ‘those family groups’ if he does not want them.

Her husband’s death in Jan.  Hates living in hotels.  Will be 70 this month.

CATHERINE KAROLYI

ff. 135-6

1929, Dec. 1

Walsanatorium, Arosa

Thanks for his letter and for enquiring about the Rembrandt.  Hopes he will be able to talk to Duveen about it.  No doubt that it is a self-portrait, described thus in Bode’s catalogue.  Her husband will be in London this week and will come to see AJ.  He is starting for America.

f. 137

1957, April 24

Taormina, Casa Cusini, [Sicily]

Thanks AJ for sending the [New] Statesman with the article and AJ’s letter,which made her very happy.

Hopes that he will come south while she is there, suggests he comes to Vence after the middle of June.  Etna has been erupting for a week:  ‘it is most exciting to watch it in the night from the windows’.  Her ‘colony has not yet materialised’; she is seeing some people about it in Italy, will show him the site and ask his advice.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
YOUSUF KARSH

f. 138

1955, July 8

130 Sparks St, Ottawa, Canada

Thanks for his two letters forwarded here.  Gratified that AJ is pleased with portraits YK made of him in England last year, agrees that the large head is the best.  A colour portrait he made at the same time won an award from the Art Directors’ Club, at an exhibition in the gallery of the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.

‘KATIE WITH SONGS’

f. 139

1922, Jan. 7

New Docks, Galway

Thanks him for the Christmas gift.  His kindness to her and ‘the fun we used to have in the Bar’.  Sorry that he is married.  Would like to hear from him again.  Had a card from [Francis] Macnamara in France.

RUTH KAY

f. 140

1955, July 26

Pinners Hall, Austin Friars, London

Thanks for his letter.  Was informed of the change in plans of AJ’s appointment with Matthiesen and Dr Hell:  ‘I like Dr Hell very much too’.

Collected his 3 drawings from 10 Cadogan Gardens on Sunday, will do them as soon as she can.  Looks forward to going to Alassio later in Aug.  Asks after Wyndham Lewis.  Sends regards to Mrs John and to Edwin who is presumably in Fordingbridge.

ALAN KEEN

f. 141

1951, July 17

The Gatehouse, Cliffords Inn, [London]

Would love to read W.S. and the Dyer’s Hand [by Alden Brooks] and promises to return it promptly.  Glad AJ liked his last paper.  ‘The next ... will I think decide the issue for all time’.

Comments on the R.A. [exhibition], particularly AJ’s ‘twenties portrait - now a period piece of immense bravura’.  Possesses several of AJ’s early drawings and etchings.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
GERALD KELLY

f. 142

[1942]

Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

Mrs Sickert, née Thérèse Lessore, is left penniless, hopes that the PM will transfer Sickert’s pension to her, but has put in her name for a Cousins Annuitancy or a Turner Annuitancy.  Asks AJ to write to Lamb in support.  ‘There are old uns on the Council who didn’t like Sickert’s work - or who can’t forgive him for leaving us’.

f. 143

1952, July 22

Royal Academy

Hugo Pitman told him that AJ had agreed to let them pay AJ ‘a very great but deserved compliment’.  Dining with Earp, Hugo, and Henry Rushbury last night, drank AJ’s health; it should be ‘a very fine exhibition’.  Will ask AJ to suggest ways of reaching pictures which have ‘disappeared from our ken’; his right to veto any painting or drawing.  Would like the exhibition to be held next year, because it is Coronation Year and GK’s last year as President, and he would like to carry it through.

f. 144

1954, Dec. 18

117 Gloucester Place, Portman Square, London

Thanks for his ‘generous letter’ before going to Spain.  Received a message from the Duke of Buccleuch asking if AJ would accept a commission to paint a portrait of a woman from Brazil living in Biarritz.  GK said AJ probably would.  In AJ’s hand:  ‘A man?  no, an official’.

IAN KEMSLEY

f. 145

1951, Aug. 1

Kemsley House, London

Thanks for his very helpful letter.  Likes the title of AJ’s autobiography, ‘and I should not stand any nonsense from Jonathan Cape’.

The editor of the Sunday Times would be delighted if AJ could extract 1000 words from his passage on Picasso, and bring it up to date [cf. Autobiography, pp. 80-2].  ‘Picasso has come a long way since fifty years ago, and there will be many who would wish that you had slain him when you knew him in those days’.

Had lunch with Hugo [Pitman] today, he seems ‘derooted’ since he left Queen’s House, but ‘inspiriting as always and ... full of dirty stories’.

f. 146

1959, July 1

Kemsley House

This morning recollected AJ’s letter of last year, hopes AJ is still willing to contribute some more essays to The Sunday Times; last time he had to concentrate on ‘finishing the picture to go to Canada’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
MICHAEL KENNEDY

f. 147

1960, Jan. 15

3 Morwood Drive, The Avenue, Sale, Cheshire

Pleased that AJ agrees to his drawing of Sir John Barbirolli being used as an illustration for MK’s Hallé history; arrangements for sending on the reproduction.

Belatedly congratulates him on his 82nd birthday.

ff. 148-9

1960, Jan. 31

3 Morwood Drive

Received the photograph of AJ’s drawing of John Barbirolli, proud that it will appear in his book.  Has known John since he came to Manchester in 1943; AJ has ‘caught to perfection the physical frailty, the poetic and sensitive nature and the toughness and courage’.

Will take the photograph to his publisher on Tuesday, he will send the reproduction fee soon.  Suggests a caption.

f. 150

1960, July 15

3 Morwood Drive

Thanks AJ and Mrs John for their hospitality on Sunday evening, hopes they may call again.  Glad that AJ was pleased with the reproduction, the final proof looks splendid.  Will send a copy of the book when it is out.

MITCHELL KENNERLEY

ff. 151-2

1924, Aug. 13

489 Park Avenue, New York

Apologies for not writing sooner.  Death of [John] Quinn of cancer.  Read the will yesterday:  ‘The Circus’ [by Seurat] goes to France, AJ’s portrait of him to his sister, everything else to be sold.  ‘He was a strange man:  led a strange life:  died a strange death.  Properly handled his Collections will ensure his fame’.

Interrupted by Belle Greene who came to take him to call on Lucy Rosen, who is making a wonderful recovery.

Will let AJ know when the Quinn sale is settled.  ‘There are a lot of conflicting influences ...’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 153

1948, Dec. 19

PO Box 718, Grand Central Annex, New York

Had hoped AJ would come to America to do a portrait of F. D. R[oosevelt], ‘that it was not arranged is an everlasting loss’.  Has not been able to come to England; a young friend, Joan Coons, is sailing next week, due in London Jan. 1st.  She has written radio scripts, and her novel, Without Passport was published in England, but she is shy and may not have the courage to contact AJ, so asks if AJ would drop her a card.

Incomplete
ARTHUR W. KERSEE, on behalf of Sir STEPHEN H. M. KILLICK

f. 154

1935, Feb. 22

The Mansion House, London

The Lord Mayor wrote to AJ about 3 weeks ago about the portrait AJ promised to paint for Mrs Harry Sacher, and would like to know when AJ expects to be able ‘to carry out your promise’.

LYDIA KEYNES

f. 155

1930, ?March 27

46 Gordon Square, Bloomsbury

Writes again about the Camargo Society.  They intend to produce a new ballet next Oct., to the music of Constant Lambert’s Pomona, and are asking Balanchin to do the choreography, hopes that AJ will do the designs.  The ballet should be made by ‘the artist, the choreographer and the musician discussing things together’.

ANITA L. KING

f. 156

1956, March 3

Oranmore Castle, Oranmore, Co. Galway

If the end of March suits AJ for drawing her little son she suggests a date between the 21st and 25th, in London or at his country home.  Will not bring him to England unless it is possible for AJ to find time for him.

They go to the Bahamas on April 25, may see Mrs Fleming there.  Visited Mrs Dorothy Teacher, sister of Evie Hone, in Connemara, and saw ‘the most enchanting’ drawing by AJ of her son, who was killed at Anzio, the drawing ‘is all that remains for posterity of the only human offspring produced by the three remarkable Hone sisters’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 157-8

[?1956], May 3

52 South Lodge, Circus Road, St John’s Wood, [London]

Joy to see ‘the strange flaming little soul of my son depicted by the fiery quivering strokes of your hand’.  Glad ‘that nice man got Albert S[ch]weitzer’.  Hopes the cheque is correct.

Bill was delighted to hear about the picture, and that AJ might draw Leonie around June 15.  They will write from Sicily; could bring her to the Albany Hotel.  Asks him to let David Carritt know where to take the drawing for removal of mould spots.

f. 159

1956, Sept. 12

Castle Leslie, Glaslough, Co Monaghan

His drawings of their children are ‘a constant joy’.  Dorothy Teacher died 2 weeks ago, has left ‘her lovely place’ to a friend of her sons, and AJ’s drawing to the Dublin Municipal Gallery.  ‘I shall always visu[a]lise it ... on the white walls where for 12 years it hung’.

W. D. KING

f. 160

1956, Aug. 2

Celtic-Hôtel, Carantec, Finistère

Hears that the drawing of Leonie is superb, longs to see it when he returns to Ireland.  Anita wants to take the portraits around with her everywhere.  Hopes AJ will be able to paint Anita after Christmas, in London, ‘if we are not then busy patrolling the Suez’.  Sends cheque for 100 guineas.

WILLIE KING

f. 161

1928, Sept. 23

St James’ Club, Piccadilly, [London]

Saw Horace [de Vere Cole] last night at the Eiffel [Tower], he said AJ liked letters.  Horace was ‘unusually depressed, as the result of an unsuccessful amour with a young lady from Lyons’ Corner House’.  Rudolph [Stulik] has just returned from 10 days’ convalescence after ‘terrific injuries’, sustained in a fall downstairs at 2 am.

Viva is making 10 dresses for Cochran, and WK has just ‘rashly embarked’ on writing the life of Swift.  They may go to Antigny in Oct. if Mrs Tyler can put them up; Peter is fixed in Buda Pesth.  Irene has lost her mother, Mme Wieniawska.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 162

1928, Dec. 1

St James’ Club

Viva was delighted to get AJ’s ‘double epistle’.  She is working ‘without intermission’ on dresses for ‘one of Olga Lynn’s bloody matinées’.  They accept with joy AJ’s invitation for Christmas.

Never went to Antigny, as Mrs Tyler was in Italy then England, but had luncheon with her in Paris and she spoke of AJ with enthusiasm.

Peter Tyler has got a new job in Hambros Bank, and will live permanently in Paris, but spend two months in London first.

Dorothy Warren married Philip Trotter last week, WK had introduced them to each other.  Went to the Eiffel [Tower] last night, Rudolph [Stulik] was resting at Bournemouth, but Horace was there with Mavis, ‘billing and cooing’.

KENNETH M. KINNEE

f. 163

1948, June 1

New York Mirror, 1713 Fisher Bldg, Detroit

Asks him to autograph enclosed cover picture from Time Magazine.

EVE KIRK

f. 164

192[0s], Sept. 7

chez Mme Frémont, place d’Horloge, Bormes, Var

Impressions of the area.  Suggests he visits them if he is in Marseille or Martigues, here till the end of the month.

JACK KNEWSTUB

ff. 165-6

1911, ?March 11

The Chenil Gallery, Chelsea

Madame S[trindberg] has been twice this week and bought 3 of AJ’s drawings.  She obtained one of the Provençal studies through Marchant; she is bringing Countess Wydenbruck and some others next week.  Professor Sadler was here last Wednesday, discussion of the price for 3 drawings.

Has collected all AJ’s drawings from the studio:  ‘they were lying about or getting soiled’.  [Sir Hugh] Lane has just secured £30,000 for a Titian for which he paid £3,000, his ‘progeny will do better than that if he leaves them your decorations’.

22782D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 167-9

1926, Dec. 22

King’s Nursing Home, 22 Bentinck St, Welbeck St, [London]

Encloses copies of letter written to AJ’s solicitors (ff. 168-9).  After rest and medical treatment, hopes to be about ‘in a very few weeks’.

General Studd has ‘seized the opportunity of a resignation I tendered owing to prolonged overwork, anxiety and ill-health’, fears that if ‘this enterprise of mine’ gets into the control of the Bloomsbury Group there will be ‘a pitiable outlook’ for AJ’s investments.  Begs him to spare no effort to safeguard the New Chenil’s against the aims of ‘a certain Group’.  Suggests a few artists organise an Exhibition for JK’s benefit.

Enclosed:  copy letter, 19 Dec. 1926, to Messrs Ernest Bevir & Son, 4 York Buildings, John St, [London]:  Encloses balance-sheet and copy of his letter to AJ on 17 Dec., details of AJ’s holding in the Company.  Have recently shipped 40 paintings and 40 drawings to Mitchell Kennerly of the Anderson Galleries, New York; will send a detailed statement of AJ’s work in hand.

Financial situation of the company, in danger of liquidation, value of their leasehold premises.  Urges AJ and his friends to support him in the present difficulties.

LAURA KNIGHT

ff. 170-1

1961, Oct.

16 Langford Place, St John’s Wood, London

Thanks for his letter of sympathy on the death [of her husband, Harold].  Regrets that the Johns’ life and theirs ‘led in odd directions’, ‘there are few true painters nowadays that search for the fundamentals’.

OSKAR KOKOSCHKA

f. 172

1938, May 26

Delayed replying to AJ’s letters while waiting for his English visa, has sent the forms to London today, hopes they will not make enquiries with the German authorities.

Asks about ‘a possibility to portray Hore Belisha’, it would help OK to safeguard his brother in Vienna, in danger from the Germans because of himself; they slay the weak ones, like Ossistsky, in a sadist[ic] way.  Political considerations in the sale of his pictures, e.g. in the USA, and for arranging the Oranger show at Münich, now at Berlin.

Comments on the Czechs, the [British] government may not be able to help them avoid ‘the horrible fate of Austria’.  Conditions in Vienna; hunger revolts, newspapers silenced.  Not a word must be said about OK in London.

GONNOSKE KOMAI

f. 173

1938, July 17

73 Harcourt Terrace, [London]

Thanks for his letter and enclosure.  Has found another copy of AJ’s portrait of him, AJ is welcome to have it.

22783D

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN

HENRY LAMB

f. 1

[?1907]

chez Martin

Details of bills paid, ‘we are square enough I suppose’.  He ‘pursued consolation to the end of Tuesday’, arriving at ‘that refined, whimsical inebriateness one sees some workmen enjoying on Monday afternoons’.  A ‘turbulent scene with a vast relative or partner of Delaures’.  Found his legs bruised, and had to walk from Couville on his toes.

Asks AJ to ‘persuade Lobelia to curb those tendencies you distrust for the success of the eating house’.

His client wants him to stay with her in Edinburgh to do her full-length portrait, and drawings of her husband and baby.  It would be more remunerative than hiring a studio or rooms in London, but doubts he could stand living with the people.

f. 2

1935, June 30

9 Kensington Gate, [London]

Sympathy on [the drowning of Henry John].  Pansy is away with the babies at the seaside.  Coombe Bissett is let till the middle of the month, when they return.

NOEL LAWRENCE

ff. 3-4

[1937, ?Oct.]

5 Kew Rd, Kent Cot, Half Way Tree P.O., Jamaica

Hears that AJ may be back in Nov., asks for help to change his car.  Hopes that AJ’s Jamaican paintings have been a success; they are anxious to have him back.

T. E. LAWRENCE

f. 5

1920, March 1

Sorry to hear AJ has to have an operation.  AJ’s show [at the Alpine Club]; a pity he hasn’t ‘finished a row of beauties (or b--sts) for it, in addition to the war items’; hopes the [Marchesa] Casati is there.

‘Paris seems to have been honest, and Chenil efficient’.  If ever TEL is starving he can put the dagger up for sale, ‘and thanks to Lowell Thomas it should fetch a lot’.  Wonders if Orpen will have an exhibition ‘war. p.--e., and other’ in the Albert Hall.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 6

1920, March 19

The ‘wrathful portrait [of TEL] went off at top speed for a thousand to a Duke!.... you will naturally think the glory is yours - but I believe it’s due to the exceeding beauty of my face’.

Suggests he [TEL] writes to Orpen that it’s a pity AJ troubled to paint 38 other people, ‘from the commercial point of view only, for there is no doubt the others set me off!’

Admiring the portrait of TEL at AJ’s show last Thurs. with Lionel Curtis, when a ‘person with a military moustache ... blurted out, "Looks a bloody sort of creature doesn’t he?"‘.

ff. 7-8

[1920, March]

Has been twice to AJ’s show, going again this afternoon, ‘It’s so crowded as a rule that things are difficult to see’.  Comments on the exhibition, ‘the Birm[ingham] F[ine] A[rt] Gallery say it would be bad for the women of the town to hang [La Marchesa Casati] there.  Hears that the [portrait of] Feisal is off to Manchester, others all seem to be in the process of going off.  Would like to buy one of AJ’s portraits of TEL but ‘my account is still all ravelled up at the W.O.’.

Enquires about W[illiam] Rothenstein who is ‘after me’.  TEL liked his work, ‘but he must be very old, and it seems a pity to let him in for trouble, if the results aren’t good enough’.

All but three [in AJ’s show]; Fisher, Borden and Lady Michelham, seem ‘top-hole’.  Hopes AJ is fit again.  Ian Strang’s visits to the show.

f. 9

1929, Nov. 19

338171 A/C Shaw, RAF Mount Batten, Plymouth

‘Back to my vomit:  and very happy in it’.  Will come to Fordingbridge one weekend so that AJ can finish the portrait.  Hopes Tallulah [Bankhead] ‘goes on as nobly as she began’.

f. 10

1930, March 27

RAF Mount Batten

Reminds AJ of the ‘unfinished masterpiece’ at Fordingbridge, TEL will come any weekend after AJ returns to England.

f. 11

1930, April 9

Sorry [that AJ is unwell].  Hopes Tallulah does him justice; AJ’s painting against time:  ‘Damn the Academy, please, for me!’  TEL’s masterpiece can wait a happier time.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 12

1930, April 19

AJ’s health; sorry about the Tallulah portrait, ‘simply lovely’ when it began.  [Montague] Norman was ‘very hidalgo-like’.

f. 13

1932, Oct. 14

Plymouth

Recalls his suggestion that AJ should paint Lionel Curtis, the Committee saying they had agreed to have Birley do it.  Mrs Curtis is ‘miserable over this’, and wants AJ to do a drawing of Curtis for £100 saved from the memorial money.  Gives Curtis’s address, ‘if you wanted a sight of his head’.  Asks after ‘the big composition’.

EDWARD LE BAS

f. 14

1956, Dec. 6

49 Glebe Place, Chelsea

Recommends a model, Wendy Hilton.

CLIFF LEE

f. 15

[1959], Sept. 4

Rose Bank, Deye’s Lane, Maghull, Lancs

Arrived home safely after the ‘lovely week’ staying at Fryern Court.  Thanks AJ and Mrs John for their kindness to him and his family.

PERCY WYNDHAM LEWIS

ff. 16-17

[c.1904-5]

5 The Mall, Park Hill Rd, Hampstead

Will despatch ‘a batch of duplicate letters’ to AJ to Matching Green, Chelsea etc.  Sorry he couldn’t reach AJ the other night, but the trains stopped early, so he couldn’t get to Fitzroy St.  Was in Dorset for a week or so.  Hopes to see AJ in London, perhaps at ‘Mont Blanc’.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 18

[?1906, Paris]

Will stay in Paris until he has written ‘five sonnettes [sic] as good as any five of Baudelaire’s’, then go into the country; reading Les Fleurs du Mal, asks AJ to lend him Verlaine’s poems.

Was ‘overjoyed’ to hear from Daurelia [sic] of AJ’s approach.  His ‘matrimonial projects’ are ‘échoués’.

Got AJ’s letter ‘only the other day, had thought to see him soon.  AJ’s studio is near PWL’s old dwelling, Avenue d’Orléans.  As he has no address, any word should be consigned to D[o]relia.  [Paris] is ‘the only place ... I can live in and think peaceably of other places I should much prefer to be in’.

Comments on Frenchwomen wearing ‘reform dresses’.  Is looking for a mistress, perhaps AJ’s own ‘research’ will help.  Request to borrow ‘a Gypsy grammar’ [deleted].

ff. 19-20

[?1906]

19 Rue Mouton duvernet, Avenue d’Orléans, [Paris]

Comments on AJ’s views on Darwin:  ‘you forget that his beard grew into his mouth, and that Bernard Shaw’s protrudes for several feet in front of his face’.  Alarmed by the ‘dark sobriety of colouring’ of AJ’s diction.  AJ’s ‘sense of fitness seemed to be bruised by my sending a courier letter’.

Suffering from influenza, an excuse for a week’s holiday; may come to London for a week or so, to see the Degas exhibition.

f. 21

[c.1906-7]

Hotel, 26 Servandoni, Paris

Recommends Baudelaire’s Petits Poèmes en Prose, ‘the entire works of Voltaire’, and Nietzsche; asks if the second volume of Crime et Châtiment is done with now.  Now reading Dostoïevsky’s Krotkaia, ‘another terrible book’.

Transcript of part of a poem he is writing.  Went to see AJ’s family yesterday.  PWL’s aims.  In the last week he has written thirty sonnettes [sic], his projects multiply.  Comments on the language of Baudelaire.

Bade farewell to AJ’s ‘beautiful picture yesterday on the eve of its expatriation’.  Asks to be remembered to Will Rothenstein and his wife.

ff. 22-3

[c.1906-7]

59 Rue du puits, Honfleur

Sorry he has not been able to get the books for AJ, has stayed here much longer than planned, but goes to London in a day or two and will buy ‘several bob’s worth’.  Warns him against Strindberg’s Chimie, ‘all laboratorical gibberish’.  S is ‘only a "Christian Scientist" after all’.  One hears a lot in his books about the Quartier Montparnasse, his family and the Scandinavian colony, disappointed to find there ‘Christ’s infectious presence’.  PWL’s views on Huysman:  his ‘heathen scribbling most excellent entertainment - despite your friend Cremnitz’s execrations - but L[a] Cathédrale and the like, nauseating’.

Reading a life of Flaubert and rereading Madame Bovary ‘with boundless delight’, also letters to his niece, Caroline; also Anatole France’s M. Bergeret à Paris, Bjørnsen’s La Fille de la Pecheure [sic], Victor Hugo’s Derniers jours du condamné; and [Prévost’s] Manon Lescaut.

Incomplete 

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 24-6

[1907, June-July]

6 Rue de la gr[ande] Chaumière

Complains of AJ’s behaviour towards him, felt he must send this second letter on the subject, is resolved to part company with him.

f. 27

[?1907-8, winter]

[Paris]

Heard AJ is back in London, asks for news.  AJ’s attitude to him and PWL’s acceptance as a Rai, his comments that PWL ‘detested Harry [?Lamb]’.  Asks of ‘the further adventures of Lobelia ... fading away in London’.  [Horace de Vere] Cole is expected shortly, with a ‘Grand New Hoax’.  Wonders if AJ ‘has wiped the floor with your detractors and relieved Binyon of his guard?’

ff. 28-31

[1910, April]

51 Danvers St, Chelsea

Begs him to ‘have patience with this literature of our misunderstanding’.  His first letter should have been brief, AJ’s reply was ‘partially just’, AJ provoked by PWL’s observations in it about ‘breaking Harry [Lamb]’s neck or woman’s limitations’; Lamb and PWL’s definitive quarrel in Paris.  Refutes AJ’s prejudice that PWL is ‘the dupe of Schopenhauer and his hysterical disciple, of Ellises statistics and other biological tracts on women.’

Dorelia is ‘the object of my most sympathetic admiration’, but when PWL went to their house to get AJ’s Arles address, ‘I had an inner door slammed in my face and your address brought to me by a serving woman grinning from ear to ear’.

Apologies for his ‘empty abuse of Lamb’, and for ‘the unnecessary sneers in my second letter’; hopes that the ‘little chatter’ he had with Dorelia about Harry was not ‘mistaken for strenuous plotting’.  So far has had no more letters from AJ, though has not been in Danvers St since Thursday.  Asks AJ to acknowledge this letter.

Jean Moréas is dead, imagines a ‘lively scramble for predominance’ in his ‘café-court’.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 32

[1910]

Although he does not move in ‘artistic and high mondaine’ circles, should he meet anyone who seeks ‘to prove you have abandoned the Lane’s House job’, he will ‘settle him’, PWL thinks AJ’s designs ‘very welcome ...  Let it be an authentic earthquake’.  ‘What’s the good of being an island, if you are not a volcanic island?!’

Comments on hedonism, and the cult of the body.  [At least one folio wanting]

Two ‘literary events lately’:  a book by [Thomas] Sturge Moore on Flaubert, and John Masefield’s Tragedy of Pompey the Great.

Encloses a poem, hopes soon to be able to send him a book of verse:  ‘I’m going to do nothing but poetry now this novel’s finished’.

Mrs Eppstein [sic] told him [Henry] Lamb had been staying with AJ, had he known, ‘I should have restrained my impatience to get straight with you for a month or so’.

Hears that AJ has become a Futuriste, expects to hear of him flying into one of the galleries of the Louvre and putting his foot ‘through the Mona Lise’.

Incomplete
ff. 33-4


1928, Feb. 3

33 Ossington St,[London]

Thanks for his letter, has not answered before because he has been working incessantly, including all last night.  Enquires about AJ’s ‘experiment in temperance’.  In 2 or 3 weeks is getting another Enemy out, and will send a copy to AJ in Martigues, also get Chatto’s to send a copy of a book of stories, [The Wild Body].

Depressing news of AJ’s sons, suffering from ‘grandiose complex’; hears Romilly is in Switzerland.  AJ is wise to spend the summer in the South; appalling weather in England.

f. 35

1928, March 20

33 Ossington St

Thanks for his letter.  Hopes AJ will be returning ‘to this foul place’.  Has just sent him a copy of The Wild Body; Enemy no 3 has been held up in order to get his ‘big book’, The Childermass finished first, it will appear in 3 weeks.

Hears that the Warren Gallery is ‘busted’, hopes that this has not involved AJ.  Asks to borrow a copy of André Gide, Si le grain ne meurt, has just read Les Fauxmonnayeurs, ‘a rather inferior book’.  Asks about the ‘gipsy’ words for ‘brother’ and ‘sister’, ‘friend’ and ‘romany man’:  ‘I want to use them in something’.

AJ’s account of life in Martigues sounds ‘delightful, except for the full-blooded roar of the household’.  Has two Lives of Baudelaire which would interest him, by C. Mauclair and F. Porché.

The paper Transition suspended publication for a month, ‘I thought I had killed it, but now it has appeared again with a drawing of me by Joyce’.

f. 36

1935, July 13

Pall Mall Safe Deposit, Carlton St, Regent St, [London]

Offers to help if AJ should contemplate ‘some sort of book, assembling fragments, perhaps of Henry [John]’s writing’, in memoriam.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 37

[1937 x 9]

Studio A, Kensington Garden Studios, 29 Notting Hill Gate, [London]

Asks for a meeting in London with AJ, in ‘that quiet corner in the St James Club ... what we have to consult about is private’.  AJ will recall ‘how unsatisfactory it proved to talk to everybody about your Van Eyck’.  PWL cannot get down to Fordingbridge at present.

f. 38

1943, Aug. 17

Windsor (c/o Thomas Cook & Sons, 68 King St West, Toronto, Canada)

Remains in this ‘misbegotten spot’, ‘the boredome [sic] is almost past bearing’.  Encloses a [copy of a] letter sent to ‘Rothenstein Junior’.  Fine Arts depend on the State, and PWL will not allow the State to ignore him.  If he is to live in England, he has to get a job ‘related parasitically to the Fine Arts’.  Suggests they should have an ‘inspector of the People’s Monuments’ or ‘Keeper of the People’s Pictures’.

Asks after AJ’s painting, whether he has ‘produced anything as good as that last beautiful head you did of Dorelia (the one in the Tooth Show)’.  Hopes the ‘socialites’ are ‘having their bloody faces painted’.

Brockhurst is in the St Louis Plaza near here, ‘debarred by super-tax poor chap from making more than a hundred thousand dollars a year’.

f. 39

1945, March 15

c/o Dominion Bank, 101 Ouelette, Windsor, Ontario

Comments on V2 bombs.  In Detroit yesterday saw a book of AJ’s paintings, edited by Dr John.  Asks where is the painting AJ did of PWL in Church St at the same time as the Nicholson reproduced there.

f. 40

1947, Jan. 17

Studio A, Kensington Garden Studios, 29 Notting Hill Gate

Thanks for his letter from Fordingbridge.  Today took his proposition for a book about Gwen John and AJ to a publisher, suggests photos of AJ when young, and of Pembrokeshire.  Asks if he has a publisher for his Autobiography.

Asks why AJ is no longer on the Tate Gallery Committee.  Suggests instructing Freddie Mayor to have a ‘shiny photograph’ taken of the drawing by AJ he has there.

f. 41

1949, Dec. 12

Studio A, Kensington Garden Studios

Thanks for his note and the Delphic Review, glad to learn that AJ had ‘definitely called Mantegna in as a partner in your new enterprise’.  Admired his drawing ‘Old Gipsy’, suggested it for the Listener cover, thought it ‘actually survived the mass-production’.

AJ’s ‘Frontiers’ was ‘full of good things’; comments on modern governments (‘an unspeakable curse’).  Suggests they meet.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 42

1952, March 16

44 Eaton Mews North, Lyall St, London

The review of AJ’s book was to head the reviews in The Listener’s spring-book number.  ‘As a reprisal, it has been placed elsewhere, and badly mutilated’.  Quotes one of the excised passages.  Regrets he did not accept the [New Statesman]’s invitation to do a 1000-word review of it.

KARIN LEYDEN

ff. 43-4

(1936)

Thanks for his ‘heavenly letter’.  Glad he likes her walls.  Arrives in London on Tuesday morning, would like to see him Tuesday or Wednesday.  Glad that AJ’s daughter will come to Hatherop soon with him, perhaps she would like to work at the walls with KL.

The exhibition Mr Manson arranged for her at Wildenstein’s is cancelled: ‘They won’t make any more modern shows - by order from Paris’.  Asks him to propose to the Leicester Gallery [sic] that they might put on a show for her.  Encloses some photos [cf NLW ex 1237/61].

f. 45

1946, Oct. 27

411 South Barrington Avenue, Los Angeles

Has applied for a Guggenheim Fellowship, asks for his support as a referee.  Hopes that he received her letter.  If she got the Fellowship, she could work in Europe and have exhibitions there.  Is just starting a mural for the Beverley Hills Hotel.

‘LISE’

ff. 46-9

1946, Dec. 12

c/o Bernard Le Strange, Hunstanton Hall, Hunstanton, Norfolk

Personal reflections.  Gets her freedom again in the New Year, her reports are spotless, her Probation Officer wants her to go up to Oxford for a year to study law.  Her experience of 12 days spent in Holloway.  Asks him to write to her.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
JOHN LITTLEJOHNS

f. 50

1933, Feb. 7

4 Brook Green Studios, [London]

Sends a copy of his letter to Sir Cuthbert Grundy, reporting on the meeting of local members of the R[oyal] C[ambrian] A[cademy]:  impressed by AJ’s interest and ideas for making it ‘a very important factor in Welsh national life’.  AJ would consider the presidency if offered to him; Mr Terrick Williams considers AJ the only man who could worthily succeed Sir CG.

W. LLEWELLYN

f. 51

1930, Feb. 26

Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

Pleased to see AJ’s work at the RA last year, hopes he will submit something this year, including his diploma work.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
?VERA LONDON

f. 52

[?1950s]

106 ?Petteril St, Carlisle

Asks to see him urgently for personal advice.

ROY LUBBOCK

f. 53

1951, Oct. 17

Peterhouse, Cambridge

When they met at the beginning of Aug. AJ agreed to do a drawing of the Master of Peterhouse, Paul Vellacott, but the arrangements for a sitting fell through.  Invites him to Cambridge to do the drawing, Louis Clarke would put him up.  In answer to AJ’s query, the Master and Fellows of Trinity have a drawing of Eddington by AJ.

f. 54

1951, Nov. 1

Peterhouse

Thanks for his letter.  Discusses possible arrangements for AJ’s visit.  Louis Clarke is back from the Nursing Home and making a good recovery, he is going to write to AJ.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
J. LANDFEAR LUCAS

ff. 55-7

1933, Aug. 17

The Hurlingham Club, Fulham, [London]

Regards AJ as ‘one of the live wires in British Art’.  Asks for the support of AJ and his colleagues in a protest against the closing of the Annual Exhibition of British Art at Burlington House, Piccadilly, during Aug. and Sept., when London is ‘proverbially fullest’.  Has written to the newspapers and ‘placed my protest, through the Lady in Waiting, before her Majesty the Queen’.

SAMUEL LUSTGARTEN

f. 58

1956, Jan. 31

3945 Kingswood Rd, Sherman Oaks, California

Enjoyed AJ’s ‘Fragments of Autobiography’, particularly his writing about the Sacco-Vanzetti case and his sister Gwen.  In 1927 he acquired a Gwen John, ‘An Impression’ [now ‘Woman with hands crossed’, Langdale, no. 131, p. 173], quotes the Quinn sale catalogue, sends a photograph of it.

DESMOND MacCARTHY

f. 59

[?1930s]

25 Wellington Square, Chelsea

Left the MSS [of an unnamed writer] with Rachel on Monday, since one of AJ’s children would be seeing her then.  Comments on the manuscript, would like to discuss them with AJ.  Regrets that AJ is no longer their lodger:  ‘A young widow is no compensation’.

D. S. McCOLL

f. 60

1931, March 10

1 Hampstead Way, North End, [London]

Poem, ‘Consummation’.

f. 61

1931, March 28

1 Hampstead Way

Has got hold of a copy of the book.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 62-3

1944, Dec. 20

1 Hampstead Way

Has not replied before because ‘in the last breathless stages of ... my Steer book’, now delivered to the printer.  Has always been frank with AJ, but some of AJ’s recent ‘lapses’, with the two portraits at the R.A. as well as the ‘googly’ group, made him cowardly.  Was asked to do a small book on AJ, did not want ‘to tell the truth about your rotten things’, then came a request for a review in Country Life:  suggests AJ reads it ‘in cooler blood’.  Discusses AJ’s portrait of the [Marchesa] Casati, and ‘The Mumpers’, the suggested ‘landscape influence from Innes’, the portrait of the Mayor [of Liverpool], his ‘[In Memoriam Amedeo] Modigliani’, his ‘Rustic Idyl[l]’.

Incomplete
f. 64

1945, Jan. 15

Received AJ’s letter of the 13th, realises his letter was an impertinence and apologises.  Hopes the New English [Art Club] will not suffer from AJ’s ‘resentment’, suggests waiting till the cartoons come before deciding about lending them or taking action with Sheffield University, DSM will witness AJ’s ownership of the cartoons.  Munnings was not free to open the NEAC, Tom Bodkin will take his place.

DSM’s horror of debt, which led him to make an income ‘by literary and other expedients’, has spent more time on other people’s work than his own.

J. RAMSAY MacDONALD

f. 65

1933, April 8

10 Downing St, Whitehall

On Saturday has to leave for three weeks, so will not be able to give AJ a sitting before his show opens in May.

ROBERT ANDREW SCOTT MacFIE

ff. 66-7

1910, April 1

The Gypsy Lore Society, 6 Hope Place, Liverpool

AJ’s luck in finding the rare Savoy or Piedmont dialect of Romani, sends separately the only other specimen over which he and Winstedt have been quarrelling for months.  Asks if AJ’s vocabulary can be tacked onto the end of ‘Chiavina’ [cf. Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society, iii (1909-10), pp. 242-53].

Has finished the Russian g[ypsy] vocabulary, which has a Balkan character; grammatical difficulties of the songs.  Hopes AJ succeeds with the guitar.  Will get Royall Tyler’s book.  Had a cheerful note from Sampson.

Copy
22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 68

[1910, April]

Only began to copy AJ’s collections last night; the Romani seems to differ from the samples transliterated and translated from Dobrovolski by Ranking.  Suggests AJ ‘try for some rare forms’.  Hopes to send AJ a typed copy next week.

Incomplete.

Copy
ff. 69-71

1910, April 6

6 Hope Place

AJ’s last-discovered dialect seems to form one of the group including Spanish and British Romani (and possibly Welsh), Scandinavian and Flemish; it is likely to throw light on the relationship of Anglo-Romani to other dialects.  Had thought it extinct because there were no records, but ‘France has done practically nothing’ to investigate her gypsies.  AJ’s vocabulary edited and analysed by Winstedt, has gone to the printers.

Comments on the dialect of these Russian gypsies, and on ‘sedentary Gypsies’ in Constantinople.  AJ’s handwriting.

Copy
f. 72

1910, April 7

6 Hope Place

AJ’s Turkish Gypsies remind him of one of the woodcuts in Colocci’s book - ‘apparently concentrated misery - but possibly all as merry as crickets’.  The specimens look like Paspati’s nomad-dialect; is sending them to Gilliat-Smith, their Turkish expert.  Asks AJ to look out for certain features when he meets ‘the Savoy clan’ again.

Copy
f. 73

1910, May 9

6 Hope Place

His letter and MS arrived this morning.  AJ’s ‘grind’ has improved the introduction.  RASM will get the article typed, but there may be a delay while he has an operation.

Saw Pennell, who is anxious that AJ should investigate Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer, he and Mrs Pennell saw the pilgrimage but ‘could do nothing because they knew only broken Anglo-Romani’.

Visited Ranking, Crofton, living ‘luxuriously on the river at Maidenhead’, and a few gypsies at Oxford.  Saw the Russian dancers, wishes they were gypsies.

Copy
22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 74-5

1910, June 27

6 Hope Place

Got AJ’s letter of the 23rd, and the two postcards.  Dillmann’s ‘scandalous catalogue’ has not yet come.  Has more information from Sweden and Denmark about ‘these Demeters, Toikons and Dodors’, and is working towards a new theory about gypsydom.  Has a paper by von Sowa on the Catalonian dialect.  The ‘bearleaders, whose bear hugged a child to death in Liverpool some years ago’, were like those AJ describes; many bearleaders are Servian, they visit England about once a year.

Glad AJ liked [Thomas Wilkinson] Norwood, RASM got ‘very fond of him while messing with his MSS’; he lived practically as a hermit, refused to see Lady Arthur [Grosvenor], until she ‘hit on the plan of just walking straight in, when he was always perfectly polite!’

The July journal is in pages, but is waiting for Finck’s obituary, asks if the cover design is nearly ready.

Copy
ff. 76-7

1911, April 5

21A Alfred St, Liverpool

Glad to get the ‘French stuff’.  Once texts, translations and introduction are in type, Winstedt will go on with the vocabulary.  Concern that in filling the Journal with ‘linguistic matter’ they may lose subscribers ‘unless we gild the pill with pleasant introductions’, though at the moment he is ‘as bold as a cock on a dunghill’ because of a donation of £50, from a member who reads the journal ‘instead of his Bible’ every night.

AJ’s proposal to give another frontispiece; vol. iii has none, for reasons of economy; asks for a drawing of the Russian gypsies for vol. iv.  Would also like the Spanish gypsy songs.

At present trying to find out ‘whether a beastly noisy steam engine runs more profitably than a horse’.

Copy
f. 78

1911, Aug. 8

21A Alfred St

Is sending the Journal to AJ’s studio.  A messenger came from Russia to announce the death of a Rom, the dead man’s sister was singing a lament when they reached the drill hall [in Birkenhead:  see Dora E. Yates, My Gypsy Days, pp. 87ff.]; news of the [Rumanian] gypsies there; 30 families are coming to London.  Comments on a gypsy song, Dzanos e puÊkasa.  Winstedt is living with the gypsies but is too shy to get much.  Disputes about payment, since the gypsies expect to bargain.

Copy
22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 79-83

1912, Sept. 2

21A Alfred St

AJ’s quick reply, RASM ‘overjoyed at your oath’.  Wonders where Gordon Craig found a loose set of the old journal, RASM ought to know where every copy is, but glad GC gave to AJ; prefers them to be in ‘suitable possession’ rather than ‘sucked into Public Libraries’.

Will probably go to Manchester this evening.  An Indian authority on Indian criminal nomads is coming to stay with him and RASM wants him to see a few gypsies.  If the coppersmiths have fled, he will send AJ a postcard.

Andreas wrote asking for a new red carpet, which he left in the Duke St lodging house, to be sent after him.  Comments on the writing of the letter by Frank the interpreter, who has ‘chucked Liverpool to travel with the Gypsies’.

Comments on AJ’s meeting with the Lovells in Ireland; description of RASM’s meeting with a party of Locks near Corwen this summer:  ‘they’re not Gypsies until they start moving’.

Would not like to see Searle, because of his ‘artificial bohemianism’ and breaches of ‘good taste and gentlemanly behaviour’, ‘no amount of bolstering can make his club a success’.

AJ should write to Gilliat-Smith after reading his folktale, he is very isolated in Varna, and ‘has no idea how extraordinarily good his work is’, a letter from AJ would cheer him; GS’s life in Sofia when collecting the stories, a ‘deeply moving and poetical history’.

About ten years ago RASM put the Griffiths family in a house in Liverpool and paid their rent for months, because the street was called ‘Egypt Street’; saw the family again this summer, took Benjamin to drive the donkey from Liverpool to Bettws [sic] G[werful] G[och].

Complications of the Welsh Romani sound system, requiring a complicated alphabet.  ‘Sampson has a bad ear, but ... Miss Yates can be trusted to keep him right’.  Sampson is ‘quarrelling’ with RASM.

Comments on Petsch’s article on riddles, and on an African race suspected of being gypsies.  Will send on the numbers of the Journal required by AJ.

Copy
f. 84

1932, Oct. 8

Shaws, Lunds, Sedburgh, Yorks

Thanks AJ for his approval of Sampson’s obituary, he had ‘wanted to do justice to an old friend’, but had to alter and delete much in deference to various people’s wishes’.  Relieved that those who knew him best like the sketch; those who saw only the academic side were ‘possibly shocked’.  Personal news.  Glad to see AJ’s son well received.

Copy
22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ALEXANDER McLANAHAN

ff. 85-6

1936, July 10

Racquet & Tennis Club, 370 Park Avenue

Mr Wolff and his ‘most paintable wife’ will bring AJ news of them; Frances and their boy are now at Missery, hopes to join them there soon, suggests AJ and Dodo do likewise.

FRANCES McLANAHAN

ff. 87-8

[?1932]

Château de Missery, Côte d’Or

Disappointed not to see AJ this summer, the rush of the last two years, they arrive late and depart early, but the beauty of Missery ‘helps us through the ugly spots in a New York winter’; impressions of life there.  Hopes AJ may paint her beside the piano.

See his friend, Mrs Edgar Scott, now and then in New York, Philadelphia and Long Island.  Everyone loved AJ’s portrait of FMcL and of ‘Mère’ and Alex.

Death of Dean Bushby in Paris.  Last winter, at Sheila Burden Lawrence’s, heard of the death of Mrs Partridge.

Family and personal news.

CHRISTABEL MacLAREN

ff. 89-90

[?1924], June 13

Bodnant, Tal-y-cafn, N. Wales

Quite alone here, AJ in New York; comments on Americans.  Returns to London in a day or two; hopes he will come back soon.

ff. 91-2

[1928], April 10

Bodnant

Urges him to return.  Evan [Morgan] must have AJ’s blessing on his marriage, and her daughter too on her first birthday.

Suggests they go together to Evan’s wedding on Saturday morning, Apr. 21, ‘one of those lovely mummery Catholic weddings at the Oratory’; Evan, Lois, AJ and CMcL could have dinner together one evening beforehand.  She will come to London on Monday or Tuesday.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 93-4

[1928], Nov. 21

38 South Street, Mayfair

Enchanted and deeply touched that AJ is prepared to design ‘a wrapper for a thriller’.  Has cancelled the ‘horrid jacket design over here’ and called Longmans Green & Co. in New York to forward him a set of proofs, so that he can select an incident.

Will send him ‘the gossip of London’ in a day or two.

ff. 95-8

[1928], Nov. 24

Bodnant

Still thrilled about the [book] jacket.  Sends ‘such gossip as I think may amuse you’:  Wilfred Gough’s engagement to a ‘Russian Cossack’, wonders whether his first wife, Sylvia, will send a wedding present.  Death of Lady Grey, Stephen Tennant’s mother; marriage of ‘that unpleasant Peter Wright’ to the divorced wife of a film star.  Comments on Lytton Strachey’s Elizabeth and Essex, which is just out, also a book of London Statues by Osbert Sitwell, illustrated by Nina Hamnett.  Impressions of Lady Ailesbury [sic] reading Ethel M. Dell on the train.

BRIGIT MACNAMARA

ff. 99-100

1943, Jan.

M. B. Cepheus, c/o Grand Union Canal Carrying Co., Bulls Bridge, Southall, Middx.

In difficulties going up the Leicester cut.  Thanks for the Christmas present.  Personal news, hopes Dodo’s bronchitis is better.  Read ‘a good thing’ by AJ in Horizon:  ‘a pleasant surprise at a dreary railway station’.

FRANCIS MACNAMARA

ff. 101-9

1914, Sept. 6

Doolin House, Doolin, Co. Clare

Thanks for his letter.  AJ’s enquiry about his ‘flutter with People’:  ‘they believed that I had taken service under the green flag’, whilst he had ‘only offered on the understanding that the volunteers were to be chartered by the government’.  Comments on the ‘national army’, which remains ‘a danger to the country in case of invasion.  Nor do I see any way out of it, with Ulster to kick up hell if Home Rule is given’.  Hesitates whether to enlist.

His article ‘for the New Age critics’; has heard from no one except [Horace de Vere] Cole.  Comments on the Crabtree Club (‘a depressing episode’), was glad to get away from London.  Would be glad to see AJ in Ireland.  May have to give up the house in town, but has an ideal study in the stable loft.  Personal reflections.  Comments on the Germans, pressure on him to enlist and become a ‘warrior-poet’, whilst a colonel in the army urged him to do nothing.

Death of [J.D.] Innes, asks if he was ‘in mind’ at the end.  Horace’s elegy in the New Age.  Asks for news of Violet Jones, apparently not on Aran, and for AJ to send FM’s books which he has in London, George Mo[o]re’s Vale and Joyce’s Social History of Ancient Ireland.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
DORELIA MacNEILL

ff. 110-11

[1907, Sept.]

Equihen, Le Portel, Pas de Calais

Sends three photographs; supposes the Nettleships will take Henry ‘until something is arranged’.  Since AJ seems to have no confidence in their ‘last scheme’ and as she hasn’t ‘the faintest wish to get married’, it would be best if she ‘went on the road’, with one of the children, Caspar or Robin:  ‘he would be better with me than in that virginal atmosphere’.  Personal news.  The £5 was not enough to pay Labouret’s bill, asks for £10.

ff. 112-13

[1907, Sept.]

Equihen

Asks if he got the p.c. from Lamb’s father, which she sent with a letter to Wigmore St.  Glad AJ has taken David, he should not let Mrs Mc[Evoy] spoil him.  Asks about ‘the exhibition of the twelve’.  Jess [her sister] has caught the eye complaint, it hasn’t really gone from the kids’ eyes.  DMcN is making clothes for the kids.  Has been sampling Mme Labouré’s wine:  she is anxious for them to take the house for next year, and refused to let an American, Bohn, see it:  ‘he is a bloody bulamengro’.

Asks AJ to send [a book on] philosophy, as she only has ‘anti republican clerical tales’.  News of Pyramus and Edwin; her dreams of a ‘lovely country [with] terrific mountains and forests and rivers’.  Hopes AJ will find a good house, suggests fetching the things from Paris such as curtains, cushions, ‘your masterpiece and my drawings ... the accordion and various musical instruments’.  Suggests getting an aquarium ‘in exchange for a baby or something’.  Sketch of ‘Romilly’s indecent costume’, f. 113v.  Asks for another £10.

ff. 114-15

1928, Oct. 25

Fryern Court

Two months since he left [for the USA].  In London visited Mrs Nettleship, she ‘talks absolute nonsense’; Ethel and Ursula are always there.  Called on the Sampsons:  Honor has not found the chest AJ wanted for his drawings, but she is still looking.

Poppet had a letter from Caspar, who is ‘having a terrible bing at Shanghai’ and doesn’t expect to be back for another year.  Had a postcard from Gwen saying she was coming over today, so has sent a wire to ‘your Da’ asking him to come next week, but neither could come in the end.  Gwen is having treatment for her eyes.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
Account of a tornado whilst at the Café Royal with the Macnamaras, who hope to move early in Dec.; thinks AJ will like their new house.  The Lambs move next week.

Plans for redecorating his room; news of installing the central heating [at Fryern Court].  News of David, Edwin, Robin and Romilly, and of redecoration at Mallord St, Hatton asked when AJ was returning.

ff. 116-17

[1928, late Oct.-early Nov.]

Fryern Court, Fordingbridge

She had sent some cash.  Sends cuttings about [Joseph] Holbrook getting burnt, suggests AJ send him a word.  Tooth & Son have sold another painting, ‘the blackbird’.  News of [Gerald] Brenan’s visit.  She is ‘tired of living such a solitary life’.  Has done nothing but write to Gwen, and AJ’s father.

Tom Yates is going to share Edwin’s studio after the 15th.  Witt ‘enquires tenderly’ after AJ.  Her room is not finished, but the central heating is almost done.  The new maid gets on well.  ‘No I hav[e]n’t been unravelling my work, I even hope to finish it this year.’

Incomplete
f. 118

1928,Dec. 7

Fordingbridge

Asks if he will buy three extra fields at Fryern; ‘mind you catch the boat’ [from USA].

ff. 119-20

[1936, July] 28

Miramar, Cannes

Has taken a little mas near St-Rémy for a year, ‘quite isolated with a rather rough track ... grey rocks on one side, vines and olives and an immense view from the north’.  Urges him to come down, Vivien could bring Brigid or Caitlin [Macnamara].  On the way back through Martigues visited the Villa Ste Anne:  ‘it nearly made me sick.  The little olive fields are covered in villas’.  Iznadon says AJ took all his paintings last time.  Pascal has turned the ruin into a hotel:  the food was as good as ever.  Poppet’s ‘slight attack of appendicitis’.

Wonders if AJ will go to Wales.  ‘The Byng Stamper is a bit of a trial’.  Disappointed by the Cézanne exhibition.  No word from Vivien.

f. 121

[1938, ?late March]

S.S. Aciguani

She hated leaving him, he seems ‘a devil of a long way away’.  He must not forget the etching.  They arrive tomorrow at 4.  Tristan [de Vere Cole] has recovered his appetite, and has been ‘the pet of the ship’.  Caspar is meeting them at Avonmouth.  ‘The people on board are a set of mugwumps [,] really incredible’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 122-3

[?1938, summer]

Mas de Galeron

Wonders why ‘the marriage’ [of Caspar and Brigit Macnamara] seems indefinitely postponed, she is very fond of Brigit.  AJ’s ‘bee in [his] bonnet’ about Tristan, who is ‘very happy and good nearly always’.  Their long drive to Sistern and back through ‘hellish country’.  Vivien and Sue are off tomorrow, doubts Poppet will stay long, so hopes AJ and Brigit come soon.  Reine, Mike and ?Swi turned up and they dined at the Hotel d’Europe.

Wonders how the portrait is getting on.

C. E. C. McQUAID

ff. 124-6

1928, Aug. 20

30 Whiteheads Grove, Chelsea

Regrets that AJ, as one of the judges, had refused the work of her son, Winston, this being the third refusal of his pictures since the ‘Young Artists’ in 1927.

‘MAG-DOUSHKA’

ff. 127-8

1929, July 29

Spoonbed Farm, Painswick, Stroud, Glos.

Personal news, news of Detmar and Winifred Blow.

MATTHIESEN Ltd.

f. 129

1948, April 6

142 New Bond St, [London]

Thanks for his letter, looks forward to his visit.  The drawings and picture to be sold at Sotheby’s are not by Gwen John.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ETHEL MANNIN

f. 130

1953, Feb. 20

Faul, Clifden, Co. Galway

Since receiving his letter of 28 Jan. saw his in Freedom; sympathizes with his desire ‘to rally to the side of a much bludgeoned fellow-artist’, [?Herbert] Read, whilst disagreeing with AJ’s argument.  Comments on Gogarty, Yeats, and anecdotes about ‘Auntie of Vence’, ‘famous for a pair of surgical scissors left in her’.  Enjoyed AJ’s piece [in Chiaroscuro] about Frank Harris:  ‘he must have been a crashing bore, what with his soi-disant genius and his prancing penis’.

Diesel trains are to come to the West, and a Woolworths to Galway.  Criticises the new [postage] stamps:  ‘This An Tostal lark is a kind of nationalist upsurge ... To hell with it’.

CLEVES MARETT

f. 131

1952, May 1

14 Gloucester Walk, London

Thanks for his ‘charming reference’ [in Chiaroscuro] to the ‘Ischian days and the Stead family’.  Family news.  Has often speculated on ‘the ultimate fate of my picture in the big straw hat’.

MIRIAM MARGOLYES

f. 132

1960, June 7

Sigflora, Sherriff’s Court Lane, Minster-in-Thanet, Ramsgate,Kent

Thanks him for seeing her, looks forward to starting work with him.  Asks how long he wants her to work and for details of accommodation.  Returns to Oxford on 13 June, can come to him on 17 June.

ALBERT E. MARRIOTT

f. 133

1930, March 4

37-8 Golden Square, London

Invitation to write a chapter on art and painting during the next 100 years, for a book on ‘World Problems of Tomorrow’.

MARIE MAURON

ff. 134-6

[early 1940s], March 17

Angirany, les Antiques, St-Rémy-de-Provence

Thanks AJ for his letter.  Impressions of life under the German occupation, news of local people, reactions to Stalingrad; AJ’s mas is intact, they lent it temporarily to refugees; afterwards, to avoid it being requisitioned, they paid the rent themselves, but the lack of electricity there put off the Germans, who ‘fled, horrified’ [tr] each time they inspected the mas.

Manages to write, but mostly utilitarian work:  ‘plus souvent de l’utile que du beau’.  Great shortages of coffee, money, clothing; cannot write poetry under these conditions.  But plans for the future, including publishing La Revue de Provence.

French
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
FREDDY MAYOR

f. 137

[?late 1920s], Nov. 21

73 Grosvenor St, London

Walter Taylor expects AJ and Mrs John at 6 pm next Wednesday at 61 Earls Court Square, P[oppet] and V[ivien] would also be welcome.

PAUL MAZE

f. 138

[1929, Aug.]

Sends him bread and cheese from his country, advises drinking cider with it.  Invites him to stay, Robin will tell him about it.

Prince NIKITA MESTCHERSKY

f. 139

1933, Aug. 31

3 Villa de la Réunion, Paris

Encloses 1000 roubles for the bet he lost, hopes that some day they will drink more good Orvieto together, meanwhile has some ‘nice old Bordeaux’.  Hopes AJ is enjoying Venice.

METHUEN & Co.

f. 140

1960, July 1

36 Essex St, Strand, London

Pleased to hear from Daniel George that AJ liked Vii Putman’s Brothers to the Wind, asks for a sentence or two to quote.

V. MINORSKY

f. 141

1948, Jan. 18

9 Green St, Cambridge

Thanks for his letter.  Discusses the situation in the Soviet Union, and Soviet suffering during the war and its aftermath.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
TOM MIX

f. 142

1925, Sept. 18

Pleasant recollections of AJ painting his portrait, thanks AJ for his kindness in London, hopes he will visit TM in Los Angeles.

E. J. MOERAN

f. 143

1929, Oct. 7

29 Tavistock Square, Bloomsbury, [London]

At last on the mend, but little prospect of leaving this home yet.  Sends a cutting from the Radio Times:  wonders if AJ has ‘taken up music as a side line’, or if someone has ‘pinched his name’.

CURTIS MOFFAT

f. 144

1930, Oct. 23

La Tour Eiffel, 1 Percy St, Tottenham Court Rd., London

Acknowledges receipt of £800 on loan from AJ.

f. 145

[1930s]

29 Faubourg St Honoré, [Paris]

Depressed at not being able to repay part of the loan, is now trying to make business arrangements in Paris, hopes to clear up the debt as soon as he can.

f. 146

1948, Nov. 4

Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, Massachussetts

Apologises for delay in repaying the loan, for £600, the previous loan of £800 having been repaid ‘by note’ in March 1931.  Arrangements for payment to be made.

SYLVIA MOLLOY

f. 147

1955, Feb. 14

Newnham Lodge, 15 Crescent Rd., Wokingham, Berks.

Thanks for his letter.  When Mr Musgrave wrote to AJ he did not know that she owned the picture [‘Chloe Boughton-Leigh’ by Gwen John, Langdale no. 21], and had not agreed to sell it to Leeds [City Art] Gallery.  Her husband does not consider £400, minus £50 for Matthiesen, the correct price.  Her son-in-law wants to put it up for auction.

Incomplete
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 148

1955, Feb. 20

Newnham Lodge

Her husband has heard from Mr Tunnard [of Matthiesen & Co.] that they are prepared to forego their commission if the Leeds Gallery has the Gwen John picture, she will agree to this, though she would prefer AJ to have it.

GEORGE MONTAGU, earl of Sandwich

ff. 149-50

1953, Jan. 4

The Cottage, Hinchingbrooke, Huntingdon

Delighted to get his letter.  Would love to have the promised photo of AJ’s sculpture.  Will send him photos of ‘the girls’ heads’ and AJ’s ‘little drawing of Ida Nettleship’, which GM found years ago ‘at the bottom of a box at Agnews’, GM ‘like a fool’ sold one of AJ’s studies of Suggia to the dealer, Brandon Davis, who started a gallery in Grosvenor St, was let down by Guillaume and ‘threw himself out of his window and was killed’.  When GM next saw the Suggia drawing, some ‘damned idiot had rubbed out all the white chalk on it’.

AJ’s drawing of people standing around the seated Christ bought by GM’s wife, is now at Rockingham Castle with his daughter, Faith Culm Seymour.

Hopes AJ will get to Cambridge, news of Louis [?Wilkinson].  GM’s recent acquisition of an oil by Matthew Smith of a girl’s head, a ‘nice foil’ to MS’s ‘Dahlias’ which he also has, and which once belonged to Epstein.

Last saw Euphemia [Lamb] 2 or 3 years ago at Paul ?Maze’s cottage in Sussex, when she motored over from near Andover, GM bought a ‘lovely Innes’ from her years ago; also one of Euphemia near Arennig, that belonged to Horace Cole.  Hopes AJ and Dorelia will come to see him and his collection.

ff. 151-2

1953, Feb. 17

The Cottage

Thanks for the photograph of Yeats’ bust, ‘you might have been sculpting all your life’.  Suggests he sculpts a head of Dylan Thomas.  News of the poet Ann Kurz and her husband, the actor and playwright Henry Daniell.  Glad to hear AJ does not have to have an operation; AJ will probably hear soon from [Sir John] Rothenstein, hopes the Board of the Tate will pass GM’s suggestion that AJ be asked to lend his ‘Symphonie Espagnole’, which GM mentioned to Jowitt and Rothenstein at the Gericault show, and which has been ‘rolled up all these years’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
GEORGE MOORE

f. 153

1927, June 27

121 Ebury St, (London)

Wrote to Byard, of Heinemann, who was overjoyed about the frontispiece by AJ for the edition of Daphnis and Chloe.

f. 154

[1927, early July]

121 Ebury St

Charles Evans of Heinemann is ‘transported’ that AJ is to illustrate Daphnis and Chloe, but thinks that a frontispiece by AJ for the cheap edition would prejudice the fine edition.  Suggests AJ writes to CE to arrange terms.

JOHN MOORE

f. 155

1950, Nov. 8

Kemerton Lodge, nr. Tewkesbury, Glos.

Has met AJ only once, but William Nicholson was a mutual friend.  Read AJ’s letter about gypsies in the News Chronicle, sends a piece he wrote for the Observer, wonders what can be done.

ALAN MOOREHEAD

f. 156

[1951], Nov. 20

3 Wells Rise, London

Back from France, would like to meet AJ again.  Sees that AJ’s book is delayed until next year, AM will not do his own biographical account of AJ for the New Yorker until it is out.  Will return to it in the New Year, after doing a job for the Foreign Office.  Glad to be back from the South of France.

EVAN MORGAN

ff. 157-9

1924, April 10

Collegio Beda, 67 Via S. Nicolo del Tolentino, Roma

Asks AJ to paint him a Madonna with the Infant Jesus, for £500.  Is in Rome for 7 years’ study, if the picture is not completed within that time he could put it into the private chapel he hopes to have.

Occasionally hears from Henry [John], wishes he would come to Rome.  Suggestions for the picture; would be just as pleased if AJ preferred the flight into Egypt.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 160

1929, Nov. 22

30 St James’s Place, [London]

Sorry not to have been to see them as arranged, hopes to come to Mallord St soon.  Invites AJ to the Exelsior Philanthropic Dinner on the 27th.

Lady OTTOLINE MORRELL

f. 161

1930, March 28

10 Gower St, London

Frieda Lawrence asked her to write to ask how much she could ask for D. H. Lawrence’s pictures, a rich man has offered to buy them.  DHL left no will and not much money, which has to be divided between her and his brother and sisters.  FL is in London for a few days, then returns to Vence.  DHL is a great loss.  Urges AJ to read OM’s article on him in last week’s Nation.  Heard AJ was unwell.

ff. 162-3

1930, March 31

10 Gower St

Thanks for his letters, will pass his message on to Frieda L[awrence].  Dorothy should know about prices.  Sorry AJ is ‘so seedy’, advises him to see Dr Cameron, OM has been at his home at Preston Deanery.  Suggests AJ visit her, on Thursday she has some poets coming to tea.  Has booked an appointment for him with Dr Cameron.

ff. 164-5

[1930], April 1

10 Gower St

Thinks he should see Dr Cameron, even though he has seen Dr Maurice Wright; she has very little faith in ‘those purely Nerve men’.  She is told she looks younger since she went to Dr Cameron.  Has made an appointment for AJ.

f. 166

[1930], June 22

10 Gower St

Would love to show him her new yellow dress, asks him to dinner.  Hears that her portrait is at Dorothy Warren’s Gallery, Mark Gertler saw it there and thought it magnificent, it is ‘a dreadful sadness’ to her that she cannot afford to buy it.  Praises the drawings by him that Mrs Fleming has.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 167

[1930], Dec. 28

10 Gower St

Thanks for sending the photograph of her portrait.  Wishes he could see her grandchildren.  Sends enclosures, including two photographs of Julian’s children.

f. 168

[?1931], Oct. 6

10 Gower St

Thanks for his letter.  Took Philip to see AJ’s pictures at Wildenstein’s, his work is better than ever.  Praises the Manets, Cézannes and Van Goghs at the French exhibition, AJ ‘the only Englishman [sic] who ranks with Cézanne’.

ff. 169-71

[early 1930s]

London

Personal reflections; concern for AJ’s health, urges him to see a doctor or go to Italy.  A friend, Lionel Holland, wants to meet AJ, she proposes they both dine with her on Friday.  Asks him to send word ‘by the German’, a friend of De Meyer.

f. 172

[early 1930s]

10 Gower St

Arrangements for selling a portrait of OM by AJ, her fears that it might go to America or be bought as an investment; ‘we have no other portrait except the Conder of my sad, ugly face’; she would like AJ’s drawing to be in the family but as they have always lived beyond their income she cannot even pay the sum he asked, unless the cottages sell.

Incomplete
ff. 173-5

1937, (Dec. 26)

10 Gower St

Thanks him for a drawing; comments on the ‘horrible pictures’ of him in the papers; glad that her portrait is going to Paris, Duncan [Grant] told her AJ approved of this.  Last summer she was very ill and ‘very nearly flitted away’.  Comments on Duhamel’s Chroni[qu]es des Pasquier, Joan Grant’s Winged Pharaoh and a new book by Wyndham Lewis.  Recalls seeing WL for the first time outside AJ’s studio in Fitzroy St:  ‘his arrogance is always Pathetic’, and his pictures give her no pleasure.  Sends a red little book to ‘record happy good days’, and another for Dorelia.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
PHILIP MORRELL

ff. 176-7

1920, March 22

Garsington Manor, Oxford

Greatly moved by AJ’s show, not least by Ottoline’s portrait, despite journalists’ description of it as ‘cruel’, but OM ‘rather dreads going to see it’.  Hopes AJ will soon come to see the farm and the pigs.

CEDRIC MORRIS

f. 178

[1930s]

Higham Pound, Stratford St Mary, Suffolk

Thanks for his [letter].  Sends Mary Jewel’s painting, has kept a watercolour for himself:  ‘it is difficult to do anything about naif work’, ‘but it [is] good of its kind’, and MJ needs to ‘make a few pennies’.

J. L. A. MORRIS

f. 179

1959, July 15

Town Clerk’s Office, Tenby, Pembs.

Arrangements for AJ to come to Tenby on July 28 to receive the Freedom of the Borough of Tenby from the Mayor.

f. 180

1959, Dec. 12

Town Clerk’s Office

AJ’s letter to the Mayor was read to the Council, who were delighted that he was coming to ‘put on the record ... the beauty of Carmarthen Bay’.  Has approached the Arts Council, who are ‘interested’ in preparing an exhibition of AJ’s work, but it will take at least 12 months.

MAX MORRIS

f. 181

1929, Nov. 21

5 Old Bond St, London

W. P. Robins will undertake the biting of AJ’s plates, and will call on AJ.  He can also prove the plates.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
Princesse VIOLETTE MURAT

f. 182

1936, July 24

12 avenue d’Eylau, [Paris]

His letter ‘a real joy’, her ill health; glad that Poppet will soon be free, Caroline is still working [towards divorce].  News of Marie-Louise Bousquet and Daisy.

f. 183

1936, Aug. 7

Paris

Heard through Marie-Louise that Dodo and Poppet were coming to Paris on their way to Cannes, VM has sent a telegram asking them to stay.  Personal news.  Would like to come to Fryern but cannot leave Caroline.  Saw Peter Spencer who ‘knew nothing about the Tony incident’.

JEANNE MODIGLIANI NECHTSCHEIN

f. 184

1958, Jan. 27

38 rue de Verneuil, Paris

Writing a biography of her father, Modigliani, particularly interested in his sculpture, from 1903 on.  Asks AJ about his contact with M, and for photographs of any sculptures he might own.

ETHEL NETTLESHIP

f. 185

1955, Dec. 29

177 Kensington High St, [London]

Thanks for the tip.  Has two small drawings by AJ, one of Father and one of Ida, which AJ should have.  Will bring them down in about a fortnight.  Glad they are not coming to Spain, and that Fenella and Simon are going to Fryern:  ‘David isn’t getting enough sleep’.

ff. 186-7

1960, Feb. 11

104a Cheyne Walk, Chelsea

Ursula came home from hospital.  Personal news.  Prof. Fletcher from the University of Reading has asked for a photo of Father, for a book of W. B. Yeats letters, EN mentioned the photo of Father with Ida, which AJ treasures, and AJ’s drawing of Father’s head which she has.

URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 188

1959, Aug. 19

Jenner Ward, Heath Rd., Wing E, Suffolk Hospital, Ipswich

Thanks for AJ’s and Dodo’s letters and books; news of her progress.

22783D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 189

1959, Dec. 3

Jenner Ward

Glad to get his letter, sorry about his cramp-pains.  UN’s hip has broken again, Ethel has been looking after no. 104a.

f. 190

1961, June 1

104A Cheyne Walk

Asks for Robin’s address as the bank want to contact all the nephews about Ethel’s estate; she left debts of £150.

f. 191

1961, July 25

104A Cheyne Walk

Thanks AJ for his generous cheque to cover Ethel’s debts, Dorothy Samuel, sister of Louise Salaman had paid for the funeral, but unwillingly.  Sorry about AJ’s deafness.  Saw that AJ’s drawing of an ‘unidentified’ woman was sold, it was certainly Ida:  ‘I remember that cocks-feather hat (and the aloof look!)’.  UN has his drawing of Father in the music room.

22784D

LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
GORDON NETTLETON

f. 1

[?1953], May 21

35 Pound Ave., Stevenage, Herts.

Thanks for AJ’s drawings of Caroline and the letter he wrote after she died three years ago.  Recalls their visit to AJ.  When in Southampton always looks in the Art Gallery for AJ’s painting of ‘Brigit’.

ROBERT NICHOLLS

ff. 2-4

1927, June 9

Yew Tree House, Winchelsea, Sussex

Sends a play, [Twenty Below]; account of Jim Tully’s career, and RN’s first meeting with him.  Praises the puppet show he saw before coming on to the [Tour] Eiffel, Leigh Henry, who is in charge of it, would be glad to take AJ to meet the Italian puppeteer and his wife.

Feels that in talking to AJ in the café he was ‘a bit hard on our novelist acquaintance’, discusses his relationship with him and the lady now with him, and RN’s love for her.

f. 5

1929, Jan. 6

Yew Tree House

Hopes AJ got the ‘baccy’ and book, thanks him for his companionship on the Berengaria, praises his work as an artist.

ff. 6-7

1929, Oct. 30

2 Norfolk Rd., [London]

Has seen the principal he mentioned, but he is overwhelmed with work at present, uncertainty about the proposed production.  Congratulates AJ on the [Silver] Tassie set, which he saw last night, but criticism of O’Casey’s play.

KIT NICHOLSON

f. 8

1936, Sept. 8

100 Fulham Rd., London

Details of Boyd’s outstanding account in connection with the studio, Library addition and porch.

M. J. HOPE-NICHOLSON

f. 9

[1930s]

More House, 52 Tite St, Chelsea

Thanks for his letter.  Suggests meeting for a drink on Thursday evening.

BREON O’CASEY

f. 10

[?1951]

29 Abbey Gardens, St John’s Wood, [London]

Thanks for his letter.  Praise of the Italian sculptors, Marino Marini and Marizu.  His father tells him that AJ has finished his big composition.

Now working at cleaning four murals by Professor Moira at the Old Bail[e]y.  Hopes AJ saw BO’C’s paintings and liked them, the exhibition closes tomorrow.

f. 11

1951, Oct. 4

29 Abbey Gardens

The Gimpel gallery has none of his work but Mrs Co[o]mbe Tennant has asked him to leave a painting with her for AJ to see.  Mrs CT is able to ‘spot a good picture’ and has a lovely collection.

Comments on Professor Moira, account of BO’C’s work cleaning the murals.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
SEAN O’CASEY

f. 12

1929, Jan. 15

19 Woronzow Rd., St John’s Wood, [London]

Eileen told him of her visit to AJ, asking him to design for The [Silver] Tassie, after her suggesting AJ to C. B. Cochrane [sic].  Asks AJ to forgive her ‘rushing in’; the idea is ‘magnificent’.  Improvement in his health.  Has just read two of Gogarty’s poems about AJ.

f. 13

1929, Feb. 11

19 Woronzow Rd.

Glad to read in his letter that he has left the hotel for the villa.  News of Billy; snow at Villefranche-sur-mer.  SO’C’s current argument with Oliver Gogarty about Yeats’s latest book of poems, The Tower; his visit to Tooth’s, saw none of AJ’s work, but an exhibition by Benois.  No difficulty about AJ’s design for the second act of The Tassie.  Sends a cutting from the Observer, which angered him, and a copy of a letter he has sent to C. B. Cochran.

f. 14

1929, Feb. 20

19 Woronzow Rd.

Is having ‘new teeth planted in my mouth’.  Encloses a cutting from The Era, and a reply from C. B. Cochrane [sic] to SO’C’s letter.  It will be a ‘tremendous thing’ for the Theatre that AJ ‘should stoop to lift it a hell of a lot higher’.

Will go to Duncan Grant’s exhibition.  After ‘inquiring a little’ has found out that [Adrian] Daintrey is ‘not bad’ but very poor, and living ‘somewhere in Bloomsbury’.

f. 15

1948, June 10

Tingrith, Station Rd., Totnes, Devon

Gratified that AJ liked his letter about the Lane pictures and his ‘onslaught on the fossil MacColl’.  AJ’s pictures are still on their wall.  His son Breon, now in the Royal Artillery, wants to be a painter and on leaving the army will begin at the Anglo-French School of Art.

SO’C’s health’; work towards release of IRA prisoners; awaiting proofs of a new play and another biographical volume.

22784D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 16

1951, Aug. 10

Tingrith

Death of Evan Walters.  David Bell of Swansea Art Gallery is arranging an exhibition of EW’s work and will come to see what O’C has.

Last Sept. the family passed through Fordingbridge.  Saw a fine picture of Augustus in a women’s journal.

f. 17

1952, June 12

Tingrith

Hopes Breon ‘didn’t bother [AJ] too much’, hears of AJ’s ‘magnificent paintings’.  Regrets not calling on AJ at Fordingbridge.  Priases AJ’s book, [Chiaroscuro], ‘your account of Gwen was very moving’.  Regrets not having had the ‘chance of going over Europe’ to see works of art.

f. 18

1960, May 16

Flat 3, 40 Trumlands Rd., St Mary Church, Torquay

AJ ‘charming and delightful’ on television, wished more of his pictures had been shown.  Congratulations on [Caspar’s] promotion; recalls a party at Genarro’s when [Caspar]’s ship was departing for China, and being joined by the critic [Paul] Konody.  Hopes Mrs John will ‘have leisure from housework to sit for you again’.

ULICK O’CONNOR

ff. 19-20

1958, Jan. 29

15 Fairfield Park, Highfield Rd., Rathgar, Dublin

Jonathan Cape has writting to AJ about UO’C and his authorised biography of Oliver St John Gogarty, was to have lunched with AJ in Dec.  Hopes to visit AJ at Fordingbridge in Feb.  Noll Gogarty’s recollections of AJ’s visits to Ireland.  Would like to copy AJ’s letters from OG.

MYRTLE OGILVY

ff. 21-2

1929, March 3

196 Mitcham Lane, Streatham, [London]

Offers to sit for him.  She is a music student, and has sat for Mr McMillian and Mr Matthew Smith; [Jacob] Epstein could provide more information about her.

JACQUES O’HANA

f. 23

1959, March 16

O’Hana Gallery, 13 Carlos Place, London

Thanks for his letter of last week, hopes he is better after his ‘little accident’, and that he will decide to have an exhibition in this gallery.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
LEO O’HEA, S. J.

f. 24

1941, Sept. 19

Campion Hall, Oxford

Replies to AJ’s letter to Father D’Arcy, who has just left for America.  Has forwarded the letter to him.  They look forward to the picture coming next week, it will hang in the dining hall and be a lasting association with ‘my very dear friend Henry [John]’.

JAN OIWIACKI

f. 25

1942, Oct. 24

London

Failed to get AJ on the telephone, returns his Paul Valéry, with two presents.

OLDBOURNE PRESS

f. 26

1961, Oct. 13

121-8 Fleet St, London

Have taken over George Rainbird Ltd and their stock of books, including the volume devoted to AJ’s works.  Asks approval for Sir John Rothenstein to reproduce 9 pictures (listed).

M. ONDE

ff. 27-8

1946, Sept. 30

Grand Hotel de Provence, Saint-Rémy-de-Provence

Thanks for the card.  News of M. ?Steinilber and M. Tallet.  Personal news.  Suggests AJ sends a drawing, and MO will send 99 souvenirs of Provence, in the form of oil or wine.  Braque’s exhibition at Avignon.

French
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IVAN OPFER

ff. 29-30

?1930

5 Ladbrooke Gardens, London

In 1922, AJ wrote him introductions to Northcliffe and Beaverbrook, but because IO returned to Denmark and then New York.  Asks him to repeat the favour as he wishes to get work drawing for one of the papers.

Came over from Paris to paint an Australian banker, Sam Copley, but was let down.  Now has a 4-month old son.  Sorry to hear from Tommy Earp that AJ was not well.

A. R. ORAGE

f. 31

1933, Aug. 22

The New English Weekly, 38 Cursitor St, London

Admires his portrait of [Clifford] Douglas, even from the photo, thanks for permission to reproduce it.

CUTHBERT ORDE

f. 32

1959, May 1

1 Durham Place, Chelsea

Copy of a letter sent to The Times, praising AJ’s painting of Dorelia reproduced in The Times.

IRIS ORIGO

f. 33

[?1948], Oct. 19

Savoy Hotel, London

AJ in his ‘nice letter’ about her book, War in Val d’Orcia last year, said that he would like to do another drawing of her.  Now here for a short visit, if he would like to undertake the commission.

GINO ORSI

ff. 34-5

1924, Oct. 17

Hotel Continental, Stresa, [Italy]

Asks for AJ’s help after his friend, E. Rowley Smart, left the hotel without paying his bill.

JAMES O’SHAUGHNESSY

ff. 36-7

[?1920s]

1 Harstonge Place, Limerick, Ireland

Sends a drawing of AJ and asks his opinion of it.

22784D
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PAGE, GULLIFORD & GREGORY

f. 38

1955, July 15

9-10 Portland St, Southampton

Thanks for his willingess to assign copyright in ‘Port du Bouc’ to the Southampton Corporation.  Asks him to grant the same in respect of two drawings by him, ‘Large Nude’ and ‘Small Nude’, purchased from Philip Granville.

MARY PAKENHAM

f. 39

[?1930s]

50 Glebe Place, [London]

Invites him to her house tomorrow.

ARNOLD PALMER

ff. 40-1

1930, Jan. 26

The Rosery, Exning, Newmarket

A few weeks ago AP forwarded an invitation for AJ to send to the next Carnegie Institute International Exhibition at Pittsburgh in Oct.  The American papers considered the British section the success of the 1929 show.

ff. 42-3

1930, Feb. 2

The Rosery

Has failed to contact AJ by telephone, AP will now be away for 10 days, but anxious that AJ and Gwen John should send to the Pittsburgh International Exhibition this year.

f. 44

1959, July 26

The Grange, Yattendon, nr Newbury

Had meant to write in early May, to tell AJ of his delight at the two portraits at the Academy.
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f. 45

1961, March 15

The Grange

His pleasure and excitement [?at seeing AJ’s work at Tooth’s gallery].  Recalls writing a foreword at the beginning of the war to a catalogue of AJ’s work shown at the National Gallery.  Refutes [Pierre] Jeanneret’s view that AJ may be ‘forgotten’ perhaps he means that any artist not constantly exhibiting work must be forgotten.  Similarly, recalls buying a Berthe Morisot drypoint, in Paris for a guinea, whilst in the same portfolio ‘greatly inferior etchings’ were priced at £20 and £30, ‘the work of men now being pushed by the Vollards of today’.

FRANCIS N. BEAUFORT-PALMER

f. 46

1957, March 11

2 Rosary Gardens, London

Writes as executor of Alick [Schepeler], his wife is glad to have the reproduction of AJ’s drawing of Alick in the large hat and the unsigned drawing of her.  Much fuss because AS left her ‘tiny savings’ to the RSPCA for cats; is doing his best to give things to Katie and to Freda Block.  AS’s ‘rather ... miserable time’ after leaving the Illustrated London News, and pain in the last year or two, before her sudden death.

SYDNEY H. PAVIÈRE

f. 47

1959, June 22

Harris Museum & Art Gallery, Preston

Thanks for agreeing to pass copyright to them in the painting ‘Dorelia’, purchased from the Royal Academy Exhibition.  SHP is retiring in Oct., to become Hon. Curator of Rufford Old Hall, but his successor, Miss Helena Gibbon, would welcome AJ if he visited the Gallery.

ARTHUR PENN

f. 48

1948, May 27

Buckingham Palace

The Queen was interested by AJ’s large oil at the Leicester Galleries, and suggests that he might adapt the design as a cartoon for a tapestry panel to be commissioned by her.

JAMES PERCEVAL

f. 49

1932, Sept. 27

Royal College of Art, Students’ Common Room, Queen’s Gate, [London]

Since art schools are ‘ghastly holes’, it would help if AJ could visit occasionally, if only to judge in a sketch club exhibition.
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PATRICK L. PHILLIPS

f. 50

1957, Aug. 26

The Leicester Galleries, Leicester Square, London

Has not had a reply from AJ to his note asking if he wishes to revise the present price of £500 for the painting of Caitlin Thomas.  Suggests an exhibition of AJ’s work, since none has been held there since May 1948.

W. E. PHILLIPS

f. 51

1951, Dec. 21

50 St Clair Ave. West, Toronto, Canada

Delight at the arrival of the portrait of Doris, at first did not think it much like her, but now it grows upon him; Doris’s ‘delightful memories’ of her stay at Fordingbridge.  Treasures the two smaller works, including the portrait of the girl with red hair.

f. 52

1956, Dec. 3

50 St Clair Ave. West

Received AJ’s last letter, delighted to know that Johnson’s man in London took the paintings, and is going to have them varnished, framed and sent out.  Has only just received AJ’s letter about his publisher, who seems ‘unwilling to embark more capital until he clears his investment in the first book’.  Agrees with AJ that the book would be more saleable with the 100 drawings, wonders if AJ would pay part or all of the cost of the art work.  Looks forward to the arrival of the three paintings.

WOGAN PHILIPPS

f. 53

[c.1952-3], March 13

Butler’s Farm, Coleborne, Cheltenham, Glos.

Nice of AJ to write about Cristina, ‘devoured by cancer for several years’, she sends her love.

PICTURE POST

f. 54

1956, Feb. 13

43-4 Shoe Lane, London

Thanks for his patience last Thursday evening.  The editor, Lionel Birch, would be happy to publish an article by AJ on the persecution of gypsies.  Suggests coming down to discuss this and to show him the photographs which Haywood Magee took last year.
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f. 55

1956, May 9

43-4 Shoe Lane

Thanks for his letter and article, ‘Move on!’, which they cannot use for lack of space.

HUGO PITMAN

f. 56

[c.1959-60], May 10

Willmount, Ballingarry, Thurles, co. Tipperary

Delighted to get AJ’s letter and to know they will soon meet again.  Longs to see the painting of Reine that AJ has found, is sure she will ‘supply her "hands"‘.  News of Jemima’s musical activities.  Visit to Vera Hone, ‘old Joe’s going has been a great shock to her’, and she would appreciate a short note from AJ.

Incomplete
VLADIMIR POLOVIN

f. 57

[1929], Nov. 19

1 Riverside, Chiswick Mall, [London]

Mr G. Sherwood Foster has asked VP to see AJ about his design for scenery at the Chelsea Art Club Ball.

GEORGE POPOFF

ff. 58-9

1928, Nov. 19

15 West Halkin St, Belgrave Sq., [London]

As a friend of Robin [John], attempts to explain why RJ has decided to leave GP and ‘plunge into the University at the eleventh hour’; has the highest opinion of RJ, his intelligence, and ‘linguistic genius’.  GP had not enough English work for him to do, and encouraged him to go.

Incomplete
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ff. 60-1

1929, Aug. 7

15 West Halkin St

Robin has gone abroad for a few weeks.  GP has presented RJ to the Chairman of Putnam & Co in the hopes he will get translation work from them, in addition to what GP could arrange.  His high opinion of RJ, but suggests AJ has a ‘few delicate words’ with him about his laziness, and fondness for the ‘kind of spirit that is kept in bottles’.

f. 62

1933, Feb. 5

15 West Halkin St

Thanks AJ for his letter, relieved that he did not object to GP expressing his opinion about Robin, and that AJ has taken up the matter of RJ’s future, even with the Prime Minister.  Suggests that RJ is most suited for some literary or historical work on a weekly or monthly journal.

Count GEOFFREY POTOCKI

ff. 63-4

1932, Dec. 7

Thakeham

Christmas greetings.  Poem card:  Blue Moon Poem for Christmas 1932.

JOHN COWPER POWYS

ff. 65-6

1955, Nov. 28

1 Waterloo, Blaenau Ffestiniog, N. Wales

His pleasure at AJ’s visit, ‘like being Taliesin ... visited by Merlin and Vivian’.  AJ neither describes nor imitates Nature but realizes her intentions.  He and Phyllis Playter will not forget the visit and hope they will return.

ff. 67-8

1955, Dec. 14

1 Waterloo

Thrilled to get his letter and to hear that AJ’s last drawing may be reproduced in the Sunday Times.  JCP has always said that Theodore [Powys] is ‘far the most Original of us all’, [Clarence Seward] Darrow, ‘one of the most formidable Lawyer-Advocates there has ever been’, agreed.

Glad to hear that AJ, ‘one of the 3 Great Men of my life on earth’, is getting pleasure from A Glastonbury Romance.  They could see the Tor from the vicarage at Montacute where JCP’s father was vicar.  Llewelyn [Powys]’s passion for Breughel; urges AJ to ask Gamel to lend him something by Llewelyn.
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ff. 69-70

1956, Jan. 4

1 Waterloo

Thrilled to hear from AJ and that he has been reading A Glastonbury Romance, ‘which was written in Hotels all over the United States, out of a sort of Home-Sickness gone to the head’.  Recalls seeing the Tor from Montacute, now he has only one brother and three sisters left out of six boys and five girls.  Prays AJ will not ‘miss another boat’.

ff. 71-2

1956, Dec. 22

1 Waterloo

Grateful for the reproduction of the portrait of JCP.

CHANTAL QUENNEVILLE

f. 73

[?1928]

c/o Kapp, 25 Randolph Crescent, [London]

Not very kind of AJ not to come at all; asks him to come to see her pictures, [?at the Redfern gallery], sends two [invitation] cards.

French
ff. 74-9

1945, Jan. 29

L’Ermitage, Lantosque, A[lpes]-M[aritimes]

Since correspondence became possible again, she has received no letters from England, although Bruce had sent one via a friend from the Daily Express, who was coming to Paris, and a telegram in Nov.  Has heard nothing since and wonders if he is all right.  If she does not hear soon from AJ she will send a telegram.

Since the ‘disastrous armistice’, because of Claire’s deteriorating nervous and mental state, she could not come to England.  Cannot paint because of a shortage of materials, heard from Bruce that AJ had tried to send her some; had sent him a poem.  Bruce’s account of AJ’s claustrophobia, he must feel like a caged leopard in such a small island, (‘l’île anglaise’).  Asks after Mrs John, Vivi[e]n and Caspar.

Has decided to instal Claire in a nursing home for insulin treatment, hopes she will then be able to make plans.  Sends eight of her poems (ff. 75v-9v).

French
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JOHN QUINN

ff. 80-4

1913, July 12-15

31 Nassau St, New York

Got back from Albany last night, received AJ’s cable about the draft, to which Mr Watson of JQ’s office replied, the draft was sent to Parkstone.

Acquittal of Judge Cohalan.  Huneker had come back for a couple of weeks but is returning to London soon.

Thanks for AJ’s second cable, glad he got the draft, enjoyed his letter of the 4th from 181A King’s Rd:  ‘it’s a damned outrage’ that Chenil thinks he is ‘in on the commission’.  News of the fight against duty on books and on art.

Delighted to hear that [J.D.] Innes is better:  role of the teeth and stomach in causing illness.  Comments on Lady Constance, Kuhn, and ‘Billy’ Shelley.  Is sending a cable to AJ at Bala to reserve his cartoon at the New English [Art Club] for £80.  ‘Attracted’ by AJ’s account of the Gauguin ceiling, painted on boards, would be glad to pay the 5000F for it if genuine.  Cannot afford the Persian rug.  If the Senate’s amendment of 25% duty is enacted, would want AJ to send the ‘Mumpers’ and ‘Forza et Amore’ before that so as to pay 15% only.  Sends regards to Innes.

‘MARY H.R.’

ff. 85-6

1926, July 5

On board S.S. Olympic

It was marvellous seeing AJ, hopes to see him again, would like to show him plans of the ‘loggia’.  Urges him to ‘leave hard drinking to me’.  Wonders why he is ‘taking delight in "pen and inking" Lesbians’.

ff. 87-8

[1928]

Grassland, The Plains, V[irgini]a

His ‘welcome note’ about his ‘mosaic friend’ [Boris Anrep] reached her, asks him to wire to 152 East 40th St and ‘Toughy, Bori (Lucrezia), Charlie MacArthur and I’ will give him a good time.  Loves Gogarty’s poem about AJ and his picture of G.

GEORGE RAINBIRD

f. 89

1956, Jan. 6

35 Montagu Square, [London]

All is settled:  ‘Brinsley [Ford] retires ... and the book becomes your own personal selection’ of pictures.

News of Alick Schepeler’s terminal illness.  Enjoyed his meeting with AJ, ‘not the less for your explosion with Brinsley’.  Delighted that AJ intends to ‘tackle the Dorelia lithograph’.

ff. 90-1

1956, Nov. 20

11 Charlotte St, London

Hopes AJ approves of the prints of the cartoon in his garden studio; choice of drawings for the book [Fifty-Two Drawings (1957)], suggests ‘the little drawing of Professor Nettleship’.  Suggests a special edition of 150 signed copies.
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ff. 92-5

1956, Nov. 31

11 Charlotte St

Had awaited a complete financial statement before replying, can not extend the book beyond 52 drawings, already four more than agreed; GR is already committed to nearly £5000 in production of the book, and he must charge 10 guineas for it.  Suggests a second volume if the first pays its way; can do no more than include a couple of simple line drawings now.  Has found the book of Watman or Ingres drawing paper dated 1821 and will send it down.

Appended:  (f. 95) typescript note by AJ, dated March 1957, being draft foreword to the book.

ff. 96-7

1958, Jan. 13

11 Charlotte St

Note of copies of [Fifty-two drawings] sent to AJ’s friends, and invoice.

TRELAWNEY DAYRELL REED

ff. 98-9

1946, Nov. 16

West Parley, Wimborne Minister, Dorset

Defends Wade-Evans against AJ’s dismissal of him as a ‘layman’:  ‘He is a very grand old man ... without arrogance ... When you return you should make it your business to ... draw him - he deserves that the National Library [of Wales] should have his portrait - crowned with humming birds!’  He always sends offprints to TDR.  Impressions of the Welsh from reading Wales, Wade-Evans’s analysis of Welsh character.

ff. 100-1

1946, Dec. 6

West Farley

AJ’s ‘optimistic appeal to reason’ in the Times apprised him of his return, TDR had said the same to Kendrick.  Encloses a letter, unfinished because of fog.  Comments on ?Bruce Blunt and his girlfriend.  Suggests they meet:  ‘the unfortunate fact that we both go to bed at 7 makes it very difficult’, so suggests AJ comes to lunch.

ff. 102-3

[?1947], Sept. 28

West Parley

Sorry to hear of AJ’s ‘catastrophe’, hopes the X-ray will show no serious damage.  TDR was luckier when he had a fall recently.  [Brian] Vesey Fitzgerald is talking about TDR’s book on the Home Service on Wednesday:  ‘I thought snakes and snails were his speciality but he can’t do worse than Mr Wainwright’, in his article in Antiquity.  Spends tomorrow in Dorchester.  A late Saxon angel found in the tower of Stinsford Church.
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ff. 104-5

1947, Dec. 1

West Parley

Pleased to get his letter and find their views identical; discussion of a design in a carving TDR thinks is Romano-British, Tom Kendrick’s comment on it; the R[oyal] C[ommission] on Historical Monuments, Hawkes, Miss Taylor of Oxford and Piggott of Edinburgh all ‘plump for a date late in XVIII [century]’, their tendency to ‘consign any difficult object to this period, they use it as an oubliette’.  Encloses another copy of the photograph.

f. 106

[?1947], Dec. 30

Poem by TDR on ‘The Colliton Carvings’.

f. 107

1948, Jan. 12

West Parley

Has ‘the final solution of the Colliton horned bas-relief:  it represents a divinity:  Cernunnos and Apollo and Mercury’, its importance for the cultural history of Britain.  Thanks for his letter, glad he likes the poem, enjoyed the evening with AJ, Dodo, Poppet and Tristram [sic].

ff. 108-9

1949, Dec. 14

West Parley

Thanks for the copy of the Delphic Review:  praises AJ’s article in it.  Will try to visit but is ‘damned immobile’ despite ‘perfect health physically’.  Encloses a poem.

f. 110

1952, Feb. 3

West Parley

Sympathy for AJ ‘tottering under the burden of parental responsibility’.  Provisional arrangements for Thursday evening, AJ could bring his prospective son-in-law.

f. 111

[?1950s]

West Parley

Sorry AJ didn’t come, TDR’s ‘beastly’ drive from Basingstoke to Bagshot; a grand thunderstorm; difficulties of visiting since TDR, like AJ, likes to get to bed early.  Jim Russell and his sister are charming, Sachie and Georgie [Sitwell] did not make it, but TDR met Wilfrid [J.W.] Blunt.
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DOMINIC REEVE

f. 112

[?1961], June 14

c/o Tony Weare, 37 The Bickerley, Ringwood, Hampshire

Thanks for his letter.  Ringwood RDC representatives came to them on AJ’s ground in the first week of March.  According to the new Caravan Law, they had stayed 4½ months too long; interference in the life of the individual.  If officials were told Beshlie was AJ’s model they would probably give a permit.

Has had to give up writing to make a living by scrap-iron collecting, at present with some Welsh Romanies.

C. H. REILLY

f. 113

1932, April 28

The Liverpool School of Architecture, Liverpool University

Returned from Spain, missed Romilly at Granada.  Visited the Tate Library this morning and was flattered by AJ’s portrait, sends an extract from a letter about it from Garmon Jones, Sampson’s successor [as University Librarian].  Invites AJ to open their Annual Exhibition on July 1 or 2, and make the presentation to CHR, at the Bluecoat Buildings, since the Walker Art Gallery is being rebuilt.

f. 114

1932, July 12,

71 Bedford St, Liverpool

Glad AJ liked the photograph of the portrait.  Good that he would like CHR and his wife as neighbours, they hope to buy a house.  The photo of the portrait was reproduced in the national weeklies and Manchester Guardian, and The Architect.

‘LA RENAISSANCE DE L’ART’

f. 115

1929, Sept. 16

11 rue Royale, Paris

Having seen a reproduction of a portrait by AJ in The Studio, would like to publish an article on his work in their magazine.
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KEIDRYCH RHYS

f. 116

1956, Aug. 15

40 Heath St, Hampstead, London

Thanks for his letter, received on return from the Aberdare Eisteddfod.  Will send him a little paragraph ‘to make amends’, stating that ‘Fryern isn’t exactly a fortress’.  Delighted to hear there is more Autobiography coming.  A TV company which KR is advising had a letter to AJ, addressed to Tite St, returned marked, ‘NOT KNOWN’!  Suggests AJ writes to Ross Television, who are trying to get ‘the best talent available in Wales and the West of England’.  Has not translated AJ’s Welsh Romani superscription yet.

f. 117

1959, March 16

40 Heath St

Has put AJ to trouble, but everything is being set as he wishes, the stuff is ‘both important and exciting’, encloses proofs.

Suggests he and his wife call on AJ at Fordingbridge rather than London.

Has asked the printer to make 3 facsimile blocks of AJ’s handwritten opening, to make his architectural views have some effect.  [See Wales, n.s. vol. 7 (March 1959), pp. 6-14].

f. 118

1960, May 11

40 Heath St

Has just been given AJ’s letter of March.  KR’s wife has just returned from Queen Mary’s Maternity Home where she lost a son.

Had trebled the circulation of Wales, and had a lot of advertising booked, but ‘got double-crossed all along the way’.  Account of the Tudor Press and the Leicester printer winning an action against KR.  Various groups have been trying to buy the title Wales from him; asks if AJ has been asked to sign a letter of appeal to the Press.

DIEGO RIVERA

ff. 119-20

1957, June 25

Palmas y Alta Vista 191, San Angel Inn, D.F. Mexico

Asks him to add his voice to the demand for the immediate suspension of atomic bomb tests, for three years at the very least, as a step towards prohibition of atomic arms.
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JO PITT-RIVERS

ff. 121-2

1959, Feb. 12

as from 77 Cadogan Gardens, [London]

Account of her researches into a ‘little panel’ which appears to be another copy version of a lost picture by Van Eyck, quite possibly earlier than the ‘fac-simile’ by Van Haecht of 1628, entitled ‘A Lady at her Toilet’.

OLIVE RIVERS

ff. 123-5

[1950], Nov. 7

136(A) Walton Rd., East Molesey, Surrey

Encloses a copy (f. 127) of a letter sent to the New[s] Chronicle in support of the gypsies.  The theatre has become ‘a morrass of degeneration’; criticism of the Arts Council for supporting a ‘miserable exhibition’; everywhere the cheap and nasty is presented at the expense of beauty.  Has been trying to create a Friendly Society for artists, and a co-operative plan for obtaining advance support for the theatre, asks AJ for support.

f. 126

[?1951], Sept. 30

136(A), Walton Rd

Account of a visit to an art shop on Wimbledon Hill.  Sees the ‘same atrocities’ in music, variety and drama as in the field of art, a non-profit-making management should take them over.

HOWARD ROBERTS

f. 127

1958, June 14

Imperial Buildings, 69/74, St Mary St, Cardiff

He and his father enjoyed their visit on Thursday to AJ’s studio.  The painting he has loaned will be ‘a splendid addition to the Festival Exhibition’, will take it to London to be framed next week.  Asks for advice on pricing, and for a title.

f. 128

1960, April 29

Imperial Buildings

When HR and his wife visited AJ last year he promised some drawings to show in their gallery.  They are arranging a ‘very nationalistic’ exhibition, ‘Welsh Names in Art’, in honour of the National Eisteddfod being held in Cardiff, and would like to show some of AJ’s drawings as ‘the highlight of the exhibition’.
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JOAN ROBERTS

f. 129

1960, March10

Imperial Buildings, 69/74 St Mary St, Cardiff

They hope to attend AJ’s opening at Tooth’s on Tuesday.  Envies Tooth’s, people in Wales keep asking her and her husband to have a show of AJ’s work at their gallery, asks if they could show some in June, when they have an all Welsh exhibition at the same time as the Festival of Music at Llandaff Cathedral.  Her husband could collect pictures in London.

T. OSBORNE ROBINSON

f. 130

1929, Aug. 4

Odell House, 11 Broadway, Northampton

On behalf of Northampton Town and County Art Society, asks AJ to open their annual exhibition on 23 Nov.

JAMES ROE

f. 131

1933, Aug.

Treasury Chambers, Whitehall, London

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have appointed AJ a Trustee of the Tate Gallery for a period of seven years.

JOHN ROTHENSTEIN

ff. 132-3

1941, June 21

(Worcester College, Oxford), as from Waterside House, Upton-on-Severn, Worcs.

Just received his letter of the 7th, AJ’s praise of his introduction to the Phaidon book gave him great pleasure.  Will send for the photographs AJ has brought to Tite St, will arrange with Phaidon about photographing the pictures he mentions, including the two portraits now nearing completion.  A list of proposed plates is being compiled for AJ’s inspection.  Has just had a flying visit to London but will be back shortly, suggests they both talk to Phaidon’s director, ‘a highly intelligent chap’.

Greatly enjoyed AJ’s last autobiographical fragment, especially his portraits of McEvoy and Conder.

f. 134

1945, July 4

The Tate Gallery, London

Had borrowed the photographs on behalf of the Phaidon Press, who are responsible for their return; will go through those not yet returned to check if they include the one to which AJ refers.
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WILLIAM ROTHENSTEIN

ff. 135-6

1907, March 25

11 Oak Hill Park, Hampstead

Delay before they can move into the new abode, then must visit his mother, who has not been well.  Will join AJ about the end of next week.  McEvoy’s description of a ‘grand’ picture [by AJ], McEvoy is ‘a true friend’.

Has hung [pictures of] AJ and Ida in the new house, asks him to have some of AJ’s ‘lovely drawings’ of Ida photographed:  ‘she will always live on in your drawings’, her ‘grace and loveableness’.

Hopes to see Gwenn [sic] when he comes over this time.  Hears of people ‘clamouring for [AJ’s] babies’, expects David will come to Wigmore St.

Has a show at the Carfax now ending:  ‘a cold affair, 15 paintings all unsold and a few drawings gone out of many’.

f. 137

1911, May 31

11 Oak Hill Park

Pleased by his praise, the drawings are better because he found himself in a place where he could draw a man from head to foot, not only ‘above the collar’.  AJ does not suffer as much as WR from ‘this disgust of broad cloth shoulders’, and has ‘the peerless Dorelia’ for inspiration.  Just leaving for Devonshire to do some painting, will come to see AJ’s work on his return.

f. 138

[?1925]

The Athenaeum

Thanks for his ‘kind and cheering letter’.  Has been a neighbour of Henry [John] these last weeks and ‘broken many lances’ with him.  WR has overtaxed his strength and must restrict his activities, though hopes to ‘get a few more years of drawing and painting’.  AJ’s work is still very precious to him.  Is giving John [Rothenstein] 120 drawings to reproduce in a big book on WR’s portraits, including the one of AJ made about 1896-7.  Hears [AJ’s portrait of Mme] Suggia is at the Tate.
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f. 139

1927, Nov. 23

13 Airlie Gardens, Campden Hill, Kensington [London]

Has been tidying up and going through old letters, AJ’s ‘make wonderful reading’, and Ida’s are ‘the most beautiful one can read’.  Invites AJ to supper to talk again.

Interested in Henry [John]’s ‘learned contribution to the Enemy’.  [Wyndham] Lewis is ‘astonishing’, ‘defending Greek thought and Catholicism, against the Goliath of modern anarchy, ... what fun to see the rout of the wolves who think in packs’.

Invites AJ and Dorelia to visit one evening.  At the Tate the other day saw AJ’s paintings of Dorelia in the garden, Robin, Suggia and the Smiling Brogdingnagian, ‘and that enchanting and witty fairyland of the pawnbroker, the plumber and publican’, which should be in the Dáil not at Millbank.

ff. 140-1

1929, May 4

Royal College of Art, South Kensington, London

The show at Tooths was not worthy of AJ’s powers, but at the R.A. after ‘some dismay at the tortured and racked paint’, the [portraits of the] two men began to grow on him, they ‘embody extraordinary dramatic suggestion’.

ff. 142-3

1930, March 27

Royal College of Art

Usually goes straight home from work, suggests AJ dine with them one evening.  Has been writing some memories, up to 1898, ‘ending up with you and your Slade days’.  Always delighted to see AJ’s work, saw a lovely ‘blond lady’ at Evan Charteris’s, and hears of a ‘fine portrait of Lord d’Abernon’.

f. 144

[c.1930-1]

13 Airlie Gardens, London

They were going to meet but then WR went for his annual ‘Kur’ at Easter, ‘so as to get a full summer’s painting’, has not been ‘out with my colour box for 5 years’.  Caught a cold on his return, but now fit again, would like to see AJ.  Has been reading AJ’s old letters:  ‘how splendidly baroque their improvisation’, AJ is ‘a born writer’.  Ida’s letters are ‘lovely and fresh as flowers’.  In his spare time WR is writing of those days, will not turn AJ into ‘a poor Leigh Hunt’.  Hears that AJ is painting WR’s neighbour, Montagu Norman.

f. 145

1932, May 18

13 Airlie Gardens

Has not heard whether AJ got the copies of letters WR sent.  His ‘task is done’, is ‘not likely to use the pen again’.  His painting has not brought the ‘genial comments’ he has had about his writing.  No one but AJ thinks that his [AJ’s] reputation has suffered, sorry if he still harbours a grievance, will always delight in AJ’s box, and is ‘not likely to be a dangerous person in future’.

22784D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 146

1935, June 27

13 Airlie Gardens

Told that AJ is angry with him; shares his sorrow at the death of Henry [John], the one of AJ’s sons that WR knew best, his mind was ‘acute and sensitive’.

A. L. ROWSE

f. 147

1948, Oct. 31

All Souls College, Oxford

Sorry that ‘Uncle Jonathan (Cape) has got in before me’ but congratulates him:  it will be wonderful book.  Would like to see the American book [by Alden Brooks] on ‘Shakespeare and the Dyer’s Hand’.

f. 148

[1950, Sept.]

All Souls College

Is dashing off to Spain for the whole of Sept., but could put in some sittings for AJ at his London studio in Oct. or Nov.  Lord and Lady De L’Isle and Dudley of Penshurst would like to be drawn by him, separate portraits, ‘like your masterly one of Humphrey Sumner’.  Everybody is struck by the Summer portrait, ‘as fine a thing as you have ever done’.  Suggests getting in touch when he gets back from Spain.  Looks forward to the Autobiography.

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS

f. 149

1929, Nov. 4

Piccadilly, London

If AJ could get his Diploma work in some time this month, his Diploma could be signed by the king before Dec. 5, when the list of the Council for 1930 will be settled.  Hopes he will agree to serve.

f. 150

1930, April 11

Piccadilly

The President and Council thank him for his oil painting, ‘Portrait of a Young Man’, which they accept as his Diploma work.  Asks him to present the copyright in it to the Academy, he will be informed when the King has signed his Diploma and AJ’s election can be completed.

22784D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 151

1956, Aug. 10

Piccadilly

Thanks for his letter of July 31, delighted that they may have the early ‘Self portrait’ and one of Dorelia, [all by Gwen John] for the Exhibition of British Portraits, and accepts his offer of the drawing of Winifred.  Asks for insurance values.

The other self-portrait he mentions will be ineligible if post 1914.  They will try for another drawing or two from AJ’s son, Edwin, then ‘Gwen John will have her rightful place in the exhibition’.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART

f. 152

1959, June 29

South Kensington, [London]

Details of Convocation to be held on July 10, where AJ will be presented as Senior Fellow.

f. 153

1961, May 31

South Kensington

Invitation to convocation.

BERTRAND RUSSELL

f. 154

1936, Aug. 14

Telegraph House, Harting, Petersfield

Pleased to accept his invitation to luncheon on Sunday, but thinks his children, and his wife if she is well enough, should go to the sea, and call for him after the sitting.

f. 155

1958, Oct. 1

Plas Penrhyn, Penrhyndeudraeth, Merioneth

Thanks for his letter of 24 Sept.  Would be delighted to pose for AJ if he could come to North Wales; the Portmeirion Hotel will be closed, but other accommodation could be found.  ‘Apart from any question of portraiture, it would be a great pleasure to see you’.

f. 156

1959, Sept. 3

Plas Penrhyn

Glad to receive his letter of 1 Sept. and to know AJ still hopes to make a drawing, though BR has to be away throughout Sept.

22784D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 157

1960, Feb. 1

Plas Penrhyn

Thanks for his letter of 9 Jan.  It will be better to arrange sittings here after the end of April; although he will be in London in Feb. he, like AJ, will be less free then.

f. 158

1960, Sept. 25

Plas Penrhyn

As events move so rapidly, convinced that a programme of civil disobedience is needed for the effectiveness of the campaign [for nuclear disarmament].  ‘A Committee of 100’ is being formed for civil disobedience and asks AJ to join.

JOHN RUSSELL

ff. 159-61

1952, May 2

14 Percy St, [London]

Would have written before but for the ‘delays provoked by our brusque encounter with Mr Hoddinott’.  The motor was only released after midnight and they had to put up at an hotel; but loved their visit to AJ.

Having read several of AJ’s Horizon passages, feels that many ‘delightful passages’ were left out:  ‘How could you excise your Uncle Alfred, for instance?’  Offers to list passages to be re-incorporated, and to type any further work, ‘such services ... being thrown in with the rent of Percy Street’.

Wonders if Helen Yourievitch could use the studio in Charlotte St, as she has nowhere to work.

Spoke to Brooke about the Leonardo exhibition, he thought it would go on for some time.

f. 162

1952, May 8

Travellers’ Club, Pall Mall, London

Thanks for his letter, is getting on with the Horizon searches, the editor has just been staying in Percy St:  ‘He and his wife dumbfounded Madame Torrance by the number and violence of their altercations’, and ‘wiping his mouth on the sheets after breakfasting off my ostrich eggs’.

Mr Hoddinott has ‘most ungallantly accused Helen of reckless driving’, and they shall probably have to appear at the Assizes.  Helen is overjoyed at the idea of working in Charlotte St, asks what is the fee.

ff. 163-4

1955, Oct. 25

Travellers’ Club

30 or 40 people have written to ask if they could have copies of the photograph of the Schweitzer drawing.  The Editor [of the Sunday Times] offers to pay £50 for reproduction [in the newspaper] and to handle all reproduction rights at 50% to AJ.  JR suggests he asks for £100 outright instead, rather than giving the Sunday Times world rights, which would mean them getting 50% of Life’s fee.  Will telephone tomorrow for AJ’s decision.

22784D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 165

1959, Dec. 16

The Sunday Times, Thomson House, 200 Gray’s Inn Rd., London

Asks for a message of encouragement from AJ to launch the Children’s Art competition.  Encloses a list of suitable subjects for AJ to mark any he likes or dislikes.  They hope to announce the competition on Dec. 27 or Jan. 3.  ‘Preparations for Matthew [Smith]’s show are gathering speed’.  Account of a teetotal lunch with Francis Halliday, the President of the Royal Academy and Humphrey Brooke, which would ‘certainly have astonished Matthew’.

Incomplete
f. 166

[?1960, Le Havre]

Delighted with AJ’s letter, will go along to the gallery.  The Editor of the Sunday Times suggests that AJ sells them a drawing, to be put up for sale in the paper’s name.  Adrian could take it back when he comes down with the children’s drawings.  Had not intended to dress AJ down about Mary Keene.

f. 167

1960, May 14

The Sunday Times

In JR’s absence, confusion arose over the Barbirolli drawing, and the owner of the paper gave £500 to the London Library instead of presenting a work of art to the Sale, and then ‘jibbed at ... further expenditure on behalf of an institution with which he is not ... much in sympathy’.  But Mr Bean, manager of the Festival Hall, would like to acquire the drawing.

The book Dodo sent back was for her and AJ, and JR will return it.  He [and his wife] enjoyed their day with them and JR was impressed with the amendments to the 3 panels.

Last week Roald Dahl, ‘the enigmatic story-teller’, told them that Mary Keene had ‘unearthed a large cache of Matthews’, so JR will tell Halliday to ‘lacquer his bootees’ and hopes to get ‘the cream of them into the Academy show’ [of Matthew Smith’s works].

Looks forward to AJ’s appearance on television this evening.

f. 168

1960, May 27

The Sunday Times

The Barbirolli drawing was received ‘with high glee’ by the manager of the Festival Hall.
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LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
Lord SALISBURY

f. 1

1953, Feb. 12

Hatfield House, Hatfield, Herts

Thanks for AJ’s letter, will take up with the authorities of the University of Liverpool the recognition of Dora Yates’s work on the Gypsies.

f. 2

1957, Sept. 24

Hatfield House

Thanks for AJ’s letter, he will do what he can about Miss Yates.

JOHN SAMPSON

ff. 3-4

1904, (Dec. 26)

Woodward wants to buy some of AJ’s etchings.  JS would have given his ‘immortal soul’ to see AJ’s work at the New English [Art Club].  Went to see the Gypsies last Thursday with two young friends, JS ‘improvised verses on the late Mr Bellamy, who drove us to the tents a few Xmas’s ago’.  Gave Aros [Robinson] Conder’s old top coat; saw Flora Elphinstone, who asked after AJ.  Appends a ‘Christmas hymn’ entitled ‘The Thimble Rigger’ [see Sampson’s In Lighter Moments (1934) p. 44]; has written a ‘few indecent songs lately, for my own amusement’.

The Reillys talk of going to see AJ:  ‘He is a white man not a bloody mulatto like Simp’, but his wife ‘can’t draw, though she does’.

Plans a new Shakespeare edition, with Raleigh text based on first folio.

Copy
ff. 5-6

[1905, Sept.-Oct.]

Rejoiced to get AJ’s letter.  Greetham had already sold the Golzenberger for £2.15.0 to a hotel proprietor, Henrichsohn, of Duke St, who would not sell for £20.

Would love to have seen Munni and Croisette.  Critics’ comments on [AJ’s] ‘Portrait of a Young Man’.  The arrest of Linion and Kenza [Boswell] ‘for robbing the king’s highway’, the constable’s disappointment that it was not ‘a technical crime in the eyes of the law’.

Romani.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 7-8

[?1909, Sept.]

‘in bed’

Cannot move for ‘a diabolic attack of lumbago’, but expects AJ tomorrow.  Gives instructions for reaching Bettws [sic] [Gwerful Goch] by train and bus.  If he stops for a drink in Corwen, he should go not to the Crown, but to the Harp, and ask for the landlord, MacCallum, and look around for the girl ‘like a splendid wild animal ... so real, savage and primitive ...  She would make a glorious subject for you’.  ‘The Goat has changed hands and the people there now are unworthy of their great vocation’.  Sketch map on f. 8.

Copy
ff. 9-10

1911, Aug. 30

University Library, Liverpool

Preparation of a Festschrift for Kuno [Meyer], one of the editors, Dr C. Marstrander, would like to reproduce AJ’s portrait of KM.

Sees from the Daily Mail that ‘a new and even more wonderful band of Galician Gypsies have arrived in London’, possibly including AJ’s friends Milos and Terka.

Macfie has ‘wetnursed out’ the article on the foreign Gypsies to ‘old Mother Winstedt’.  [Arthur] and Rhoda Symons are coming to stay with JS towards the end of Sept., suggests AJ comes up to see them.

Has finished the letter R [of his Dialect of the Gypsies of Wales] and started S:  ‘scanning this new sea anxiously from the mast-head I see it simply bristles with rocks not indicated on the charts.’

Copy
ff. 11-12

[?1912]

University Library

Text of a love song [?composed by JS] in Romani; has not seen Duni [Mrs Lipczinski] for a long time, but she left him a lovely little song for his birthday when he was out.

Romani.

Copy
ff. 13-16

1912, Dec. 23

(Cae gwyn, near the Hand Inn), [Betws Gwerful Goch]

When they got home they found AJ’s picture, surprised at its strength and beauty.  Here, after many years, is a man who understands the Romani’s heart.  JS left the second letter and book in the ?tavern.  His hatred of [Townley] Searle and all his work.

Romani.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 17-18

1915, March 22

University Library, Liverpool

Asks why AJ hides away.  Last Christmas, ‘a little wearied by the severity of Indian phonology’, JS gathered his ‘Verschiedene Blätter of Romani verse’ for publication, nearly thirty items.  Most of them AJ has not seen, though one or two were inspired by him.  Offers to lend them to AJ, and asks if he would contribute ‘an appropriate Walpurgisnachtstraum illustration’.  Asks if AJ has a copy of a verse JS wrote to Ida.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 19-20

1915, March 29

University Library

Thanks for agreeing to provide a frontispiece.  Asks for his view [on the poems].  Goes to Wales tomorrow for almost a fortnight.

Copy
ff. 21-2

1918, Nov. 21

University Library

AJ’s letter forwarded from Bettws [sic] G[werful] G[och] to Llangollen and then here.  It is over two years since they left Betws and settled at Llangollen, hopes AJ will visit.

Amyas [JS’s son] reported missing since Aug. 8, no trace of him or his [aeroplane].  Mick has turned out a great soldier, was wounded for the fourth time [in France] and won a bar to his M.C.

JS’s Romani book went to the Clarendon Press in July 1917, it should prove ‘a complete guide to sorcery, fortune-telling, love and courtship, kichimas [inns], fiddling, harping, poaching and the life of the road ... the Romano Rai’s Bible’.

Translation into Romany by JS of a poem by Mary Coleridge.

Looks forward to the photo of AJ’s war picture.

English and Romani.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 23-4

1919, Jan. 10

University Library

New Year greetings; has had no word about Amyas and as it is now two months he fears that he has gone west.  JS would very much like to see AJ’s great picture.  AJ’s painting pleases no one more than JS.  Looks forward to the arrival of the present [a photograph of the picture, see NLW MS 21459E, f. 56].

He means to write to the Clarendon Press to find out when they will start on his book, it is bad luck ‘after putting my whole life into the thing to have it hung up in this way’.  Had a letter in the Times Literary Supplement on 26 Dec. dealing with Paisaci and Romani, ‘giving an upper cut to Sir George Grierson, who replied befogging the issue the following week’.  Has written a second letter which ‘ought to count him out’.

Duni rushed in last Wed. asking for AJ’s address:  Lipczinski has been arrested again and sent to an internment camp on the Isle of Man, Duni wondered if AJ might write to Lloyd George and get Lipczinski ‘restored to her in the alchemist’s den in Roscoe St.’.

Asks to be remembered to Hope-Johnstone, suggests he writes.

Romani and English.

Copy
ff. 25-6

1919, Feb. 4

University Library

Glad to hear from him as in the past, and in that lovely town [Paris], rather than in dark London.  Will send AJ a song he has translated into Romani, [by?] MacPherson.

Duni rushed in to thank AJ for getting her poor husband out of prison.

Explains his use [on f. 26] of Romani taXiben, used for painting a van as well as a drawing or sketch.  All the words in the song should be familiar except rajvalés, used by Mat and Harry [Wood] for ‘audaciously’.

Romani and English.

Copy
ff. 27-8


1919, Aug. 26

University Library

His book is still like ‘Mahomet’s coffin, balanced between earth and heaven’, as Oxford University Press has been badly hit by the war.  JS has suggested they publish the book in parts.  AJ will be ‘the first person to share the proofs’.

Came back from a walking tour last Saturday, had amused himself turning pieces from a Greek anthology into English [see In Lighter Moments, pp. 123-6].

[Robert] Anning Bell is coming to act on the Hanging Committee, wonders if AJ knows what has become of [Herbert] MacNair.  Has heard that Bonnier is not dead, but to be married.

Asks about the photograph AJ promised.  ‘And who is the deboshed pirate who makes a living by adapting your pictures for the covers of dressmakers’ journals?’

Copy
ff. 29-30

1924, Feb. 2

University Library

Urges him not to forget his promise, he is dying to see the picture.

JS’s [Romani] vocabulary has now reached T, sends proof of an earlier sheet.  References to ‘o Jånos [sc. AJ] wind through the pages "like a golden thread"‘, the example of taXimánero refers to AJ.

English and Romani.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 31-2

1927, Jan. 20

University of Liverpool

Glad to get his wire from France and hopes he will continue to like JS’s book.

Encloses a letter from Robert Bridges, who is preparing another tract with specimens of modern scripts [SPE tract no. 28, English Handwriting].  JS has sent him a batch, including specimens of Duff, [Scott] Macfie, Proctor, Bonnier and three or four of AJ’s.  Has told Bridges AJ will have no objection to his writing appearing.  RB is ‘a splendid old man, even better than his poems’.

Charles Bonnier died at Cannes on 30 Dec., of cancer of the stomach.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 33-4

1927, Feb. 22

University Library

In bed with flu.  Was delighted to hear from him again as in the old days.  Has heard he got ‘Bridges’, who put AJ’s [handwriting] in his book, and wants to see AJ very much.  Urges AJ to visit Bridges in (Oxford).  Recalls the day AJ and JS visited Watts-Dunton at Putney.  Quotes Bridges’s verses composed on Watts-Dunton’s death.  Hopes AJ will ‘collect something from the birds of paradise in Marseilles’.

English and Romani.

Copy.

Incomplete
ff. 35-6

[1929]

Just got AJ’s letter on his return from ‘gypsy-hunting’ in Wales, ‘with the usual success’.  He ‘chased Charley Wood from Dolgell[au] to Dyffryn and thence to Portmadoc only to find he had just departed for Cheshire.

Encloses a copy of AJ’s article.  Thanks for his suggestion; had thought of using a single colour version of the Gitana for the cover; the ‘Wandering Sinnte’ is the sweeter, the ‘Coppersmiths’ the stronger.

He often thinks of going south, asks for suggestions, ‘Shrewsbury is only a makeshift’.  Had thought seriously of Mackay’s suggestion of accompanying him back to Spain.

Last month met near here some ‘perfect Gypsies’, on the road to Bayston Hill, recounts the young man’s story of his wife fooling a shop-keeper by claiming her name was ‘Minjo’.  JS is off to Bridgnorth for a week.

English and Romani.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 37-8

1929, May 5

West Hermitage, Shrewsbury

Thanks AJ for his ‘generous offer’ of a photograph of ‘the delectable Spanish Gitana’ for JS to forward to Chatto & Windus [as a frontispiece for The Wind on the Heath]:  ‘the Romance of Gypsy life is the keynote of my book’, anything of AJ’s will be wonderful.  Turns often to AJ’s Gypsy etchings and his two wash drawings of foreign gypsies in the Journal [of the Gypsy Lore Society] with their ‘maddening charm’.

Infuriated by [Konrad] Bercovici’s ‘so-called Story of the Gypsies - an infamous lying fatuous book’, especially because, to illustrate the English gypsy, he shows a p’uri Xonjerdi lubni [old, mangy prostitute].

English and Romani.

Copy
f. 39

[1929, May]

Not sure whether a review of Bercovici’s book might be slightly belated.  ‘And is the wretched pole-cat worth powder and shot?’  But if he is tempted he will offer his critique ‘to your friend, the Editor’.

Copy.

Incomplete
ff. 40-1

1929, May 16

West Hermitage

Splendid news about the Gitana, had feared that AJ might have parted with the picture and that reproduction might be impossible.  His publishers welcome the idea of colour.

Has just had an offer to write an article on Gypsies for The Sphere, because of their presence on Epsom Downs, but is too busy this week.

The beauty of ‘Rome and Dree’ lies in the jingle, which Gypsies love:  ‘I remember Harry Wood used to love the tric trac ... that came as part of the refrain of a French song you used to sing in ‘The Hand’, the scene of your encounter with Howell [Wood]’.

Has just had a second proof of the specimen page, much improved.  Bridges would be delighted to sit, would like AJ to meet him.

Copy
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 42-3

1930, Nov. 22

38 B[   ] f[   ] Gardens, West Kirby

Had been hoping to hear from AJ, guessed he might be in the south of France’ glad he liked the Anthology, though the half titles ‘merit Walter Raleigh’s "simple word", ratvalo [bloody]!’  Being ‘strictly amoral’, the book is an excellent one to give to chyes [children]’.

[West Kirby] bores him to death, but Oxford has ‘the cultured crew which one stumbles against at every step’.  O[liver] Elton lives there now, but ‘his successor Martin lives here, which is worse’.  May be in London soon for Honor [Sampson]’s marriage, must see AJ then.

Feels a strong urge ‘to finish off my old stuff:  the Anthology was one, Shelta and the Folk-tales are others.  A ‘splendid story’ by Cornelius Price in the next issue of the JGLS.  Wonders whether Hetherington has told AJ that Tom Jones spoke of wanting these for the Gregynog Press.  He also thinks of printing his ‘Romane Gilia’ [verse in Romani], asks for a picture to use as a frontispiece.  JS’s Omar is out of print.

Copy
ROSARIO SANCHA

ff. 44-5

[?1920s], May 21

25D Trebovir Rd., [London]

Writes on behalf of her brother, Señor Don Francisco Sancha, who is giving a lecture in Madrid on Art and Artists, requests from AJ a signed sketch and notes on his career, and offers to do the same for him.

H. A. ST GEORGE SAUNDERS

f. 46

1945, March 22

House of Commons Library

Their mutual friends include Ian Fleming and General Ismay.  Dined with the General last night and was shown two drawings AJ had made of him.  Asks AJ to make two drawings of HAGS and his wife, for 100 guineas each, if one drawing of each, or 200 if one composite picture.  Further particulars about HAGS can be found in Who’s Who or furnished by Ian Fleming.

B. O. SCHONEVEGEL

f. 47

1952, May 26

Thatchings, P.O. Highway, Knysna, C[ape] P[rovince]

Thanks AJ for autographing a copy of [Chiaroscuro], which arrived safely.  The title of BOS’s own book is to be ‘Perigranations [sic] with a purpose’.  His war job was to tour the USA for the British government, lecture on the necessity of the British Empire, mainly through Rotary, later gave talks to the British services.  He sent AJ a copy of Commando by Deneys Reitz, asks for a note of AJ’s enjoyment of the book.  Had hoped AJ might have painted Reitz.

22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ALBERT SCHWEITZER

f. 48

1955, Nov. 20

c/o Gunsbach, Alsace, France

Thanks him for coming to make a portrait drawing of him, was delighted with it, as were his friends.  The photo of the two was very successful.

Leaves on the 16th Dec. for Lambaréné.

French
A. H. SCOTT

f. 49

[?1950s], Sept. 19

Abbotswell, Frogham, Fordingbridge, Hants.

Expected Peggy to be back from London yesterday, if she is not back in time today she will phone tomorrow.  Would like AJ to meet his eldest daughter, and to have a portrait of her, but she is very busy with 5 children, broadcasting and lecturing.

EDGAR SCOTT

f. 50

1931, Dec. 19

123, South Broad St, Philadelphia

Sends a New Year’s present.  AJ’s portrait of Hope was ‘the crowning jewel’ of the recent Exhibition of Living Artists at the Fine Arts Museum here; it is becoming one of the best known modern portraits in Philadelphia.  Sends the [exhibition] catalogue.

Hope is ‘fox hunting with her usual enthusiasm’ and carrying off prizes at the horse shows.  Family news.  They are keen to see Vera [Fearing]’s portrait.

Incomplete
HOPE SCOTT

ff. 51-2

[?1930], Oct. 29

Orchard Lodge, Villa Nova, Pa.

His letter arrived a few days after they landed.  Everyone is committing suicide because of the stock market.  Her father is ‘frantic to see the portraits’.  Personal news.  A sculptor has asked her to pose, but it would be a ‘come down’ after posing for AJ.  In Paris saw Dr Kneeland and Deberah [sic].  Wonders if he ‘polished off’ Brenda [Gogarty’s portrait].  Adrian Daintrey wrote that ‘the Berridge girl came to pose with her mother in close attendance’.  Sends AJ a bijoux case.

22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 53-4

[?1931], Dec. 15

Orchard Lodge

Has just sent him an enormous photograph of herself.  They are coming over this spring, hope to meet.  Heard from the Grants that AJ was painting ‘both girls’.  ‘Dainty Adrian’ [Daintrey] was a ‘huge success’ last summer.  He was offered a job on the stage.  Wonders who AJ has been painting besides the Grants.  Sends love to Mary Alington.

ff. 55-8

[?1942], June 12

Villa Nova

A long time since she heard from them.  They are now ‘deep in the war effort’, wish AJ had sent Tristan [de Vere Cole], as the Fox and McIlwaine children did not come.  Edgar’s brother Warwick was in the Philippines when they fell.  She is taking a first aid course and starts work next week at a forces’ canteen.  Asks after Vivien, Poppet, Dodo, Tristan and Mavis [de Vere Cole].

Adrian [Daintrey] writes that he has married ‘a beautiful big girl’.  News of HS’s sons, Vera and Richmond’s divorce.  Praises AJ’s portraits of her, enquires about his portrait of the Queen.

REGINALD A. ADDYES-SCOTT

f. 59

1957, May 18

Stafford House, Central Parade, Herne Bay, Kent

Invites him to become President of the town’s Art Exhibition Committee.

STEVENSON SCOTT

f. 60

1929, July 31

The May Fair Hotel, Berkeley Square, London

Greatly impressed with the three portraits AJ showed him, especially that of D’Abernon, hopes AJ will exhibit it in the RA next year.

BARNEY SEALE

f. 61

1948, June 14

Studio, 147 Old Church St, Chelsea

Enclosed letter addressed to AJ which ended up here, sees that AJ is ‘accused of being a member of the Savage Club!’

The two bronze heads of AJ at the Leicester Galleries were sold the first day, one to Michael Wilding, and the other to Stewart Granger, who would like to meet AJ when he collects it.

22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

f. 62

1944, Feb. 26

4 Whitehall Court, London

Reactions to his sitting in with Field Marshall Montgomery whilst AJ was painting his portrait.  Criticises the portrait because it has too much of AJ in it and the figure does not look at the viewer.  ‘Take that old petrol rag that wiped out so many portraits of me (all masterpieces), and rub out this one’, and paint him as a small figure leaning forward with ‘piercing scrutiny’.  ‘Fancy a soldier being intelligent enough to want to be painted by you and to talk to me’.

f. 63

1944, Feb. 27

4 Whitehall Court

Now perceives that part of his previous letter [f. 62] ‘must be dismissed as an ebulition [sic] of senile excitement’.  Now suggests finishing the portrait as it stands then painting another picture.  At 87-88 he can never be quite sure whether he is ‘talking sense or old man’s drivel’.

f. 64

1945, April 4

4 Whitehall Court

On the verge of 90, he is trying to tidy up his papers and dispose of his art treasures.  Sends an etching by AJ of Charles McEvoy, which the latter presented to him.  As he did not pay AJ for it, and both Charles and Ambrose McEvoy are now dead, it belongs rightly to AJ.

SHEFFIELD ART GALLERIES

f. 65

1956, July 12

Surrey St, Sheffield

In their corrrespondence some months ago AJ agreed to Sheffield Art Galleries Committee holding an exhibition of his paintings, drawings and prints.  They have been promised over 130 important works from public and private collections, the exhibition opens on 24 Aug. and runs to 23 Sept. 1956, coinciding with the conference of the British Association for the Advancement of Science.  Wonders whether AJ would lend any works in his possession.

Incomplete
22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 66-7

1956, Aug. 9

Surrey St

Happy to hear that AJ may come to Sheffield for the exhibition, invitation to stay and to attend a reception on Sept. 11.

f. 68

1956, Oct. 4

Surrey St

Glad that AJ, his wife and daughter visited and approved of the exhibition, especially since the reception given to the Wyndham Lewis exhibition now at the Tate Gallery, shows that it is easy to give ‘a distorted view, by the selection and arrangement of an exhibition, and to receive disapproval from the artist and the public’.

When AJ’s exhibition ends, will send him a souvenir album.

HAZEL SHEPPARD

ff. 69-70

1929, Jan. 24

122 Southampton Row, London

She sat for him in New York at the Beaux-Arts a few years ago, when she was in a production, ‘Runnin’ Wild’.  Met AJ through Robert Chambers.  Has been in London since Sept. in ‘The Four Colored Aristocrats’, opening at Chez Taglioni, and this week is at the Coliseum Theatre.  Hopes to hear from him.

MARJORIE L. SHERMAN

f. 71

[?1940s]

227 East Delaware, Chicago, Ill.

Their encounter with Mr Rutherston has encouraged them to write to AJ, asks if AJ would paint their daughter if they came to England, in the next three or four weeks.

BARRY SIBLEY

f. 72

[?1930s-40s], Aug. 27

as from PO Box 249, Kampala, Uganda

Sorry not to see the second drawing of the Kabaka.  Leaves for Venice tomorrow and thence to Uganda, where he lives.  Encloses a print of the photograph he took in AJ’s studio.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
MAISIE DA SILVA

ff. 73-5

1947, Jan. 15

72 Vajira Rd., Havelock Town, Ceylon

Encloses a photograph of one of her paintings, for his criticism.  As a woman portrait-painter has many obstacles but will fight them, returning to art after 16 years of marriage.

JOSEPH SIMPSON

f. 76

[c.1931]

26 Brook Green, London

Thanks AJ for agreeing [to have his caricature drawn], as JS has no studio in London, asks to come to him.

EDITH SITWELL

f. 77

1956, May 9

Sesame Imperial & Pioneer Club, 49 Grosvenor St, London

Thanks for his letter, suggests 21st or 22nd, as Osbert returns next week and she has her American publisher and agent here.

SACHEVERELL SITWELL

f. 78

1948, May 8

Weston Hall, Towcester, Northamptonshire

Has been three times to AJ’s exhibition, it has ‘a superb effect’, liked most the drawing of Sir John Anderson and the ‘great decoration’.  A friend of SS, the Peruvian Ambassador, longs for AJ to paint him.

f. 79

1952, Jan. 7

Weston Hall

Disappointed that AJ’s autobiography was not out before Christmas.  Recalls that one of AJ’s sons, perhaps [Caspar], had prepared for publication a book of AJ’s drawings, the publisher, George Rainbird, would be interested in publishing it, and has asked SS to put AJ in touch with him.  Rainbird has already met the young painter, Charles Raymond, who lives near AJ.  AJ’s sons’s notes would be invaluable for locating the drawings.

22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 80

1956, Apr 20

c/o British Embassy, Teheran, Iran

Sorry not to have answered his letter, which reached him at Isfahan.  Impressions of Iran, saw a nomadic tribe, the Kashgai, on the move.  They go to Damascus on Sunday, hope to get home on 16 May, and will then get in touch with Rainbird.  Agrees with AJ about the choice of drawings.

f. 81

1957, Jan. 28

Weston Hall

Excited to hear AJ is thinking of doing a second book of drawings, SS is always hoping that AJ will find again a big charcoal drawing ‘The Flute of Pan’, which, at 15, he thought the most wonderful thing he had ever seen.  Hopes he is getting on with his second book of prose.

f. 82

1959, Aug. 26

Weston Hall

Was delighted to get his letter, wishes AJ could have come to the luncheon, ‘all the same it was rather a nightmare’.  AJ’s back injury sounds a little worrying.  Good news that he is doing some big canvasses.

Georgia has written to AJ about drawing McEwen, AJ would like her, and her daughter.  When they get back from holiday at the end of Sept., SS and Georgia must come down to Fordingbridge.  His mother’s family used to live near there, near Lymington.

MATTHEW SMITH

ff. 83-4

1930, Feb. 11

10 Passage Noirot, Paris

A great pleasure to receive AJ’s letter, hopes one day to accept his invitation, remembers coming to see him at AJ’s house in Dorset, he was shy but everyone was kind.  Would love to see them all in the beautiful country.  Cezanne was fortunate to return to his native town and ‘find everything that he needed’.

Thanks AJ for his comments on his painting, ‘an encouragement to be grateful for’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 85-6

[c.1931-2]

10 Passage Noirot

Has just received AJ’s note, has not seen Sunita for some time, thinks she must be out of Paris.  He will go round to tell Guérard about the screen straightaway.  Expects AJ’s letter has been forwarded to Sunita, but will inquire at the Hôtel des Écoles.  AJ was ‘very charming to us in Paris’, which he very much appreciated.  His visit to Montparnasse was ‘really great’, fears AJ never got ‘that square meal’.  Glad to hear of Gerald Summers.

Sunita told him AJ tried to get MS to meet Joyce, this was most kind.

ff. 87-90

1932, July 25

7 Clarendon Gardens, [London]

Rang AJ yesterday but no reply.  Is going off to Wales tomorrow, later joins Gwen and the boys at Pouldu, Brittany.  Feels that [his and AJ’s] journey ‘ended most unsatisfactorily and feel it was entirely my fault’.  Discussing the matter with Brooks, concluded that ‘the vagueness of any immediate program had caused my departure’, but MS was ‘terribly proud’ to have AJ over from Paris.  Hopes AJ will keep the pipe.  Saw two large paintings by AJ at Tooth’s the other day:  ‘either or both I would be extremely happy to see at the Tate’.

f. 91

1944, June 1

c/o Civil Defence Artists, 92 New Bond St, [London]

With reference to their conversation yesterday, the Civil Defence Committee have produced several successful exhibitions other than shows of works by C[ivil] D[efence] A[rtists], including an exhibition of paintings of today.  Asks AJ to support a proposed exhibition showing works by the same artists.  This kind of show helps the CDA in their ‘routine objectives of encouraging artists’ involved with CDA, and exhibiting work by ‘any new talent ... among CDA workers’.

ff. 92-4

1948, May 15

Tickerage Mill, Blackboys, Sussex

‘Profoundly touched’ by the beauty of AJ’s exhibition.  It was ‘jammed’ the following day, and ‘crammed’ the second, it will be some time before one can have ‘an uninterrupted view’ of the great ‘Little Concert’ at present.  The right hand centre of it would in itself make a ‘beautiful and remarkable panel’.  Praises the portrait of Mary and of Dylan Thomas, and the flower pieces.  Unable to ‘retain a proper mental image’ of the portrait of himself, though he is ‘proud to be there’.  Had admired the portrait of Dylan when it was at Fryern.  Sorry not to have seen Dorelia at the show.

f. 95

1948, Aug. 4

Tickerage Mill

Thanks for his letter.  Recovering from a hectic Bank Holiday.  Pleasure at reading AJ’s ‘school day fragment’ [in Horizon], looks forward to seeing them in book form.

Thanks AJ for his sympathetic words about depression, hopes Bank Holiday chased AJ’s away.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 96-8

1953, Feb.

The Cloisters, [London]

Good to have a line from AJ, correspondence is difficult because of his eyes, but after the operation he should see more clearly than he has done for many years.  Glad that AJ is ‘probably avoiding an OP’.

Believes they have both had a letter from Alden Brooks, AJ’s continued interest in his book is excellent for his morale.

Intrigued that AJ is now a sculptor, much admired the evidence in the Sunday Times, will be interested to see his ‘post sculpture painting’:  ‘a painter usually succeeds in sculpture very much better than vice versa’.

A pleasure to see Poppet, must see her and Pol again before they leave.  Enjoyed being in Aix again for about 3 weeks.  Wonders if Vivien is still with AJ.

ff. 99-100

1956, Aug. 28

L’Oustalet, 33 rue de la Monnaie, [Villeneuve-lès-Avignon]

Pleased to have a line from him and that ‘the belly aching belly ache had gone’.  Apologizes for not keeping his promise to meet AJ in Aix, but has not been too well.  It would have been ‘of great interest and ... benefit’ to have gone round the Cézanne exhibition with him, was glad to have AJ’s remarks on it in his letter.  MS came away thinking Cézanne ‘did something akin to bursting through the sound barrier’.

At the moment MS seems unable to do any painting, in spite of favourable conditions.  They are all leaving here in a few days, MS will probably go to Aix for a while to see old friends, then to stay with A.T. Cholerton at Roquebrune, returning to London about mid Sept.  The house here is free for Sept., sends the landlady’s address.  Should MS get well fixed up near Aix, he might stay there longer.  Vera ?Barry got a woman to do the housework.

f. 101

1956, Sept. 11

Hotel de la Mule Noire, Aix-en-Provence, B[ouches] du R[hône]

AJ’s letter was only handed to him yesterday.  Difficulties of ‘finding oneself four square with any landscape’.  His window looks onto a high wall and on the other side of the hotel the noise is fantastic.  Might try again to take the tramway in the direction of Marseilles.  Gwen will be delighted to have AJ’s message.  Aix is spreading and it is more and more necessary to have a car.  The Russian paintings never arrived.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 102-3

1958, Jan. 6

921, The Cloisters, Sloane Ave., London

Good wishes for many years of painting and drawing, ‘even if you don’t get the one hundred and fifty or so you remarked on TV ... you were in need of’.  [The TV programme] was a memorable quarter hour.  Received the copy of AJ’s ‘fine book of drawings’, and a copy for Gwen [Smith], ‘a treasured possession’, made MS realize he never has been able to draw a nose, ‘which I find for me is more difficult than drawing the ear’.  Pleased that AJ had included a drawing of Mary [Keene] for the cover.  She has two in her flat, one that AJ gave and one that ?Bunny Keene gave to Alice.  Hopes Poppet will ring him if in England.

SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS

f. 104

1943, Jan. 4

55 Great Ormond St, London

The Society has been asked for information about the Society of Mural Painters, of which AJ is the President, asks for details.  Thanks for payment of his subscription.

SOHO PUBLISHING COMPANY Ltd

ff. 105-13

1948, Oct. 29

18 Soho Square, London

Thanks for returning the signed contract, for publication of a postcard reproduction of ‘Magnolia in Blue and White Jug’, which is now being printed, encloses his copy of the contract (ff. 106-13).

SOUTH WALES ART SOCIETY

f. 114

1930, Sept. 2

146 Penylan Hill, Cardiff

Invites him to become an honorary member of the Society and exhibit a picture in their next Annual Exhibition, so as to further the full recognition of Welsh Artists.  Although many of AJ’s pictures are on exhibition in the Welsh National Museum, to have one in their show would help with the press.  Last year they had 3-4,000 visitors and sold 1000 catalogues in 3 weeks.

SOUTHERN TELEVISION

f. 115

1961, Aug. 24

Northam, Southampton

Would like to discuss with him a project of compiling a report on his work, illustrated with paintings and prints, and film of selected parts of the New Forest.  Asks for a meeting.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
Lord SPENCER

f. 116

1929, Dec. 29

Althorp, Northampton

Thanks for his letter received on his return from London, the picture had arrived safely and is a great success.  Sorry ‘that AJ is not satisfied with it, hopes he will come to their opinion when he sees it here.  Asks what he owes but reminds AJ that ‘out of economy I suggested a smaller size and that I expected the portrait to be finished last year’.  Will miss the sittings.

f. 117

1930, March 9

Althorp

Thanks for his letter, encloses a cheque for the portrait.  As the red tunic does not appear to fit as well as it should, wonders if this could be altered before the picture goes to the Academy.  Could give him another sitting this month.  His only other criticism is that the face is too long and narrow.

f. 118

1930, April 5

Paris

He telegraphed to have the picture sent to Tooths immediately.  Looks forward to seeing it in Burlington House.

GILBERT SPENCER

f. 119

1961, Aug. 11

The Foley Arms Hotel, Tarrington, Herefordshire

Pleased and proud to see what AJ wrote about GS’s book on his brother, Stanley.  ‘I could have gone on doing drawings for ever’.  AJ’s comments will be passed on to GS’s daughter, Gillian, to keep in her box, which includes a testimonial AJ gave him nearly forty years ago.

T. SPENCER

f. 120

1929, Aug. 2

Shoelands, Seale, near Farnham, Surrey

Sorry they did not turn up but Nancy began to wilt so they got the first train home.  Hopes to see him shortly.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
STEPHEN SPENDER

ff. 121-7

1956, June 14

c/o Encounter, 25 Haymarket, London

Touched and honoured by the short essay on the Gypsies, ‘Move on’, which Lucien Freud passed on to him, and they are delighted to publish.  Suggests AJ provide two small line drawings to illustrate the text.  They will pay £10 per 1000 words and £5 for reproducing each sketch.  Sends a carbon copy of the text for AJ to check (ff. 122-7).

f. 128

1956, July 29

25 Haymarket

Pleased to have the drawing, which he will treasure.  Natasha is also delighted.  It is ‘full of feeling for the gypsies’.  Asks AJ to let their ‘very nice manager’, Mrs Walmsley, know about the line drawing.

f. 129

1956, Oct. 2

25 Haymarket

Thanks for his letter, SS is still a bit lame.  About to go to America, but will be back by Nov. 10, after which invites AJ to come for a meal and see his drawing in its frame.  Yesterday they sent AJ a ‘very inadequate cheque’, are returning the little drawing.

FRANCES BYNG-STAMPER

f. 130

1957, April 12

Miller’s High St, St Anne’s, Lewes, Sussex

A long time since she wrote to AJ.  Clifford Musgrave, the director of the Brighton art gallery and museum has asked her to help with an exhibition of Welsh painting this summer, opening in the last week in June.  Asks AJ to lend the painting, ‘Portrait of the Artist’ by Gwen John [Langdale no. 8] and Mrs John to lend ‘Dorelia at Toulouse’ by Gwen John [Langdale no. 10].

FBS was at Cardiff last month, ‘the new arrangement of the gallery at the National Museum is good, and the Gwendoline Davies collection looks extremely well’.  Caroline sends good wishes.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ROBERT I. STEVENS

f. 131

1948, June 27

160-09 Station Road, Flushing, NY

Asks AJ to autograph a picture of himself on a cover of Time magazine.

MARIE STOPES

f. 132

1948, May 23

Norbury Park, Dorking, Surrey

AJ is the only artist-fellow of the VCL, she is the only poet-fellow, and wants him to make a sketch portrait of her, like the charming little ones in his exhibition, she cannot afford a full oil.  Asks him to come to her for the sittings.  She has some wonderful landscape paintings in the salon.

f. 133

1948, June 14

Norbury Park

Enchanted that he will come soon for her portrait, suggests dates, invites him to stay.

f. 134

1956, Sept. 19

The Old Higher Lighthouse, Portland Bill, Dorset

Sends the book she promised, to be published next Monday, by ‘that nice Baron Manhattan I brought to call on you a few days ago’, urges AJ to read it.  The weather has been so horrible ‘that I have had to sit by the fire and write a 3 act play’.

Sir RONALD STORRS

f. 135

1950, Dec. 19

c/o The English Association, 15 Alexander Square, London SW7

Sends two enclosures to remind AJ of ‘that riotously brief occasion.  Never have I found myself attempting to condone such appalling croûtes’.  Next day the German Ambassador, Dirksen, ‘attempted to put it across me’, but they parted on quite good terms.

In bed with arthritis.  Sends all wishes for ‘an assumably intolerable 1951 - enlightened ... by occasional interludes at the Queens Restaurant or the Travellers’.

ff. 136-7

1952, May 3

The Mill House, Pebmarsh, Essex

Apologizes for delay in acknowledging Chiaroscuro, appreciation of the book, comments and criticism.

22785D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
LYTTON STRACHEY

f. 138
1913, July 16, 67 Belsize Park Gardens, [London]

Has been ill, or would have answered AJ’s letter sooner.  He should not be sorry to relinquish the business of the book, does not feel he could make a good job of it, though he ‘never supposed that you wanted anything from me but ... honest criticism’.  His admiration of AJ’s work.  ‘Perhaps Jack Squire may still succeed in persuading you to undertake your part of the book’.

Notes in Welsh by AJ on verso.

MARY STRICKLAND

f. 139

1937, Feb. 1

Apperley Court, Gloucester

Writes in answer tohis letter written just before he left England.  She is leaving England on Friday, returning March 22.  Asks him to write when he gets back in April.  Their plans for the summer are uncertain because of her husband’s health, but she hopes to be able to sit to AJ on his return from the West Indies.  Has been here hunting all winter, they are going to South America for a health voyage.

FRIDA STRINDBERG

ff. 140-8

[?1911]

Reproaches him for his behaviour, suggests [J.D.] Innes has misinformed him, as [Spencer] Gore and Percy Wyndham [Lewis] will tell him.  Edith Ashley, who had sat to AJ, has ‘upset’ him against FS, according to Euphemia [Lamb].  Justifies her own conduct.

f. 149

[?1914, April]

Cave of the Calf Cabaret Club, 9 Heddon Street, [London]

They are serving AJ a sub-poena ‘in the Slade business’.  She is off to Paris this week, but must fight not to lose his pictures.  Hopes that the ‘Crab Apple’ seems sweet to him.

ff. 150-3

[?late 1914]

R.M.S. ‘Campania’

They will never meet again now; her last letter to him was ‘abominable and unjustified’; blames others, justifies her behaviour.  She is now sailing for New York.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
VERA STUBBS

f. 154

1960, Jan. 11

590 Gay St, Westwood, Mass.

Thanks AJ and Dodo for their Christmas cable.  Hugo’s ‘amusing letter’ from Oddstock.  VS’s problems in trying to get a good photograph of the portrait to send AJ, is sending one airmail.  Wonders whether Vivien went to Cyprus; they must be proud of Caspar.

ff. 155-7

1961, Aug. 20

Long Meadow, 590 Gay St

She and Jack returned from a two week vacation to find the portrait here, they are simply thrilled.  It has special value for her because it was painted at Fryern, and in Tyrolean dress.  Wishes he would at least let her pay for the frame.  Family news.

R. STULIK

f. 158

1938, Jan. 7

Had not wanted Birbeck to write to anybody after the failure of the meeting.  RS is compelled to close the [‘Tour Eiffel’ restaurant], thanks AJ for his kindness, is now going into lodgings.  Caspar told him that AJ is going with Mrs John to the South of France.

HUMPHREY SUMNER

f. 159

1950, Aug. 22

The Warden’s Lodgings, All Souls College, Oxford

Has just heard from A. L. Rowse that AJ has accepted the invitation of the College to do a drawing of HS, fears that he may find it ‘difficult to seize on to much in a very scrawny academic’.  Has to go to Paris on Aug. 26 until Sept. 5, but could manage a sitting after that.  Admires AJ’s oil portrait of Craster, Bodley’s Librarian, ‘duskily gleaming with a latent Northumbrian ferocity’.

‘SYBIL’

ff. 160-1

1928, Sept. 27

98 Fulham Road, [London]

Cannot believe that he is not provided with alcohol [in America].  Impressions of Austria, saw Kokoschka in Wien:  ‘he is much better in his own country’.  AJ’s return will brighten her dull life.

R. W. SYMONDS

f. 162

1945, Jan. 2

The Elms, Bramley, Surrey

Offers to arrange another sitting with Mrs Moller.  New Year greetings.
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LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
ARTHUR SYMONS

ff. 1-2

[?1908, Dec.]

Rhoda came to say that Sir Herbert Thompson has arranged a dinner at 8 pm on Christmas night.  Invites AJ to join him with Rhoda and Thompson, who are anxious to meet him.

AS’s anxiety ‘to be away from this pestilential morass’ where he spent ‘a fatal Xmas last year’.

ff. 3-4

[1909, summer]

Brooke House, Upper Clapton, London

Yesterday Miss Tobin and Mrs Meeking took him to the New English Art Club, praises AJ’s ‘The Way down to the Sea’, and portrait of [William] Nicholson.

ff. 5-6

[1909, ?Sept.]

‘Immensely encouraged’ by AJ’s words, his luck in finding AJ to be a friend, sends a sonnet.

f. 7

[late 1909]

[Brooke House]

‘After a beastly night’ what a ‘tremendous present’ [?of photogravures] from AJ awaited him.  Has stopped at 80 translations from C[harles] B[audelaire], and is writing notes for an essay on him.

Hears that Agnes [Tobin] is taking him for some jaunt this evening; AS is ‘more than anxious’ to meet AJ again and soon.  He has written ‘The World’s Dance’, ‘Laïs to Aphrodite’, ‘The Spanish Monk’ and a sonnet, ‘Hell and the Serpent’.

‘The Idolatrous Madonna’ has ‘arrived at the height of 33’, quotes 3 lines.  [For a full transcript, see Beckson & John M. Munro (eds), Arthur Symons:  Selected Letters (1989), pp. 212-13].
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 8

[c.1909-10]

Brook House

Sends AJ a copy of his book.  Thanks him for sending two studies of AS, an ‘étude diabolique’ and a nude study; AJ is the true Rabelais.  AS thinks only of Friday.  Asks AJ to send on a French book AS left in his studio.

French
ff. 9-11

[1910, late Jan. - early Feb.]

74 Fitz-John’s Avenue, Hampstead

AS too has become ‘dangerously robust’, envies AJ in Provence:  ‘the women! ah! the women!’  Has just planned ‘an immense-short-story ... The Spanish-Gypsy Dancer’.  AJ’s ‘beautiful letter’ arrived ‘on the great day of my life:  Jan. 19’.  If he is still here when AJ returns, invites him to dinner.  Has written 20 sonnets to ‘a new imaginary mistress, Zulia’.  Blank verse.  

Appends, f. 11, poem in French, ‘L’Ensorcelée’.

ff. 12-14

[1910, Feb.]

74 Fitz-John’s Avenue

Received AJ’s letter and answered it in blank verse (see ff. 9-10 above), AS had been [in Provence] before AJ, but met no Gypsies.

Has finished his ‘long-short-story’, The Spanish-Gypsy Dancer, AJ comes into it.

Will be here for this month and the greater part of March, returning before the end of March to his cottage in Kent.  Invites AJ to visit him here when he returns.

AS had an appointment with Mistral, but M. was off to Paris, but at Avignon met [Joseph] Roumanville, with two daughters and a manplaying ‘Provençal airs’ on an ‘old instrument’.  Recollections of Milan.

Has written and destroyed many poems, sends three.  Just been to Obach, Cole’s drawings are ‘remarkably clever’, praises a drawing by AJ, and his letter to AS.  Quotes a verse from Verlaine.

Copy
ff. 15-16

[1910, April]

Island Cottage, Wittersham, Kent

AJ’s letter ‘of immortal beauty’ arrived on the 7th.  The transformation of AS’s study here, with [works by] Blake, Rodin and AJ; the peace of Wittersham.

Saw a ‘golden-haired Welsh Gypsy’ on the way; translation by AS of a Gypsy proverb.  Will enclose a few things written before he came here, sends an example (f. 1v) of his Cantares a la Española.  Has ‘27 Gypsy books’ here.

Requests a drawing on ‘Lesbia in old age’.  The only prose AS has written here is on ‘Modern Love’.  Recollections of Marseille.  Only one woman exists for him, [his wife], and only two men:  Rodin and AJ.

[For a full transcript see Beckson & Munro, Selected Letters, pp. 214-15].
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 17

[1911, Feb.]

Island Cottage

Has determined to grow a beard ‘to be natural’.  AJ’s villa must be ‘a great find’.  Has written to [John] Sampson, who sent him ‘a glorious letter’, and will send him the Gypsy Lore Journal and include AS’s version of Baudelaire’s ‘Gypsies on the Road’ in the next number.  [see Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society N.S. IV (1911), p. 161].

Has twice visited Conrad at his cottage, he is ‘as fascinating as his works, absolutely foreign in looks and words’.

AS must read to AJ his new poems, and versions of the condemned poems of C[harles] B[audelaire], and of Verlaine.  Has been revising his Flaubert.  Will send AJ a copy of ‘The Feast of Corpus Domini, 1584’, of which he quotes a stanza, has made ten ‘out of a few words of prose in Borrow’s Zincali’.  Is reading through the 12 volumes of Casanova.

ff. 18-20

[1911, Dec.]

Island Cottage

Sorry that AJ has burnt his hand.  AS has been experimenting ‘without any remaining idea of fame, ambition or hope of publishing anything’.

R[hoda] is to become an actress on her birthday, Jan. 19, playing Maurya in Synge’s Riders to the Sea at the Lyttleton’s theatre in their house here.

His books are here, AJ would be astonished at his first editions.  *Reflections on his illness ‘after that scorpion of mine bit me in Italy’, his aversion to London and desire to go abroad with Rhoda, to Spain.

Has written ‘The Gypsies’ Song’ and ‘The Lesbians’.  Suggests that AJ might have his name ‘in this real, vague, imaginary book of verses of mine’.

[*  For transcript of text from this point, see Beckson & Munro, Selected Letters, pp. 215-17, where it is dated ‘late April 1910’].

f. 21

[1935, early July]

Island Cottage

Sympathy on the death by drowning of Henry John.

ff. 22-65

Poems dated 5 June 1909 - 10 Jan. 1911 and n.d., sent to AJ; ff. 24-5, 28-9, 31-2, are in the hand of Agnes Tobin; ff. 43-5 are photocopies.

(See also NLW MS. 22801A).
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
RHODA SYMONS

f. 66

1929, July 30

Island Cottage, Wittersham, Kent

Asks AJ to say a word in her favour to [Charles Cochran], with whom he is going to be associated, he knows RS and her work.  Has had ‘such a devil of a life trying to drag Arthur along’ and longs to get back on the stage.

A. D. TAIT

f. 67

1929, Aug. 30

18 Soho Square, London

Appeal on behalf of the Cabdrivers’ Benevolent Association.

EMO TELTSCH

f. 68

1960, Nov. 11

Norfolk House, Laurence Pountney Hill, Cannon Street, London

Replies to AJ’s letter of 1 Nov.; sorry if he has offended him, admires his work and understands how much work and thought he has put into the Triptych.  His offer of £7000 to £8000 for it was not a measure of its value but of what he could afford, asks how much the other offer was.  AJ’s suggestion of £10 for the 6 drawings is too little.

f. 69

1961, July 26

73-76 King William Street, London

Thanks for his ‘nice reception’ when he visited last Saturday, admires the big panel and considers it finished.  Thanks for the drawing of the young girl, for which he will send AJ ‘a parcel as discussed’.  If AJ comes to London he would fetch him in the car.

WINIFRED COOMBE TENNANT

f. 70

1950, Aug. 29

18 Cottesmore Gardens, Kensington

Good to know he is back.  He will remember the Glynn Vivian Innes.  AJ’s letter in today’s Times is ‘grand’.  Indignant that the Festival of Britain has commissioned one picture each from three ‘Welsh Artists’, Ceri Richards, Merlyn Evans and ‘a Pole now living at Ystradgynlais ... Hermann or some such name!’  These ‘3 cranks are to go out to the world as representatives of Art in Wales!!!  What has David Bell got to say about this?’

22786D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 71-2

1951, Aug. 21

18 Cottesmore Gardens

The Evan Walters Memorial Exhibition at the Glyn[n] Vivian Gallery in Swansea has been deferred to next spring, and David Bell is to write a monograph on Evan for the catalogue.  It is better that the exhibition should be apart from the Festival of Britain ones.  Evan left all his pictures to the Welsh National Museum, over 400, WCT saw them in London and was ‘surprised at their quality and variety’.  He never seemed to care whether he sold or not but only to go on painting.  His ‘double vision’ theory of his later years was a ‘mania’.

Sends a copy (f. 72) of a letter from Sean O’Casey, and a copy of The Welsh Anvil, July 1951, which contains David Bell’s article on ‘Contemporary Welsh paintings’, which refers to EW’s 1950 portrait of WCT of which AJ was ‘the onlie begetter’.  Does not dispute Bell’s judgement on EW, but cannot follow in his admiration for Josef Herman’s work, which she finds ‘heavy and dull, and he himself a poor draughtsman’, nor for Ceri Richards’s ‘extravaganzas’.

All Souls [College] seems to have done nothing about AJ’s original drawing of T.E. Lawrence which WCT found after two years’ search in New York.

Encloses, f. 72, typescript copy of Sean O’Casey’s letter to her:

1951, Aug. 4, Tingrith, Station Road, Totnes, Devon

Remembers her well, Evan [Walters] often spoke about her, as one of his best patrons.  Sad to hear of his death, has written to the Curator at Swansea.  Lost touch with EW when SO’C left London.  EW of ‘great promise’, but ‘developed odd ideas of "double vision" and kept away from what he so often did so well’.

He rarely goes to London now, but perhaps Mrs O’Casey could visit WCT and look at Evan’s pictures; their elder son, aged 22, is struggling to be a painter.

f. 73

1951, Nov. 2

18 Cottesmore Gardens

David Bell was here yesterday and saw the two watercolours of ‘Mountains, North Wales’ of which she told AJ, he said they were the finest he had seen by Innes.  Longs to show them to AJ.

22786D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 74

1952, Jan. 13

18 Cottesmore Gardens

Her 2 Innes watercolours will be loaned to an exhibition leaving about 21 Jan., urges him to come to see them before then.  Last month bought her first John drawing, ‘Head of a Woman’, signed but not dated.  Asks about his idea of issuing a book of his drawings.  She is writing again to All Souls about the T.E. Lawrence portrait, will mention AJ’s name if he is interested in it.

Has bought a third Innes watercolour, ‘Coast Scene, La Ciotat’, formerly in Lord Ivor Churchill’s collection, in a poor condition.

Recently met a man who knew Euphemia Lamb (Mrs Grove), in her house Innes’ work is hung ‘from skirting to ceiling, 2 dozen cats and ditto dogs living there ... in wildest confusion and a rich man trying to buy all the Innes pictures!!!’

CHARLES TENNYSON

f. 75

1945, March 3

22 Drayton Court Gardens, [London], (‘Central Institute of Art and Design, National Gallery, London’ deleted)

Thanks AJ for his kind letter, shall never forget that he liked their boy’s book.  Comments on his son.

f. 76

1957, July 15

The Middle House, Southwold

Wonders if AJ got his letter 2 or 3 weeks ago, asking him to do a drawing of CT for Kings College, Cambridge, in London, if possible.

DYLAN THOMAS

f. 77

1950, Dec. 8

The Boat House, Laugharne, Carmarthenshire

Asks AJ to write to the Royal Literary Fund to support DT’s claim for a grant.  When he came back from London he found that all his Laugharne cheques had bounced, which is ‘very painful’ in a ‘Welsh township not notoriously antipathetical to money’.  Heard from the bank today that all his London cheques had been dishonoured, and this week Llewelyn’s school at Oxford wrote that unless the last two terms’ fees are paid he can no longer remain there.  Also owes a year’s rent for the Pelican, Laugharne, rented for his father and mother, who may be evicted.

Has ‘lots of work’ to do next year but can do nothing ‘while these debts are dogging’.

A. R. ‘TOMMY’ THOMSON

f. 78

1960, Oct. 21

Milton House, 2 Fernshaw Road, London

Honoured by AJ’s suggestion that he should ‘touch’ AJ’s canvas.  Now trying to catch up on jobs after being ill, but would like to come down to see it.  He is to paint ‘a collection of Gentlemen at work’ next month, but could find a day to suit AJ, ‘a large place to work in town’ would be fine.
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D. CROAL THOMSON

f. 79

1929, Nov. 14

Barbizon House, 9 Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, London

The agent of Mr Brockhaus of Leipzig has been and done his work for the colour reproduction of AJ’s picture, ‘The Artist’s Son, David’.  Thanks AJ for signing the picture, and sends a print, will also send a copy of the Barbizon House Record containing the reproduction.

D. THORNE

ff. 80-1

1930, March 3

36 Bywater Street, King’s Road, Chelsea

Date of the next cocktail party.

HARALDAR THORSKINSSON

ff. 82-3

1930, Sept. 1

5 Tjarnagata, Reykjavik, Iceland

Asks AJ to lend him £10.  A long time in hospital has left him penniless, and he has become ‘quite a stranger in Iceland’.

An Icelandic painter, Mr M. Kristjansson is exhibiting in London.  Damaged
Lady DAPHNE THYNNE

ff. 84-5

[?c.1940]

Sturford Mead, Warminster, Wilts.

Has not been able to come for sittings because since Xmas she has had to go to a nursing home, with an impacted wisdom tooth.  Suggests sitting on Wednesday or Thursday.  Hopes he can finish the last [picture].

RENÉ TOMASI

ff. 86-7

1928, May ?21

Cabinet du Commissaire de Police, Martigues

Sends receipt for sum paid to the percepteur of Martigues; personal good wishes; asks AJ to send some stamps for his collection.

French
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HENRY H. TOMBS

f. 88

1929, Nov. 16

22 Wingfield Street, Wellington, New Zealand

Sends a copy of Art in New Zealand; invites AJ to express an opinion on Maori Art.

DUDLEY W. TOOTH

f. 89

1960, July 20

31 Bruton Street, London

Thanks for yesterday.  Foresees ‘new and better prices’ for AJ.  The canvasses have to be framed, cleaned up, and, in two cases, cut down, and there will be one day in London signing canvasses.  Thinks AJ’s triptych is ‘magnificent’, ‘among the finest things done in this generation’, AJ must get a good price for it.

f. 90

1960, July 21

31 Bruton Street

Has shown the ‘(?) Van Eyck’ to Horace Buttery, who thinks it was only a ‘School picture’, that the panel is 150 years later than it should be, a copy of ‘some Van Eyck which existed at that time’.  Will keep the picture here until Peter Matthews sends down for the ‘New Guinea Girl’, they also forgot to bring up the ‘very nice portrait’ of Diana Mitford (Lady Mosley).

Will shortly send lists of pictures on consignment, pictures AJ has promised to ‘push on with’, earmarked pictures still in the studio, including AJ’s self-portrait and the flower-picture over the mantlepiece in AJ’s house, and the pictures remaining in Tim Phillips’s studio.

f. 91

1960, Aug. 11

31 Bruton Street

Confirms that they have the ‘full-length negress’, confused by AJ referring to it as ‘Girl from British Guiana’ and ‘New Guinea Girl’.  Notes that AJ did not send the unfinished portrait of the Queen Mother.  On their next visit they will collect ‘Zoë’, which AJ has now finished, and will be interested to see the portraits and drawings in the Ping Pong room.

They are getting ahead with cleaning, cutting and framing the canvasses and panels brought to London, will not be ready for signatures until Nov.  Proposes to collect the portraits of Lord d’Abernon and McElroy from the Royal Academy at the end of their exhibition.  Might be able to sell the former to the National Portrait Gallery.
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f. 92

1960, Nov. 30

31 Bruton Street

Is going abroad on 23 Dec. to Jamaica, California and New York.  His plans for AJ’s exhibition, opening on 14 March, mean one more trip to Fordingbridge to collect the Self-Portrait.  If one of his portraits of the Queen Mother are ‘sufficiently carried through’ to include, it would be valuable for publicity.  Would like a ‘quick peep into the first cellar’ in case there is anything else.  Recently sold for £1000 the landscape he told them to collect not long ago.

f. 93

1961, Jan. 28

Hotel Bel-Air, 701 Stone Canyon Road, Los Angeles

Delighted to hear from Peter Matthews that the Queen Mother has consented to the inclusion of her unfinished portrait in AJ’s March exhibition, this is most helpful for publicity.  Suggests asking £1000 if the Queen Mother asks the price, but £2500 to all other purchasers.  Glad to hear that 5 canvasses and 4 drawings are already sold.

Will be home on 23 Feb.  Will be staying with the Edgar Scotts in Philadelphia, Jan. 11-12.  Hopes the big triptych is now signed, in its new frame, and ‘virtually sold’.

f. 94

1961, March 2

31 Bruton Street

Not possible to withdraw the Queen Mother’s portrait, she expects it to be in the exhibition, has bought it, and much of the publicity depends on it.  The question of Vera Fearing (now Mrs Stubbs) should be held in abeyance; if it sells (and as a portrait it may not), they could reconsider.  DT has already given her a colour photograph of it.

f. 95

1961, May 30

31 Bruton Street

Need not worry about Lady Harvey’s portrait being cut down, she is very pleased with it.  Will send AJ a photograph of it.  Is sending off Vera Fearing’s portrait.  Asks AJ to come to London on 12 June to sign several drawings.

They will be showing 3 of AJ’s paintings and 4 drawings in an exhibition called ‘To-day and Yesterday’, will let AJ have a catalogue.

f. 96

1961, June 22

31 Bruton Street

Offers to send a cheque for AJ’s £17,000.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 97

1961, July 13

31 Bruton Street

Encloses photographs of some of AJ’s pictures which they recently framed and mostly sold.  The two paintings DWT bought at Christie’s, ‘Mas de Galeron’ and ‘Sierra de Gador’ were originally sold by Tooth’s in 1927, shortly after AJ painted them.  The prices of some of AJ’s drawings at Sotheby’s yesterday were ‘fantastic’, admittedly they were fine early ones from the collection of Mrs Makower, deceased.

Glad to hear his three big pictures are nearly finished; will have a conference with Messrs Lionel Lemon about AJ’s tax situation.

The red chalk portrait drawing returned by AJ was amongst the other drawings found in his studio.  Wonders if it could be by Helleu; if the sitter’s name is known DWT could possibly sell it to one of her relations.

G. M. TREVELYAN

f. 98

1956, Feb. 19

23 West Road, Cambridge

AJ’s pictures have been one of the pleasures of his long life, sees some often on the walls of his friend, Louis Clark’s house.  It was good of AJ to send the wire.

DORIS TURNBULL

f. 99

[?1928], Dec. 7

Lowthorpe School of Landscape Architecture for Women, Groton, Massachussetts

Goes to Boston now and again and would be delighted to meet him next week, if AJ can escape ‘from gubanatorial [sic] protection’; suggests meeting at a friend’s address on Beacon Hill.  Fears ‘farewell celebrations’ may prevent their meeting.

PHILIP UNWIN

f. 100

1961, May 31

George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 40 Museum Street, London

Thanks for his letter of 27 May agreeing to lend the painting ‘Landscape near Vence’ by Matthew Smith, to be insured for £1100.  Messrs Bourlet’s will let AJ know about fetching it.  In return for the loan they will let AJ have a copy of the book on Matthew Smith when it is completed.
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PERCY ARLAND USSHER

ff. 101-2

[1952], Sept. 12

14 Strand Road, Merrion Gates, Dublin

Sends his ‘latest pot boiler’ [Three Great Irishmen], since AJ knew the subjects of the essays.  Shaw seems already ‘very dead’, but about Yeats, succeeded in saying some things he wanted.  Asks AJ’s permission to include reproductions of his portraits of Shaw (in Cambridge), Yeats (in the Tate) and Joyce (in the Phaedon book), in the American edition.

Hears news of AJ from their friend Joseph H[one], like PAU, he has trouble publishing the books by which he would like to be known, has to write in one country and publish in another, ‘for the Republic of Ireland cannot hoast a single publishing-house!’

Has to give the ‘Memorial Lecture’ on Yeats for the Irish Academy of Letters next month.  Misses Francis [Macnamara]’ - in this barbarous age ... there are few who remember him’.

BERNARD VAN DIEREN

ff. 103-4

1933, Jan. 3

68 Clifton Hill, St John’s Wood, [London]

His health prevented him replying to AJ’s kind note and doubts whether AJ would find him a satisfactory sitter.  Suggests the end of this month as his health seems to be improving.  Benjamin Coria sends greetings.

‘VENA’

ff. 105-6

[?1920s]

Grand Theatre, Plymouth

Did not go abroad after all, expects to be in town in a week’s time and will give him a call.

H. VOLLOT

ff. 107-8

1929, April 16

Château de Savigny, Savigny-les-Beaune, Côte d’Or

M. R. Vaulchier has entrusted the management of his Château de Savigny estate to HV.  Recommends his 1926 and 1928 vintages to AJ.

French
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LETTERS TO AUGUSTUS JOHN
C. G. WAINWRIGHT

f. 1

1937, Feb. 8

7½ Marlborough Rd., Kingston, [Jamaica]

Offers to help AJ in touring the country.

Lord HOWARD DE WALDEN

ff. 2-3

1938, June 28

Seaford House, Belgrave Square, [London]

Glad to get AJ’s letter.  He cannot open the show on the 7th as he has a full day then.  Will try to ‘drift around’ to the studio with Margot sometime, but Margot is busy ‘marrying off a daughter’.  Would like AJ to see his studio too, ‘an amusing little hole’.

WALKER’S GALLERIES Ltd

f. 4

1952, Aug. 25

118 New Bond St, London

Thanks for his letter and introduction to Mrs Forbes’ catalogue, of which a copy is enclosed [not present].  Suggests Oct. 10 or 11 for AJ to help with the arrangement of the drawings.  The exhibition opens on Oct. 17.

AJ’s daughter has not been into the Gallery recently, but they hope to see her and be shown her drawings as soon as she returns from the North.  Next spring is the earliest time she could have her exhibition as the Galleries are booked up to the end of the year.

ETHEL WALKER

ff. 5-6

[?1950], Oct. 28

127 Cheyne Walk, [London]

As she is short of money, hopes to hold an exhibition in New York, and needs the help of the British Council.  Asks AJ to convince them that the show would be ‘good propaganda of British Culture and good art’.

ISOBEL WALKER

f. 7

1929, Dec. 5

73 Brook St, Grosvenor Square, [London]

Request that he paint her portrait, could see him before she goes to Paris on Tuesday.
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MAYNARD WALKER

ff. 8-9

1945, Aug. 23

The American British Art Center, 44 West 56th St, New York

Visited [Gwen John] on several trips to Paris between 1929 and 1937.  Still treasures several notes she sent to his hotel in 1937 urging him to go to Salisbury to visit AJ; did not get the notes till his return from London and so missed the opportunity.

Did not hear of her death till this year, when he read AJ’s piece in the Burlington Magazine, ‘giving what I consider the truest estimate of her worth and place in the world of art’.

First called on her in the rue Babie in 1929, and arranged with her for shipment to America of a group of her pictures for an exhibition.  She ‘could not give them up’ and in 1930 she ‘timidly confessed’ that she had been too absorbed in painting the view from her window, which was to be cut off by a new building.

Suggests an exhibition of GJ’s work:  ‘there are few of her things in America; almost none outside of those formerly in John Quinn’s collection’, and very few people know her work well.  AJ in his article speaks of things she left, MW hopes that they include some of those he saw in 1937.  Asks AJ to help in selecting key pictures.

The American British Art Center was established five years ago by Mrs Ala Story, formerly of the Redfern and Storren Galleries.

R. MYERSCOUGH WALKER

ff. 10-15

1955, Dec. 6

New Farm, Chilgrove, Chichester

Knew AJ slightly in Chelsea years ago, RMW then a ‘young architect and perspectivist and slight friend of Mavis [de Vere Cole]’.  They occasionally had a drink at the Antelope with Bruce Blunt; once promised to drive AJ and Mavis to Fryern Court.

AJ stands ‘as a symbol ... that highlights my own goal’.  Personal reflections, and appreciation of AJ’s qualities and influence on him.  Difficult for Bobbie Newton to impose his identity in film companies, Dylan in American Universities, Caspar in the Navy and Blunt on newspapers.  ‘Your own generation with Gordon Craig in France, Beerbohm in Italy and Maugham all over the place seems such a long way away from the ... present European picture’.

DE WITT WALLACE

f. 16

1960, May 31

Reader’s Digest, Pleasantville, NY

Sends a copy of the June Reader’s Digest, containing Malcolm Vaughan’s article about AJ.

22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
H. GLYN WALTERS

f. 17

1959, Dec. 14

Market Square, Narberth, Pemb.

Apologies for not writing earlier, sends Reg Farley’s address as requested.  AJ’s album of photographs of the Freedom Ceremony should reach him towards the end of the week.  Can supply extra prints for AJ and for Mrs Simone John.  Copies of the Tenby Observer containing the report are being sent to AJ.  Recalls their trip to Carmarthen via Pendine and Laugharne.

SIBYL WARD

f. 18

1929, Jan. 22

4 St Stephen’s Square, London

Her mother has sent her Saturday’s Evening Standard containing an article [on AJ]; his family at Tenby were in touch with hers, the Ward-Davieses.  Sends information about her career, and tickets for her show at the Studio Theatre, Finchley Road.  AJ’s father would also remember the Bowens of Tenby.

VINCENT WATSON SJ

ff. 19-22

1927, Oct. 15

St Stanislaus Novitiate, Brooklyn Station, Cleveland, Ohio

Thanks for hospitality at Fryern Court, since leaving England, with delays on voyage to America, he has had to leave matters at a loose end in New England, so as to appear in Cleveland for his Tertianship and retreat.

Recommends Jacques Maritain’s article on ‘Poetry and Religion’ in the Criterion.

W. WEATHERBY

f. 23

1929, May 27

Post Office Chambers, 26 Brown Street, Manchester

Writing a series of articles on leading contemporary painters, asks AJ to send a few words about himself or about contemporary art.  It seems ‘a lifetime ago’ since they witnessed a boxing match together.

22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
JOHN WEBB

ff. 24-31

1950, Nov. 3

The Times, Printing House Square, London

Thanks for his letter of Oct. 30 about the gypsies in the New Forest.  The Clerk to the Rural District Council told the Editor that some 24 gypsy families have been persuaded to move into hutments, and the council hopes to move the gypsies from the Shave Green compound to another site.  The Editor sends cuttings of articles from The Times.  Encloses (ff. 25-31) typescript drafts of articles on harrassment of gypsies.

Lady VICTORIA SACKVILLE WEST

ff. 32-4

1928, April 18

Savoy Hotel, London

Has not dared tell ‘Eve’ that AJ has written, for fear of being accused of treachery, and knows that she would be upset.  Hopes to see her soon.  Wonders if AJ will send something in to the Academy for May 1.  Asks for an autograph letter for her collection.

French and English
ff. 35-6

1929, March 9

The White Lodge-on-the-Cliff, Brighton

Has written him a long letter about her ‘Roof of Friendship’, their ‘lovely mutual friend’ may have told him how her life has been ‘poisoned’.  Wants his name on her list of contributors.  Now a semi-invalid, with a weak heart.  Has seen ‘Mrs E’ only once in 5 months, ‘she is in a pathetic state’.

CHARLES WHEELER

f. 37

1961, Aug. 11

Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly

It was good to see the big compositions once more, AJ has changed their design but retained their ‘poetic spirit’.  He is extremely anxious to have them in next year’s Academy ‘so please do call a halt on them soon’.  Hopes to come to Fryern in the autumn.  The visit yesterday was ‘a real delight’.

W. FARMER WHYTE

f. 38

1956, Feb. 26

Federal News Service, Barton, Canberra, Australia

Asks permission to reproduce a photograph of AJ’s portrait of the late W. M. Hughes, former Prime Minister of Australia, in a book, about the middle of the year.  The portrait, done about 1919, was presented to the Commonwealth Bank Board by the Bank of England, and by the former to the National Gallery of New South Wales.
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LOUIS WILKINSON

f. 39

1956, Nov. 2

Hazelbury Bryan, Sturminster Newton, Devon

Delighted that AJ will allow the reproduction of his drawing of John Cowper Powys in the book of his letters, will send him a photograph.  As an old friend of Gerald and Gamel Brenan, does not feel that AJ is a complete stranger.  Called on Alick Schepeler, who is far from well.

f. 40

1956, Nov. 10

Hazelbury Bryan

Thanks for the photograph of John Cowper Powys, which he will send on to the publishers:  ‘it is all utterly JCP and no other’.

GYPSY WILLIAMS

f. 41

1961, Aug. 29

Heather Corner, 2 Waverley Rd., St Albans, Herts.

Thanks him for his stand on the gypsies’ behalf over the Colney Heath trouble.  GW has been the gypsies’ missionary for the past 30 years.

MARY COLSTON WILLIAMS

f. 42

1933, June 21

Waresley, Llanishen, Cardiff

Invites him to stay with them in Cardiff when he comes for the college jubilee celebrations, July 19-21.

WILFRED N. WILLIAMS

f. 43

[1940s], June 26

Smithwood House, Cranleigh, Surrey

Requests a portrait of his dog:  ‘I could bring him to see you at any time’.
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Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
CARL WINTER

ff. 44-6

1960, Dec. 30

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

Death of their friend, Louis Clarke, on 13 Dec., he bequeathed to the Fitzwilliam Museum 24 drawings and 4 oil paintings by AJ, for addition to the 14 drawings and 6 oils the Fitzwilliam already possessed.  The Museum Syndicate had made postcards of three of AJ’s paintings, asks for further permission to reproduce his work; encloses permission forms (ff. 45-6).  Among the drawings bequeathed is AJ’s 1915 portrait of Louis.

f. 47

1961, Jan. 2

Fitzwilliam Museum

Encloses an official letter asking permission to reproduce his drawings and paintings.  Personal tribute to their friend, Louis Clarke.

CLARE D. WOOD

ff. 48-9

1932, April 19

Broadchalke, Salisbury, and Batt’s Hotel, Dover Street, [London]

Thanks for his letter about Kit, who ‘just burnt himself out’.

GAMEL WOOLSEY

f. 50

[1955, Dec. - 1956, Jan.]

Churriana, Malaga

Nice to hear from him and to think they may see him.  If Saunders can give him a good room to paint in and another for Dodo it might be better than taking the proposed house.

Hopes the picture that kept him in London is particularly good.  Glad he went to Wales and did the drawings of John Cowper Powys, wishes he could have done all three brothers.

Dodo is wise to ?bring her car, hopes they will come to see them.

Damaged
22787D
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DORA E. YATES

ff. 51-2

1931, Nov. 22

Class Libraries Office, The University, Liverpool

The Rai [John Sampson] wanted him to have this little book, which he himself liked very much, it is somewhat rare.  They have done as JS bade them [in scattering his ashes], the publicity was unavoidable.  AJ’s voice ‘reciting Romani so nobly was very wonderful’.  The Master would also have been pleased with ‘the scene in that oak-beamed kitchen afterwards’, and the Romani fun, but there is weeping for them after that.

AJ was right about the Rai using gavéngere for ‘policemen’, though she has never heard it from the Woods.  Asks him to acknowledge receipt of the gun.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 53-4

1932, April 18

Class Libraries Office

Messrs Young & Sons, the agents, passed on to her AJ’s request for books from the Rai’s collection, unfortunately sold by the Monday after the publication of the catalogue.  The School of Oriental Studies ordered about £40 worth.  But she and Macfie can supply some duplicates (listed).  Has inserted a holograph letter from [Francis Hindes] Groome to the Rai in the copy of the Folk-Tales ‘by way of compensation’ for its condition.

Asks his opinion of the Romané Giliá, the only review so far, in the TLS, is deplorable.

Copy
ff. 55-6

1935, March 19

Class Libraries Office

Encloses a letter from Chatto & Windus, has written to tell them that the copyright in the frontispiece illustrations he presented or loaned to the Rai for his books belongs to AJ.

Warns AJ that ‘this man who calls himself "Gipsy Petulengro" and claims to be Jasper’s "seventh (sic!) son" is an utter impostor’.  Macfie says they ought to expose him, but that might land the Journal in a libel suit.

Asks AJ and Dorelia’s opinion of In Lighter Moments.  The songs left out were better than those put in, as AJ knows well, but since the book was published by the University Press of Liverpool, she was forced to omit much she would have liked to include.  Most of the Rai’s friends were pleased with the book, but she fears AJ ‘did not think it worthy’.

Asks his view of the Journal, which has ‘come to life once more’ since Macfie took over the reins again.  Hopes the photographs of the Moscow Gypsy Theatre artistes in the next number will please him.

Asks him to write, life is empty without the Rai.  Just missed AJ last Whitsun, on pilgrimage to Foel G[och] and the White Lion, Cerrig-y-Druidion [sic].

English and Romani.

Copy
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ff. 57-8

1935, April 27

Class Libraries Office

Glad to find his letter when she came to work the other day, and to know that he and his wife liked In Lighter Moments.  Suggests he give copies as Christmas presents to friends, because the book has not sold well and she would like to prove to the ‘benighted University Press that John Sampson is still remembered outside sordid old Liverpool’.

Macfie, editor of the J[ournal of the] G[ypsy] L[ore] S[ociety], is delighted that AJ approves the last number.  DEY has seen odd parts of the Gypsy Nevo Drom run by the USSR but cannot get hold of the new Romani newspaper supposed to be printed by the Rumanian Tziganes of Bucarest, ‘where they have now formed themselves into a TRADES UNION’.

The so-called ‘Greek gypsies’ are still about, and may turn up on Epsom Downs in Derby next week.  Starkie, the ‘Vagabond Professor’ has ‘tumbled into some of them’ in Spanish Morocco, and Gilliat-Smith, now Consul-General in Leningrad, met two of the girls last week in Sarajevo.

DEY will probably be at Llandrillo, near Corwen, for Whit again.  She refused permission to the BBC ‘Gipsy Petulengro’ to use anything from The Wind on the Heath or the Journal ‘for his pestiferous talks’.

English and Romani.

Copy
f. 59

1937, Jan. 18

Class Libraries Office

Thanks for the half-guinea and New Year greetings.  Encloses a ‘charming letter’ for AJ from the retiring President, Dr Eugène Pittard, of the University of Geneva; AJ may wish to reply.  Asks if he met the gypsies near Swansea.

English and Romani.

Copy
f. 60

1936 [recte 1937], Jan. 22

Class Libraries Office

Thanks for his letter; his reply to Eugène Pittard was ‘absolutely charming’.  Their ‘Venerable Archidiaconal Editor’ has had Pittard’s letter to AJ printed as a leaflet for inclusion in the next number of the JGLS.  Hopes Jamaica will warm AJ.  The Rai’s Shelta vocabulary is published today in Macalister’s Secret Languages of Ireland.

English and Romani.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 61-2

1937, Oct. 27

Class Libraries Office

Greatly honoured when he answers her GLS letters so soon.  ‘In this god-forsaken hole’, desolate since the death of Garmon Jones, ‘who chose the harp music for the Foel [G]och ceremony and carried on the work of this Library in the great Sampsonian tradition’, they care only for ‘officialdom and the narrowest academic views.  All that Mackay, the Rai and the whole N.T. stood for is now anathema’.

AJ’s description of the three Gypsy girls made her long for such a sight.  Good of AJ to promise to go to the Château de Lourmarin to inspect the mural decorations by gypsies.  May 24 is the date of the Gypsies’ pilgrimage to Les Saintes-Maries.

A Gypsy Boys’ Orchestra from Budapest is performing at the Palladium, London, DEY means to go up to see them ‘in their diggings, where they are guarded by an army Captain and a very old Hungarian woman’.  The eldest lad is only 19, but the authorities are sending to Budapest for their wives to come to keep them in order.

Her notepaper and its ‘pretentious heading’ was designed and sent to her by an American GLS member, who is anxious to get a new cover designed for the Journal.  Asks AJ’s advice on this.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 63-4

1945, March 17

Class Libraries Office

Asks AJ to write a brief memorial notice of Arthur Symons for the Journal, lists his contributions to it.  Remembers Arthur and Rhoda Symons stopping at Cae Gwyn with the Sampsons years ago, he was a great admirer of the Rai’s Romani work and AJ’s draughtsmanship.

Copy
ff. 65-6

1947, June 26

The Library, University of Liverpool

Thanks for the photograph of his portrait of ‘Athaliah’ for reproduction as the frontispiece of her Book of Gypsy Folk-Tales.  This Athaliah Heron was the daughter of a famous English Gypsy story-teller, Tairni Boswell, and wife of another, Reuben Gray, so her appearance in the book is most appropriate, though she considered stories a ‘noosance’:  ‘her father and husband could be relied on to "spout" for days on end without a pause!’

Agrees that a ‘short, sharp answer in the region of the bul [behind]’ would have been far more effective on ‘the infamous E.H.’ than ‘that wordy legal document’.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 67

1947, Oct. 6

The Library

Thanks for transcribing the extract from Count [H.A.] Keyserling’s Analyse Spectrale de l’Europe; it would be a sin to translate it, it will be a valuable addition to their ‘Notes & Queries’ section.  By coincidence they are about to publish an article on Hungarian Gypsy music by Endre Spur, to which this will make ‘an admirable corollary’.

AJ’s Cornish address sounds ‘jolly’.

Copy
ff. 68-9

1947, Oct. 29

The Library

Thanks for his ‘personal and delightful introduction’ to the Keyserling note.  AJ’s contributions win more new members than all the others put together.  John Buchan’s widow, Lady Tweedsmuir, has just joined the GLS.  The last number cost £190 and Francis says they must cut down expenses drastically.

The Book of Gypsy Folk-Tales is to be published next Spring; will send AJ a proof of his frontispiece for approval, Mr Baker will take the utmost care to see that it is worthy.

Copy
ff. 70-1

1951, Oct. 1

The Library

Thanks for the copy of Freedom, containing ‘that sensible article by a Gypsy’, glad that AJ intends to comment on it in the next number; confident that his words will influence, ‘these stupid Town & Country Local Government officials’.

Mr Dodds MP is trying to help by introducing a new Bill, ‘but he probably won’t get a chance to do any good’.  Mr Dalton, the Local Government Minister, asked the Gypsy Lore Society last month to name a member to serve on his committee, and Brian Vesey-Fitzgerald was chosen.  But the only result so far is the suggestion of a ‘survey’ of Gypsies in Kent, Surrey, Sussex and possibly Hampshire.  Suggests that AJ write to [BVF].

When AJ’s Autobiography appears she will try to get Sacheverell Sitwell to review it for the JGLS.  The Society is desperately poor; relieved that AJ liked the last number.  Feels that they have fallen below Macfie’s high standard.  Francis is ‘a very conscientious but diffident fellow’, aks AJ to send the 10s to cover the increase [in subscription].  Looks forward to AJ’s ‘Sainte Sara’.

English and Romani.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 72-3

1952, Jan. 15

The Library

Kind of him to write that he liked her in memoriam sketch of Rosie [Griffiths].  Agrees that the p’uri cib [old tongue] ought to be recorded while there are still speakers, but she knows of none since Harry (Turpin) Wood - ‘your old ardent worshipper’ - died last Jan.  Manfri [Wood] cannot speak in sentences of deep Romani; Rosie’s brothers, Ben and Mattie can still speak it, but Ben is stone deaf and Mattie untraceable.  They had arranged for a BBC recording with Rosie but she never recovered her voice sufficiently.  None of the younger generation of Woods can raker Romanes.

Asks what happened to the television project.  Vesey-Fitzgerald and the BBC asked her about Romani-speaking Gypsies but she could only suggest Bampton Fair or Waltham for finding ‘a tribe of Romani-looking (NOT speaking!) Gypsies’.

Did not care for Jim Phelan’s Wagon-Wheels:  his ("haar-straubend" etymological suggestions ... are simply TOSH!!!’ Vesey Fitzgerald is therefore reviewing the book as fiction instead of experience, in the JGLS.  Good notices in the TLS and Sunday Times.

Asks when his Autobiography is to appear.  Phoenix House have ‘badgered’ her into writing Recollections of a Romani Rawnie, accepted for publication before the end of the year:  ‘I loathe writing’.  It may do the Society some good, but AJ is their ‘best and most dependable support’.

Copy
ff. 74-5

1952, Jan. 21

The Library

The day after she wrote that she knew no speakers of deep Romani except Benjamin and Mattie, she received an excited letter from a young Air-Force member of the Society, who had discovered a group of Welsh Gypsies near Pwllheli, who spoke inflected Romani and claimed Llewellyn Wood, the old harpist, as their great uncle.  He has collected 6 notebooks-full of specimens, containing examples of ‘deep’ Romani, ‘though not so deep as Matthew [Wood]’s’.  These are all the more valuable because the young man has not seen the Rai’s big book [John Sampson, The Dialect of the Gypsies of Wales], though he knows Smart & Crofton, [The Dialect of the English Gypsies].  The Gypsies with names like Shadrach Jones, Eli Roberts, etc., are certainly members of the real old family and know some rare words, like Bilaneskro Bar for the Gimlet Rock, and taXtino for ‘painted’.  Derek Tipler met them in Oct. and they will be back in Pwllheli in late Spring.  Asks AJ not to mention this discovery to the BBC.

Pleased that AJ liked her sketch of Rosie ‘because your support of the Society and your approval of my work are the only things I have left worth living for’.  Hopes he will find her book readable, will ask Sacheverell Sitwell to review AJ’s memoirs when published.  Agrees that Jim Phelan’s style is ‘refreshingly original’, and that he must have known many ‘travellers’ but his deliberate mingling of ‘Dichtung’ and ‘Wahrheit’ annoys her and Vesey Fitzgerald and other members.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 76-7

1952, Feb. 27

The Library

Thanks for the autographed copy of his book, [Chiaroscuro], which arrived this morning.  It made her heart leap (micro ‘zi te oxtél) to find in it AJ’s ‘glorious head’ of the Rai and a facsimile of one of his letters to AJ.  Looks forward to Sachy’s review in the Journal.  It will be fun to see what Liverpool makes of AJ’s work; loves his Bettws G[werful] G[och] chapter.  The Arts Faculty authorities have now consigned Lippie [Albert Lipczinski]’s picture of ‘the N.T.’ to some unknown hiding-place, ‘because the last Dean grew tired of seeing Mackay’s and Elton’s and the Rai’s and Reilly’s faces staring down at him from his walls’.

Copy
f. 78

1952, Aug. 22

The Library

Overwhelmed to find his ‘noble cheque to the Society’ waiting on her return to the University, he has pulled the GLS out of ‘the gulf of dark despair’.

Of course she will keep dark AJ’s words about the Montenegran princess.

[H.J.] Francis went with Derek Tipler to Pwllheli to visit the ‘deep speaking Welsh K’ále - but of course the birds had flown.  But the 6 notebooks are there.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 79-80

1953, Jan. 3

The Library

Thanks for his New Year greetings, which she reciprocates.  Relieved that he was satisfied with the last number of the Journal, had feared he might be displeased with the article on Munnings.  In the next or following number she is getting a member to write an article on Morland as a painter of Gypsies, but it will be difficult to procure good reproductions.

It would be a ‘huge advantage to the Gypsies’ if AJ’s doctor would consult B[ryan] Vesey-Fitzgerald, since he sat on the Local Authorities Committee for the recent Kent survey, he might lend AJ’s friend a copy of their Report, just published.

The woman in the New Forest AJ speaks of must be Juliette de Bairacli-Levy, who has just published A Manual of Herbal Lore, collected from Gypsies in Turkey, France, Spain and England, some of it already published in the JGLS.  She lives ‘with her babe’ in Fordingbridge.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
f. 81

1954, Nov. 1

The Library

Sorry to hear he is ill and in pain, sends wishes for his recovery.

She ought to have known that he recited, not read, those songs.  Glad he liked the Berlins, but she considers them pseudo-Gypsies.  ‘Aled Vaughan was an ass’.

Romani and English.

Copy
f. 82

1955, June 28

The Library

The book [Los gitanos] reached her today, Mr Fraser, their Spanish authority, has given it a favourable review, which will please Señor [Rafael] Lafuente; will send AJ a proof.

Now that Ackerley and Winstedt are both dead, their men of erudition are scarce, though a few younger members are learning Romani.  Next week hopes to be on vacation.  Hears Juliette is back at Fordingbridge, she has two lovely children.

English and Romani.

Copy
f. 83

1955, Sept. 19

The Library

Thanks for the cutting, ‘a good reply to an abominable practice’.  Sir William Haley, an old member of the Society, is now Editor of the Times so is always ready to print letters or articles in defence of Gypsies.  Sends a proof of the review of the Spanish book AJ sent [Los gitanos].

Copy
ff. 84-5

1955, Sept. 28

The Library

His ‘admirable letter’ in The Times is arousing ‘the sort of attention we hoped for’; the Special Correspondent’s article, ‘Gypsies among the Hop-pickers’ on Sept. 24 ought to do good in the right quarter.

AJ’s enclosures today are all most satisfactory.  J. C. Badcock is the author of Waybent, which DEY reviewed in the Journal:  ‘a very nice fellow but can’t afford to join the Society’.

Will write to Mildred Martineau to thank her for her cheque to the Society, and to Mr Cruttenden in hopes he will join the Society.  Miss Elizabeth Allen of the National Council for Civil Liberties may prove very helpful, will ask her what the NCCL is doing to defend the Gypsies from persecution from the local police.  The young ex-Airman has sent in a good article, ‘Specimens of Modern Welsh Romani’.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 86-7

1956, Oct. 4

The Library

In the next number of the Journal will appear the young Welshman’s article on the p’uri cib, and the frontispiece will be a reproduction of a colour drawing by Miss Jo Jones, ‘in the Cuera of La Faraona, Granada’.  Will send AJ a proof, asks him to write 150-200 words about it and her work.  Remembers AJ praised her work highly a couple of years ago, DEY got a few members to attend her exhibition in London; Mrs McGrigor Phillips bought a couple of her oil paintings, she is lucky to have them.  Hears that AJ is to open Juanita Berlin’s exhibition on Oct. 14.

Pleasant to see one of Innes’s pictures on the front page of the Times Lit[erary] Suppl[ement] last week.  Recalls the day they took him to Bettws Gwerfil Goch [sic], he was a great artist.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 88-9

1957, Jan. 18

The Library

Glad to get his letter, splendid that he has secured another new member, whose subscription AJ is paying.  Looks forward to hearing from this ‘keen student of Gypsies in Malaga’.  Jo Jones has introduced another, Miss Isobel Thow; Professor Armand Vidal of Avignon has just joined, all three influenced by AJ’s name and his article.  Glad he liked Jo Jones’s description of the Gypsy cave.

Derek Tipler’s [article on] Welsh Romani was ‘almost entirely his unaided work’.  He has now apparently ‘disappeared’ again.  DEY is much better, but cannot manage a long journey.  Suggests asking Juliette de Bairacli Levy to assist in the BBC record; she could speak well about the Gypsies.

Sends New Year greetings.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 90-1

1957, April 25

The Library

Thanks for his letter, waiting on her return to the University this morning.  Since she last wrote the treatment of the Hungarian Gypsies at Pershore has considerably improved, thanks to Juliette’s visit and influence.  Friendly letters have been received from W.V.S. headquarters and local representatives at Comberton Camp, so they are now better fed and housed, and work on the land found for some.  ‘Their chief need is for a couple of sound second-hand fiddles’.  But a letter from Montgomery Hyde about them, and British Gypsies in general, to the Home Secretary, should work wonders.

Details of cost of extra copies of the Journal; the subscription for Zoë Williams is £1.15.0, but AJ has not sent her address.

Will try to get the cover changed from red to yellow, but they have had ‘fearful trouble’ with Constable & Co.

Will try to get hold of Gerald Brenan’s new book, wonders if AJ agrees with his theory.

They have had 15 new members since last Jan., ‘through the interest aroused by your critique of [Jo Jones’s] frontispiece’.

Copy
ff. 92-3

1957, May 23

The Library

Thanks for the money for his subscription and that of the new member.  Asks for the address of Mrs Zoë Williams.  DEY has sent Montgomery Hyde a copy of the Journal, containing their Report on the so-called ‘Gypsy Problem’, giving ‘concrete instances of discrimination’, and asked if he could get ‘that wicked bye-law’, allowing travellers to camp for only one night, modified.

They have secured better conditions for the Hungarian Gypsy Refugees at Pershore, and got them away from ‘that bullying warden’, they are now at the Refugee Hostel at Bradford-on-Avon, where F.G. Hut[h], who learned Welsh Romani from Harry Wood and the Rai’s book, has gone to visit them.  Their name is Sarkozy, and they are musicians.

Derek Tipler has vanished again, he is always ‘up against the authorities’, has not answered her last three letters.

It was [T.W.] Thompson who wrote so well about the English Gypsies and Anglo-Romani, but DEY fears he is dead; he quarrelled with Winstedt (now also dead) and never answered any letters [from members of the Society] for 20 years.

DEY knew Juliette and her children had gone to France, with Gerald Brenan’s help; she means to go to Turkey and Israel.  The Hungarian gypsies adored her.  Congratulations to Caspar on his new post in the Navy [Vice Chief of Naval Staff].

Copy
ff. 94-5

1957, Nov. 26

The Library

Thanks for the cutting about the battle of the two Tinkers, which she is sending to their Tinkers expert in Shetland, Peter Jamieson, to find out the facts and date.  Unfortunately copyright law forbide their quoting any long passage from a periodical, but she could get in touch with the editor and writer of the article.

When the supply of red paper is exhausted she will try the yellow, as used for the Jubilee number.

She is 78 today, now the ‘oldest inhabitant’ at the University.  Derek Tipler is now in Swansea Prison for stealing a motorcar.

Jo Jones was satisfied with the sales at her O’Hana exhibition.  DEY sent a copy of AJ’s praise of her work to the Curator of the Walker Art Gallery, and tried to get them to buy one, ‘but you know what Liverpool is like’.  Comments on his latest portrait in the Sunday Times.

English and Romani.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 96-7

1958, April 10

[Westmoreland]

Thanks for his letter, which reached her today, forwarded from Liverpool.  She has read the article by the Hungarian, Kamill Erdäs, who is a member, and writing another article on Hungarian Gypsy horse-dealers.

Warns AJ not to lend his copy of Sampson’s book, now out of print, to Dominic Reeve, ‘who never returns anything’.  They have helped him with publicity for his Smoke in the Lanes.  His friend, F. G. Huth, does not believe he has a drop of Romano rat [Gypsy blood] nor does [Brian] Vesey Fitzgerald or DEY.  Huth had difficulty getting back anything loaned to DR.  Praises DR’s book, and AJ’s kindness to young artists and writers:  ‘Jo Jones fair worships you’.

DEY has been ill, now better.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 98-9

1958, Oct. 9

The Library

Liked Juliette’s book, Wanderers in [the New Forest], and praises his foreword, with ‘its biting satire on the idiotic policy of the rural Authorities’.  Vesey Fitzgerald is reviewing it for [the Journal].  The finances of the Society are ‘in a precarious state’ and the reserves will be exhausted in 5 years.  Wonders if she will be alive then.  But AJ’s name continues to attract new, young members.

Copy
ff. 100-1

1959, Aug. 31

The Library

Splendid to hear from Dominic Reeve and F. G. Huth that AJ is painting a portrait of Clifford Lee, ‘grandson of the man who bore the Rai’s ashes up Foel Goch’, and how good of AJ and his wife to allow the Lees and the Reeves to camp in their grounds.  Looks forward to AJ’s portrait of Beshlie.  Expects AJ found Clifford’s ‘breadth of reading and intellectual interests amazing’.  Thanks him for his care for the Gypsies and herself.

English and Romani.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 102-3

1959, Nov. 25

The Library

‘Absolutely stunned’ by his letter enclosing the present from the Gypsy Lore Society.  ‘Life indeed would be bleak for me without Gypsies and the work for the Gypsy Lore Society, which keeps alive ... the great work of the Båro Rai’.  Thanks for the gift.

AJ’s Romani scholarship is far, far greater than he will admit, and without him as President the Gypsy Lore Society would have been extinct years ago.  The Romanies love and admire him and talk to him like a brother.  Clifford Lee came to see her, marvelling at the breadth of AJ’s wisdom.  ‘To think that Gypsies of his type can now ... [discuss] ... Greek sculpture and Picasso’s pictures with the greatest living artist in the world is ... amazing!’

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 104-7

1959, Nov. 30

The Library

Thanks once again for his kindness.  She is overwhelmed by the proof of the Festschrift, amazed at the JGLS number in her honour [on her 80th birthday].  Hardly recognizes herself in the description of her virtues.  AJ’s contribution, and the memory of their young days, moved her deeply, as did the ‘beautiful prose’ of his letter, the three lines of Romani verse, and photograph of his mural of ‘Les Saintes Maries’.

Mr Francis has asked her to send AJ the attached letter of thanks (f. 106) to pass on to ‘these anonymous fellow members’.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 108-9

1960, Jan. 20

The Library

The sudden death of her sister has prevented her sending him birthday greetings.  Delighted to see how hale and hearty he looked in the newspaper photographs.

Jo Jones has gone to Zürich for an exhibition of her work, DEY sent her some prints of the photograph of Andalusian Gypsies in her Festschrift.  DEY honoured to have AJ’s ‘Les Saintes Maries de la Mer’ reproduced in it.

Dominic Reeve’s new book, No place like home, with Beshlie’s drawings, is to be published on April 14.  DEY has read the proof copy and likes it very much, ‘a more accurate presentation of life on the roads of English gypsies of today than Smoke in the Lanes.

English and Romani.

Copy
22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
ff. 110-11

1960, Feb. 3

The Library

Good of him to write when he must be so busy with work, including ‘Saintes-Maries de la Mer’, her pride at its reproduction in her Festschrift.  Hopes he finishes the other two panels in time for the R.A.

Dominic Reeve is lucky to have an introduction from AJ in his new book; DEY has just read a proof copy for Phoenix House.  Praises Beshlie’s drawings, including the one presented to DEY’s Festschrift.  Looks forward to seeing the photograph of AJ’s picture of Beshlie.

English and Romani.

Copy
ff. 112-13

1960, May 21

The Library

AJ looked dignified and splendid on television last Sunday, ‘but what impertinent questions that Mr Freeman asked you’.

Pleased that Dominic Reeve’s No place like home is getting good reviews, and that Beshlie’s illustrations are receiving praise.  Asks when AJ’s portrait of her will be finished.

Their ‘wealthy member’, Mrs Dorothy Una Phillips, who gave the Romani collection to the Brotherton Library of Leeds University, is anxious to buy Gypsy pictures to add to it.  If AJ’s sketch of Clifford Lee is finished and for sale, she might be prepared to buy it; she already owns AJ’s portrait of Dorelia.

The Romani work goes well and several new members have joined this year because AJ is President.

English and Romani.

Copy

MARGARET ZOGBAUM

ff. 114-15

[1961], Feb. 19

at Albergo del Sole, al Pantheon, Roma

Had a letter from Caspar yesterday, had written to interest him in her late husband’s memoirs, which she has had printed privately; it is ‘really a history of [the American] navy’.  Caspar wrote her a ‘charming letter’.

Her son, Wilfrid, whom AJ painted when he was 8 years old, is now a ‘quite well known artist’.  May try to visit AJ in England on her way back to the US; regrets that she did not take two more of the nude drawings he made of her.  Will ask Caspar to pass Zog’s book on to AJ.

22787D

Letters to Augustus John (cont’d)
UNIDENTIFIED CORRESPONDENTS

f. 116

[n.d.]

Apollo Theatre

AJ had seemed anxious to see the writer’s play, ‘Symphony in ?two flats’.

Incomplete
ff. 117-18

[?late 1920s]

Hotel du Roy René, Aix en Provence, B[ouches] du R[hône]

Returns to town next week, requests a portrait, maybe he saw Sir Frank Dicksee’s picture of a woman in white at the Academy.

Incomplete
f. 119

[?1940s]

St James’s House, St James’s Street, London

Asks for the return of his wife’s biographical sketch of AJ.  Confirms that he will call for AJ tomorrow.

22788C

LETTERS FROM IDA JOHN  (See also NLW MS. 22798B)

MARGARET HINTON

f. 1r
[1905, spring]

Marching Green

Thanks for her letter to Ida and Tony [David John], he and Caspar enjoyed it very much.  News of Robin, account of a typical day with the children.  [cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 182].

Transcript
f. 1v-2

[c.1900]

Nice to hear from her.  Philosophical and religious reflections, criticism of her own character:  ‘I am not always gentle and loving to you and everyone.  You know I am made out of sympathy with many people ... so often I am horrid and I hate myself then’.  Her ‘irritation and fidgets’ with Grannie, ‘I can’t be genuine and pleasant with so many of my family ... Father is made the same’.  She is trying to overcome her ‘churlish behaviour’.  [cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 77n.].

Transcript
Mrs ADA NETTLESHIP

ff. 3-4

[1906, Dec. 25]

[Paris]

Had meant to write for AN’s birthday.  Gus arrived ‘without a cold and I had prepared a dozen handkerchiefs’.  He is searching for a studio.  News of Robin and Caspar, glad that Tony [David John] is alright, ‘Ursula’s letter about his dancing was lovely’.  Felice was pleased with his letter.

Gwen John, [Wyndham] Lewis and Dorelia are coming to [Christmas] dinner, Clare brought a bunch of mistletoe, ‘which I have very immodestly hung up in the middle of the room’.

Ida sent David’s coat to Wigmore St last week, asks AN to send him up to the Rothensteins if he is invited, and to make David write to Grandpa at Southbourne, Tenby.

URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 5

[1898, mid Sept.]

[Paris]

Can hardly believe she is in Paris, it is strange to write to Sheringham.  She is high up, looking down on a boulevard with cafés.  Thanks for her letter.  Dorothy Salaman sent some lavender bags.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 87].

ff. 6-9

[1902, Jan. 21]

[Liverpool]

Thanks for her letter, curious that UN thought of Lewis, as it is a name they have considered [for David John].  The baby was a fortnight old yesterday.  Suggests UN and Kathie come in about 2 weeks, when Nurse leaves, to help Ida with the infant.  Mother and Gus are downstairs, Mother playing the piano.  Asks UN to thank Mrs Kersey for her card.  ‘I cannot realize I have a little boy yet - I cannot believe I am his mother’.  He is a ‘wonderful mixture of Nettleship-John’.  They would like to give him a Welsh name, ‘tho’ he is only 1/4 Welsh.  ‘It may be Owen - or Evan’.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 130].

ff. 10-11

[1905, early Nov.]

63 rue Monsieur le Prince, [Paris]

All is well so far, and the bonne, Clara, seems a jewel.  News of the boys.  Asks her to send the sheets, ‘we are having boxes on rollers for the children to sleep in’.  Gus was here for a week but has gone back to paint a portrait.  Thanks for the ‘amusing criticism of him in the D[aily] T[elegraph].  Sympathy on the death of [Henry] Irving.

Will Rothenstein came on his way to Italy, and bought the children a boat to sail on the Luxembourg.

22788C

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 12-16

1905, Dec. 6

63 rue M. le Prince

It is ‘quite unnecessary’ for UN to feel miserable about them, ‘unless of course your sense of morality is such that this ménage really shocks you’.  Ida has ‘got over’ her initial jealousy, the only thing which is wrong is its influence on UN and Ethel, ‘and the inevitable annoyance it is to mother’.

Dorelia could have lived elsewhere, and the scandal avoided, but Ida keeps her living with them partly for selfish reasons and partly because she finds it difficult to believe that it could really affect UN seriously, and it is much happier having her here, and they can live more economically.  ‘It is not awful, simply living a little more genuinely than would otherwise be possible ... accepting ... a fact instead of hiding it away’.  ‘To Uncle and Auntie Gus is greatly to blame for his lack of self-control’, others will blame Ida for countenancing it, but in the end she feels that this ‘will prove to be the best thing to have done’.  At most ‘we only make people uncomfortable’, as to UN’s prospects of marriage, that is ‘the one insurmountable and unmeltable object’.

Ida no longer grudges AJ his love for Dorelia, they live ‘in common charity, accepting the facts of the case’, and Dorelia is a ‘very wonderful person - a child of nature’.

Begs UN to write.  News of Robin, and ‘the new one (called Edwin) is very charming’; sorry UN is not coming for Christmas, but supposes she will enjoy it more at Haslemere:  ‘I suppose you’d have come if it hadn’t been for Dorelia dash it all’, though Dorelia ‘was quite prepared to disappear’.  [cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 206-7].

ff. 17-18

[1905, Dec. 12]

[Paris]

Glad to have her letter, which she thinks ‘a little heroic’:  ‘You have no business to feel so heroic as to be willing to give up marriage’.  Understands that there are some things that ‘seem so important which really don’t matter in the least’, like her painting:  ‘It has cost me much pain to give it up’.  It is unlikely that UN would love a man who could not ‘bear with our ménage’.  UN astonishes her with her idea of ‘uncleanness’:  ‘I cannot appreciate that ... It seems to me so natural’.  UN’s thinking appears to her ‘absurd and almost incredible - as if you’ll grow out of it’.  Cannot help thinking that ‘Auntie, deep down, understands as much and more as you and I understand’.

Sorry not to see UN, will have to come over if UN cannot come here.  News of Robin.  [Cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 207-8].

22788C

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
DOROTHY SALAMAN (‘BALOO’)

f. 19

[c.1892-5]

Birthday greetings.  Wanted to send her a rosary but Lousie [Salaman] thinks she would not care for it.  Sends love to Archie and Brenda.

f. 20

[c.1892-5]

Thanks for making the little bags.

f. 21

[c.1892-5]

Personal news, asks her to tell Michel [Salaman] their ‘bet’ is coming as soon as this month’s Studio is out, ‘unless he’d rather have a Kipling’.

ff. 22-3

[c.1892-5], Aug. 26

Norwood, Penmaenmawr

Thanks for the lavender.  They are all very sorry Louise could not come.  They see Euston and Miss Wertheimer in the sea, Ida wishes she were at Falmouth, ‘to hold your chin up in the sea’.  Dorothy is ‘a nice steady rock ... I am such a flighty girl’, would like to have ‘a real talk’ with her.  Self-consciousness is ‘like gin - It stops the growth!’  Asks her to tell Brenda ‘to beware of affectations at school’.

ff. 24-5

[?1895], July 28

St Albans

Thanks for the ivy leaf, a token of good friendship, warns her not to grow fat, but to take exercise.  Edna [Clarke Hall] sends her love.

ff. 26-7

[?1895], Aug. 13

Staden Farm, Buxton

Thanks for the lavender and the letter.  Ursula and Mother want her to make them [lavender bags] too.  Asks if Archie got ‘a small note’ from Ida, sent via Louise.  They have been here a fortnight.  Envies DS being at the sea.  Edna [Clarke Hall] is staying with Louise, Ida ‘wants awfully to be at Mill Hill’ [at the Salaman’s].  Sends love to Archie and Brenda, will write to Brenda and draw a picture for her.

ff. 28-9

[?1895], Aug. 31

Sele Lodge, Hertford

Apologizes for not writing before.  Mother and Ursula were pleased with the lavenders.  Asks her to tell ‘Rikki Tikki’ that her necklace is found, and to thank her for her letter, and to tell Archie that he is unkind not to write, as she has written twice to him.

Ida is going to Oxford after leaving here on the 9th, perhaps to Mill Hill after that.  Edna may come here for a day, she lives quite close.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 30-2

[?1896]

Warwick House, Aldeburgh, Suffolk

Begs forgiveness for not answering her letter or thanking her for the scent.  She has been away with Gwen [?Salmond] and Edna:  ‘we had a life fit for queens and princesses ...  We ran into the sea without garments’.  Account of their lodgings at Bacton.

Here with her family which seems ‘solemn and wearisome after the last 3 weeks’.  She works in a loft with a rickety floor with ‘stomping horses’ underneath, where she ‘tramp[s] about, wrestling with the sons of God, I get dreadfully dirty and my pinafore is covered with paint!’

ff. 33-4

[1895, Dec.]

58 Wigmore Street

Glad to have her letter and pincushion.  Had a ‘jolly time’ on Saturday, hopes Bessie [Cohen] and Louise [Salaman] enjoyed it too.  Ida has been practising the fiddle tonight; she and Louise go to St Albans on Saturday, and will be able to go for some long walks with Edna.  Jemima’s love to Brenda, and [Ida] shakes Archie’s hand.

ff. 35-6

[1895], Dec. 18

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for the ‘Belle Dame’, she will sing it on Thursday night at a dinner party they are giving.

DS never received the letter she sent via Louise after DS gave her the pin-cushion.  Sends love to Brenda and Archie.  Asks if she has seen the Second Jungle Book, Father is going to give it to Ida, hopes Mowgli ‘keeps up his character and does me justice’.

ff. 37-9

[1896], April 2

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for the flowers.  London is very dusty.  Louise will tell her there is no news, except that Ida’s illustrations are not accepted:  ‘it is a disappointment to have failed in my first attempt at public work’, but perhaps it will do her good.

That DS’s father should have died ‘seems very wrong and cruel and bad management ... and bewildering’.  Sends her love and sympathy.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 40-2

(1896), June 5

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for the flowers, Louise said she had sent them.  Ida and Louise have been swimming, ‘it gave a delicious tired heaviness in one’s limbs’.  She has a ‘charming new dress’ and blouse.  Tomorrow she goes to the National [Gallery] and British [Museum] ‘like a model maiden student’.  Sometimes she wonders ‘Why paint?’, it seems ‘like fools’ madness to even desire to put [beautiful things] down’.

ff. 43-4

[1896], June 23

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for the ‘growing plant rich in purple bells’.  Holidays on Saturday, but she will still work hard.

ff. 45-6

[?1898, summer]

Has not forgotten her, good luck with her practising.

ff. 47-8

[1898, Sept. 4]

Asks her to make ‘one of those lavender things you made for Mother’.  She is going to Paris with Gwen Salmond in 10 days, on Sept. 14.  Wishes DS luck with her bathing.  Louise, their brothers and Ida had some ‘charming picnics and meetings’ in Norfolk.  Asks after DS’s piano practice.

ff. 49-50

(1898, Sept. 7)

[The Slade School]

Sad to hear she has got chicken pox.  Ida goes riding on Saturday, the first time for 3 months.  Asks if Midge visits DS; Ida’s fiddle-playing; Louise is doing wild gymnastics, jumping up every minute to see if the Professor or Mr Tonks were in sight’.  They have a ‘horrid ugly man-model’ today, and Ida’s drawing is bad.

f. 51

[c.1898-9]

Would like to have a letter from DS in answer to hers.  Ida is reading Terres Vierges by Tourgueneff and Balzac’s Illusions Perdues.

ff. 52-3

(1899, Oct. 13)

No answer came to her letter ‘of long ago’, wonders what is the matter, urges her to write.  Ida’s ‘great difficulty is a sluggishness of brain’.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 54-5

[c.1899-1900]

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for her letter.  ‘I know in a vague way what it is to want a friend’, urges her to work ‘and throw yourself into outside things’.  Ida has her painting, so ‘ought to be strong and happy - and yet I am weak, and mope sometimes’.

?DOROTHY SALAMAN

f. 56

[?1901, Aug.]

Account of a dream:  ‘at one point I was in bed with another woman who was asleep, and Louise’s voice was outside asking about baby clothes ... I was always trying to pronounce Wertheimer in the right way like you said it’.  Will send back Brand, but G[us] has not finished with the M[ichel] A[ngelo] Life.  Asks when Redcliffe’s wedding will be.  Wonders if she has seen the Orpens.  ‘Gwen John will be coming soon, we think’.

MICHEL SALAMAN

ff. 57-8

[1898, Sept.-Oct.]

12 Rue Froidevaux, [Paris]

Nice to hear from him.  They have had news of [Augustus] John’s prize:  ‘he sent a delicious sketch of himself with "1st prize £30" stuck in his hat’.  Grace told Gwen a little about the criticisms and ‘the Professors’ huge satisfaction’.  They are working hard, ‘I almost think I am beginning to paint, but I have not begun to really draw yet’.

Impressions of their flat and studio:  ‘so untidy - so unfurnished’, and of the bookstalls along the river.

‘Gwen John is sitting before a mirror carefully posing herself.  She has been at it for half an hour.  It is for an "interior".  We all go suddenly daft with lovely pictures we see or imagine, and want to do’.  News of Gwen Salmond and Gwen John:  ‘we are very unideal and have most comically feminine rubs, at times ...  But as a whole it is the most interesting time I have ever spent’.  ‘Gwen bought some fine Holbeins’.

Appended:  note from Gwen Salmond, with impressions of a restaurant ‘where anarchists go and seem living an intense life in common’, and of the ‘Collectiviste de l’Arrondissement’ there:  ‘she is beautiful (like Edna) and grubbily dressed’.  Hopes MS’s ‘Moses’ was well criticised.  [cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 90].

ff. 59-60

[c.1899-1900]

Received his letter, sorry about tomorrow.  Suggests he comes to Maidenhead Thicket one day next week:  ‘Ursula and the little Kerseys want to see you again’; Ida will write to Mrs Salaman; Brenda could come later.  Ida is going to Gwen’s till Monday or Tuesday; borrowed his ‘Benvenuto Cellini’ for half and hour, from his room at Gower Street.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
f. 61

[?1900]

News of her drawings, ‘mostly portraits’.  Wishes him luck with his fishing.  Sends love to Redcliffe, Louise and Dorothy.

f. 62

1900, Feb. 1

58 Wigmore Street

Sorry that Miss Bate is an annoyance.  Wonders if he has seen Whistler.  Ursula’s fourteenth birthday.  Ida is going to stay Saturday night with Bessie, went up there on Monday with Mother and Ursula.  [Augustus] John, [William] Orpen, Gwen J[ohn] and Ida went to the Hippodrome, a ‘magnificent entertainment’.

‘John’s portrait of me has clothed itself in scarlet - I think it is coming on’.  Her drawings in Sandow’s Magazine are well reproduced but look ‘decidedly amateur’.

Gwen John has gone back to 122 Gower St, ‘John sleeps, apparently, anywhere - I presume mostly at Orpen’s’.  Mrs Everett took MacEvoy, Orpen, young Everett, Gwen J[ohn], Ida and a friend of Mrs Everett to a ‘gruesome’ Salvationist meeting, not many ‘fine faces’ there.  Sends love to Carmen.

ff. 63-4

[1901, ?July]

Southbourne, Tenby

Asks about Clement [Salaman]’s marriage today at Berkeley Square, ‘Louise is very reticent’.  Wonders if Dora is going on the stage, and whether they will live at Partingdale.

Suggests MS visits them at New Quay this summer:  ‘Gwens Salmond and John will be there, perhaps Father and Gus’.  Gwen is painting a lovely picture.  Strolling Players at Tenby.  Gwen is ‘reading a Tourguenieff and is unconversable’.

ff. 65-6

[1901, Aug.-Sept.]

3 Prospect Place, New Quay, Cardigan

Glad to have his letter, she is staying here with Gwen Salmond, to be joined by Gus and Gwen.  Gwen [Salmond] is beginning to draw the landlady, Mrs Davis, this morning, and Mr Evans, the butcher, this afternoon.  Hears that Orpen has an article about his work in The Artist.  There are some ‘grand models’ here.  She and Gwen watched a regatta from the cliff.  Mother and Ursula went home today.

New Quay is ‘a fine place’, and their cottage has flowers in the windows and ‘amazing pictures and photographs on the walls.  The inhabitants are very Welsh’.  Will answer Louise’s letter soon, is reading Jane Austen.  Gwen S[almond] would like a letter.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 67-8

[1901, Sept.-Oct.]

66 Canning Street, Liverpool

Thanks for his letters.  Gus’s wound is all right now, he is at the studio doing an etching of an old man.  Gwen is coming by steamer from New Quay at the end of the week.  Ida owes him a bottle of Sloe Gin, but he will probably hate it, so may choose anything else up to 2s 6d.  Asks about Redcliffe’s wedding.

Ida and Gus are gradually ‘stripping the sitting room of its ornaments and putting up ours’.  Gus is teaching French to his model, Lizzie Saxton.

ff. 69-70

[1902, July]

138 Chatham Street, Liverpool

Sends congratulations to Elkin.  David sends thanks for the money:  he is the ‘dearest and wickedest baby’ at 6 months.  Will give Gwen the 10s.  Gus and Gwen went to Wolverhampton yesterday, and say it is a magnificent show.  Asks MS to visit, but before Aug. 1 when they go away.  In the second half of Aug. she may leave David with her family and go away for perhaps 3 weeks, perhaps to London.  Gus talks of going to Anglesey.  At present they are ‘bubbling with sovereigns and cheques, caused by the disturbance Gus’s work has created in the rich Liverpool waters’.  His portrait of [Professor John MacDonald] Mackay was a great success and brought him £50.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 115-16].

ff. 71-2

[1902, July]

138 Chatham Street

Regrets that he did not come.  Gus lost his train to Wolverhampton.  Asks for news of the babies, sends love to Louise.  Gus cannot go to Auvergne, will see MS in London, they will come through on their way to Haslemere in a fortnight.

ff. 73-4

[1902, Aug.]

18 Fitzroy St, [London]

The baby is coming back in a few days, asks if they can use MS’s rooms till he wants them, as they cannot get into a house for a month or two.  Gus is working in both studios.  Ida’s father is in a very serious condition, and had to have a leg taken off last Tuesday.

Had tea with Louise and Mrs S[alaman] in Bond Street.  Gus divides his time between work and Hampstead.

f. 75

[1902, Sept.]

Father’s death yesterday afternoon, the funeral is on Wednesday at Kensal Green.  Gus is drawing him today.
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Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 76-8

[1902, Sept.]

18 Fitzroy Street, [London]

Asks him to tell Hayward not to worry about MS’s rooms after today as they now have a servant.  Hopes MS does not mind the French nurse sleeping in his room.  Ida has locked up his silver and glass, and put the pictures and images in the studio.  Does not know when they will have their house.  MS’s ‘sweet letter to Mother’.  Sorry he could not come on Wednesday.

ff. 79-80

[1902, ?Sept.]

18 Fitzroy St

Gwen thanks him but cannot use his rooms, she is teaching a girl at the British Museum in the mornings and painting a picture in her own room in the afternoons.  Gus is using MS’s studio, painting Signorina Cerutti.  They are house and servant hunting, have bought a parrot and ‘Gus is teaching him to swear in Gypsy’.  Does not envy MS the coast.  Ursula’s illness; the baby took to her; Louise says she ‘was made to look at Dora’s baby!’  Gwen John has a ‘most exquisite looking pupil of about 15 years old’ sitting for Gwen in exchange for lessons.  ‘Gwen makes her draw the most hideous and wicked of the Roman emperors in the British Museum’.

ff. 81-2

[1903, April]

18 Fitzroy St

Thanks for the flowers and grapes, news of the new baby, [Caspar].  David is very kind to him.
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LETTERS TO DORELIA McNEILL

BORIS ANREP

f. 1

(1914, Aug. 3)

Leaves for the war today or tomorrow, sorry he has not seen her lately.  Does not know how long he will be in Russia.  Wonders whether Helen [and the children] should come to England.  Sends love to Ede and the children.

f. 2

[early 1920s]

65, Boulevard Arago, Paris

Could not write before because his ‘smart paper’ was not ready.  Thanks for her letter.  Very busy, making ‘black and coloured pictures’.  Would like an exhibition at Chenil’s, for about 50 ‘small "objects"‘.  Asks her to make enquiries.

Asks when Edith arrives here, the end of March or beginning of April would suit.  ?Sonia got the poem, books, 10s and DMcN’s letter, asks if she received the [?mosaic].  News of Helen and Nastia.

DORA CARRINGTON

ff. 3-4

[?1926, summer]

Ham Spray House, Hungerford, Berks.

Sends a ‘podge of Botanicals’.  An ‘exquisite German prince called Bismarck’ is staying for the weekend:  ‘life here is beset by visitors’.  Made [Philip] Ritchie sit for her this afternoon, will perhaps persuade the Prince tomorrow.  ‘He speaks, which is seldom, perfect English’.

Had a long letter from Helen [Anrep], who likes France.  In Sept., if Lytton [Strachey] goes away, DC might come to stay at Alderney.

f. 5

[?1926, Sept.]

Ham Spray

Thanks for the honey.  Enjoyed seeing Dorelia at Alderney, hopes she will go to Conock Manor as it is only ¼ mile from here, DC will be here permanently after Thursday.  ‘This garden looks extr[a]ordinaryly mouldy after Alderney’.

ff. 6-7

1926, Nov. 29

Ham Spray House

Thanks for sending the shawl, hopes Henry did not convey she was in a fuss about it.  Fog in London.  Visited Helen [Anrep] ‘in her Rogerian menage’.  Roger [Fry] was painting his rooms upstairs in ‘marbled pillars and Il [sic] Greco draperies’.

Heard that Stephen Tomlin ‘has carried off victoriously the lovely Princess Julia ... I am glad, as they [are] both my favourites’.

Sends a photograph of her horse for Poppett [sic].  Asks Dorelia to write about her life in France, offers to keep looking out for a new house for her.  [Henry] Lamb is in London painting tennis champions.  Helen and Roger stayed here a fortnight ago.
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Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

ff. 8-10

1927, Jan. 18

Ham Spray House

Thanks for ‘the exquisite shell casket’.  [Henry Lamb] never gave her Dorelia’s address, ‘and I felt a letter might as well be sent to sea in a Bottle as sent to Mallord Street to be forwarded’.  Still looks for houses for Dorelia, sends details of one in Middle Wallop, if she sees ‘anything superlative’ she will ‘put it down to the Chenil Gallery’s debit’.

Met Robin [John] at Boris [Anrep]’s one evening.  Helen came to Shelbourne 10 days ago, and both children got flu, Fanny [?Fletcher] came to the rescue.  Lytton went to Rome for Christmas.

Wonders if Poppet and Vyvian [sic] can dance the Black Bottom:  Julia [Strachey] tried to teach them at Christmas, ‘but I think it all depends on having the right sort of Bottom’.

Complains of the cold weather; news of Henry [Lamb].  Tommy Earp’s ‘assault on Mrs James Strachey’:  ‘he narrowly escaped death.  For she is terrifickly strong’.  Envies Dorelia’s life in France.  Henry Lamb’s portrait of Pernelle Strachey.  ‘Lytton writes Queen Elizabeth over the fire, and groans with the cold, and the effort of writing’.

Last week she fell in love with ‘a most exquisite Greek’ [sketch], but unfortunately ‘of the other persuasion’.

f. 11

[1927, April]

Ham Spray House

Sends 5s. and Dorelia’s Jack:  her front tyre exploded after Amesbury.  ‘Ham Spray looked sadly provincial after your palace’, but Lytton reminded her that [the Johns] had no view.  When she has the ‘spring growth under control’, and has finished a few paintings she will appear again with paint brushes.  Lytton will come over when it is hot again.

Thanks for the picture of V[ivien] and the dogs.  She goes to London tomorrow for 2 days.  Lytton went to H[enry] L[amb]’s show, which was ‘star[r]ed with red spots’.  Offers Dorelia a purple solanum for her greenhouse.  Advises handpainted wallpaper for her distillery room.

ff. 12-13

[1927, ?June-July]

Ham Spray House

Sends photographs of Dorelia’s ‘ravishing daughters’, imvites them to stay next Tuesday.  Henry and Pansy [Lamb] are coming and could pick them up at Fryern.  Lytton is reading Rasselas to her.  Hopes Dorelia might visit.  DC’s life has ‘become dreadfully disordered’ but it seems ‘impossible to reform’, and she has gout.  Ralph [Partridge]’s stomach complaint; ‘I tell him his stomach ache wasn’t nearly as bad as what we suffer’.  Lytton is in London.

ff. 14-15

[1927, ?July]

Ham Spray House

Thanks for the bulbs.  The peaches were ‘a frightful swindle ... they turned out simply wet cottonwool to taste’.  May get over to see her next week, but the car ‘has developed a consumptive’s death rattle’.

Difficult to decide in what style to paint the dahlias.

She goes to a new osteopath in London, ‘with a face like a grey mandrill’.

Will send Dorelia Rhapsody by Dorothy Edwards, if she has not read it.  Lytton has a private secretary for this month, an admirer of Dorelia called Sebastian Sprott, to put all Lytton’s letters in order.
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Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

ff. 16-17

[1927, summer]

The weather is too vile for a Fordingbridge expedition.  Has not been able to ride because the horse had lost three shoes.  Lytton sends love.

ff. 18-19

[?1927, Dec.]

Ham Spray House

Sends ‘rather a mangy tribute of my love’, enjoyed yesterday evening.  When she told Lytton of all the ‘marrying and giving-in-marriage’s’, he said, ‘I think I shall marry Dorelia ... only I suppose there’d have to be a duel with John!’  Asks her to come to stay if the Johns do not go to France.  In Feb.. she will send Dorelia a telegram.

ff. 20-1

[1928], Jan. 6

Ham Spray

Was prevented from writing by vagueness about Dorelia’s address, but Helen says it is Villa St Anne.  Dorelia was wise not to spend Christmas at Fryern, they had seven here for a week, then two for four days, and it was too cold to enjoy toboganning.  Scene with Ralph over the telegram from Dorelia, but was consoled by her postcard.  Julia and Tommy [Stephen Tomlin] were here, also James [Strachey], Frances Marshall and Lytton.  They had to fetch food on sledges.

Had a letter from Henry [Lamb], who seemed pleased with Toulon.  Raymond Mortimer, ‘one of Lytton’s Hoopoos Henry called him’, is engaged to Valerie Taylor.  Everyone is in London now, tomorrow she goes up to see the circus.

ff. 22-3

[1928, Nov.]

Ham Spray House

Thanks for her letter, glad that Edwin is better; delighted that nothing irrevocable happened at Cambridge:  ‘you must set up some decoy Ducks in an ambush of roses to lead him away from his Bower of Nettles’.  She is exhausted by a weekend of Boris, Saxon Turner, Mr Winkworth ‘and our usual inmates’, ‘two displays of fireworks and perpetual conversations and drinking’.

The patterns chosen for the curtains are out of stock, and the quilt moves very slowly.  DC will come and finish Dorelia’s room directly there is a lull on the building.  Will write to Augustus tomorrow.
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Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

f. 24

[1928, Dec.]

Ham Spray

Hopes Augustus’s ‘triumphant R.A.’ brings an income.  Lytton has bought the Aubusson, but it means choosing new curtains.  Visited Conock last week, it ‘looked ‘indescribably rare, and romantic’, and Ralph was furious that [the Johns] had not been allowed to live there.

ff. 25-6

[1929, early Oct.]

Ham Spray House

Thanks for a perfect holiday, DC will send her love ‘in driblets of shell frames and tiles’.

‘Rather crushed’ that Olive can only stay till the end of the month, must try to get a servant.  Sends a cheque, Lytton has done her accounts for her.

ff. 27-8

[1930, Jan. 13]

Ham Spray House

Lovely to see her again.  Julia and Captain B[eakus Penrose] enjoyed themselves tremendously.  DC had an awful drive back in a snowstorm.  Trees down in the park.

Tomorrow goes to London to paint a decoration and hear two operas.

(Sketches on ff. 27r, 28v).

f. 29

1931, March 29

Ham Spray House

Thanks Dorelia for a lovely evening watching the acrobats.  Will not come up tomorrow after all as there is ‘a crush coming for Easter’.  Thought she saw a gypsy caravan yesterday and rushed up with a silk handkerchief, but found a ‘motor caravan with an elderly arts and crafts lady in tweeds’.  Recommends Poems by Dorothy Eastdale [recte Joan Adeney Easdale], published by the Hogarth Press.

DUBLIN MUNICIPAL GALLERY OF MODERN ART

f. 30

1963, Oct. 9

Parnell Square, Dublin

Thanks for the drawing of Joseph Hone which arrived safely this evening, ‘a splendid likeness’.

f. 31

1963, Dec. 13

Parnell Square

The Art Advisory Committee met on 11 Dec. and has great pleasure in accepting the drawing of Joseph Hone by Augustus John, and thanks her for the gift.
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Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

TOMMY EARP

ff. 32-3

1929, April 29

32 Fitzroy St, [London]

After their delightful party, he took coffee on Friday with [Augustus] John, who asked them down to [Fryern] this week, and that May might do some sitting, and TE some writing.  If TE receives ‘an editorial cheque’ they will first go up to London to shop.  The other thing which is delaying their visit is the R.A. press day, Sharp is obdurate that TE must write remarks for his art-columns.

Several people who were at the party agreed that they all enjoyed it, though TE was disappointed that neither Poppet nor Vivien danced with him.  Will wire when he and May can come [to Fryern].

ff. 34-5

1932, Sept. 19

32 Fitzroy St

Thanks for her rescue of him, has now ‘just touched solvency’.  Asks if he can come to Fryern for a day or two, might be useful to John in a picture.  May has tended him through a heavy cold.

[?Wyndham] Lewis and Nina [Hamnett] ‘have received writs for libel for their respective literary works’.  Fitzroy St is ‘an inferno by day and night’, but the Isle of Dogs ‘becomes paradise after sunset’.

ff. 36-8

1933, Feb. 18

32 Fitzroy St

Looks forward to seeing them both tomorrow.  The evening with them was delightful.  Applied for the job at Reading.  Comments on an exhibition of portraits of ‘Beautiful Women of the 19th century’.  Working on Stendhal, and reading Marot for pleasure.  Has arranged a walk to Bugsby Marshes for next week.  Appends a poem.

ff. 39-41

1941, Jan. 14

Ockham Cottages, Kingsley, Bordon, Hants

They enjoyed their visit to Fordingbridge enormously.  Snow on the return journey.  Farnham ‘no longer yields garlic’.  Encloses a copy of a ‘Fleur du Mal’ for John, for the quotation.  AJ’s drawings and memoirs were ‘a tonic’ for TE, and a ‘splendid impulse to creation’.  Comments on Vivien’s painting, and on the cigarette mats.

Confesses to carrying off a book from Fordingbridge.  Interruption by ‘our Pre-Raphaelite landlady’.  Will write shortly to John.
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Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

ff. 42-6

1943, Sept. 24

Ockham Cottage

Thanks for ‘my happiest week of the year’.  Has not forgotten the musical dicitionary, but on two London visits work has prevented him seeking it.  Will send her a copy of his annotated edition of Stendhal’s Haydn etc. this weekend, comments on the book and its background.

ff. 47-8

1944, March 24

Ockham Cottage

She should by now have received the work on oriental music.  Sends a piece of verse inspired by the Chinese section.  Personal news.  Recommends W. Gaunt, The Pre-Raphaelite Tragedy.  Garlic now available in Soho.

ff. 49-51

1948, June 6

4 High Street, Alton, Hants

Yesterday they consumed ‘the last drop of ambrosial Alderney [mead]’.  Enjoyed seeing Dorelia again.  Account of his latest work.  Has viewed two houses at Selbourne.  A ‘dîner-dansant’ at the Swan, Alton; two trips to London, including visits to the Courtauld and the Tate.  Also saw Augustus in London, will write to him offering sittings.  They could come to Fordingbridge about the 10th.

FANNY FLETCHER

ff. 52-3

(1930, Dec. 26)

Burgate Cross

Account of Christmas Day, news of the cats; Mary Alington, Dot, Lettice, another woman, Romilly and Kathie had tea here one day, FF had just finished an evening dress for Kathie.  Dorelia will soon be a grandmother; Poppet will not delay having a family.

FORDINGBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

f. 54

1964, March 18

Market Place, Fordingbridge, Hants.

Suggests erecting a statue in Fordingbridge in honour of Augustus John, a sub-committee has been appointed to view suitable sites.  Invites proposals from the John family.

Incomplete
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ANTONIO GANDARILLAS

f. 55

[1962, Jan.] 19

22 rue Pomereu, [Paris]

Thanks for her letter and the photo of Augustus:  ‘he looks so beautiful, young and beautiful’.  Still rather ill, and disappointed he was unable to be with her last Friday [at the memorial service], but hopes to see her soon either in London, or at Poppet’s, in the south of France.

JAMES B. HEMINGWAY

f. 56

1963, Aug. 21

Borough Surveyor’s Office, Picton House, Picton Place, Haverfordwest

Thanks for her letter; an order will now be placed for a memorial plaque [for Augustus John] for 5 Victoria Place.

D. DILWYN JOHN

f. 57

1962, July 18

National Museum of Wales, Cardiff

Just received from Captain Brynmor Anthony the gift of Augustus John’s palette and brushes, made to the Museum by the Contemporary Art Society of Wales, to commemorate his association with the Society.  They have been placed on exhibition near some of AJ’s paintings.

GWEN JOHN

ff. 58-9

[1904, May-June]

[Paris]

Ida wants Dorelia to go to Augustus, and has written to him and GJ.  DMcN is necessary for his development and Ida’s, and he for Dorelia’s.  GJ writes like this because she loves them all.  Feels sorry for Leonard, but he has had his happiness.  AJ is going home tonight.  GJ urges Dorelia to come to Paris by the first train and she will meet her at the Gare du Nord.  She should not say goodbye to Leonard.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 169-70, and NLW MS 22308C, ff. 9-10].

ff. 60-1

[1904, May-June]

[Paris]

Dorelia does not understand that they want her to be free; GJ did not write that letter [ff. 58-9] in an ecstasy, she wrote the day after reading Ida’s letter.  Leonard could never help or understand because he would have to have known Dorelia, Ida and Augustus a long time; GJ knows that Ida and AJ are ‘more parts’ of Dorelia than is Leonard.  Dorelia knows she is Augustus’s.  GJ will not come to her, she has seen Leonard and read his letter and is even more certain of everything she has told Dorelia.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 170].

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

f. 62

[1904, Aug.-Sept.]

[Paris]

Thanks for the Romany words and for making the skirt, sends two lengths of cotton for her waist and length measurements.  Leonard came up to her a few days ago:  ‘I should write him a nice letter if I were you’ or he will get ill.

News of the four Toulouseans visiting Paris, they were disappointed not to see Dorelia.  GJ got Rodin to let them come to the studio, ‘a great favour, as he does not see students now’.  The Toulouseans are ‘so enthusiastic that they are almost unintelligible’; they all ‘seem better artists than we met in Paris by a long way’, and have joined the Ecole des Beaux-Arts and an evening cours.

GJ has lost the earrings like Augustus’s, asks her to send more, ‘but I can’t pay you yet’.

f. 63

[c.1904-5]

[Paris]

Did not know she was ‘making a petit’, ‘it must be very interesting and amusing and will be lovely in the caravan.  When we continue our walk to Rome we will carry it by turns on our back in a shawl’.  GJ can finish the dress Dorelia is making for her.  The cat’s kitten died, ‘which cast a gloom over my ménage’.  Wonders who sent The Purple Land and whether Dorelia got her guitar, if not it is at Victoria Station.  The long cotton is the length to the ground, the short is her waist without stays.

IDA JOHN

ff. 64-5

[?1904, Dec.]

Sends love ‘to the prettiest little bitch in the world’.  The coat is much admired, Mother is going to give her a dress, they will be at Littlehampton.  Insists that Dorelia writes.  It was ‘bitter cold last night’ in bed without her.

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

ff. 66-70

[1905, Spring]

Gus writes that Dorelia is going away when he has finished the picture, that she has ‘got sad ... at Matching Green ... of course it is not Matching, but me’.  She tried to be jolly, but has made Dorelia miserable and Gus blames Ida entirely for everything.  But Ida feels she ‘suffered too much’.  It has always been open to Dorelia to go.  Does not think Ida and Gus can live together after this, and wants to separate.  Offers to help over the baby’s birth, or could keep out of the way; she would rather come, ‘probably only because I don’t like to be away from things.  Gus is ‘a mean and childish creature besides being the fine old chap he is’.  Cannot think of Dorelia as the sufferer, because she is free, and Gus loves her, and it was for her freedom that Ida envied her so:  ‘You meant to Gus all that lay outside the dull home - the unspeakable fireside, the gruesome dinner table’.  Neither Ida nor Gus is ‘strong enough to find freedom in domesticity’.  The pain has robbed Ida of the tenderness she felt for Dorelia, but Dorelia still seems to belong to them.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 194-5].

ff. 71-2

[1905, March-April]

Fifield House, Fifield, Oxford

Urges her not to go until they go.  IJ is bringing back a bottle of olives from Louise.  ‘I want to go out from Matching Green altogether and part at a crossroads’.  They will all have dinner together before Dorelia goes.  From tomorrow will be at Chaloner Dowdall’s, Liverpool; Louise is giving her two ostrich feathers and some lace.

IJ defends Dorelia to outsiders ‘honestly in the cause of truth and because I imagine I know you really, while they only conjecture or have prejudices’.  Admires but still hates Dorelia:  ‘Gus doesn’t seem able to understand this - and it so simple’.

ff. 73-6

[1905, March-April]

Fifield House

Dorelia must decide whether she should go or not, her letter was so sensible.  ‘Men always seem indifferent about babies ...  Gus is [not] more so over yours than he was over mine.  He never said anything about David except "don’t spill it"‘.  She should not believe that he came over to Belgium because he was sorry for her:  ‘if ever a man was in love he was - and is now, only of course it’s sunk down to the bottom again’.

To stay together seems impossible, ‘only we know it isn’t’.  But feels Dorelia would be happier away, and Ida could come over for August.  Hates Dorelia doing much in the house because she feels that Gus used to think Ida treated her ‘like a mother’s help’.  Ida would be glad now if they all lived apart, ‘or anyway if I did with the children’.  Pride made her ask Dorelia to stay on, and she didn’t see how she could live with Gus alone again.

Seems to have given Gwen Salmond ‘an awful impression’ before David was born.  Felt ‘a pig’ not to talk to Dorelia more about the baby, ‘but I couldn’t manage it’; admires her but does not feel friendly or tender to her ‘because you seem aloof and like some calm independent animal ... added to all this is my jealousy’.  Gus is a poet, but Ida is ‘nothing but a rubbish heap with a few buried treasures which will all be tarnished by the time they come to light’, her mistake is ‘considering Gus as a man instead of an artist-creature’.  Maybe they will laugh at all this when they are 50.  She does want to be there for Dorelia’s baby, ‘but I know I shan’t manage it’.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 196-7].

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

ff. 77-8

[1905, March-April]

Fifield House

A ‘very simple explanation of our position’ occurs to her: ‘a wife is ... a fixture and not free, and a mistress has no right to expect faithfulness’.  IJ and Dorelia have neither the peace of mind of the wife nor the freedom of the mistress, so the ‘only remedy is to both become mistresses’.  IJ will ‘never consider myself as a wife.  It is a mockery’.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 202].

f. 79

[1905, June]

28 Alexandra Drive, Sefton Park, Liverpool

Glad she is giving the baby [?Robin] 8oz now that he is in his eighth month; wonders where Dorelia found it in Chavasse; advice on proportion of milk and water.  Ida longs to be back.

Mother wants to come to Matching for W[h]itsuntide, next week; wondered if Dorelia and Gus could go down to see the caravan.

Incomplete
ff. 80-1

[1905, summer]

Matching Green

Encloses a letter from Gwen; Ida suggests sending the dress to Dorelia to finish; she will have to change the francs here.  Gwen’s "waist cotton" is in the envelope.  News of the chickens.  Robin’s lip is quite healed.  Local news.

THORNTON JOHN

f. 82

1949, Feb. 4

Langley Prairie, box 88, B[ritish] C[olumbia], Canada

Thanks for her letter with the photo of Gus ‘in his working order’.  Food and clothes rationing in Britain.

Glad to get Gus’s letter after his return from Wales and to know that the headstone is in place.

Snow and drought in Canada.  TJ will go up the mountains again in June.  His meeting with an old Indian woman and her nephew in Sept.

Incomplete
22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

JOHN HOPE-JOHNSTONE

ff. 83-7

1917, April 19

Wonders if she got the letters he wrote to her in the last 4 months, as he has not heard from her.  He is moving about a great deal, was in Corfu and Albania before Christmas, and then on the Greek islands.  Impressions of Rhodes and Crete.  Has some embroideries for her when he comes back on leave.  His job is ‘not at all bad’.  Asks after the children and the garden.  Hears that ‘Pipstein’ has had a very successful exhibition.

IVOR ROBERTS JONES

ff. 88-9

1964, Jan. 18

31 St James’s Gardens, London

The letter from Sir K[enneth Clark] gives all the support they need, and implies that he is happy with IRJ [undertaking a statue of AJ].  Asked KC to write to Dorelia.  Heard from Vivian that Dorelia has not been well.  Sends Sir John [Rothenstein]’s British Art since 1900, which includes a page on IRJ’s ‘Claudel’, which could be shown to the Council.  Romilly thought this ‘reassurance’ might be a good thing.  Enjoyed his visits to Fryern and meeting Dorelia.

LAURA KNIGHT

f. 90

1969, June 16

16 Langford Place

Thanks for her letter; sure that Dorelia too feels it is better to be the one left behind - ‘a man is so helpless when left alone’.  Her exhibition goes on until 28 June, it is doing reasonably well in rather a mild fashion’.  The Duke of St Albans owns the galleries.

GEORGE LAMBOURN

f. 91

[?mid 1930s]

Porch House, Brooke, Norfolk

Suggests having ‘another go’ at his portrait of Augustus.  Has been painting watercolours.

C. H. REILLY

ff. 92-3

1932, Feb. 1

Santa Clara, Torremolinos, Malaga, Spain

Has now been here four days; impressions of Torremolinos.  Sends photographs, hopes they will come to stay; a flat is available as well as the pension.  Has not yet written to Romilly.

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

M. E. ESCARRA DE RIBES

f. 94

1959, Aug. 19

c/o Baron Philippe de Rothschild, Hesselagergaard, Hesselager, Denmark

Lord Beaverbrook is coming to London for 2 days before leaving for Canada on Aug. 25, and would like the writer to see the large painting ‘Canadian during the war’, on the 26th.  Asks him to send a message to the Ritz.  Would be delighted if Fredericton’s Art Gallery had one more Augustus John painting.

JOHN SAMPSON

ff. 95-6

1903, Feb. 16

University College, Liverpool

Liked her letter very much, and wanted to reply sooner.  Has made two or three songs for her but is bashful about sending them.  Asks whether she is really Dorelia, but he does not care, though he would like to talk with her.

Following her comments on the word ratvalo [‘bloody’] he sends verses in Romani [incorporating ratvalo in every line]; sends also a song composed after Heinrich Heine, in Romani and English versions.  He does not compose his songs first in English, although other Romani Ryes do so.  Asks if she has had a letter from a Miss Elphinstone.

Romani.

Copy
LYTTON STRACHEY

f. 97

1913, Oct. 6

[The Lacket, Lockenridge,near Marlborough]

Thanks for her letter and the photographs of Donatello amoretti; surprised that the flowers he sent her from Bampton lasted.

Her postcard of the smallest house in England found him in the smallest in Scotland, where he was ‘crammed in with two young ladies, two young gentlemen and - a dog!  ... as the 2 young ladies and 2 young gentlemen very naturally paired off together, I was left to solace myself with it as best I might’.

Came here a few days ago and is enjoying the desolation.  ‘There is an old woman who looks after me, and there is the Times by the second post, and that is all’.  To order the New Age seems too extravagant now that it has gone up to sixpence ...  Has heard very little of Henry [Lamb] lately, imagines he is enmeshed in Ireland for some time to come’.

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

Saw Anrep in London, arranging his show, rather a strain, not knowing whether he heard or understood, but ‘his mixture of solidity and neurasthenia is particularly pleasing’.  He gave LS an inscribed copy of his poem which was printed in that ‘dismal periodical Poetry and Drama’.

Asks if she planted the 2000 bulbs.  Sends love to Rom[illy] and Edwin.

[Wyndham] Lewis has been spending summer in Dieppe, pursuing bonnes along the plage.

f. 98

1915, March 28

The Lacket

Good of her to write, delighted that ‘the creature’ [sc. Vivien John] has arrived in safety.  Imagines Poppet’s disapproval.

Still rather shattered, but hopes to be able to get to London soon.  Offers to send books to her.  [AJ]’s scheme to ‘immortalize’ LS may be ‘one of his little jokes’.

f. 99-100

1916, July 13

Garsington Manor, Oxford

Her letter found him here.  Wishes he had seen her in London.  Suggests coming to look at her garden towards the beginning of Aug.  Sends love to Rom[illy].  ‘Endless streams of rain and visitors’ here, but manages to do a little work.

f. 101

1931, March 1

Ham Spray House, Hungerford, Berks

Wishes he could come to the wedding but he is still ‘too délabré to move’.  Wonders if Augustus has read W[illiam] Rothenstein’s memoirs, as there is a lot about him in them:  ‘But he seems to view everything through a mist of highmindedness which really doesn’t suit the epoch he’s describing’.

IRIS TREE

ff. 102-4

1927, May 10

45 Quai de la Tournelle, Paris

Has written to no one for a long time.  Saw John on his way to Spain, he found Paris hectic.  IT has scarcely seen the country since she last saw Dorelia at Alderney.  Looks back with joy at the weeks spent with her, regrets that she had to go to ‘that curate’s paradise of Switzerland’.

May come to England in June, might come to see her then.  Hopes that ‘the honey is rich, and that mead is being made - and that Trelawney’s crops are flourishing - and that Macnamara has not ?shaved - and Edie happy and the children well’.

Sliwinski is here and getting on well, sends love to Dorelia, Edie and the children.

22789D

Letters to Dorelia Mcneill (cont’d)

DORA YATES

f. 105

1962, Sept. 3

The Library, University of Liverpool

Her generosity in continuing the subscription to the G[ypsy] L[ore] S[ociety] in her own name.

Clifford Lee did receive the photograph of John’s portrait of him, when he returned to Liverpool last week.  He is coming to show it to DY on Wednesday, and is very excited about the gift, but bad at writing letters.

Copy

22790D

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS

Letter to Judge HAROLD CHALONER DOWDALL

Lieut. Col. VERE EGERTON COTTON

f. 1

1946, Feb. 20

34 Castle Street, Liverpool

Thanks for the Augustus John sketch, which arrived safely this morning, it is ‘a most interesting lightning portrait of a very unusual looking girl’ and a great addition to the ‘Cotton Collection’.  Judge Dowdall or James should have the cutting book whenever they want it and VEC will tell the Committee that this is a condition of deposit.

Dowdall’s portrait is still talked about, as he overheard last night when the Vice Chancellor was entertaining three Judges of Assize.

Hopes David is making good progress.

Letter to JOSEPH HONE

FRANCIS MACNAMARA

ff. 2-9

1927, March 8

36 Regent’s Square, London

Account of his discussion with the Bishop on the rôle of money and banking.

Letters to Sir CASPAR JOHN

MARIANO ANDREU

f. 10

1961, April 27

6 rue Marbeau, Paris

At the suggestion of their mutual friend, Mr Michael Foulkes he encloses a letter to be passed on to Augustus John, inviting him to stand for membership of the Institut de France.

f. 11

1961, May 21

6 rue Marbeau

Grateful for his letter of 1 May and for his help, understands that the decision now remains with AJ, but it is important to have AJ’s written agreement to the proposed membership of the Institut de France, and asks CJ to impress this on AJ.

Endorsed:  note by CJ; ‘Augustus’s telegram was too late’ [see f. 32 below].

KARL BECKSON

f. 12

1973, Aug. 16

Dept of English, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, N.Y., USA

Asks permission to quote from letters from Augustus John to Arthur Symons, in an edition of Symons’s letters [cf. Beckson & Munro, Arthur Symons:  Selected Letters, 1880-1935 (1989)].

GILLIAN BEVAN

ff. 13-21

1974, May-July

Arts Centre, New Metropole, The Leas, Folkestone, Kent

7 letters relating to the loan by CJ of 3 drawings and an etching by AJ for an exhibition, part of the Folkestone Edwardian Festival.

K. A. DOUGHTY

ff. 22-9

1974, Jan.-July

South London Art Gallery, Curator’s Office, 20-2 Lordship Lane, London

8 letters relating to the loan by CJ of an ink sketch by AJ of Gwen John for the 1914-1924 exhibition.

MICHAEL E. FFOULKES

f. 30

1961, Jan. 25

Smallhythe, 26 Rosemary Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire

The French painter, Mariano Andreu, is anxious to propose AJ as a member of the Institute of France, but has received no reply after writing to AJ.  Asks if M. Andreu might write to CJ.

f. 31

1961, Feb. 8

Smallhythe

Thanks for his letter of the 5th, will pass on the information to M. Andreu.

CHARLES GROSVENOR

f. 32

1973, July 7

111 Plymouth Road, Hillsdale, New Jersey, USA

Requests information about portraits of T. E. Lawrence by AJ and correspondence between them.

AUGUSTUS JOHN

f. 33

1961, May 30

Fordingbridge

Would be proud of the honour [to be a member of the Institut de France], proposes writing.  [cf. ff. 9-10 above].

Telegram
ETHEL NETTLESHIP

ff. 34-9

1951, June 27

99 Fellows Road, [London]

Thanks for his letter.  ‘It certainly might have been better for all of you boys if Ida could have lived a bit longer’, and if [Mrs Ada Nettleship] had been ‘a wise woman, instead of being so completely haywire’; Ida’s death ‘used to shatter me - but not now - looking back’.  Ida’s was spoilt by her mother and really enjoyed her life up to the last two years ‘when she was getting worn out’.  Glad now that she died when she did:  ‘she was very unhappy’, her ‘pathetic struggle to be broad-minded and sensible’.  ‘A man like Gus was bound to eat up a few women in the course of living’.

Gus ‘really tried with Mother ... and a wise elder woman could have done him no end of good ... but Mother only growled and scolded and complained’.  Recalls Ida’s engagement to Clement Salaman.

EN will come to stay with CJ in Aug.  Mary [John] sent EN a photo of them all after the christening.  EN has a publisher at her heels now for the first book.  Mary sent two photographs of Phineas.

CARL WINTER

f. 40

1964, Sept. 4

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge

Mr Cormack has shown him CJ’s letter of 31 Aug., they are all grateful to CJ and Mrs John for help in identifying drawings by AJ.  They have about 36 drawings, photographs of which will be sent to CJ.

Letters to HENRY JOHN

URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 41

1932, Jan. 31

42 Abingdon Road, London

Sends a bob, ‘with a feeling of protest against the system’ ...  My bobs are hard-earned, the R.C. Church is wealthy’.  Questions the moral basis of her, rather than Henry, giving the money to his friends.

ff. 42-3

1932, Feb. 3

42 Abingdon Road

The sum involved does not affect the principle:  ‘my fuss is about a whole vast system and attitude of mind ... it’s so muddle-headed to forbid priests to spend the church’s money and allow them to beg from their aunts’.  The Church must be pretty rich, seeing it begs all the money people like Edith [Nettleship] leave’.  She has the photos of Edith.

Letters to IDA NETTLESHIP

WINIFRED JOHN

ff. 44-7

1906, June 7

Revelstoke, B[ritish] C[olumbia]

Glad to hear from her.  ‘I thought you were never going to write again’.  Admires David’s drawing.  News of her horses; impressions of the district; will go to Calgary next week.  Personal news.  Hopes Thornton will have got out of his mining business next year.

ff. 48-51

1907, Jan. 18

37 Torrington Square, [London]

Heard from Gwen that she lost the letter WJ sent for Ida.  News of David.  Went to Aunt Clara’s for a day last week.  News of Nixie Loggin; WJ’s dancing master.  Spent last Sunday with the Bridgewaters.

Letters to ROMILLY JOHN

JAMES LAVER

f. 52

1964, Nov. 19, Flat 4, The Glebe, Blackheath, [London]

Thanks for both his letters and the packet of material; he will pursue the clues.  Is just reading Finishing Touches.

ALAN HOLLINGHURST

f. 53

1979, March 11

17 Cobden Crescent, Grandpont, Oxford

Thanks for sending the document, AJ’s contribution to Ifan Kyrle Fletcher’s Memoir of Ronald Firbank, either an earlier version or, more likely, a post-publication version for inclusion in some autobiographical writing, though it is not in Chiaroscuro or Finishing Touches.  The story about the Marchesa Casati is not in the Memoir.

Suggests auctioning the letters from famous correspondents, ‘particularly with American keennness to collect English autographs’, but ‘it would certainly be excellent if the family papers could be housed in a library in Britain’.

MARY TAUBMAN

ff. 54-6

1976, March 30

10 The Polygon, Clifton, Bristol

Sends lists of the John papers, hopes to meet at Easter and talk to his wife about Gwen John.

Letters to Mrs ADA NETTLESHIP

CASPAR JOHN

f. 57

[?1911, summer]

[Nant Ddu]

It has been raining every day since they came to Wales; they get peat every day for the fire.

HUGH POOLEY

ff. 58-9

1912, Oct. 31

Dane Court, Parkstone, Dorset

Thanks for her letter of the 29th.  Report on progress of David, Caspar, Robin and Edwin after three weeks at the school.  Returns Eaton’s letters, commission payable on the first year’s fees.  HP and Mrs Pooley will be happy to visit her when in town.

Letters to URSULA NETTLESHIP

HENRY JOHN

f. 60

[1932, early Feb.]

Campion Hall, Oxford

Justifies his asking her to give money to his friends.  [cf. ff. 40-2 above].

ADA NETTLESHIP

ff. 61-4

1907, July 19

Equihen

Edwin has opthalmia, Dorelia’s baby had it and she used the same sponge and towel for Edwin.  AN took him to a doctor in Boulogne, hopes the other children escape it.  Would like to bring them away, and has written to Ned in the hopes he will convince Gus.  [AJ] is ‘driving me mad’, I have to be nice to him, or I should lose the boys altogether’.  Jessie does not support AJ.

News of the children, account of their rescue from the sea by an old man.  Will take Edwin to the doctor again tomorrow.  UN might send her letters on to Aunt Lizzie.  Katie is awfully good, and helps to keep things pleasant.

f. 65

1907, July 30

Equihen

‘It is war to the knife!’  She and AJ are getting support of different doctors.  Dorelia has been ill.  Hopes to come home on Thursday with the boys.  ‘Gus is hopeless - just one mass of selfishness ... and so surly and cross’.

EDWARD NETTLESHIP

f. 66-8

1907, ?July 28

Nutcombe Hill, Hindhead, Haslemere

Has read ‘Gus’s astounding answer’, her letter to Auntie and [Ada Nettleship]’s to UN.  Thought at first that Gus might have been drunk when he wrote the letter, but ‘there is too much essential coherence for that’.  He wants to keep the children for himself and Dorelia, but for UN to ‘carry on their Bohemian education’ when they pay her visits.  Gus should be told that it is his business to put ‘his back into earning money to maintain his children and not to vapour about "homeless and penniless"‘.  EN is sure that UN will ‘be no party to "brave attire" if "brave" means ... squalid or dirty or gutter-snipe attire’.  Gus is a coward when dealing with women, and ‘hardhitting’ [by Ursula] is at least as likely to succeed with him and Dorelia ... as any other plan’.  Dorelia wants to keep him, ‘she does not really want Ida’s children’.

22791-4

AUGUSTUS JOHN:  SKETCH BOOKS

Four sketchbooks containing rough drawings, mainly of people, in pencil and in ink, together with occasional brief notes.

22791C

[1908, July]

81 ff. (many leaves blank).  230 x 140 mm.

Cover lost, f. 81 damaged.

22792A

[c.1925-6]

68 ff. (blank from ff. 47v-68r).  140 x 210 mm.

Cardboard covers.  ‘Augustus John, Villa Ste Anne, Martigues’ on f. 1.

22793A

[mid 1920s]

52 ff. (blank from f. 19v).  125 x 185 mm.

Cardboard covers.

22794A

[mid 1920s]

49 ff. (blank from f. 28v-49r).  125 x 185 mm.

Cardboard covers.

AUGUSTUS JOHN:  MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

22795-6
AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Autograph and typescript drafts of autobiographical writings by Augustus John, published in Chiaroscuro (1952) and posthumously in Finishing Touches (1964), later as one volume entitled Autobiography (1975).  Some chapters had previously appeared in Horizon, 1941-9.  The drafts have been arranged, as far as possible, in the same order as in the published volumes.

22795C

[c.1938-51]

Drafts of Chiaroscuro.

216 ff.

22796E

[c.1910s-61]

Drafts of some sections of Finishing Touches, followed by rejected portions of text (ff. 56-9), together with autograph and typescript drafts of autobiographical articles submitted to the Sunday Times for publication, 1952-8, and later included in Finishing Touches (ff. 60-75:  see also NLW MSS. 21570E; 22775C, ff. 89-98, and NLW ex 1237/5).  Also included are draft recollections by Augustus John of Ronald Fairbank (ff. 76-81:

see Ifan Kyrle Fletcher, Ronald Fairbank, (1930), pp. 113-15), and drafts of prose and light verse

(see also NLW MSS. 21459E, 14928D).

108 ff.

22797D
MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

Miscellaneous papers, 1930-?73, including a bill, 1930, for artist’s materials purchased by Augustus John; typescript copies of talks and essays, in English and French, on Augustus John, 1952-7; list of guests at the Augustus John memorial service, Jan. 1962, and copy of the address given there by Lord David Cecil; together with notes, [?1973] in the hand of Michael Holroyd.

32 ff.

22798B

LETTERS FROM IDA JOHN  (See also NLW MS. 22788C)
MARGARET HINTON

ff. 1-3

[?1900]

58 Wigmore Street, [London]

Has had a great deal to do; her drawing is taken by the new Gallery.  MH should not feel her life is useless, religious reflections.

AUGUSTUS JOHN

ff. 4-5

[1906, Nov.]

[Paris]

Thanks for the agreements and ‘magnificent description of [the] New English [Art Club]’.  News of the children, and impressions of Félice:  ‘she works very well, but I don’t like her - she is too ladylike and refined, and she makes such disagreeable noises in her nose and throat’.

Dorelia is moving herself and kids into the logement tomorrow, and making a home for Gwen [John]’s cat’s kittens.  Ida and Dorelia dined at Miss Lloyd’s one night:  ‘Miss Bailey lay on a divan looking classic - Miss Lloyd was nice and ugly and awkward’.  They dine here on Saturday; one day they are going to dinner with Gwen and a Miss Hart who was a pupil of AJ’s at Liverpool and ‘has attached herself uncomfortably to Gwen’.  A head of Gwen by Rodin in the Salon.

Is having some cutlery plated ‘so that Winnie will not have to eat with an iron fork’.  [Wyndham] Lewis has not appeared.

DAVID JOHN

ff. 6-7

[1906, late Dec.]

[Paris]

News of Edwin, Robin and Capper.  Madeleine, Yvonne and Mme Cantecor came yesterday.  [Wyndham] Lewis is in Paris but IJ has not seen him.  AJ says he is coming back tomorrow.  Had dinner with Miss Lloyd yesterday.  Asks him to write to Clara for the New Year and send a message to Félice.

f. 8

[1907, Jan.]

[Paris]

Sent him a letter a day or two ago for his birthday.  Sends another coat and some cough mixture.  AJ will bring him back when he is better.  Asks him to remember Auntie Winnie’s stories to tell IJ.

ff. 9-10

[1907, Jan.]

[Paris]

Thanks for his letter.  Clara was glad to hear from him.  News of Capper and Robin.  Aurélie, the servant, makes cakes, Félice has gone away to be a dressmaker.  AJ has another studio near the boulevard St Michel, Charlot’s father is painting its walls and making a chest of long shallow drawers for AJ to keep his drawings in.

Asks if he likes John Rothenstein.  Lewis and Auntie Gwen came to dinner on Christmas Day.  AJ is not going to London till Monday.

ADA NETTLESHIP

ff. 11-15

(1897, March 18)

Piazza d’Arno 5, Firenze

So sorry that Father is still so bad, she ought to finish his picture.  Has worked 6 to 7 hours a day for 3 days, is now attempting to reproduce ‘an impenetrable picture’ in the Pitti, did a sketch when she came in.  Italy’s ‘intoxication’ and ‘remarkable fascination’.  Had a long letter from Grannie Hinton and from Aunt Daisy.  Mrs Corbet’s kindness.

The peevish Knight is ‘very friendly and bothersome’, but is going to Rome, to her relief.  Asks for news of Clement [Salaman].

ff. 16-17

[1898, Sept. 15]

[Paris]

Impressions of her lodgings in ‘such a healthy part of Paris’.  She and Gwen [Salmond] are delighted with Paris.  Account of their journey.  This afternoon they drew each other and are now on a tram going to the Louvre magazin [sic] and gallery.  [cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 87].

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 18-19

[1898], Sept. 18

226 Boulevard Raspail, [Paris]

Glad they are now in Sheringham.  Gwen John is coming, asks AN to write to her at Tenby to arrange travel together.

They have been to 4 studios, Julien is twice as expensive as others, but Gwen S[almond] thinks of going there; Ida will go to Delécluse or Colarossi; Whistler’s studio is just opening.  They have looked at some flats.  They are so glad that Gwen [John] is coming, ‘It makes all the difference’.  Had a letter from Mrs Hall.

They are going to the Louvre today, they have done drawings of other people and Ida has drawn herself and Gwen.  Sketches of bodices she has seen.  Many people are away until Oct 1 when the season begins.

ff. 20-1

[1898], Sept. 20

226 Boulevard Raspail

Hopes AN will come over as soon as possible; they cannot decide between two places to let.  Interviewed by the proprietress of one, who asked that they receive no men.  ‘Gwen said we were quite "comme il faut"‘.  Description of the flat, estimate of expenses.

Incomplete
ff. 22-4

[1898, late Sept.]

12 Rue Froidevaux

They arrived in the middle of the night and had to hunt for matches in Gwen [John]’s room:  she thought they were burglars.  Gwen J[ohn] is very well and has many more friends, including a beautiful Alsacian girl whom they are painting in the mornings.  Ida has been twice to Whistler’s, and Gwen S[almond] has been to the Louvre in the afternoons; Whistler is expected tomorrow:  ‘we shall certainly overeat ourselves’.  Gwen [John] brought a large cake, ‘they think the marmalade very drôle’.  Mlle Marthe, the Alsacian model and dressmaker is going to do the edge of Ida’s skirt.

ff. 25-7

[1898, ?Oct.]

12 Rue Froidevaux

Sends some [18]54 fashions, it is hard to get them for the particular dates, suggests a book, Un Siècle des Modes Feminines.  She has not forgotten Ursula’s hat.  Asks after Ethel.  Had a letter from Knight in Italy.  Asks if she has seen Herbert Alexander.

Gwen S and J are painting Ida ‘and we are all painting Gwen John’.

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 28-9

[1898, ?Nov.]

12 Cold Veal St, Paris

Pleased about the plays AN is dressing.  Asks her to send ‘some sort of evening dress’ as there may be a dance at Whistler’s Studio, but if she is too busy, Ida will get Madame to make her a muslin dress.  Whistler has been twice to the studio - and Gwen ‘finds him very beautiful and just right’, Ida will probably stick with Laurent.  ‘But O dear, the other girls are somewhat feeble’.  Whistler is going to paint a picture of Mme la Patronne of the studio and hang it for the students to learn from.

ff. 30-1

[1898, Dec.]

[Paris]

Hears there is a ‘blasphemous letter’ about Whistler’s teaching in one of the English papers.  Thanks for her letter.  They will come home on the 20th, and will bring Ethel’s bicycle back.  Heard news of AN from Louise [Salaman].  Gwen John wanted to illustrate AN’s little story.  The ball at Whistler’s is not till Jan.  Will give 5s. towards Ethel’s watch.  Her singing mistress is a good one.

ff. 32-5

[1901, Aug. - early Sept.]

3 Prospect Pl[ace], New Quay, Cardiganshire

Had not heard from AN for so long.  Mrs Burrill has not found rooms without stairs.  Ida would like to come to London very much, but dreads the journey, ‘now the child has quickened I suppose there is very small fear of a miscarriage’, but there would be the long journey to Liverpool soon after.

The other three have gone to bathe; every afternoon they have models in a disused schoolroom ‘and I take baby clothes and tea up there’.  Hopes AN will come to Liverpool in Jan.  Asks advice about baby clothes; discussion of her own clothes.

They are making sloe gin.  ‘We live here on 17/3 a week each, not counting Art and tobacco’.  Asks AN to thank Miss Terry for her introduction to Mrs Burrill.

Gus goes to Liverpool on Sept. 21, they have been invited to stay with Mr and Mrs Sampson for the first week of term:  ‘they are delightful people’, and he is college librarian and ‘a student of Welsh and Romany’.  If Ida goes to London, Gus will stay with them alone.

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ff. 36-7

[1901, Oct.]

66 Canning St, Liverpool

A great storm last night.  Had another letter from Nurse who says that the baby will not come till the beginning of Jan.  Mrs Simpson is back and Ida is going to see her baby this afternoon.  Has almost done two nightgowns.  Miss Thompson continues very affable, her ‘good strong niece’ waits on them, wearing spectacles.  Winnie John is making one or two flannel nightgowns and some woollen socks for the baby.

They have spent a good deal on furnishing the studio, cleaning the costumes etc.  They are to dine with the Dowdalls on Friday, ‘which I dread - They are very nice, but I would rather hide’.

Some furniture is coming from New Quay for the studio, by boat.  Hopes Ethel is safe in Berlin.

ff. 38-9

[1901], Oct. 16

66 Canning Street

Gus has broken his nose and put his finger out of joint by falling from a ladder in the studio:  ‘his profile is like a lion’.

Had a letter from Mrs Cohen, expects her in one day.  Dreamt last night that the baby came, ‘an immense girl, the size of a 2 year old child ... altogether very like a savage and most astonishing to us’.

Annie Tyrrell and Miss Smith have sent presents, several of the Liverpool ladies have called.  Had dinner with the Dowdalls on Saturday, the wife ‘spends most of her time being painted by different people’.  Gus is to draw Dowdall’s mother.

ff. 40-1

[1905, late Sept.]

[?Matching Green]

Will send Alice and Capper and Robin on Wednesday so that Ursula can see Robin, Ida will come on Thursday.  Thanks for her letter.  Gus is coming over with them, she has taken rooms at a hotel, near the Colleges and School of Medicine and Luxembourg, from there they will find a flat or studio.

Gus’s old professor wants a replica of his portrait for himself, the original is for the University Club.

ff. 42-3

[1905, end Sept.]

[Paris]

Account of the Channel crossing.  News of the children.  Off to look at some rooms.

ff. 44-5

[1905, late Dec.]

Paris

Recounts a ‘ridiculous conversation’ with David.  Mrs Herringham has sent an Indian shawl.  Edwin is 4 weeks old.

f. 46

[?1906, Nov.]

[Paris]

Needs Gussie’s birth certificate to register Edwin’s birth at the English Consulate.  News of the children.

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
f. 47

[?1906, Nov.]

[Paris]

Thanks for the certificate.  News of the children.  Might call the baby ‘Henry Irving’.

f. 48

[?1906, Dec.]

[Paris]

Glad David is well, hopes she is not worked to death.  Gus will be over tomorrow.  Asks if AN knows of a family able to take a French girl as a lodger.

ff. 49-50

[1907, Jan.]

[Paris]

Sends £20 to invest, has just received £27 from Prof. Vaughan from McMillan for last year’s sale of Uncle Lew’s books.  Asks after AN, David and Aunt M.  News of Edwin.  Has engaged a nurse; Aurélie and Clara can scarcely speak decently to each other, Clara leaves next Thursday.  Will write to Ursula.

[cf. Holroyd, vol. i, p. 247].

f. 51

(1907, Feb. 6)

(Paris)

Arrived safely, David none the worse for the journey.

f. 52

(1907, late Feb.)

(Paris)

The baby will be like Capper and keep her waiting 2 weeks.  Asks her to bring building bricks, cuticura paste and soap.  Possible investments.

ff. 53-4

[1907, early March]

[Paris]

Asks her to bring magnesia and dill water, and ‘The Book of Beauty’.  has decided to go to hospital for the birth.  Dorelia will be here to look after the kids, Gus at the studio.  Delphine is excellent so far.

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
ETHEL NETTLESHIP

ff. 55-6

[?1896]

58 Wigmore Street, [London]

Mother and Father have just gone to dinner with the Ricardos, going on to Mrs Jennie Cohen’s afterwards.  Helen D and Auntie Maggie have been staying.

ff. 57-63

(1897, March 17)

Pensione Balestu, Piazza d’Arno, [Florence]

Impressions of Florence, personal news.  Description of a musician called Knight who knew Uncle Lew, and of people she has met.

ff. 64-7

[1897, March]

[Florence]

Just off to the Pitti to copy a picture:  ‘I am so bold and unafraid in the way I work that all the visitors and all the copyists come and gape’.  Will not go to the fancy ball after all, as Alexander cannot go, and Gibson won’t go.  Impressions of Florence.  Glad she likes the Waughs, Edna has not written for months.  Asks that Mother take Ida’s £35 into her business.

Sketch, f. 65v.

ff. 68-71

[1897, Florence]

Congratulations on Ethel’s success playing the violin at the concert.  Ida’s Italian lessons.  ‘I am sick at heart - miseriable [sic] - work no good ... And yet ... I know I’m on the right track’.  Personal news.

JOHN TRIVETT NETTLESHIP

ff. 72-4

[1901], Dec. 24

66 Canning St, Liverpool

Sends a small book.  They talked with John Sampson last night till half past 12:  ‘He is rather like a huge and charming Radcliffe Salaman’.  [Ambrose] McEvoy and Mary Spencer Edwardes are engaged, wonders if he brought the books back.  ‘A strange dream last night:  ‘Do you think the baby will be a lunatic, having such a Mother?’

URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 75-6

[1880s]

Letter to her newborn sister.

Sketch on f. 76v.

22798B

Letters From Ida John (cont’d)
MARGARET SAMPSON

ff. 77-8

[1906, July]

[Paris]

Glad to hear from her  and about the excursion.  Asks  where Mackay and Mrs   J[  ] B[  ] put up for the night.  Gus has just come back from finding a house for them all by the sea.  News of the children.  Glad to hear about the Ráni [Hon. Mrs Mary Dowdall]’s fine baby.  Would love to visit them and see Honor:  ‘perhaps when I’m about 40 I shall turn up’.

Gussie met some French gypsies speaking latcho Romanes at Bayeux, about 100 vans.  Caspar has been sitting for Augustus.  They live very comfortably, ‘though there are such a lot of us’, and she invested £60 the other day.

Gwen John lives in Paris and they see her sometimes, ‘always the same strange reserved creature’.  Gus asks if Sampson is doing his Romany grammar.

BRENDA SELIGMAN

ff. 79-80

[?1895]

58 Wigmore Street

Ursula liked the flowers BS sent her and will write when she is well.  Mrs Salaman and Bessie are ill.  Ida has been struggling with her work all day, drawing this morning and painting Ethel this afternoon.

Sketch, f. 80v.

ff. 81-2

[1895], March 9

58 Wigmore Street

‘Margaret’ is a long time writing to BS, but Gwen Salmond, to whom Louise gave the scent bag to give to Ida, did not do so till yesterday morning.  Asks her to tell Louise that Ethel was pleased with the flowers.  Ida is ‘just upon well again’.  Sends love to Archie and Dorothy.

Sketch on f. 82v.

ff. 83-4

[1895]

58 Wigmore Street

Thanks for doing the hemming for her.  ‘I am in a very untidy state’.

Sketch, f. 84r.

f. 85

[1895]

Asks if she has read the Second Jungle Book, and likes it as much as the first.

Sketch, f. 85v.

Incomplete
ff. 86-7

[c.1895-6], Aug. 13

Staden Farm, Buxton

Personal news.

Sketches on f. 87v.

f. 88

Sketches:  two nudes.

UNIDENTIFIED

f. 89

[c.1895-7], Aug. 26

Aldeburgh

Impressions of Aldeburgh:  ‘a village fair, a regatta.  The Roughtons are down here.

Copy, ?in the hand of Ada Nettleship.

22799D

NETTLESHIP & JOHN FAMILY PAPERS
CORRESPONDENCE, [1899]-1980, of members of the Nettleship and John families, arranged chronologically.

ETHEL NETTLESHIP to her parents and sisters

ff. 1-2

[1899, Oct.]

[?Berlin]

Personal news; sends a postcard with a photo of the Hochschule; sorry Ida has lost her knife; comments on the Boer War; will be able to leave on Nov. 1.  Thanks for the newspapers.

ADA NETTLESHIP to URSULA & ETHEL NETTLESHIP

ff. 3-6

[1902, Aug. 30-1]

58 Wigmore St, [London]

Their father [John Trivett Nettleship] is worse, and not expected to live; he recognizes no-one now.  Gus and Ida have been here all night.  UN and EN will get a wire in the morning.

22799D

Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

JESSIE ?LEIGH to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 7-8

[1902], Sept. 2

Overton House, Congleton

Sympathy on the death of her father.

ALEXANDER & ALICE KERSEY to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 9-12

1902, Sept. 2

19 Norfolk Square, [London]

Sympathy on the death of her father.

KATIE ?NETTLESHIP to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 13-15

1902, Sept. 3

Nutcombe Hill, Shottermill, Haslemere

Sorry she opened Jessie’s letter; supposes UN will let her know about Friday; discussion of household expenses.

Rev. WILLIAM BOYD to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 16-17

902, Sept. 4

Stokesby rectory, Great Yarmouth

Sympathy on the death of her father.

?G. PAYNE to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 18-19

1902, Sept. 6

at Brooklyn, Freshwater Bay, I[sle of] W[ight]

Sympathy on the death of her father; glad that they were all together at Haslemere before the end.

ELEANOR M. PAGET to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 20-1

[1902], Sept. 6

Barton Cliff Cottage, Lymington, Hants

Sympathy on the death of her father.

22799D

Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

ff. 22-3

[1902, Sept.]

70 Harley St, [London]

Thanks for her letter, hopes to see her next Friday when Mr Cooke comes here again.

VIRGINIA CHAMPNEYS to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 24-5

1902, Sept. 7

Longbury, Uckfield, [Sussex]

She and Dr Champneys were grieved to see the news of UN’s father’s death, their sympathy.

MARGARET CHAMPNEYS to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 26-7

1902, Sept. 7

Longbury

Sympathy on the death of her father.

ARTHUR TOOKEY to EDWARD NETTLESHIP

ff. 28-30

1902, Sept. 13

48 High St, St Marylebone, [London]

Information from the Kensal Green Cemetery Company about the erection of a stone.

SOPHIE MILLS to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 31-4

1902, Sept. 29

Briar Cottage, Ropley, Hants

Sympathy on the death of her father; death of SM’s father nine years ago.  Leaves here tomorrow for a fortnight in Lincolnshire with Mrs Dallas Yorke and her choral class.

22799D

Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

GWEN JOHN to DORELIA McNEILL

f. 35

[1904, June-July]

[Paris]

Has just read Leonard’s letter [see NLW MS 22305D, ff. 5-6], thought he loved DMcN in ‘a much finer way than his letter shows’, he talks of his own happiness not of DMcN’s.  DMcN is ‘bound to those with whom you are in sympathy by laws much stronger than the most ap[p]arent ones’.  Men don’t understand so well as women that we are spiritual as well as intellectual and animal beings, ‘and I am older than Leonard’.  Since he states that he could not and will not live without Dorelia, he ‘ought to be left to walk & stand & work alone’.

[see Holroyd, vol. i, pp. 174-5].

ADA NETTLESHIP to URSULA & ETHEL NETTLESHIP

ff. 36-7

[1907, March ?10]

[Paris]

Ida has to have ‘a slight operation’ tonight, so AN cannot come home for a few days; may bring David and Caspar [when she returns]; the [doctors] think Ida has an abscess, she has to go to a ‘Maison de Santé’.  AN has been ‘running about all day after doctors and people’; description of the ‘English French doctor’, Dr Sucher, who was doctor to the embassy.

AN is ‘doing no business’ but will send a few sketches home soon.  The baby, Henry, is well, ‘I hope he will turn out worth all this trouble and anxiety’.

ff. 38-41

[1907, March ?11]

[Paris]

Ida has ‘got over the operation better than we expected’, but is still very weak, and has not slept since the baby was born.  Praises the sisters and the doctors.  Ida is ‘very unreasonable as usual and wants all sorts of things that are not good for her’.  Will see the doctors at 12 today:  ‘She has so much natural vitality that they hope she may pull through’.  Dr Sucher’s wife, a niece of Sir George Lewis, has left him.

AN might bring David and Caspar over with her, then Dorelia could look after the others, while Ida rests.  AN thanks May for her letter, if she wants designs for Lady Deane, AN could send her some; further business instructions.  Asks her to let Aunt Lizzie know about Ida.

ff. 42-3

[1907, March ?12]

[Paris]

Ida is a little better but not out of danger.  AN paid the doctor, ‘the very best’, £60 for the operation.  Praises the nuns who are nursing her.  Gus has been there this afternoon.  AN took David to school today, spoke to his schoolmistress; news of Henry.  AN has planted hyacinths and seeds in the garden.  They should not come over unless AN wires for them, as there is nothing to do but wait.  Gus has the grippe and is ‘terribly upset about Ida.  He does everything I suggest but he has not much initiative’.

AN pays 16s a day for Ida[‘s room].
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Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

ADA NETTLESHIP to URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 44

[1907, March 13]

[Paris]

Ursula may think her unkind not letting her come, Ida does not realize how ill she is, ‘it all depends on her not giving way’.  AN and Gus are with her all the time.  Will not let Ethel see Ida, but she can help with the children.

ETHEL NETTLESHIP to URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 45

[1907, March 13-14]

[Paris]

They are just waiting for the end, Ida is not really conscious, Mother and Gus are either side of her.  EN is going to take the children for a walk.  No use in UN coming as Ida would not know her.

ADA NETTLESHIP to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 46-8

1907, March 15

Hotel Regina, [Paris]

Account of Ida’s death, ‘the nuns folded her hands with a bunch of violets Gus had bought her’.  The funeral is tomorrow, they have decided on cremation as they could not tend a grave over here.  UN must not think her unkind not to send for her, but there is nothing she could do, ‘and I really have to think of expense’, it has already cost her over £100.

Gus is willing for her to take the children for the present, but they have made no plans.  AN wants to get a Swiss nurse for the children.  Asks UN to put a notice [of Ida’s death] in The Times.  They have not told the children yet, they are pleased to be coming with AN and Ethel.

News of the baby.  Delphine is a very good nurse:  ‘I don’t mind leaving the two babies with her’.

Suggests mourning clothes for Ethel and Ursula.

HERBERT C. MacILWAINE to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 49-50

1907, March 15

7K Grove End Road, [London]

Sympathy on the death of Ida.

22799D

Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

‘MARY’ to URSULA NETTLESHIP

ff. 51-2

[1907, March ?21]

Eyot Villa, Chiswick Mall, [London]

Sympathy on the death of Ida.

MONICA BOYD to URSULA NETTLESHIP

f. 53

[1907, March]

Vicarage, 66 Oxford Terrace, [London]

Sympathy on the death of Ida.

AUGUSTUS JOHN to ADA NETTLESHIP

f. 54

[1908, ?June-July]

Has left Caspar and Robin at Westcott; they leave in two or three days, Edwin comes too.

JOHN SAMPSON to AUGUSTUS JOHN

f. 55

1924, Feb. 2

University Library, University of Liverpool

Urges him not to forget his promise, he is dying to see the picture.

JS’s [Romani] vocabulary has now reached T, sends proof of an earlier sheet.  References to ‘o Jånos’ [sc. AJ] ‘wind through the pages "like a golden thread"‘.

English and Romani.

Copy:

see also NLW MS. 22785D, f. 29.

COLIN WARD to AUGUSTUS JOHN

f. 56

1950, Nov.

Marie Louise Berneri Memorial Committee, c/o Freedom Press, 27 Red Lion St, London

News of publication of Berneri’s Journey through Utopia; the Italian counterpart of the committee has planned to start a children’s colony to be named after her; a volume of her writings is being compiled.
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Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

PABLO CASALS to AUGUSTUS JOHN

ff. 57-8

1954, May 17

Spanish Refugee Aid Inc., 45 Astor Place, New York City

Grateful for his contribution, asks for further help.

THE GYPSY LORE SOCIETY to MEMBERS

ff. 59-60

1959, Dec. 10

Eightieth birthday gift to Dora Yates as Honorary Secretary and Editor; accounts.

ACADÉMIE ROYALE DE BELGIQUE to AUGUSTUS JOHN

ff. 61-2

1961, March 15

Palais des Académies, Bruxelles

Invitation to subscribe to the proposed testimonial to the retiring Permanent Secretary, M. Henri Lavachery.

French and Flemish.

Printed
VERNON HOPE-JOHNSTONE to CASPAR JOHN

ff. 63-5

1972, Nov. 20

2 Rocheby, La Route du Fort, St Saviour, Jersey

Thanks for his two letters, confirms the date of AJ’s photograph as May 1922, will be delighted to let Michael Holroyd reproduce it in his biography.

Amused by CJ’s reminiscences of ‘the Tutor’ [John Hope-Johnstone[; VHJ first met him in Peking in 1935; anecdotes of his stay on the occasion of the Augustus John Memorial Concert in 1966.  Asks for Michael Holroyd’s address, as two mutual friends in Jersey would like to get in touch with him.

CHARLES BIRT to CASPAR JOHN

ff. 66-9

1973, Dec. 17

Egypt House, Tenby

Had hoped to meet CJ at the opening of the exhibition of AJ’s etchings at Haverfordwest last Saturday; asks if he might name his Fine Arts Gallery in Tenby the ‘Augustus Galleries’, sends sketch and proof of letterhead.

f. 70

1973, Dec. 31

Egypt House

Thanks for his agreeing to the use of Augustus’s name for the Fine Art Gallery.  Offers help with tending CJ’s grandfather’s grave in Gumfreston churchyard.
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Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

f. 71

1974, April 23

Augustus Galleries, Saint Julians Street, Tenby

Thanks for his letter of April 1st.  Has visited Gumfreston and arranged for CJ’s grandfather’s grave to be tidied, and will send a photograph when it is finished.

f. 72

1974, May 6

Augustus Galleries

Thanks for his letter; sends a photograph of the grave at Gumfreston [see NLW ex 1237/56-7].

MARY FEARNLEY SANDER to CASPAR JOHN

f. 73

1974, Sept. 1

Great House, Hall Lane, Upminster Common, Essex

Writes on behalf of her aunt, Edna Clarke Hall, who wishes CJ to have copies of her memories of his mother, Ida Nettleship.  He could come to see her if he wished.

EDNA CLARKE HALL to CASPAR JOHN

ff. 74-81

1974, June 28

Not convinced that the drawing was of Ursula [Nettleship].  Memories of Ursula as a little girl, has many recollections of Ethel but most of all of [Ida], she was ‘very dear to me’.  ECH will be 95 next week.

Copy.

Recollections (ff. 76-81, typescript) of Ida Nettleship, c.1895-9.

GEORGE M. HARPER to CASPAR JOHN & ROMILLY JOHN

f. 82

1976, Sept. 13

Dept of English, The Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida

Asks for permission to include a letter from J.L. [sic] Nettleship to W. B. Yeats in an edition of Letters to William Butler Yeats, which GMH is co-editing.
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Nettleship & John Family Papers (cont’d)

‘FRANCES’ to CASPAR JOHN

f. 83

1976, Oct. 17

52 Cornwall Gardens, London

Encloses his letter duly typed.  Hopes he enjoys Caroline’s visit.  Personal news.

CASPAR JOHN to GEORGE M. HARPER

f. 84

1976, Oct. 20

Replying to GMH’s letter of 13 Sept. 1976 (see f. 82 above); Romilly John has no blood relationship with the Nettleship family and is not qualified to give or withhold permission to publish [the letter from J. T. Nettleship to W. B. Yeats]; CJ understands that Ethel and Ursula Nettleship would have been his executors, but both are dead.  Asks to see a copy of the letter.

Copy
SARAH FOX-PITT to R. L. HAMAND

f. 85

1977, April 21

The Tate Gallery Archives, Millbank, London

Understands from Mr William Mason, an acquaintance of Romilly John, that RLH is cataloguing the letters of AJ [see NLW MSS 22802-3].  Suggests the possibility of bringing the letters ‘together under one roof’.

Copy
R. L. HAMAND to SARAH FOX-PITT

f. 86

1977, May 7

Thanks for her letter of 21 April 1977; is working on the Augustus John letters at the request of Sir Caspar John, acting for the Trustees of the Dorelia John Estate.  ‘I have a feeling that these letters, or most of them, may be destined for the National Museum of Wales ...  If there is no commitment to Wales the Trustees would no doubt be prepared to consider the Tate’s request’, will write to Caspar.

Copy
ELIZABETH W. BERGMANN to CASPAR JOHN

ff. 87-8

1980, Feb. 22

1217 West Huron, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

William Murphy suggested she write as she is preparing an essay on CJ’s grandfather, John T. Nettleship and W. B. Yeats.  Interested in JTN’s picture which inspired Yeats’s poem, ‘On Mr Nettleship’s picture at the Royal Hibernian Academy’ (typescript copy of poem attached).

NETTLESHIP & JOHN FAMILY PAPERS

22800E

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS, c.1908-67, including notes on Henry John (1907-35) in the hand of Mrs Ada Nettleship; plans and specifications, 1930, for conversion of stables at Fryern Court; note of hand, 1931; correspondence and accounts, 1934, relating to the sale of 28 Mallord Street, Chelsea; Christmas card, 1945, in aid of William Joyce, ‘Lord Haw-Haw’; papers, 1962-7, relating to Augustus John’s memorial service, his memorial appeal, and the unveiling of his memorial statue at Fordingbridge.

52 ff.

22801A
NOTEBOOK, c.1909, originally perhaps used as a sketch-book by Augustus John, but containing poems by Arthur Symons, composed during his period of madness and written down by his amanuensis, Miss Agnes Tobin.  (See also NLW MS. 22786D, ff. 22-65).

41 ff.

22802D
CATALOGUE of the Augustus John papers in the hand of Ronald Hamand and compiled by him, c.1977, at the request of Sir Caspar John

(see NLW MS. 22799D, ff. 85-6).

140 ff.

22803D
INDEX to MS. 22802D.

97 ff.
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